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Behold thou haſt inſtrufed many, and thou haſt ftrengthened the 
weak Hands. Thy Words have upholden Him, who was fall- 
ing, and thou hall frengthened the feeble Knees, JoB iv. 3, 4» 


As one, condemn'd to leap a Precipice, 

| Who ſees before his Eyes the Depth below, 
Stops ſhort, and looks about for ſome kind Shrub 
To break his dreadful Fall; fo I look HERE 
For friendly Aid againſt the Fears of Death. 
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TO 
The Rev. TIMOTHY STONHOUSE, M. A. 
OF ORIEL COLLEGE, OXFORD, 


THIS LITTLE VOLUME 


IS INSCRIBED 


AS A MARK 


OF PARENTAL REGARD; 


BY HIS AFFECTIONATE FATHER, 


JAMES STONHOUSE, 
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8 1 is now a mand for a new Edition, 
of this little Volume, I have reviſed it, and 
made a few Alterations, and Additions. My chief 
Attention has been to render it more extenſively 
uſeful by endeavouring to rectify a prevalent Miſ- 
take ariling from the Title, as if it was wholly in- 
tended for the Benefit of the Sick; and that none 
were concerned to look into it, 'till they were 
fick or dying. As it was intitled The Sick Man's 
Friend, I had indeed before remarked in the pub- 
lic Advertiſements, that though it was princepally 
intended for the Benefit of the Sick, 1t would ne- 
vertheleſs be uſeful to many others. In this Edi- 
tion I have preſerved the former Title, leſt any 
Purchaſer of that ſhould buy it again under a dif- 
ferent Name; and conſequently would have juſtly 
cenſured me for having lead Him under ſuch a De- 
ception to purchaſe the ſame Book a ſecond Time, 
To avoid this and any future Miſrepreſentation, 
I thought it neceſſary to add thus to the Title: 
Every Man's Aſſiſtant, and the Sick Man's Friend. 
The old Title is preſerved, and my Meaning can- 
not be miſapprehended for the wy after the 
Declaration of it's being intended as every Man's 
ſpiritual Afiftant in Health, and as a particular 
Friend to Him in Sicknels. 

In the Preface to the u Edition, publiſhed in 
March 1788, I acknowledged, that in the Courſe 
of the Work, I had extracted from different 
Writers ſuch Paſſages, as I thought moſt condu- 
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cive to my Deſign. I obſerved likewiſe, that, as 
my Appearance 1n the Pulpit, my Attendance on 
the Sick, and Life itſelf drew near a Concluſion, 
It thought I could not employ ſome of my Time 


more uſefully than in ſuch a Publication, which 


was really much wanted, as there were but few 
Treatiſes on the Subject, and as theſe did not ap- 
pear to Me ſufficiently to anſwer the Ends, I 
wiſhed therefore to ſee a Deſign of this Nature exe- 
cuted more fully, which I have herein attempted. 


It is a great Satisfaction to me, that it has been 


ſo well received by the Public, and that it has 
been uſeful not only to the Sick, and to ſome of 
their Attendants, but particularly to my own Son, 


and to others of the younger Clergy, who have 


not been much converſant in the important Duty 


of talking on fp:ritual Subetts either with the 
Sick, or others. | 


To be regardleſs of a future State, and un- 
mindful of a ſick Bed is, I fear, a common and 


fatal Miſtake ; for we are all too apt to put ſuch 
Thoughts far from us. To avoid therefore this 
dangerous Rock, on which too many have ſplit, and 
 ſhipwreck*d their Hopes of Heaven, I muſt ob- 


ſerve, that there is an habitual and an actual Pre- 


paration for Death and Eternity. The habitual 


Preparation is providing“ Oil for our Lamps,” or 
Grace for our Souls; and 1s the Buſineſs of our 
whole Lives in the Days of Health and Vigour. 

The actual Preparation is © the Trimming of our 
Lamps,” or the Exerciſe of theſe Graces; and this 
is particularly expected from us in the Time of 
Sickneſs, and at the Hour of Death. | 
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It is much to be wiſhed that Mankind in gene- 


7 ral were more deſirous of the good Offices of 
Miniſters, and of others, who are ſeriouſly diſ- 


poſed, than they too generally appear to be. 


Some however, eſpecially Sinners under Convic- 


tion, and real Chriſtians, are very thankful for 
them. Now in Order to ſuggeſt a few leading 
Circumſtances, by which others may þe benefited, 
I havepropoſed ſeveral HELPS for Self-Examina- 
tion, by which their Conſcicnces may be ſearched 


either by themſelves, their Miniſters, or others; 


I have ſuggeſted various Conſolations, and I have 
added ſuitable PRAYERS to theſe HELPS for 
Converſation, which may be uſed at different 
Times, as the Occaſion ſhall require. Spiritual 
Converſation with any one, whether in Sicknels, 
or in Health, ſhould frequently be varied accord- 
ing to their different Diſpoſitions. The Heads of 
theſe Converſations were moſt of them originally 


penn'd from Time to Time by Way of Memoran- 


dum after the firſt Viſit had been paid; -and altered 


ſuitable to the Perſon I attended; The Diſcre- 


tion of the Miniſter, or any other Perſon, wha 


converſes on ſpiritual Subjects, muſt ſupply what- 
ever Deſiciencies He may here find; for it is im- 


practicable to preſcribe Helps, or deviſe any Me- 
{hod, which ſhall anſwer all the Emergencies re- 
lative to the Sick, or to any other Perſon, with 
whom we may be required to converſe on ſhiritual, 


or ſcriptural Subjects. 


I am aware of the Folly and Danger of endea- 
vouring to deceive the Sick by a ſmooth Diſcourſe: 
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on a falſe Foundation; which was ſo much the 


Practice of the Jewiſh Prieſts, that Gop declared 
by the Prophet Jeremiah, They have healed 
* the Hurd of the Daughter of my People (agil, 
ſaying Peace, Peace, when there is no Peace.“ 

(Jer. vi. 14.) This Practice is too prevalent in 
our Days. Some, who viſit the ſick, are more ſo- 
licitous to pleaſe chan to profil them, and to gain 


the good Word of the By-ſtanders than to run the 


Riſque of incurring their Cenſure, which they 


probably might do, were they to ſcarch the Heart 


deeply, and to be faithful in the Diſcharge of ſo 


important a Duty. I have therefore addreſſed my- I 


ſelf clofely to the Conſcience in a plain and practical 
Manner; knowing that a Declaration of ſimple and 
unaffefted Truth is the beſt Proof of our Regard 
for any one, with whom we converſe on his ſhiri- 
tual Concerns; eſpecially with the ſick, or dying. 

I am very ſenſible of the Tmper feftions of what 
1s here ſubmitted to the public Eye; yet there are 
none, I hope, ſo great, but what will be over- 
looked, when it is conſidered, that the only Mo- 
tive for it's Publication was the Good of my Fel- 
low-Creatures, eſpecially of ſome of my Pariſhion- 
ers, when I can no longer be their Inſtructor. 

I have now entered on my feventy-fifth Year. 
May this my laſt Attempt be bleſſed, and afford 
Help and Comfort to many, who may ſeriouſly 
read it under the various Calamities of Life, and 
fortify them and myſelf on the Bed of Sickneſs, and 
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Hor-WzEIIõ, near BIS Tor, July 27, 1790. 
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2 * TRACTS by the ſame Author, . to be had ſeparately, by 

* Dozens, or Hundreds to give away, or bound together in | 

a Volume, Price 3g. ſold by J. F. and C. RivincGTON, - | 

n in St. Paul's Church-yard, London; E. PALMER, Wine- 

e Street, Briſtol; S. HAZARD, Cheap-Street, Bath ;— + | 
= And to be had likens of the Bookſellers i n the Country on | 

4 j a ſhort Notice. | 

” . Thoſe marked with a Star, may be had by the Members of The So- 

, ctETY for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, on the Terms of that 

Society. | 


*TJPRIENDLY Advice to a Patient, calculated for the Uſe of the Sick 
belonging to Infirmaries: And ſuitable to every ſick Perſon. To 
which are added, Spiritual Directions to the Uninſtrufted in all Con- 
ditions of Life. The Fourteenth Edition. Price Six-pence, or Two ' 
Guineas an Hundred to thoſe who give them away. 


| N. B. The Spiritual Directions to the Uninſtructed may be had alone. 
The Fifteenth Edition. Price Four-pence, or Twenty- eight 2 


an Hundred. 


St. Paul's Exhortation and Motive to ſupport the weak or fick Poor. A 
Sermon preached in the Cathedral Church of Saliſbury, before the 
Preſident, Governors, and other Encouragers of the General Infirmary + 
there. The Third Edition. Price Six- Pence. | 


3s * Admonitions againſt Swearing, Sabbath-Breaking, and Drunkenneſs; * 
deſigned for the Benefit of ſuch as are guilty of one, or more of theſe 
\"ices. The Tenth Edition. Price One Penny, or Six Shillings 'an 


Hundred. 
A Short Explanation of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper with ſuita» -- 


ble Devotions. The Eighth Edition, Price Two-peuce, or Thirteen -* 
Shillings an Hundred. | 
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#* Prayers for the Uſe of private Perſons, Families, Children, and Ser- 
vants, The Eleventh Edition. Price Three-pence, or Twenty Shil- 
lings an Hundred, —The Ninth Edition of theſe Prayers is printed 1n 
21azce Letter for the Uſe of ſuch as are advanced in Years, Price 


Six-pence. „ 
Hints to a Curate for the Management of a Pariſh. The Second Edition. 


Price Six-pence. 3 4 
* The religious Inſtruction of Children recommended. The Fourth 5 
Edition. Price Four-pence, or Twenty-eight Shillings an Hundred. b 
 * The moſt important Truths and Duties of Chriſtianity ſtated: De- ; 
figned for thoſe in the Low EA Stations of Life; particularly for the ; 
Inſtruction of thoſe who cannot read. The Sixth Edition. Price ; 
T wo-pence, or Thirteen Shillings an Hundred. | | 8 
A ſerious Addreſs to the Pariſhioners of Great Cheveral. Second 
Edition. Price Three-pence. | 
In the MonTHaLy REVIEw,. for April, 1789, the Sick | 8 
Man's Friend, and theſe Tracts are thus noticed. of 
2 A | to 
The Writer of this uſefu! Manual is already known to the World, of 
as the Author of ſeveral Pieces on Subjects of practical Religion and fc 
Morality, which are judiciouſly adapted to promote a Spirit of Piety | B 
among the lower Claſſes of Mankind. Dr. STonnovsz ſpeaks of this 11 
Work (on Account of his declining Years) as his !aft Attempt to ſerve the | 11 
Intereſt of Religion; and both in the Deſign and Execution, it is worthy | F 
of its pious and benevolent Author, and cannot fail of being highly ac- : a 
ceptable to religious Readers. It contains much excellent Advice both E 


to the Sick, and to thoſe, who attend upon them, and provides Medita. 


tions and devotional Exerciſes for Perſons of every Character and Condi- 
gon, in a Tune of Sickneſs, | 5 
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For Converſation with the Sick, or Others. 


N. B. The Conſiderations here ſuggeſted have rincipally 


a Reference to the Sc, and are addreſſed to them under 
that Circumſtance; yet allowing in particular Paſſages 
ior this neceſſary Mode of Expreſſion, they may with 
equal Propriety be applied to the Uſe of the Generality in 
their he,, Concerns, =" 


SECTION I. 


General Obſervations on the Viſitation of the Sick. 


Preparatory Helps for one who viſits the Sick, or | 
converſes ſpiritually with others, | 


| C OME Preparation before ſuch. an one viſits the Sick is 


very proper: He ſhould therefore conſider what Kind 


ot Converſation is likely to be moſt neceſſary and ſuitable: 


to the Perſon He vilits.® 


It would be adviſeable to have in Readineſs a Collection 


of Scripture Expreſſions, adapted to the Support and Com- 
fort of the afflicted, which may eaſily be collected from 


Biſhop G.ASTREL's Chriſtian Inititutes—Dr. CL ARK on 


the Promiſes of Scripture—or more particularly from the 


improved Edition (being the fifth) of the Common-Place 


Book to the Bible. Out of theſe He may chuſe ſuch as 
are moſt applicable to the Caſe of the Perſon with whom 


He is to Converſe. 


* Monficur OsTrz:xvarn {a French proteſtant Miniſter, and Profeſſor 
of Divinity at Neufchatel, in Swiſſerland) has well obſerved, that it is 
ſomething ſtrange, that Miniſters ſhould take /o muck Care to prepare their 
Diſcourſes for the Pulpit, and take /o little Care to prepare for what they 


ſhould ſay to the ſich, or how to conduct their Viſits to them, tho? it is ons 


of the molt difficult and moſt important Offices in the Miniſtry. 
OsrzxvaAip du Gouvernement de Þ Egliſe, Page 307» 


2s 1 
He ſhould adapt Himſelf to hzs (or her) Underſtanding, ma 


"as well as to the Circumſtances of the Caſe, by making ſuch # Di 
Obſervations, and uſing ſuch Expreſſions as He knows are | 

molt familiar and agreeable. But He muſt take care to ex- q hi 
plain any Phraſes He has Reaſon to think are not rightly | 
underſtood. | | | 


Let his Behaviour and Converſation be very free, friend- 
ly, cloſe, tender and compaſſionate. 

He ſhould place Himſelf in the Condition of the Perſon 
before Him; and then conſider in what Manner He would 1 
wiſh a Miniſter, or Friend, to behave to Him in theſe very ö 
Circumſtances. | | 


Whilſt He is tender He ſhould be faithful; and have a 


Reſpett to the Approbation of his Conſcience afterwards. Ss ft 
He who is a Miniſter of GoD, muſt not facrifice the Cauſe 
of Truth and Godlineſs to a falſe Shame or Tenderneſs. | Q 
When He prays with the Sick, his Prayer ſhould be ra 
ſhort, ſerious, and adapted as much as may be to the State co 
of ſuch an one, and to the Danger of his diſeaſe. In the ge 
Viſitation of the ſick, or in a friendly Converſation with any f 
others, who want ſpþ:ritual Advice, there is great Need of ve 
Piety, Fidelity and Wiſdom, in Order to found their Con- It 
ſciences, to give them the requiſite Advice, and to pray TS w 


_ with them and for them. 


Biſhop BuRNET's Sentiments on the Duty of a Miniſter 
to attend his Pariſhioners in their Sickneſs, 


8 

Sr at 
* One of the chief Parts of a Miniſter's Duty; (ſays Bp. F 
BURNET in his Paſtoral Care, Page 172) is vifitmg the fa 
fich - which is not to be done barely when he 1s ſent for: ; g 
W 

h 

8 

a 
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He is to go as ſoon as he hears any of his Pariſhioners are 

ill. — None who have the Care of Souls ſhould ſhun this 

Work of Labour and Love, from a Fear, that if he ſhould 
intrude himſelf voluntarily and abruptly, his Viſit would 

not be acceptable, and that he ſhould defeat the good In- 
tention of it to the ſick Perſon, —Nay that he may not ſeem 
to feign Excuſes, or ſeek a Pretence for his Lazineſs, he | 
ought to 3 leaſt one Viſit to the ſick of his own Ac- 1 
cord; and, if he ſhall perceive, that it is not well taken, and TE. 
that he is not /z4ely to do any Good to the ſick Perſon, he 4 
| may 1 
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1 
may then ſtay away without any Mark of Negligence or 
Diſgrace.” : 


Remarks on the Difficulty of acting in many Circumſtances 
relating to the Sick. 8 


It is a moſt arfficult and awful Thing to act in many Cir- 
cumitances, which ariſe on an Attendance on the fick. The 


fick Perſon may deceive himſelf: A Minijter may be de- 


ceived, It will therefore be proper to inquire 

What are his Hopes of Salvation ? | 

On what are they founded ? 3» 
How they operate in languiſhing and dying Circum- 
ſtances p | | 

Here leave him Room to. talk : Only interpoſe proper 
Queſtions. Take Notice what Marks there are of Igno- 
rance, or Miſtake, in what he ſays. Drop proper Cautions 
concerning the Deceitfulneſs of Man's Heart, and the Dan- 
ger of Miſtake in this Caſe. = 

Reading the Office for the Viſitation of the ſick is but a 
very ſmall Part of a Miniſter's Duty. He mutt go further. 
It is of the utmoſt Importance. When he vilits any one, 
who is ſick, he ſhould remember what is recorded in the 
Book of Ezekiel, © His Blood will I require at thy Hand, 
* &c. (See Ezek. in. 18. 21.) 

He ſhould direct the ſick (1) to examine the State of their 


Souls as to Faith and Prattice; (2) and to prepare for Death 


and Judgment.—They ſhould prepare by Prayer for GoD's 
Help,—by uſing their own Endeavours, —by ap, am bow 
far their Faith and Practice have agreed with the Goſpel, 
with their baptiſmal, Covenant, and Chriſtian Profeſſion ;— 
by judging and condemning themſelves for all their Faults 
with that hearty Repentance and true Faith, to which GOP 
has promiſed Forgiveneſs of Sins through the Merits of his 
Son, that their Sins may be blotted out by divine Mercy 
and the Redeemer's Blood, and their Pardon ſealed in Hea- 
ven before they go hence, and be no more ſeen. : 

He, who viſits the ſick, if he ſhould not be fufhciently 
acquainted. with them, ſhould make what prudent Inquiries 
he can of others, who are well acquainted with them, what 


their Character and Lives have been. He ſhould inquire 


likewiſe of themſelves What 


I 14 4 

What their Views have been, and what they now are? 
What are their Views of Sn; —of their own Guilt and: 
Danger ;—of Chriſt and the Goſpel ;—ot the Terms of Ac- 
ceptance ;—of Eternity ? | 

Whether they have been accuſtomed to ſecret Prayer, 
and how they have conducted it? | 

Such other Queſtions may be added, as may be: ſuitable 
to their State of Mind, and Circumſtances. 

There are ſome, who through [gnorance cannot, or Stu- 
3 will not, give proper Anſwers to ſuch Queſtions. 

hey will aſſent to what is ſaid, but drop Nothing of he- 

ſelves by which one can form a 0 of their State, 
as I have frequently experienced to my great Concern in 
an Attendance on the fick, and dying. This is the moſt 
perplexing Part of a Miniſter's Work. Allowances how--. 
ever, muſt be made for a bad Education, ſmall Advantages, 
and their being unaccuſtomed to talk on theſe Subjects, —It 
is better to err perhaps on the ſuſpicious, or doubtful Side, 
than to give flattering Hopes. - Some may die in Tranſports. 
and Raptures, and yet be far from making a good End.— 
Deep Humility, repenting, and believing, are ſurer Evi- 
dences of Salvation, * than Confidence and Tranſports.. 
Notwithſtanding the preceding Caution not to give flatter- 
mg Hopes, the Attendants on the ſick, ſhould be very care- 
ful to animate and encourage thoſe, who appear to have 
been ſincere in Religion, though their Capacities are weak. 


An Inquiry as to the temporal Afſairs of the Sich. 


It may ſometimes be neceſſary to take Notice of this; eſpe- 
clally if the Sickneſs be of an alarming Nature. Adviſe 
therefore a proper Diſpoſition of their Affairs to be immedi- 
ately made by Will, if it be not already done. This perhaps 
may be of great Importance to their Relations, and others. If 
there be a reaſonable Suſpicion, that they have obtained any 
Part of their Property by Fraud, urge them to Reſtitution, 
as abſolutely neceſſary. If they refuſe to do this, little can 
be done farther than by praying for them. | 

SECTION 


v See the latter part of the ninety-ſeyenth of the folio Edition of A 
Tiilotfon's Sermons, On Eecleſiaſtes vini. 12. „ ” 
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pentance, be not too ready to admit erſonal Conlolation 
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Helps for converſing with the Sick in different States, and 
under different Circumſtances. 


Converſations on their ſpiritual Slate. 
8 to their ſhiritua! Concerns Advice muſt be given ac- 
cording to the State of the ſick, whether bad, doubt- 


ful, or good. 


Helhs for conver fing with one in a bad State. 


1. Endeavour to convince Him, that his State is very 
dangerous indeed. In doing this the Arguments ſhould be 
reſted chiefly on the Authority of Scripture, with his own 
Repreſentation of the Caſe. If you find any one Sin pre- 
valent in his Character, then reſt your Charge particularly 
on that, If a Drunkard, Liar, Swearer, Sabbath-breaker, 
&c. bring ſuch Texts, as will ſhut Him out of the King- 


dom of Heaven. Repreſent the Aggravation of his Sin, 


his many religious Advantages, &c. 
2. Seem rather to lament over ſuch an unhappy Perſon 


than to upbraid him. Severity may produce Hatred; and 
He will not care to have any Thing more to do with you. 


Be ſolicitous, that you do not drive him into Deſpair; 


eſpecially when you ſee Him begin to be awakened; While 


unawakened, urge the moſt dreadful Things. — Repreſent the 


Wrath of Gop as zmexpreffibly dreadful. —Take Images 


from preſent Circumſtances; ſuch as the Burnings of a Fe. 


ver, Toſſings of a reſtleſs Night, &c. how much more in 


Hell] But (as I ſaid before) do not drive Him to Deſpair, 


nor yet raiſe Him up to vain and unreaſonable. Confi- 
dences. Repreſent the Mercy of Gop in Chriſt to peni- 


tent Sinners; mention proper Texts of Comfort; and let 
Him ſee tis your Deſign to bring Hun to a better State, 


which. makes you thus repreſent his Danger. 


4. When you ſee Something, which looks like true Re- 


any 


0 


„ 


any otherwiſe than as conditional. There is great Danger * 
in authoritative Abſolution. Let Him know, that, if ge Pc 
does not reſt his Soul on the Mercy of Gob in Chriſt, 
there will be no Room for Hope. - Remind him of what 4 T 
Treachery He has found in his own Heart, and what He JF 
has ſeen in others, who have appeared hopetul on a fick H 
Bed; but after their Recovery returned to their former 1 
Courſes. | 


One of the chief Cares of a Miniſter about the Sick, 
(ſays Biſhop BURNET, Page 176, of the Paſtoral Care) 
ought to be to exact of them ſolemn Promiſes of a Renova- 
tion of Life, in Caſe Gob ſhould raiſe them up again; 
and theſe Promiſes ought to be demanded not only zn gene- 
ral Words, but if they have been guilty of any ſcandalous 
Diſorders, or any other ill Practices, there ought to be 
ſpecial Promiſes made with relation to thoſe. And on the 
2 of ſuch Perſons, the Miniſter ought to put them 
in Mind of their Engagements, and uſe all the due Free- 
dom of Admonition and Reproof on their breaking looſe 
from them. In ſuch a Cafe, he ought to leave a terrible 
 Denunciation of the Judgments of GoDp on them, and ſo 


at leaſt the Miniſter acquits /zmſelf. 


Other Helps for converſing with one in a bad State. 


1. You ſhould pray to Gop . beforehand, that you may 
be enabled to ſay Something which may be the Means of 
awakening him to a proper Senſe of his Danger. 

2. When you enter the Chamber, let him ſee, that yu 
are concerned for him, and that you are more Senſible of 
his Danger than He is of his own. | = 5 2 

3, Then, in Order to bring him to a proper Senſe of his 
State and Danger,—1. put ſome cloſe Quæſtions to him re- 
lating to the holy and righteous Nature of GoD.;—2. to his 
infinite Hatred of Sin ;—. to the abſolute Impoſſibility of 
being Happy hereafter but in his Favour ;—4. the certainty | 

of future Judgment where GOD will render to every 5 
Man, according to his Works;” and—g. the unſpeakable 
Importance of the Soul's being ſafe for Eternity. | 

4.᷑. Then inſtruct him not to deceive himſelf with vain - 
Hopes; but be willing to ſee the Truth of his Caſe, as it is 
EINE : | _ repreſenied 


1 
repreſented to him in the unerring Word of Gop, and, 
though he may ſhut his Eyes againſt the Danger, there is no 
Poſſibility of eſcaping it. CER. 

5. If his Diſtemper is likely to be fatal, let him know it. 
Tell him, that all; which can be done to eſcape everlaſting 
Miſery muſt be done 2mmedtately; that there is as yet ſome 
Hope, (though /mal!)) that this may poſſibly be done; that 
on this preſent Time depends his future Condition for ever. 

6. If by theſe Means his Conſcience ſhould be awaken'd, 
and you obſerve ſome genuine Relentings of Heart, take 
that Occaſion to aſſiſt its Workings, inforce it's Reproots, 
and urge it's Convictions, till you lee Something like a true 
penttenttal Remorſe. E „ ; 

7, Then earneſtly pray wth him and for him, that GoD 
would continue to give him a juſt Senſe of his Sin and Dan- 
cer, and that his Grace and-Spirit may come on theſe Con- 
victions, 'till they end in a real Change of Heart. 

8. Then take your Leave of him in a tender and affecti- 
onate Manner : not without giving him ſome Hope, that, 
F the ſame feeling, and penitent Frame ſhould continue, there 
may be Mercy in Reſerve for him : But beg him, whilſt 
he has the Uſe of his Reaſon, not to omit any Opportunity 
of praying earneſtly to GoD for Mercy through the Merits 
of his Son JESUS CHRIST. * 

9. In your next Viſit (which ſhould be ſoon after this) if 
you find him penitent, exhort him to glorify Gop by mak- 
ing an ample Confeſſion of his Sins in private, with all 
their heinous Aggravations, and not be afraid to ſee the 
worſt of himſelt. _ 5 

10. If his penitential Sorrow ſtill continues, you may be- 
gin to adminiſter the Conſolations of the Goſpel, ſo far as 


you may have Reaſon to believe him incere. 
Helps for converſing with, one in a doubtful State. 


1. Exhort Him to a diligent Search into his own Heart, 
in the Words of the Pſalmiſt, Search me O Gon, and 
* know my Heart; try me and know my Thoughts ; ſee if 
* there be any wicked Way in me, and lead me in the Way 


„ everlaſting.” Pſ. cxxxix. 23, and 24. Repreſent the Im- 
| portance 


—— —— — 


F 


portance of knowing the rue State of the Caſe, and efpect- 


ally inculcate the Decertfulneſs of the Heart. ; his 8 
4 . Incline Him to bel & know and fear the worſt, * 
Repreſent, that he cannot make his Caſe better by enter 1 
taining falſe Hopes: Shew Him the Neceflity of renewed ' ey 
Acts of Repentance, and in Proportion to the Doubtfulneſs $ * 
of the Caſe urge theſe Things more ſtrongly. „ ? a ( 
3. Give Him your own 95 plainly and ſeriouſſy. ſir hy 
Remember particularly 10 pray to GoD, that He would "= 
lead Him into the Knowledge of HIMSELF, I > 
Other Helps for converſing with one in à doubtſul State. | — 
In your Converſation with ſuch an one, you cannot be : 10 
— — there be NO APPARENT Danger of I Gon 
eath. * . | | J | 
1, Endeavour to give him juſt Notions of a particular | _ 
Providence, that though Men do not ſo often attend to it as AF x. 
they ought yet it certainly is evident both from Scripture p 
and Reaſon, that whatever befalls every Man on Earth, is Go 
under the immediate Direction of Providence. And as to on 
tas Affliction in particular, perſuade him to regard and con- 3 
ſider it as coming from the Hand of GO p. : 


2, Then.diſcourſe on the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of G ; Sal 


in ſending theſe occaſional Rebukes of Providence, which 1 I 
(whatever we think) are ſent for the beſt Ends. Afflictiong I 2 
are the Phyſic of the Soul, deſigned to purify and purge it. =; 
3. Under this View of Things, rhe on him the Exer- 1 * 
ciſe of Patience, Submiſſion, and a total Reſignation to the 1 
divine Will; and direct him to look on the preſent Diſpen- Ss 0 
ſation (though grievous) as ſent in Mercy to him and as 1 


what may hereafter produce the moſt excellent Effects. 

. Fell him, that in the beſt of Men, there are Sins and. 
Follies ſufficient to juſtify the ſevereſ Diſpenſations of 
GoD's Providence; that many good Chriſtians have ſuf. 


tered worſe; and what Reaſon he has to be thankful, that Y 

his Caſe is not ſtill more calamitous. | a> 

7 Remind him of many Mercies, mixed with the preſent Ti 

Afflictions. | | | : | | T 

6. It it ſhould pleaſe Gop to reſtore him, exhort him. | i 

faithfully to concur with the Deſign of this Viſitation, 2 " A 
| | us. | 


1 


with the Conſolations of the Goſpel, t 


x W.. 
his conſtant Endeavour to amend that, for which his Con- 
ſcience now {mites him. | | 

But if there ſhould be APPARENT Symptoms: of ap- 
proaching Death. _ | - 

1. Exhort him ſeriouſly to review his paſt Life, to call 
to Mind the moſt remarkable Tranſgreſſions of it; for which 
he ſhould now greatly humble his Soul before Gop, and 


ſincerely renew his Repentance. 
2, Endeavour that his Repentance may be ſincere, and 


unfeigned, to make him Senſible of the Evil and Guilt of 


Sin, from it's Contrariety to the holy Nature of Gop, and 
ſhun the inevitable Ruin, to which it expoſes the Soul. 
9 When he is thus humble and — revive him 
1e amazing Compaſ- 
ſion and Goodneſs of GoD to a World of Sinners, in 
ſending his Son to redeem them by his Death, and the Me- 
rits of the {Redeemer's Sufferings, whoſe Blood cleanſes 
trom all Sin, 8 SEP 
4. Then open to him in a plain and eaſy Manner, the 
Goſpel Method of Salvation by JESUS CHRIST, and the 
only Terms of Pardon there propoſed ; Namely Repen- 
tance, Faith, and renewed Obedience. And tell him that 
Salvation in CHRIST, conſiſts in the lively Exerciſe of 
Love to him, a Deſire to ſerve and pleaſe him, and an hum- 
ble Dependance on his Merits for Juſtification and Pardon, 
and in a deep Self- abhorrence for his Sin. ; 
6. Remind him to ſettle his Affairs, as well as he can, 
and then to think no more of worldly Things. 
7, Leave with him ſome ſuitable Texts of Scripture, 


b | which you apprehend moſt applicable to his State, 


Helps for converſing with one in a good State, 


If you have Reaſon to believe, that he is a real Chriſtian, 
your Work will not be difficult: It may be pleaſant and 
uſeful ; and you may poſſibly receive more Advantage from 
Aim than he does from you, For the Graces of a real Chriſ- 
tian are at ſuch a Time commonly moſt lively, and the 
Tongue very faithful to the Sentiments of the Heart, ſo 
that you will preſently ſee what it is that lies moſtly on his 


Mind, and your preſent Buſineſs will (1) be to adminiſter 


_ Conſolation; 


| 
! 
| 


1 i Oth 
Conſolation; and, (2) if he has any Doubts to remove As to 
them. | | 9 
1. The Conſolation may be taken from his paſt: Expe- WF E. 
rience. Dirett him to look back to the Goodneſs of Go im to 
to him, and the ſenſible Experience he has had of his Love F eat 5 
and Preſence. Bid him think what GOD has done for his Ane 
Soul, and thence draw David's Concluſion, © Becauſe the %% 
* LoRD has been my Help, therefore in the Shadow of "Rang 
* thy Wings will I rejoice.” Pf. Ixiii. 7. | oſe v 


2, Refer his Thoughts to Go D's Character as a F ather ; 13 
and then bid him think of the Compaſſions of a Father to a and th 
weak and helpleſs Child. | NI 


of — the inexhauſtible Stores of divine Mercy in the : _ 
opel. 1 ne 3 
4. Inſiſt on the mighty Efficacy of the Redeemer's N. 
Blood, and 5 NT 
5. The genuine Marks of a true Faith and ſincere Re- prove 
pentance. ‚ 2% 


6. Endeavour to affect his Mind with a lively Apprehen- A Men 
ſion of the heavenly Glory, to which he will very ſhortly * Comf 


be received. 12 th 
If he has any Doubts, endeavour to remove them by tel- Sich 
ting him, that he is not a proper Judge in his own Caſe } © th 
under the preſent Weakneſs of his mental Powers; that the. e, 
Lowneſs of his animal Spirits cauſes him to look too much? Ji. 
on the dark Side, and to fee every Thing in a falſe Light, 7 
that he has no Reaſon to ſuſpett his Caſe to be worſe now, I 
than it was when he had better Hopes concerning it. S BY 
2, Tell him, that the beſt of Men have had their Doubts; ÞZ S 

that, if it be the Sign of a weak Faith, tis however the Sign _ p 
of ſome true Faith. | | | | ns 
3. That it is much ſafer to be doubtful than over confident. . 


4. That however variable our Frame may be, Gop's «© 
4 i for his own Children is always the ſame, unchange- 
Ale. | 9 

5. Aſk him if he has any Hopes? and whether he would fr. 
part with the J Hope he has, for the greateſt Treaſures ; 

on Earth? Bid him examine the Foundation of theſe Hopes, 


as well as hat of his Fears, for he can never judge aright, [ B 
till he looks on both Sides: And oftentimes a real Chriſtian's T & 


weak Hope has a better Foundation than his ſtrongeſt 3 
| 5 | . ner 


Other Helps of converſing with one in a good State. 


hope He is in a State of Grace. - 

1. Endeavour to ſupport Him in a chearful, and animate. 
Him to a thankful Frame. If afraid of Death, repreſent the 
ereat Promiſes of the Goſpel. Endeavour to 1 in Him 
ſadmiring and adoring Thoughts of divine Grace. 

of 2. Exhort Him to bear an honourable Teſtimony to Re- 
ligion with his dying Breath; and to recommend it to all 
Zihoſe who come to Him. 


ö and that this may be ſhewn to all around Him; and exhort 
the Him to guard againſt a peereſh, or fretful Temper to his 
| ® Attendants. | 


EZ ous, that they may turn to the beſt Account. Your Viſits may 
C- 2 prove perhaps of ſingular Advantage ſometimes to Perſons, 
Z ho have before been entirely regardleſs of Religion.—Good 


Alen by your ſeaſonable Aſſiſtance may end Liſe with more 


ly (Com fort to themſelves, and more honourably to Religion: Or, 


/ they live, they 7 make the better Improvement of their 
3 Sickneſs. You ſhould fit them becauſe ** when Heavuineſs in 


le '2 © the Heart of Man maketh it = a good Word often mak- 


Ee 2 © eh it glad,” (Prov. xii. 25.) © removes the Fears of Unbe- 
h' JF « lief, revives the 9 Shꝛrits, and fills the Soul with 
Joy and Peace in belieuing. 


Frequently put up a ſhort Prayer, or a few Ejaculations 
to Gop to bleſs your Endeavours,* and be properly pre- 


ing with the ſick certainly 1s. 
Helps for * with one, who is fich, in Order to diſ- 


cover to which of the foregoing States he may belong. 


Conſider and inquire his general Character, eſ ecially 


| all, 
* See a Form of that Kind among the PRAYERS at the End of this 
the Sick, 


As to Him, concerning whom there is good Reaſon to - 


3. Urge Him to be of a patient and reſigned Behaviour 3 


Ts | N. B. Let not your Viſits be too long, and be very ſolicit- 


i Þ} pared for ſo difficult an Undertaking, as Talking and Pray 


from thoſe who are beſt acquainted with Him; and above 


Book, for the Bleſſing of God on the Endeavours of a Miniſter to aſſiſt 


; 
ſ 
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Parent for a Child; or from a Maſter for a Servant. 

Get what Information you can from Himſelf; eſpecially 
if you have good Reaſon on the Whole to think z,“ of Him. 
If you have only a general Reaſon to think He is wrong 
without great Immoralities to charge upon Him, then be ſo 
much more ſolicitous to gather Something from his own 
Mouth, on which to form a plain and awakening Addreſs. 
You may aſk the fick Perſon ſeriouſly whether he has any 
Thing IN PARTICULAR to ſay to you with Regard to the 
State of his Soul. | | 

And if he has, you may then ſay to his Relations or At- 
tendants, that perhaps it might be more agreeable to him, 
if he was left alone with you. 2 
Put to him ſome of the following Queſtions, which are 
the diſtinguiſhing Charatteriſtics of a good Man; and by 
which he will ſee and acknowledge his own Defects. 


Have you been uſed to ſecret Prayer? 
Have you attended public Worſhip ? 


Have you been accuſtomed to read the Scripture? And, 


if you _—_ do you delight in it, and has it been profitable 
to you: | 

Has Sin ever been your Grief and Burden ? 

What have you done to get rid of it? 

Have you ſtruggled againſt Temptations, and ſtrove to 
avoid them ? 5 

Have you endeavoured to ſubdue the Corruptions of 
your on Heart ? 5 | 

What are your Hopes, and on what Foundation built ? 

Are your Thoughts of the new Covenant of Grace com- 
fortable, and are you grateful for them ? 


Iave you conſidered CHRIST as your Prophet to teach 


you, your Prieſt to intercede for you, and as your King to 
ſubdue the Dominion of Sin in your Heart? There is no 


Room for Hope but in and through Him. 


Have you enquired after the Remedies for the particular 
Diſeaſes of your own Mind? and have you endeavoured (ſo 
far as you have underſtood) to make Uſe of ſuch Remedies ? 

Have you found a Cure gradually going on ? 

Have you endeavoured to govern your Thong. and 
Afﬀettions as well as your outward Conduct? | 5 

To 


all, from rel{zg:ous Perſons. As for Inſtance, from a pious ? 
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have broken them perhaps by notorious Sins, He has 


L a ] 


Do you grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our 


| Saviour JESUS CuRIST ? 2 Pet. iii. 18, 7 


Helps for converſing with 4 Formaliſt. 


No Part of the miniſterial Office, perhaps, is ſo difficult 
to diſcharge as a Converſation with a Formaliſt, for they 
are generally too ſelf- righteous to receive any Profit either 
from the Pulpit, or in private. The Method, which has 


3 ſometimes had the deſired Effect, is to aſk Him a few ſeri- 


ous Queſtions as to znward, and Heart Religion, ſecret 
Preyer and the Government of the THOUGHTS ; and to 
ſay, that if he deſires any Aſſiſtance from you, as a chriſ- 
tian Minifter, he muſt allow you to deal pla:nly with him. 
Shew him ſome Texts of Scripture which deſcribe znward 
Religion, and the Neceſſity of making Heart Work of it.“ 
Intreat him to conſider with the greateſt Sincerity, what 


1 you have ſaid to him, and to pray earneſtly, that GO D would 


give his Bleſſing, and ſo direct and rule his Heart, that he 
may be truly prepared through the Merits and Interceſſion 
of CHRIST, for Life, or for Death. 


Farther Helps for converſing with a Formaliſt. 


It may be very proper, in Order to convince Him of Sin 
to inquire whether He has rightly underſtood the Sprrztu- 
ality and Extent of Gop's Commandments, by which He 
will ſoon ſee whether He had ever conſidered the Com- 
mandments Lt + as extending to the Thoughts and 
Intents of the Heart, and whether, though He may not 
kept 
them 


* Such as the following, With the Heart [not with the Underſtand. 


ing only] Man believeth to Righteouſneſs, and with the Mouth Con- 


*« feflion is made to Salvation,” Rom. x. i. 
The whole Head is ſick and the whole Heart is faint.” Iſa, 1.5. 

* This People draw near with their Mouth, and with their Zips do 
© honour me, but have removed their Heart far from me: and their Fear 
© toward me is taught by the Precepts of Men*” Iſa. xxix. 13. FER 

Keep thine Heart with all Diligence; for out of it are the Iſſues of 
6c Life.” (Prov. iv. 23.) | | IS 

See Pſ. xiv. 3.—Rom. iii. 10. to the ſame Effect.— Pſ. cxxxix. 23. 
Mat. vi. 21,—Mat, xv. 19. | _ 


8 2 


1 taken 


them in the ſpirilual Senſe, But fill He ſhould be told 01:01 


3 


He has committed much Sin, and done much Injury, not M This x 
only to others, but eſpecially to his own Soul, by great, "7 ife. 
numberleſs, and daily Offences againſt the holy Law of JA 
Gop ; nay, that He. has broken every one of them; and jected 


this indeed we all confeſs every Sunday; for, when we hear Wxeceſ] 
the Miniſter repeat the Commandments, we make Anſwer } you | 
after each of them, Lord have Mercy upon us, and in- Day, 


cline our Hearts to keep t/4zs Law.” Our calling for ted te 


Mercy is plainly acknowledging ourſelves guilty. Praye 
The firſt Commandment.) Have you never loved any proſa 
worldly Thing more than GOP and his Favour? Have Com 


you never feared any Thing more than his Diſpleaſure, flo T. 
as to neglect a known Duty rather than draw on yourſelf ard. 
ſome temporal Inconvenience. If ſo, then this was a Subſ 
Breach of the firſt Commandment, for our LORD'Ss Words e 
are, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, 
* and with all thy Soul, and with all thy Mind,” Matt. 
_—__ | 
The ſecond Commandment.] This Commandment re- 
ſpetts the Manner of expreffmg the Devotion of the Heart, 
and therefore whatever in this Service has been unbecom- 
ing, ſuch as wandering Thoughts, Careleſſneſs and Ignorance, 
as well as uſing Images, is a Breach of this ſecond Com- 
mandment. So allo is a Neglect of GoÞb's Service. Here 
I ſuppoſe you cannot pretend to be not guilty, Conſe- 
quently your coming to Church and Sacrament in a care- 
leſs and unthinking Manner, deſerves rather to be reckoned 
among your Sins, than truſted to for Juſtification before 
Gop. This is a Breach of the ſecond Commandment. 7 
Who will pretend to aſſert that there is leſs Guilt in loving ally 
Gold, or prefering Pleaſure before GoD, than in bowing of 
down to a graven Image of Wood or of Stone? Whatever 8 a 
we love more than Go p, is our Ido}; and unleſs we under- : 
ſtand the Commandments as they are read every Sunday in 
thts Manner, how can we with any Meaning join in the 
Reſponſe after each Commandment, © Lord have Mercy 
* upon us,” conſcious as we muſt be, that we have never 
literally, bowed down to a graven Image nor committed 
Murder. 
The third Commandment.] Have you not frequently 
| taken 


taken the Loxo's Name in vain, uſing it needleſsly, and 
without an awful Senſe of his Majeſty, of whom you ſpake! 


t This you have done perhaps ten Thouſand Times in your 
Life. This is a Breach of the thzrd Commandment. 


> The fourth Commandment.| Whenever you have neg- 
lected to attend public Worſhip on the Sabbath, without a 
Z neceſſary Hindrance, ſuffered worldly Thoughts to unfit 
you for Gop's Service—done worldly Buſineſs on that 
Day, which might have been done on another, and neglec- 
ted to devote the whole to GOD, by Reading, Hearing, 
Prayer, Meditation, and uſeful Converſation, you have 
profaned the Lord's Day. This is a Breach of the fourth 
2 Theſe four firſt Commandments contain our Duty to- 
Zwards GoD, and make what is called the firſt Table. The 


Subſtance of which is, © Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 


2* Gop with all thy Heart.“ Mat. v. 28. But you come 
ſhort of this, whenever you have not acted to the Glory of 
ZGop. Now what can even the beſt of us think of his In- 
nocence, in regard to the Duties of this firſt Table. 

As to the other Six, which contain our Duty towards our 
* Neighbour, as explained by our Lord in his Sermon on the 
3 — ; how can you preſume to ſay that you have obeyed 
them? | 
ue fifth Commandment. |] All Parts of your Behaviour, 
Z which are unſuitable to the Station, in which Providence 
has placed you, all Irreverence, and proud Cenſuring of 
your Svperiors, and all unkind and injurious Treatment of 
*thoſe, who are beneath you, are certainly breaches of the 
Iiſth Commandment. | 
Ine ſixth Commandment. ] Cauſeleſs Anger, and eſpeci- 
ally injurious Language, is accounted by our Lord a Degree 
of Murder, Mat. v. 22. Duelling on whatever Occaſion, 
is an atrocious Breach of this Commandment. * Thou 
Z ſhalt do no Murder” is a Commandment, which to men- 
tion even on a Suſpicion, that you was Guilty of it may 
Ht firſt ſtartle your Indignation. But what ſays the Scrip- 
Sure? He that /oveth not his Brother abideth in Death.“ 
John 11.14. * Whoever hateth his Brother, is a Murderer.“ 
¶Verſe 15) See hkewiſe, Mat. v. 22. Conſider the extenfroe 
NIeaning of this Commandment, and hen ſay whence pro- 
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ceed Quarrels, cauſeleſs Anger, Wrath, Str ife, and the like f 


Whence but from Murderons Principles in the Heart 
Ne ſeventh Commandment.] Our Lo Rp tells us that 

Wantonneſs in the Eye and Heart is eſteemed Adultery. 

(Mat. v. 28.) in the Sight of Gop. Did you never know 


an impure Defire? Did you never indulge a laſcivious 
Thought? How can Purity, which is the End of this Com- 
mandment, preſide in the Heart, from which flow the im- 


pure Streams of filthy Communication and indecent Jeſting, 
though they may be conveyed in ſeemingly. decent Terms. 


Theſe Things are Breaches of the ſeventh Commandment. 


De eighth Commanadment.] Thou ſhalt. not ſteal. — 
Let us pauſe awhile, and conſider its Extent and Spirituali- 
ty. =It is not only the Robber and the Thief, who take 
away Something confeſſedly mine, who. are guilty. of the 
Breach of this Commandment ; but he alfo is guilty, who 


takes an unjuſt Advantage in buying and ſelling. . He, who 


uſes a light Weight, or a ſhort Meaſure, is a Thief before 
Gonp.—He, who borroweth, and payeth not again, when 
it is in his Power to do it. He, who buys or ſells Commo- 
dities, which have not paid the legal Duties. In ſhort, all 
Sorts of Condutt towards others in Money Matters, which 


we would not have others practiſe towards vs, are the ſinful 


ple ſtands condemned zn the Spirit, though not in the Letter 
of the ezgath Commandment, 


Fruits of a diſhoneſt Princtple in the nn which Princi- 


he ninth Commandment. Taking away another”s. good 


Name, on which. perhaps his Intereſt, Uſefulneſs, Trade, 
and Livelihood may depend, is contrary to this Command- 


ment; as are all Evil-ſpeaking, raſh Cenſuring, hinting 
Faults, heſitating Diſlike, repeating Stories injurious to his 
Character, and ſecretly raiſing Suſpiczons of him without 
Ends.  —_ - : „ 

ue tenth Commandment.) All Murmuring and Diſcon— 


tent, Envy, and Greedineſs, are Sins forbidden by this 


Commandment; eſpecially the Sinfulneſs of Gaming. 


Thou ſhalt not covet.” How few are the Conſciences 


wounded (as they ought to be) with a Senſe of Guilt for the 
Tranſgreſhon of this Commandment. A thouſand irregular 


Deſires puſs thro the Heart; and may lodge there continu- ? 
ally: Teo many live in the Violation of this Law, account- 


ing 


L 27 J 
ing themſelves pure and without Offence. St. Paul was of 
another Mind ; © I had not known Luſt, ſays he, unleſs the 
* Law had declared, Thou ſhalt not covet.” From the Uſe 
the Apoſtle makes of this tenth Commandment, it may 
clearly be ſeeii, that the Law takes Notice of the Heart, as 


well as of the outward Actions. Hence alſo it is plain, that 


much Guilt may be contracted, which does not appear to 
any human Eye. * 
lf the ſick Perſon be very weak, converſe only on 


the four firſt Commandments, and deter the Remainder, 


- 


till the next Viſit, 


Helps for 2 with one, who is ignorant in order to 
enforce on him proper Notions of Religion. 


As you ſeem unacquainted with Religion, I wiſh to give 
you ſome right Notions of it, particularly 
Ok the Attributes of Go, as ever preſent—as all know. 
ing—as all powerful—as all wiſe—as merciful and juſt, 
Of the Fall of Man. 7 RR 
Of Baptiſm, its Privileges and Obligations. | 
Ot Repentance, eſpecially repenting in Time of Health. 
Ot a Death-bed Repentance. 
Of Faith and Works. . 
Of Prayer, ſecret, Family and public. 
Of a State of Grace, and a State of Nature. 
Of the Sacrament, | 
Ok Death, Judgment, Heaven and Hell. 
On each of theſe I propole to converſe with you from 
Time to Time, as Opportunity may permit. 


Helps for converſing with one who ts careleſs and 
| inconſiderate. 


| Know chou, that for all theſe Things Gop will bring 


* thee into Judgment.“ Eccleſ. xi. 9. You ſhould there- 
fore conſider well the baptiſmal Covenant, wherein you 
have prouiſed 3 1 
1. To renounce What GoD has forbidden, namely, all 
the Works of the Devil, the Pomps and Vanities of this 
wicked World, and all _ ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh, T 
2 = 2, 10 
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2. To believe what Go p has taught, namely, all the Ar- 
ticles of the chriſtian Faith. . 

3. To practiſe what Gop has commanded, namely, to 
keep GoD's holy Will and Commandments, and to walk in 
the fame all the Days of your Lite. 55 

Conſider moreover the Want of due Reflection that has 
deſtroyed many; and remember that of the Seed ſown only 
one Part in four is repreſented as being productive. Think 
on the Condition of the thoughtleſs, hardened and worldly 
<9" be alarmed at your own Danger, and bring forth 

ruit. | | 

Heaven 1s a Gift, but Conditions are required on our 
Parts to receive it. FI 

Fear the worſt, that you may provide for the better. 
«© Work out your Salvation (ſays the Apoſtle) with Fear 
and Trembling.” | | 
_ Confider the many Ways of miſcarrying. 

To feel Nothing is a Sign of ſpiritual Death, 
godly Life. = EE 

Nothing can be hid from Gop, to whom all Hearts 
are known. | TS | | 

If it be alledg'd, that you have done no Harm, permit 
me to aſk you what are the good Works you perform ? 

What is your Love to Go and CHRIST? 

What is your Zea/ ? What is your Activity in the Ser- 
vice of CHRIST? © Be :zealous of good Works.“ Tit. 
ii. 14. Ws 

You ſhould conſider your Sins in general, and then en- 


not of a 


ter into a particular Examination of them. 


How has your Duty to Gop (the firſt Duty) been per- 


| form'd, as well as (the ſecond) your Duty to Man? 


Have you lived ſoberly, righteouſly, and godlily ? Re- 


member that though many are called, few are choſen, com- 


paratively with thoſe, who are condemn'd. 


Helps for Converſation {founded on ſuitable Texts) with 
Backſliders ; ſuch as have left off Prayer, public 
Worſhip, and other religious Duties. 


1. You had better never have known the Way of Righte. 
ouſneſs than after having known it to turn from it. (2 Pet. 
* | 2, Remember 


+4 
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2, Remember from whence you are fallen, repent, and 
do the firſt Works: (Rev. ii. 5.) Otherwiſe your Cafe will 
be dreadful. = 
g. The Backſlider in Heart ſhall be filled with his own 


ays. (Prov. xiv. 14.) 


i 


4. Beware of Backſliding for the future, =” 

5. Take with you Words, and turn to the Log, and 
He will heal your Backſlidings. (Hoſ. xiv. 2 and 4.). - 

Your Soul by this Bach ſlideng is brought into a miſerable 
State; yet (bleſſed be GoD !) your Cale is not deſperate. 
Let me beſeech you 2mmeatately to return to GoD by deep 
Humiliation before Him for ſo aggravated an Offence ;— 
by renewed Regards to the divine Mercy in CHRISTH; by 
an ohen Profeſſion of Repentance, where your Sin has given 
public Offence; by frequently reviewing this unhappy Fall 
for future Caution, and by guarding againſt every Ten- 
dency to a Declon ſion in Religion. 


Helps for Converſation with one in his Sickneſs, who had diſ- 
regarded Religion, urging ham to accept the Terms of the 
Goſpel, and aſſuring him of the Forgiveneſs of has Sins. 


Lou have lived a worldly Life, mindful] only of earthly 


Things, neglecting GoDp and your Salvation, and all the 
Mercies offered you in the Goſpel. Are you now unfeign- 
edly grieved for this? Not only becauſe it has brought you 
ſo near to Ruin, but alſo becauſe it has diſpleaſed Gop, 
and deprived you of that holy and comfortable Lite, which 
you might all this while have lived, and endangered all 
your Hope of Heaven, Do you ſo far relent that your 
Heart is actually changed, ſo much changed, that you had 
rather lead an holy life on Earth, and in the Sight and En- 
joyment of GoD for ever, than to have all the Pleaſures 
and Proſperity of this World? Do you hate your Sins, 


loath yourſelf for them, and truly defire to be made holy ? 


Are you firmly reſolved, that, if GoD ſhould reſtore you to 
Health, you will lead a new Lite—that you will forſake 
your worldly Maxims, and all yeur wilful Sins - and ſet 
yourſelf in good Earneſt to learn the Will of Gop, to call 
upon him daily, and make it your chief Care to pleaſe Him, 


and to ſave your immortal Soul? | 
| A Are 


| L © 

Are you willing for theſe Ends to give yourſelf up abſo- 
Iu zly now to Gop the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Thoſt, as your reconciled Father, your Saviour, and your 
Santtifier, to be ſanctified, juſtified, and ſaved from your 
Sins, and from the Wrath of Gop, and to live to GoD in 
Love and Holineſs? And are you willing to bind yourſelt 
to this by entering into a Covenant with Gop, renouncing 


the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil ? 


Either your Heart is willing and ſincere in this Reſolution 


and Covenant, or it is not:: There is no Hope, that your 


Sins ſhould be pardoned, and your Soul be- ſaved, on any 


other, or eaſier Terms. And though Gob 1s merciful, 
and CHRIST died for Sinners, it was never his Intention 
to fave the impenitent, and unſanctified. But, rf your 
Heart unfeignedly conſent to this Covenant, I have the Au- 
thority. of CHRIST himſelf to tell you, that GOD will be 


your reconciled Gop and Father, that CHRIST will be 
your Saviour, that the HoLy SP1R1T will be your Sanctifier 
and Comforter, that your Soul ſhall be ſaved, and that you 


{hall dwell in Heaven with Gop for ever. Go conſented 


before you conſented. He ſhewed his Conſent in purchaſ- 


ing, making, and offering you this Covenant. Shew your 


unteigned Conſent now by accepting and by giving up your. 


ſelf unreſervedly to Him, and you have Cur1sT's Blood, 
Spirit, and Sacrament to ſeal it to you, Sin and the W orld 


have deceived you, but truſt in CHRIST on the Terms gf 


the Goſpel Covenant, and He will never deceive you, 
And now, alas! what Pity is it, that a Soul, which is in 
a miſerable State, and mult be loſt tor ever, if it have not 
Help (and Gee Help too) ſhould be deprived of all this 
Grace and G{ory; and only for Want of repenting and con- 
ſenting. What Pity is it that a Soul, which is ready to go 
into another World, where Mercy ſhall never more be of. 
fered, ſhould rather ſtupidly go on to a Place of Torment, 
than return to GoD, and his Mercy, Do but truly repent 
and agree to this Covenant, and all the Mercies of it are 
certainly yours. GoD will be your Gop; and CHRIST, and 
the Spirit, and Pardon, and Heaven and all are yours, — 


Oh that the Lord may open your Heart and perſuade you 


not to be undone and loſt for ever for Want of accepting 


the Mercy that 1s here offered you, 
FE ” - And 


* 


W 
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And now I know it would be comfortable to yon, if you 
could be fully aſſured, that you are forgiven, and ſhall be 
ſaved. In a Matter of ſuch unſpeakable Importance, how 
joyful would a well-grounded Certainty be to any Man, who 
has the right Uſe of his Underſtanding? I am authorized 
therefore from the Word of GoDp to declare, that there is. 
no Cauſe of your Doubting on hrs Part, but only.on your. 
o. There is no Doubt to be made whether Gop be. 
merciful, nor whether CyR1sT be a ſufficient Saviour, 

and Sacrifice for your Sins, nor whether the Covenant be 
ny lie, and Promiſe of Pardon and Salvation to all truly peni- 
= tent Believers be ſtrong and unalterable. All the Doubt. 1s, 
on whether your Faith and Repentance be ſincere, or not. 
ur And as for that, I can tell you how you may know it, and 
u- I will explain the Truth to you, that I may neither decerve . 
be you, nor unneceſſarily diſcourage you. 85 | 4 
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®  (1.)'Tf this Repentance and Change, which you now pro- 
feſs, and this Covenant, which you have now made with 
u FZ Gov, proceed only from a preſent. Fear, and not from, a 
d 4 renzwed Heart: (2.) And if your Reſolutions be 
-' 7 ATuch, as would not bind you to lead an holy Life; ſhould. 
Tr 2} you recover, but would be ineffectual to aniwer 'any good 
—Purpoſe; then it would be only a forced hypocritical Re- , 
„ 5 and would not ſave you, if you ſhould die in that 
| = ome _ 7 ST  .- . . 2 
f Y (1.) But if your Reperitance and Covenant proceed not 
> only from preſent Fear, but from a renewed Heart, which 
| > now loves Gop, CHRIST, Heaven, and Holineſs, better 
than all the Honour, Riches, and Pleaſures ofthe World, and 
be ſuch, that you would not relinquiſh the divine. Favour 
on any Terms. (2.) And, if this Change of Heart be ſuch, 
* as, 1 recover, would excite and bind you to lead 


— — 
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an holy Life, and would not decline, or dwindle into an 
huypocritical Formality, when the Fright from Sickneſs was 1 
over, then I can aſſure you from the Word of Gop, that, 
if you die in ſuch a State of Repentance, you will certain 
be ſaved. FS 


— 
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awakened convinced Sinner. 


* 1, You ſhould be thankful that there is Room for Hope. 
_* FJesUs CHRIST came into the World to ſave the Chief 


* of Sinners.” (1 Tim. i. 15.) 


2, You ſhould meditate frequently on the Promiſes to | 5 


Repentance, Confeſſion, and Humiliation, ** Repent and 
* be hs ca that your Sins may be blotted out.“ (Acts 
ut, 19.) | 

3. , "4 ſhould endeavour to impreſs on your Mind the 
Inſtances of the Acceptance and Eſſicacy of Repentance 
and Humiliation ; ſuch as the Converſion of the Perſecutor 
Paul; of the Gaoler at Philippi; and of the once profligate, 
but afterwards holy Corinthians. Let the wicked forſake 
* his Way, and the unrighteous Man his Thoughts; and 
let him return unto the LORD, and he will have Mercy 
upon him, and to our Gop, tor he will abundantly par- 
don.“ (Iſai. Iv. 7.) 

4. You ſhould break off all your Sins, and prattiſe the 
Duties you have negletted, eſpecially Prayer. Ceaſe to 


do Evil: Learn to do well.” (Iſai. i. 1.) 


5. But make no Delay. To Day, if vou will hear his 
Voice, harden not your Hearts. (Heb. in. 7.) 


Helps in General premous to a Converſation with doubting, 
melancholy, and deſpairing Chriſtzans. | 


In converſing with ee, it ſhould be wel! conſidered 
what is the true Source and Original of this melancholy 
Gloom, unreaſonable Fear, and groundleſs Deſpair. Whe- 
ther it ariſes from bodily Diſorders; from worldly Loſſes 
and Afflictions from ſome grievous Sin committed; 
from an exceſſive Apprehenſion and Timidity of Spirit. 

he Perſon himſelf may perhaps zmpute it to none of theſe 
auſes, but either to GoD's Deſertion, or the Buffetings 
of Satan,—But all theſe Cauſes muſt be carefully diſtin- 
gui ſned and explained, for they are frequently mzſtaken ; 
And, after this has been done, the Advice given to them, 
and Converſation with them, cannot be here mentioned 


dictinctiy, 


r 
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Helps for a Converſation Lf pew on ſuitable Texts) with an, : 


diſtin: 
ſhirili 


verſat 


Helps 
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= a/tinfy, but muſt be according to the true Source of their 
/prritual Trouble, Some helps however tor a general Con- 
verſation with them are here pointed out. | 


Helps for Converſation with one, who is oppreſſed with many 
a * | len and unreaſonable Fir — 


You are too much dejected and doubtful, concerning 
your Salvation,—He who is jealous of himſelf, is always 
in the ſafeſt Condition: The moſt conſiderate and beſt pre- 
pared have Fears, eſpecially in a Bed of Sickneſs; and to 
tear Nothing then, is either a ſingular Felicity, or a dan- 
gerous Preſumption.— Comfort yourſelf with thinking on 
the Terms of the Goſpel ;—that 'tis a Covenant of Grace 
and Mercy to at who-ſeek it; that FEsUS CHR1sT came 
into the World to ſave penitent Sinners;—that He conti- 
nues our Advocate in Heaven ;—that He daily intercedes 
for you;—that the Angels rejvice at the Converſion of a 
Sinner ;—that there are different Degrees of Glory in Hea- 
ven that GO p has promiſed to hear Prayer; that He. 
ſiſts us with his Spirit, and his Miniſters, as it were, be- 

ſcech us in CHRIST's Stead to be reconcited to Him; (2 
Cor. v. 20. (that we are ordered to ſhew ſuch a Temper 
of Forgivenels to-others, only to animate us to truſt in the 
much more unbounded Mercy of "Go p.—But thoſe, who 
have converſed with ſuch Perſons, and hear their Manner of 
2 evading every Argument, which could be ſuggeſted to their 
Relief, muſt have had full Conviction, that whatever is at- 
2? tempted in Behalf of ſuch pitiable Objects, ſhould be un: 
> dertaken entirely in an humble Dependence on : the-divine 
* Bleſſing; looking to that gracious and compaſſionate Re- 
> gdeemer, who in Prophecy is repreſented as ſaying, I am 
( ſent to bind up the broken-hearted, and to give the Gar: 
ment of Praiſe. for the Spirit of Heavineſs.“ Iſai, xl. 1. 

and 3. 
= . \ | : 1 5 
Helps for a ſhort Converſation wii one, who, though a real 
Chriſizan, is grievouſly tormented with wicked and 
blaſphemous Thoughts. N 


Theſe will not be — to you as Sen, any more than 
5 5 5 0 Aa 
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a Fever, or any bodily Diſtemper, which you did not wil- Z 
lingly procure, and from which you have tried all Means 
to be freed —* My Brethren, ſays St. James, count it all 

Dy when you fall into divers Temptations,” (James 1. 2.) 
Our Saviour Himſelf was tempted; and the beſt of Men 
have always been the moſt obnoxious to the Malice of the 
Devil. To be fo much concerned at ſuch evil Thoughts 
is a certain Argument of a good Diſpoſition, fince the 
wicked are rather pleaſed with them than tormented. 


Helps for converſing with one who is under religious 
1 Melancholy. | . 


Some truly religious Perſons. * are at Times, under ſad © 
Apprehenſions of not being in the Favour of GoD, becauſe toc 
they find their Devotions cold, their Delight in ſpiritual m 
Matters not fo great as their Delight in Things of the 
World, and from other Cauſes. „ 5 

1. Shew yourſelt affectionately concerned for the dif. 
treſſed State of ſuch a Perſon. _ 9 

2. Endeavour to convince: Him, that it is partly a bodily , * lo 
Diſeaſe which affects his Mind, | „„ E 
. Inform Him, that the different Degrees of Affection 
with which Men ferve Gop, very often depend on the : — 
Difference of their Tempers and Conſtitutions ; that the * © 
frſt Motions of our Minds, as it is impoſſible to hindes | ke 
them, are not reckoned finfu!, provided we do not encou. fi 


Tage = @. i IO ; ; | | + O 
4. Correct his miſtaken Apprehenſions concerning ſome © 2 
r a TR. — M 
5. Caution Him againſt other Things, which may in- 1 t 


creaſe and prolong his Diſeaſe. 


7 
6. Be ; 
* IT cannot do ſuch, as are in this unhappy Way, more eſſential Ser- , 
- vice, than by recommending to them a little Tract, intitled Obſervations | 

on the Nature, Cauſes, and Cure of Melancholy, eſpecially of that which is 1 
commonly called religious Melancholy, written by the Rev. Mr. Benja- : | 
min Fawcett, A.M printed in 1780, and fold by Longman and Buck. 
land, in Pater-noſter-Row, London. Let them ſee likewiſe, Dr. Clark's 
rmon, (late Rector of St. James's, London,) onreligious Melancholy, 

rom Job vi. 4. Vol. x. 8vO. Edition, 315 and 316. 8 


. 5 5 . 


CARE,) are melancholy hypochondriacal People, who, 


will be unfaith 


11 

6. Be ſure to inform Him of Perſons recovered from as 

bad à State. ⁵⁵vuů - 9 95 
The greater Part of thoſe, who think they are troubled 

in Mind, (ſays Biſhop Burnet, Page 117 of is PASTORAL. 


what through ſome falſe Opinions in Religion, what thro' 
a Foulneſs of Blood, ene by their inactive Courſe 
of Life, in which their Minds work too much, becauſe 
bodies are too little employed, fall under dark and cloudy 
Apprehenſions, of which they can give no clear, nor good 
Account. This in the greateſt Part is to be removed by 
Medicines; yet ſuch Perſons are much to be #1tzed, and a 
little kumoured in their Diſtemper. They mult be diverted 
from {/inking too much, being too much alone, or dwelling 
too Fong on Thoughts, which are. too hard. for them to. 
maſter, £ *- - 


Helps for converſing with one, who is in Deſpair, 


Deſpair is a Diſhonour to Gop. Thoſe, who deſpair, _ . 
lole the Comtort of Gop's Mercies, by refuſing to believe, 
and apply them. © God, is not willing (ſays St. Peter 
that Any ſuch periſh, but deſires, that M7 oul, be ſaved.” 1 
For this End you was created. He is ſo far from being 
extreme to mark what is amiſs, that he will not refuſe the _ 
returning Prodigal—nor reject any penitent.— He. has, aſ- 
ſured us, he will not break the bruiſed Reed - Forgiveneſs 

of Sins is the ſpecial Grace of the Goſpe]—all. reaching 
and Prayers are in vai if Gop be unforgiving... CHRIST. .. « 
died for, Sinners, and Hath comprehended Hund *. Sin. 
that through Him he might have Mercy upon all. (Rom. 


Xi. 32.) If any Man fin, we have an r 1 


Father, IE SUS, CHRIST, the righteous.— St. Paul files, .. 
that if any. Man be overtaken in a Fault, ye. Whe are ſpiri. 
tual, ſhould reſtore ſuch a. Man in the Spirit of Meekneſs, 
conſidering leſt ye alſo be betrayed. Do not imagine G + 
1 ful to his Promiſes. Thoſe, who are moſt 
grieved and wearied with the Burdenof their Sins, are moſt 5 
the Objetts of Gop's Mercy... The beſt: of Men deſerve it 5 


- 


not, and you (though the worſt) are not forbidden. fo hope 


for it Vou cannot und a you have done, but there is 


. 


a Remedy a Remiſſion of Sin, that you may not periſh. ſential 
' You ſay in the Creed, that you believe in the Forgiveneſs Neight 
of Sins: Now prove the Sincerity of that Belief. Pray to Mt ſervatu 
Go to enable you to reſiſt all the fiery Darts of the Devil. call ou 
Caſt all your Care upon GoDp, and depend on him for the It is ne 
Event, which you may be aſſured will be juſt, and for the of Che 
ſame Reaſon full of Mercy. You ſhould uſe all the Ef. when 
forts of Reaſon and Religion to make you love Go: And himſfel 
can he, who loves God, periſh ? It is impoſſible. FF phlegr 
Theſe Arguments ſhould never be uſed but to well-diſpoſed elſe f. 
Perſons, or reformed rr if the ſick Perſon Nve them. 
lived in a Courſe of Sin to tfe Time of his Sickneſs, theſe the fe 
| Conſiderations are improper. * | in his 
N. B. A Miniſter cannot be too careful how he admi- thoug 
niſters that Comfort to the vicious, which belongs only to and e 

real Chriſtians, leſt he ſhould proſtitute Things ſacred, en- 1 fear. 

courage Vice, and render his Diſcourſe deceitful, as the fall. 
ſick Perſon would find it to be by dreadful Experience in | 
a Place of Puniſhment. Few however c ritrvely are © Helps 

_ tempted by too great Fears of miſcarrying: The moſt pro: 

fligate are more inclined to unwarrantable Aſſurances of their 7 © 
future Salvation, Thoſe therefore who attend the Sick, © It 
ſhould endeavour to prevent this great and reigning Impoſi 13 
tion of the Devil, 1.1 
Hielhs jor conver fing with a preſumptuous Sinner. Pati 

A Man cannot think too lowly of himſelf, but may eafily 19. 
run into the contrary Extreme. The bold and arrogant 4 
« do 


Sinner ſhould well conſider this.— The Growth in Grace 
is flow, difficult, uncertain, often interrupted, confiſting of Het 
a great Variety and almoſt innumerable Parts and Diftinc- © 


p ; n-., 
. 
"I 


"Ha s, Which a careleſs Perſon can never diſcover.— The q . © fo 
more you preſume, the greater Reaſon you have to fear, 1 
becauſe yoze Confidence ariſes from your not underſtandings } 8 

the Dangers and Folncs of ſuch a Self-conceit. Your Heart 2 
is deceitiul, deceiving 260 - dece ing others in various In- 5 
ſtances, being often in the Gall of Bitterneſs, when you foll 
appear with the faireſt Outſide to the World. It is certain you 


that alt have finned and come ſhort of the Glory of Go; | 
and eſ- 


ſential 


but not ſo certain that any one's Repentance is real, 


22 


Mat. iii. 8. 


0 


ſential to Salvation.—Virtue and Vice are often ſo near 
Neighbours, that we paſs the Borders, of each, without Ob. 
ſervation, and think we do juſtice when we are cruel, or 


call ourſelves liberal, when we are profuſe in our Expences. 
It is not eaſy to diſtinguiſh between the Vices of Nature and 


of Choice; but oftentimes a Man {ſhall boaſt of his Sobriety 
when 'tis againſt his Nature to be intemperate, and think 
himſelf chaſte by abſtaming from Women, when from a 
phlegmatic conſtitution, he has little Deſire after them, or 
elſe from prudential, not religious Monves, refrains from 
them. The ſelf-accufing Publican was juſtify'd rather than 
the ſelf-confident Pharifee.— Adam in Paradiſe= David in 
in his Houſe—Solomon in the Temple—Peter and Judas, 
though Diſciples, and Nicholas among the Deacons fell, 
and even the Angels in Heaven. Be not high-minded, but 
fear. When moſt confident of yourſelf take Heed, leſt you 


fall. 
Helhs for conver ſing with the Sick, on the immediate Duties of 


Sickneſs. - 


It is your Duty _ 27 

1. To bear your Sickneſs with Patience. 

If your Pain or Confinement tempt you to Impattence, 
read, (or cauſe to be read to you) theſe Texts concerning 
Patience, and frequently meditate on them: 

In your Patience poſſeſs ye your Souls.” Luke xxi. 
% For ye have Need of Patience; that after ye have 
done the Will of Gop, ye might receive the Promiſe.“ 


Heb. x. 36. | 1 1 
„Wherefore doth a LIVING Man complain, a Man 


for the Puniſhment of his Sins.” Lam. iii. 39. 


« Ye have heard of the Patience of Job.” James v. 11. 


*« Be ye alſo patient.” James v. 8. | 
2. It is your Duty to repent you truly of your Sins. 
When you exerciſe your Repentance meaztate on the 


following Texts. St. John the Baptiſt has fully inſtructed 


you to know whether your Repentance is true., 
„Bring forth, ſays he, Fruits meet for Repentance.“ 


« For 


98 J. 
« For I acknowledge my Tranſgreſſions : and my Sin i 
* ever before me.” Pſal. li. 3. | 
© Let the wicked forſake his Way, and the unrighteons 
„Man his Thoughts: and let him return unto the LoRp, 
* andhe will have mercy upon. him, and to our Gop, for 
he will abundantly pardon.” Iſai. Iv. . 
The Lob is long-ſuffering to us-ward, not willing 
* that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to Re- 5 
* pentance.” 2 Pet. iii. 9. FE: 
If any Man ſin, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
"JESUS CuR1sT the righteous : And he is the Propitia- oF 
uon - for our Sins; and not for our Sins only, but alſo for 
the Sins of the whole World.” 1 John 1 li. 1 and 2. 1 
3. It is your Duty to believe in Chrijt, and to truſt in God © 
for the Performance of has Promiſes. | 3 
If you doubt the Pardon of your Sins, and are tempted to \ 
deſpond, you ſhould medztate on the following Texts. 5 
* Looking unto 3 the Author and Finiſher of our 
* Faith ; wio for the Joy that was ſet before him endured 
the Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame, and is ſet down at te 

* right Hand of the Throne of Gop.” Heb. xii. 2. = 

© He. is able to ſave them to the uttermoſt, that come 

* unto Go by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make Inter- 

— for them.“ Heb. vii. 25. 1 

Though he ſlay me, yet will I truſt in. him.” Job. 
xiii. 13. 

5 = ſhall not be afraid of evil Tidings; Bis Heart i 1s 
* fixed, truſting in the LORD. Pſa. cxi. 7. 

« Let us therefore come boldly unto the Throne of Grace, 

* that we. may obtain Mercy, and find Grace to- help 1 in 
* Time of Need.” Heb. iv. 16. | 

„This is a faithful Saying, and winks of all Acc ta- 
tion, that CHRIST FESUs came into the World to ſave 
Sinners. 1 Tim. I. 16. 

Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, 

* and I will give you Reſt,” Mat. xi. 28. 

Though you may be eaſy zn yourſelf, as to Jour W 0 
Concerns, you may nevertheleſs be in great Trouble, and 
Concern in Regard to others, You have perhaps a Wife 
and Children very ſlenderly provided for; and it may grieve 
you- to leave om in Poverty. * 
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Sin 15 | 


If you ſhould be troubled on t@r Account, meattate on 
dhe following Texts. | 74 | 
lteous | Leave thy fatherleſs Children, I will preſerve them 
ORD, © alive, and let thy Widows truſt in me,” Jer. xlix. 11. 
D, for 5 Caſt all your Cares upon GoD, for he careth for you,” 

= 1rct,V.7. I” 5 x: ; 

villing ” In i the fatherleſs findeth Mercy.” Hoſea xiv. 3. 
o Re. 4. And be willing to die. . 


ather, 


pitia. A 
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ed to ing, neither ſhall there be any more Pain: for the for- 
mer Things are paſſed away.“ Rev. xxi. 4. _ 
our There remaineth a Re/t tor the People of GOD.“ Heb. 
ured iv. 9. | 1 _ „ io 
the «Thanks be to GoDp, who giveth us the Victory, thro? 
Isos. CHRIST.“ 1 Cor. xv. 57. : ; 
>me | | 5 5 > 
ter- Helps for converſing with a Child at any Time ; eſpecially » 
„% 
OD, | i RE 33 „„ ons 1 
: So made all. Things—GoDp knows all Things—=Gop 
| 18 fees you every Where Gon is able to help you, and re- 
ſtore you to Health— He is gracious and mercttul.—You _ 
be, want his Protection by Night and Day to keep you from 
in Evil, and to make you always ſafe and happy—you are a 
8 ſinful Creature, and want Forgiveneſs - you ſtand in Need 
ta- of his Grace to do your Duty; [eſpecially now in the Time 
ve of Sickneſs ]|—the Brings you know are to be fought for 
of Gop by Prayer, therefore you will pray to im—all are 
n, ais Mercies which you receive, for which he ought to be 
. praiſed, therefore you will. praiſe him—you ſhould acknow- 
at ledge that all your Hopes of Acceptance, is through JESUS 
d. Cur1sT, your Mediator, and humbly beg of Gob, that 
e {whether ,you recover, or whether this Sickneſs be unto 
N > Rt) Bl? ne : 
e eath,}"you may be accepted of him. = 
f ond 2 


. 39 


Ik you, ſhould be afraid to die, editatę on theſe Texts. 
> © Duſt thou art, and unto Duſt thou ſhalt return.“ Gen, 
„ 1 =. | | 

= * fi we have no continuing City ; but ſeek one. to 
come. Heb. xm EEE: yo 
60 ſhall wipe away all Tears from their Eyes; and 
there ſhall be no more Death, neither Sorrow, nor cry- 


3 : 


— 


. 


Helhs for cover fing with one, wito has no ſuitable religious 
Impreſſions on tus Mind. | | 


Men too often think Ag of Religion. till Death is rea- 
dy to ſurpriſe them, —Confider this before Time and Hope 
are gone for ever. | 3 

1. Think what you are; and for what End and Work 
you came into the World. You are a Man of Reaſon, and 


your Maker, not with the Leavings of the Fieſh, but with 
all your Heart and Might: * And ſhould not a Creature 
live to the End and Uſes for which it was made! How 
will you anſwer for ſuch treacherous Ungodlineſs! 


2, It is Time for you to have ſerious Thoughts of that 


eternal Life, to which you are now haſtening. If you 
could ſleepily forget it all the Way, ſurely it would be 
Time to awake, when you were come almoſt thither. 

3. Seeing you are ſo near the Judgment of Gop, where 
your Soul mult receive its final Sentence, it is high Time 
to judge yourſelf, and know in what State you now are; 
whether in a State of Salvation, or Condemnation. : 

4: I would adviſe you therefore, to look back upon your 


ſinful Life with Sorrow; not only becauſe of the Danger 


to yourſelf, but alſo becauſe you have offended GOD! 
What think you now of a ſinful, and an holy Life? 

5. Reſolve then to give yourſelf up in an hearty Cove- 
nant to GOD! Fake Him, as your Creator, CHRIST, as. 
re the HoLy GHrosr, as your Sandcti- 
Her; and he will take you as one of his Children, Though 
late He will accept and pardon you, if you do it in Since- 
rity. But ſee that 


Him any more. 7 


wee tac changed? your Hear and: 


*% drawn it to Himſelf, (John vi. 44.) be thank ful for ſuch 


* Let us not meaſure ourſelves (Ons preſent Brſhop of LandaF. 
Dr. Watſon;) by worldly Riches. Th 


| ſhameful, and impious is it, to proſtitute Qurſelves to the Trifles of this 
World, to be fond of earthly Things, and to nrake our Reaſon a Drudge 
to ſenſual Purſurts, Tis oa 


you be truly willing, and never forſake 


a. 


e Soul is the STAnDasD of the 
Man, and raiſes him vaſtly above all that is earthly. How fooliſh then, 


a2 Merc 
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7. 
require 
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FE: Time, 


not a Brute. You were made to know, love and ſerve M Benefi 
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{42 +] 
2 Mercy. Oh! bleſs him for giving you a Redeemer, and 
a Santtifier, and the pardoning Covenant of Grace: And 
now be not afraid, or unwilling to leave a ſinful World, 
and come unto GOD. | f 
7. Becauſe there are ſo many Caſes of the Sick, which 
require the Preſence of a judicious Inſtructor, endeavour to 
get the Aſſiſtance of ſuch an one. Remember, at the ſame 
Leime, that Gop would be juſt, were he to deny Men that 
7 Benefit in their Diftreſs, which in Time of their Health 
and Proſperity they rejected with Scorn and Contempt. 
Whatever may be the End of this Sickneſs, cleave to that 


2 Gop, whom you may enjoy forever. 


Ielps for converfing with one who is Sick relating to las 
| ſpiritual Wants. 


1. You wart the perpetual exertion of Gop's POWER, 
kor the Continuance of your Life, and the Support of your 
Faculties. : 

. 2. You want his WisDOM, to direct your uncertain 
Ir 3. You want his GoopNEss, to ſupply your daily 
r & Wants. | | 


! | Qt You want his MERC, to pardon your numberleſs 
65. You want his GRACE, to aſſiſt you in the Diſcharge 

of your Duties. =: 

6. You wart likewiſe a greater Knowledge of GOD. 
7. You want more Faith in CHRIST. 

8. You wand true Repentance, Pardon af Sin, the Love 


of Gov, and Grace of CHRIST. 

Nou you ſhould plead for a Supply of theſe and your 
other Wants, in Prayer. . 

-* Becauſe your Wants are great. x | 

' Becauſe Gop alone can help you, 

” Becauſe He is good and compaſſionate, 

>; Becauſe He hears Prayer, and has promiſed the Aſſiſt- 
ance of the HoLyY SPIRIT, 
And you ſhould vejoice, that he is ever ready and able to 
aid, and befriend you, becauſe we alFdepend on him for 
temporal and eternal Life. 

4 Hetps 


LI 
| | | | f | 15 . : eath O 
Helps for converſing with one tn ſus Sickneſs, who had lived iſo deft 
religiouſly, in Order to prepare him for Deat sz. As y 


2 | | vou hav 
1. Conſider your Sickneſs as a Fruit of Sin, yet wiſely Memaini 
and graciouſly deſigned to produce the peaceable Fruits of Mound h 
Righteouſneſs, and a far more exceeding, and eternal Into wt 
Weight of Glory. 5 pt your 
2, Thus conſider Afflickion, and it will reconcile you ee PAV 
the Diſpoſals of Providence. 8 5 Spiri 
3. Pray for divine Grace and Comfort ſuited to your 7 
weak and low Condition. 5 | "© Webs © 
4. Renew your Repentance towards GoD, and your ? 2 
Faith in CHRIST. | * 
5. Warn all about you to ſet their Hearts on Heaven,“ 
and to make it the Bulineſs of their Lives to prepare for) 
6. Tell them what Evil you have found in Sin, what Pf a S 
Vanity in the 1”orld, what Goodneſs in Go D, and Holineſs, 
what Comfort in CHRIST, and the Promiſes ; and how mi- 
ſerable you had now been, if you had never cared for your 2. 1 
Soul, till now, | | | FH 
7. Beg Otthem to live, as they would die; —to give their 


Moments; —and to make ſure of everlaſting Life. 2 


3 
* 
er ” 


the Goodneſs and Love of God to you fill you with Con- 5. 


fin, nor ſuffer any more; but love, and rejoice more, than ſelf, 
you can now conceive, ite, 
10, Reſign your Soul into the Hand of Gop and from 
CHRIST, without one diſtruſting Care for yourſelt. off H 
11. Magnify the Ct of Gop, and ſpeak well of 7. 
his Name, his Word, his Ways.—Let others ſee there is duce 


a Reality in the Comforts of Faith, and Hope, and _ — mere 
| | | Death 


455 
TE 
4 
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8 3 
Peathi of the righteous has enough in it to make their Life 
lived iſo defirable. —— = -— ny 
As your Tongue was given you to praiſe GoD (and as 
: vou have but a little While more. to ſpeak) exert all your 
viel emaining Strength in his Prazſe, in telling what you have 
ts of Wound him, and in celebrating the Gforzes of his Kingdom, 
erna Into which you are entering, that others may feel ſomething 
pt your Hopes and Deſires. Then imitate your dying 
ou to PAVIOUR, and ſay, Into thy Hands 1 commend my 
spirit.“ ; | 

Velps ſor ene, u 0 one in las Sickneſs, who has lived 

your 2 2religioiſiy, in Order. to prepare him for Death. 


for Death: — Little can be done. ES. 5 

1. Be aſſured, that, till you are convinced of your Nee 
what pf a Saviour and a Sandkifier, you are in an UNCONs 
1els, MVERTED State ;—deſtitute of God's Favour, and expoſed 
mi- Mito everlaſting Deſtruction, _. | ; 


ven 3 Sickneſs is an improper Time for a Preparation for 


our 2. If you ARE convinced of this, and humbly acknow- 


edge vour Sinfulneſs and Miſerv then Chriſt and Salva- 
her tion, with all the Bleſſings of the Covenant of Gre. 
our ſhould be ſought after moſt earneſtly. 

g. Give your immediate and hearty Conſent, to have Goo 
in for your reconciled Father, CHRIST for your Saviour, and 
ion the HoLy SPIRIT for your Sanctifier. 


and 4. Reſolve, if you recover, to live. to Gon through 


of | YCunisT, in all new and holy Obedien ee. 
on. 5. Think of the infinite Love of God, in providing a 


Þ 


ent Saviour for you, and how exceeding great and precious 
„the Promiſes are, and what Glory there is in Heaven for 
e, every true Penitent. DE 
nor 6. Think of the infinite Importance of praying for your- 
an ſelt, that ws Heart may be made truly humble and con- 
A trite, penitent and believing, and he effetiually converted 
nd from the Love of Sin, to the Love of Gop, and CHRIST; 
of Heaven and Holin ess. 5 
of 7. Ir this late Repentance and Converſion wou pro- 
is duce an holy Life in Caſe you recovered, and be not the 
mere Reſult of a frightened Conſcience, there is —_— 
it 4 | : *- 


3 


ö 


. 
to hope you may be ſaved, though you die during this Sick“ 
neſs. But God alone knows how far this Bloſſom wou 
bear Fruit. He may therefore conſider that Life, a 
amended, which would have been amended, / he hu 
ſpared it. 


Helps fo 


comme 


It is 
im? 
eart t. 


Helps for converſi Ing with one, who is Sick on v the Benefi | 


of the Goſpel. ; oct 
1. 
Conſider the Goodneſs of Gon in giving you the Gol. ber, to 
pel or Covenant of Grace by JESUS CHRIST. Peter, | 
Conſider the Terms of it ; namely, Faith, Repentance 2. 
* renewed Obedience. pffende 


Conſider the Blefings of i it; namely, Pardon of Sin, the, 4 ful te 
Aid of the Holy Spirit, and eternal Life. | 7 
Conſider the Dulies of it; namely, Love to GoD, and C 
to our Neighbour. 
Conſider the Promiſes of it, as ſealed to you with the 
Blood of ChRIST, and confirmed by the Reſurrection, 
Aſcenſion, and the Coming of the Holy Spirit. EF 
Conſider your Obligations to GOD rad all theſe Mercies, Þ 
this ineſtimable Benefit, ; 


Hel s for conberſing ai one who is + Sick, on o Salvation by 
* * foe Jeſus Chriſt, 


Had not Man finned, there would have been no Need | 
of a Saviour, for J=svs CHRIST came into the World to | 
fave Sinners. (1 Tim. i. 25.) . : 

Sin very offenfive ta Gop: as Be ye holy, for I am 9 
% holy.“ * Pet. i. 16. ** 

The diſobedient an unruly are very offenſive to us. 

We ſhould confeſs our Sins with Shame and Abhor- 
rence. 

e Plead Gop's Promiſes of Forgiveneſs through C HRIST, 

Acknowledge your Obligativns to Him. 

Though Gp is a zuft Gon. to puniſh, yet He is merci- 
ful to forgive. Y 

You ſhould pray to be delivered from the Power of Sin, 
as well as from the Gul! of it. | 

If the Son ſhall make you free, ye mall then be free 
- indeed.” (John viii. 36.) Helps 


. 4 2 
« Sick. Helps for converſing with the Sich on Chriſt's Invitation to 
would, come to Him and has Promiſe to receive all who accept t 
e. .0 on the Terms of the Goſpel. "79 


It is very neceſſary to inquire how are we to come to 

 FHim? There is no other Way than by the Deſire of the 

et Heart turned to him in deep Humility, Faith, and a lively 
Aincere Repentance. 5 | 
1. You ſhould come as a loft, undone and helpleſs Sin- 

Gol. Per, to an all ſufficient and mercitul Saviour, and ſay with 
peter, Lok p, ſave me, or I periſh.” 

ance, # 2, You ſhould come as an humble, penitent Sinner to an 

pffended Gon, and ſay with the Publican, © Gep be mer- 


„ ' 
„the, 


ful to me a Sinner.“ | 
g. As a polluted Creature to a cleanſing Fountain of 
and Brace, and ſay with the Lepers, © Unclean, unclean, 
„IkEsbs, Maſter, have Mercy on us.“ | 
2 the W 4. As a Creature enſlaved by Sin and Satan, to a mighty 
tion, Redeemer, and ſay, If thou, LoRp, wilt make me free, 
l ſhall be free indeed.” | | 
cies, 5. As a diſeaſed Soul to CHRIST, the great ſpiritua 
_ Phyſician, and ſay with the Woman in the Goſpel, who 
Was afflicted with a Diſeaſe of long ſtanding, © If I may 


but touch his Garment, I ſhall be whole.” CHRIS ap- 
proves, and honours ſuch Faith. | 
6. As weary and heavy laden under the Burden of Sin, 
eed that CHRIST may give you Reſt. * 
to 7. As a good Subjett and willing Servant to CHRIST 
your LORD and Maſter, His Commands are not griey- 
am ous.” LORD what wilt thou have me to do?“ 
8. The Law pronounces us accurſed. We are by the 
Law condemned Criminals. Let us then ſay with the 
or- Apoſtle, © If any Man fin we have an Advocate with the 
Father, JESUS CHRIST the righteous; and He is the 
T, Propitiation for our Sins. - | NR 
9. As weak and inſufficient, come to the Captain of 
4- Four Salvation, and pray, Teach my Hands to war, and 
my Fingers to fight againſt all my ſpiritual Enemies, the 
n, World, the Fleſh, and the Devil.” | 
$3 | i 
e ® 


Helps 


Helps for converſing with one who 15 Sick founded on ſome Wl Help 


in portant Texts. 


The Language of too many Unbelievers, while in Heal G. 
and Proſperity, is Depart from us; for we defire not tf M 
Knowledge of thy Ways.” (Job xxi. 14.) I do not ſuppoſ Y, 
you have ever ſaid this in ſo many Words; but is not you: 
Conduct to this Effect? Does it not loudly proclaim this /Waenc 
—— And do you not neglett to pray for the Knowledge d your 
Gop and his Ways? DE „ ment 
All have. inned againſt GOD.“ Rom. in. 23.) for 
* are become guilty before G0 p. (Rom. iii. 19.) — D. viou 
you dcfire to be delivered from this State? 4 
- + Whoſoever.believeth in CHRIST ſhall not perith, bu YOu, 
have everlaſting Life.” (John iii. 16.(—Do you belic@ }ore 
this and pray that you may not periſh? | XC 
 * Whoſoever ſhall call on the Name of the Lo RA tient 
* TESUS, ſhall be ſaved. (Rom. x. 13.) Do you call o witt 
Him for Salvation? CHRIST came to ſave Sinners, th © ſe 
** chief of Sinners.” 1 Tim. i. 15. Do you pray to Hin 
daily, that He may ſave you? Is ſuch a Salvation to be! 
flighted? Ought you not to pray earneſtly, that you ma 
partake of it? = 5 1 11 
* The Blood of CHRIST cleanſeth the penitent from a will 
Sin?“ -(2 John i. 7.) Are you penitent, and defirous,Þ toy 
that it may cleanſe you ? - „ | rem 


p Nt... ab Y — 
r 7 
4 7 . £7 — r —— 
. wt La —5 


F. ! 
6. ! 
3 
i, 5 6 
4 I 
178 4 
27% 
9 { » 
4 q 7 
17 1 
i 
7 
B 
£5 


The Holy Spirit is promiſed to them, Who / it" 9 
Juke xi. 13. Can you be holy without his Aſſiſtance F * c 


Do you deſire to be ſanttified ? 1 nas 
„ Wholo offereth me Praiſe, glorifieth me.” Pf. I. 23 rec 
Do you daily offer Praiſe to GoD, andglorify Him? Are the 
you content to live without the Knowledge of Gop, and“ . 
Salvation of CHRIST RS 
You may ſtartle perhaps, and recoil at theſe Queſtions; 
but think well of clanke "T Vi Be ſerious :—and apply co 
other Paſſages of Scripture in the ſame Manner cloſe to your | 
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Conſciences. | 5 | 14 
| : fo 

cc. 

Helps iv 


Re 


n ſome Hel ho Yor converſing with one who 3s Sick on the Reaſons for 
—_ whach he ic afflidted, 


n Head Gop doth not afflift willingly, nor grieve the Children 
e tot Men. (Lament. iii. 3g.) OT | 
Tuppoig You ſhould not cont your Sickneſs as barely the Ef- 
10t youlFf=+t of. ſecond Cauſes; but as infliftted on you by Provi- 
m this Wence for ſeveral 2 and gaod Ends, as for the Trial of 
Se your Faith; —the Exerciſe of your Patience; the Puniſh- 
. ment of your Sins ;—the Amendment of your Life —or 
* bor the Example of others; who, ſeeing your good Beha- 
u viour in ſuch a Day of Trouble, may glorify your Father, 
Z which is in Heaven. Or elſe it may be for the Increaſe of 
ih, by Z your future Welfare, in Order that by this Humihation 
belt here, you may be led to CHRIST, and to an higher Degree 
| of Glory. hereajter. Let me exhort you therefore to be-pa- 
Loni tient in Tribulation, reſigned to the Will of God ; and ſay 
call cu with good old Eli, It is the LoxD: Let Him do what 
rs, the © ſeemeth good unto Him.” (1 Sam. iii. 18.) 8 


7 to be Helps for converſing with one in Pain. 


1. If Pain he acute, Gop will ſhorten it: If laſting, he 
om 4 will alleviate it; or elſe increaſe your Strength and ſanctify 
irc to you the greateſt Pains, which He may may not ſee fit to 
remove. CC „„ 
e it. 2. No Pain to be compared to the Hope of Glory. 
tance! g. You ſhould think on the Examples of good Men, who 
have ſuffered more. Meditate on CHRIsT's Sufferings, as 
1. 20 recorded by the Evangeliſts. Read the twelfth Chapter to 
Ar the Hebrews. | N „ 
„ and, 4. Ye have heard of the Patience of Job: Be ye alſo pa- 
. tient. James v. 11, and 8. . + _— 
tions; 5. This Correction is intended to amend your Life, to 
apply confirm your Faith, and to exerciſe your Piety. 1 
your 6. You ſhould be deeply penitent for Sin; receive this 
Alffliction as a Correction for it; implore Go p's Pardon 
for it; earneſtly beg the Aid of his Spirit to ſupport you; 
and pray, that, though your outward Man ſhould periſh, 


your znward Man may be renewed Day by Day.” (2 Cor. 
Helps iv. 16.) 7. Think 


rl 
As 
of 
* 
« Nie 
n 


E 
7. Think how many are tempted to walk in the broad 


Way, which leads to Deſtruttion, and you will more eaſily 
bear your Pain. Would you be a NERO, the Roman Em- 


3 ? or JoB under his complicated Afflictions and pain- 


ul Boils? | os 
8. Afflictions are preſent Phyſic for everlaſiing Health. 


Therefore Prayer for Grace, a Dependence on | 


CHRIST, Obedience to the Dictates of the HoLy SPIRIT, 
and a Progreſs in the divine Lite, are the true Preparations 


for pattent Sufferings. 


Helps for converſing with one who is Sich, in Order to bring © 


im to a ſerious Inquiry into the State of his Soul. 


I am ſorry to ſee you in fo weak a State. Your Weakneſs 
bids me be ſhort; and your Memory 1s not to be burdened 
with too much; and yet your Neceffity muſt not be neglec- 
ted. Let me zntreat you therefore to be attentrve to what I 
am going to ſay; for I ſhall ſpeak Nothing, but the certain 
Truth of Gon, revealed to the World by his Son and 
Spirit, expreſſed in the Scripture, and believed by all „n- 
cere Chriſtians. 
The Change you are near (ſhould this Sickneſs end in 
Death) is very great. You are leaving this World, where 
vou have ſpent your Days of Preparation for Eternity: 
You are leaving your Body to corrupt and turn to common 
Earth, and you muſt here . with Man no more. 
You are now going to ſee that World, of which the Goſ— 
pel has told you; and of which you have often heard; but 
which neither you, nor I have ever ſeen.— Before your 
Friends can have laid your Body in the Grave, your Soul 
muſt enter into its endleſs State; and at the Reſurrection 
your Body will be joined to 1t again.—Either Heaven, or 


Hell muſt be your Doom for ever. If it be Heaven, you 


will rere find a World of Light, Love, and Peace, and you 
will dwell with glorified Spirits for ever. If Hell ſhould 
be your Portion, you will be driven away from the Face 
of GoD ; and you will there find a World of unholy, mi- 
ſerable, condemned Spirits ; among whom you muſt dwell, 
under the Wrath of Gop, and the Horrors of your own 
Conſcience; remembring wit Anguwſh the Mercy you 

| once 


A I n 5 3 
8 


mac 
unr 
te! 
DUH 


4 


* 
Jah 
wh 
Vo. 
wall 
10 
Oo |] 
wel 
10 1 
Wi. 
"FM 


«Val 
Joi 
VOL 
vor 
me 
{ell 


YOu 


road 
aſily 
Em- 


Dain. 


h. 


[ 49 1 
dnce rejcted, the Warnings you diſregarded, and che 
Time, which once you loſt; and at the Reſurrection your 
Soul and Body will be re- united, and you muſt hve there in 
Torment and Deſpair for even 


I well know, that theſe Things are but half believed by 


the ungodly World, while they proſeſs to believe them. 


They muſt therefore feel that, which they refuſed to believe. 
But God has revealed it to us; and let us believe our 
Creator. | 5 +, 
Think (oh think) what a Preparation ſuch a Change as 
fis, requires. | | | x 
So far may be ſufficient for one Viſit. 


At another you may proceed to this Effect. 


You cannot but be ſenſible that a great Difference will be 
made at the Day of Judgment, between the righteous and 
nnrighteous, the juſtified and condemn'd. How nearly 
then does it now concern you to try which of theſe is your 
»wWn Condition. It may certainly be known, for © GOD 
will judge the World in Righteouſneſs,” by the ſame 


Law, or Covenant by which he governs it. Know but 


hom the Law of CHRIST condemneth, or juſtifieth, and 
voir may ſoon know, whom the Fudge will condemn and 
willify ; for he will proceed according to the Law. If you 
ond dig in an unrenewed State in your Sins, your Hope 
0! Heaven would die with you: and if you think ever fo 
well of yourſelf tiil Death, and pretend ever ſo confidently 
to truſt on CHRIST, and the Mercy of Gop, one Hour 
wil convince von to your everlaſting Moe, that GoD's 
Mercy, and C:iikisr's Merits never brought an unſandified 
Soil to Heaven, Selt-Flattery avails Nothing, but to keep 
vou from Repenting, till the Tune be paſt, and to quiet 
von in the Snares of Satan, till there he no Remedy.—Im- 
wediately therefore, as you regard your Soul, examine your- 
felt, and try in which of theſe Conditions you are, and judge 
yourſelf accordingly, before GOD judge you. 
The remainder may be deferred, if neceſſary, till the 
| next Viſit. | 
You may know, if you will, whether you have oft 
1911; Earth, or Heaven, and which you have A 


[ * 


7. Think how many are tempted to walk in the broad 
Way, which leads to Deſtruttion, and you will more eaſily 
bear your Pain. Would you be a NERO, the Roman Em- 

eror ? or JoB under his complicated Afflictions and pain- 
ul Boils? | 

8. Afflictions are preſent Phyſic for everlaſiing Health. 

. Therefore Prayer for Grace, a Dependence on 
CURIST, Obedience to the Dictates of the HoLy SPIRIT, 
and a Progreſs in the divine Life, 
for patient Sufferings. : 


Helps "ex converfing with one who is Sich, in Order to bring 


im to a ſerious Inquiry into the State of his Soul. 


I am ſorry to ſee you in fo weak a State. Your Weakneſs 
bids me be ſhort, and your Memory is not to be burdened 
with too much; and yet your Neceffity muſt not be neglec- 

ted. Let me intreat you therefore to be atlentive to what I 
am going to ſay; for I ſhall ſpeak Nothing, but the certain 
Truth of Gon, revealed to the World by his Son. and 
Spirit, expreſſed in the Scripture, and believed by all „n- 
cere Chniſtians. ; | 

The Change you are near (ſhould this Sickneſs end in 
Death) is very great. You are leaving this World, where 
you have ſpent your Days of Preparation for Eternity : 
You are leaving your Body to corrupt and turn to common 
Earth, and you muſt here co with Man no more. 
You are now going to ſee that World, of which the Goſ- 
pel has tod you; and of which you have often heard; but 
which neither you, nor 1 have ever ſeen.—Before your 
Friends can have laid your Body in the Grave, your Soul 
mult enter into its endleſs State; and at the Reſurrection 


your Body will be joined to it again.—Either Heaven, or 


Hell muſt be your Doom for ever. It it be Heaven, you 
will ere find a World of Light, Love, and Peace, and you 
will dwell with glorified Spirits for ever. 
be your Portion, you will be driven away from the Face 
of GOD; and you will there find a World of unholy, mi- 
ſerable, condemned Spirits; among whom you muſt dwell, 
under the Wrath of Gop, and the Horrors of your own 
Conſcience ; remembring wit Angurſh the Mercy you 

| | | once 
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dnce rejedted, the Warnings you diſregarded, and che 


Time, which once you loſt ; and at the Reſurrettion your 
Soul and Body will be re- united, and you mult hve there in 


| Torment and Deſpair for ever. 


I well know, that theſe Things are but half believed by 
the ungodly World, while they-profeſs to believe them. 
They muſt therefore feel that, which they refuſed to believe. 
But God has revealed it to us; and let us believe our 
Creator. _ | 

Think (oh think) what a Preparation ſuch a Change as 


/hts, requires. Ws 
So far may be ſuſhcient for one Viſit, 


At another you may proceed to this Effect. 


You cannot but be ſenſible that a great Difference will be 
made at the Day of Judgment, between the righteous and 
imrighteous, the juſtified and condemn'd. How nearly 
then does it now concern you to try which of theſe is your 
-wn Condition. It may certainly be known, for © GopD 
will judge the World in Righteouſneſs,” by the ſame_ 


Law, or Covenant by which he governs it. Know but 


7/hom the Law of CHRIST condemneth, or juſtifieth, and 
voit may foon know, whom the Fudge will condemn and 
willify ; for he will proceed according to the Law. If you 
ond ate in an unrenewed State in your Sins, your Hope 
of Heaven would die with you: and if you think ever fo 
well of yourſeit till Death, and pretend ever ſo confidently 
ro ir on CHRIST, and the Mercy of Gop, one Hour 
wil cou, ͤ von to your everlaſting Woe, that Gop's 
Marcy, and C:iiktsr's Merits never brought an anſanctiſted 
Soill to Heaven, Selt-Flattery avails Nothing, but to keep 
von from Repenting, till the Time be paſt, and to quiet 
von in the Snares of Satan, till there be no Remedy.—Im- 
wediately therefore, as you regard your Soul, examine your- 
felt, and try in which of theſe Conditions you are, and judge 
yourſelf accordingly, before GoD judge you. 
The remainder may be deferred, if neceſſary, till the 
next Viſit. 


You may know, if you will, whether you have moſt 
9971; Earti, or Heaven, and which you have preferred 
| 1 | and 


* ov TER VS tee Tr, oO TI * 


. 
and ſought with the higheſt Eſteem and Reſolution; and 
whether your worldly or heavenly Intereſts have been moſt 
prevalent ; and which of them it is that had the Aſcendency 
over the other? - Cannot you tell, if you will, what it is, 
which has had moſt of your Love and Care, what has been 
neareſt to your Heart, and which you have preferred when 


one was ſet againſt the other ? Cannot you tell whether | 
you have lived principally with a View to the Things of 
this World, and for the Pleaſures of Sin; or whether the 
Spirit of CHRIST has by his Word enlightened you, 
ſhewed you your Sin and Miſery, humbled you for it, and 
ſet before you the Glory of the Life to come, and the Hap- i 
pineſs of living in the Love of GOD? Whether your Submi 


Heart has been united to Himſelf, and turned from Sin to han wa 


Holineſs, from the World to Gop, from Earth to Hea- 
ven? And whether you are become à new Creature, to 
live for Heaven, as you did for Earth? Surely this 1s not 
ſo ſmall and indiſcernible a Work, or Change, but that he, 
who has percerved it in himſelf, may know it. One of theſe 
is your Caſe; and is it not high Time to know which of 
them it is, when God 1s ready to tell you by his Judg- 
ment? If indeed you are in CHRIST, and s Sprret in 


you has renewed and ſandrfied you, and turned your Heart 


and Life to Gop, I have then ſufficient Foundation, to 
ſpeak Peace and Comfort to you. But, if it be otherwiſe, 
and you are yet living as without Go in the World, and 
were never renewed by the Spirit of CHRIST, permit me 
to deal farthfully with you, as it is neceſſary for me to do 


with one in your Condition; and to ſet before you at once | 


your Sin and your Remedy, and to tell you what you muſt 


yet do, while any Time and Hope remain, if you have a 
real Deſire to be ſaved. | | 


In Order to this fee the Converſation with one in a bad 


State, Page 15. 
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SE © III. 
Helps for various Conſolations in Sickneſs, and 
| Self- Examination. | 
| | Conſolations: for one during his Sickneſs. 
1. THE Conſideration, that it is the Hand of God, which 
f corrects you, ought to awaken your Patience and 


I Submiſſion. 


2. The End of his correcting you is not for /zs Pleaſure, 


but your Profit. ; | 
3. Conſider the greater Sufferings of much more excel- 
lent and exemplary Servants of GoD than yourſelf, | 
E 4. You may learn Reſignation from the {ſhining Pattern 
of Chriſtian Sufferers ; you may learn it even from the Pa- 
tience and Reſolution of many among the Heathens, who 
had neither vour Motrves to incline them, nor your Hopes 
to encourage them. | 
5. From the Viciſſitudes of Health you may and ought 
Ito derive Comfort in Sickneſs. You are now lick, but 
have you not been a long Time healthful ? | 
6. The incomparable Preference of ſuch a ſick State to 
full Health, and Forgetfulneſs of Gov. 
5. Your Sickneſs and Sufferings are far leſs than your 
FBD:/erts; and therefore you ſhould rather reflect on what 
you deſ-ru2 to feel, than on what you actually do feel. 
8. The Advantages which ariſe from the Exerciſe of Sub. 
iſſion in Sickneſs. = | 
9. The common Condition- of Mortality, which una- 
oidably ſubjects you to Changes and Chances, to Sickneſs 
nd Sorrows, ſhould reconcale you to theſe whenever you 
Meet with them. Sickneſs {Would never be looked upon as 
n wnexpected Gueſt. | | 
10. Comfort in Sickneſs may and ought to be derived 
From a com un View of the Evils of others; from the 
Freedom of our Minds ; the Attendance of our Friends ; 
2nd the ſeveral Advantages we enjoy in Alleviation of our 


E Iiſcries. | 
| D 2 11. It 


| 


22 
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11, It is enough tor the Diſciple, that he be as his Mal. 
ter, who was a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with He 
Grief;—not the Conſequence of his own Miſdoings. What: 
ever we endure we may juſtly ſay © We receive the due int 
*« Reward of our Deeds, but He hath done Nothing amiſs.” ? 
Whatever may be our Diſtreſs, we have his inſtructive 


Example to dirett and ſupport us, and we have his all ſuf. ® - 
ficient Sacriſice to atone for our Sins. . = 
12, Conſider, that the eternal Crown of Glory, which f 


ſhall be received by thoſe, who follow their bleſſed Maſter, © 
and patiently endure to the End, ſhall more than over-ba. 
lance all their Miſeries; and the joyful and pleaſing Expec- N 
tation of it will ſerve abundantly to leſſen the preſent |? Ci 
Weight of them, and render them eaſy to be borne. f 


A ſhort Plan of Conſolation. | 
1. The Conſolation itſelf] It is God's Will—who fill | De 


continues many Comforts to us.— His Will always wile, | 
good, beſt —We are his Creatures He has a Righit to us, 


{ | as we have to our Cattle, or Lands.—It is the LORD'O H OU 
H Doing.—— This was the Support of Eli, Job, and He- F 
zekiah. | 5 „ 
2. The Improvement. | To wean our Hearts from the 5 


World to ſet our Affections above, where true Joys are 
to be found to excite us with greater Diligence to pre. 
1 are for our greater Change.—* For us Men ſicken, and 
fol us they die. 8 th 

g. The Preparation. | The only Preparation is to ſecure} | 
the Favour of GOD through CHRIST, and an Intereſt in ,, 
his Merits, by which we are pardoned and juſtified ;—to} Pr 
ſecure likewiſe the Aid of the Holy Spirit, by which we NM 


are made fit for Heaven. 


Heads of Conſolation {ith ſuitable Promiſes. ö ws. 
As we are all Sinners however unblamable before Men; f £ | 
—as we are all Sinners in the Eye of Gop; and as we are 7 


3 


all Sinners againſt his perfect Law; our Chaſtiſements are 
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E 1 


Far leſs than thoſe of Job, and other F avourites of 


Heaven. 
Unſpeakably leſs than cnaLfxf endured, though wholly. 


innocent. 


Endured too for us Men, and our Salvation, 


Afflictions proceed from fatherly Love. 
Are Medicines abſolutely neceſlary for our Souls. 
 CuR1sT himſelf made perfect through Sufferings. 


Intended ta, wean us from a tranſitory -W orld. - | 

To bring us to the Know ledge, Faith, and Love of 
Ennis 268 

To let our Aﬀettions on the complete, and everlaſting 
Joys above. 


* 


Are hght compared with the bitter Pains of eternal 
Death, 

Are ſhort compared with the endleſs Ages of Eternity. 

Yet, by producing the aforementioned Benefits, work 
out an exceeding great and eternal Weight of Glory. 

Are a Mark of our Adoption. 

A Proof, that GoD deals with us, as with Children. 

_ Yield Opportunity of paying the moſt acceptable Obedi- 
ence to God. 

Reſignation better than ce. 

Submiſſion more pleaſing (through the bleſſed Redeemer) 
am. Xv. 22, 


We ſhould often turn to ſome of the ob ſupporting 
Promiſes made to the afflicted, and treaſure them-up in our 


Memories : Such as the following, 


„And the LORD faid, I have ſurely ſeen the Affliction 

* of my People which are in Egypt, and have heard their 
Cry, by Reaſon of their, Taſk-maſters; for I know their 
* Sorrows.” Exod. iii. 7. 

Wait on the L@eRD; be of good Courage, and he ſhall 


* ſtrengthen thine Heart; Wait, I ſay, on the LORD.“ 
Pſ. xxvii. 1 
And call upon me in the Day of Trouble; J will de- 


8 liver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me.” Pſ. I. 15. 


; D3 66 My 


i 1 
„% My Fleſh and my Heart faileth; but Gop is the 
4 * of my Heart, and my Portion for ever.” Pl. 
xxlii. 26. „ 


** Behold, happy is the Man whom Gop corretteth : 


therefore deſpiſe thou not the Chaſtening of the Al- 
mighty.“ Job v. 17. | | 
But though he cauſe Grief, yet will he have Compal- 


„ fron according to the Multitude of his Mercies.” Lam. 


ili. 32 


«And I will bring the third Part through the Fire, and 
* will refine them as Silver 1s refined, and will try them as | 


* Gold is tried; They ſhall call on my Name and I will 
* hear them: I will ſay, it is my People; and they ſhall 
* ſay, The LoRD is my Gop.” Zech. xiii. 9. 

For our light Affliction, which is but for a Moment, 
© worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal Weight 
* of Glory.” 2 Cor. iv. 17. es 
We ſhould frequently meditate on theſe Promiſes, —They 
ſhould be in our Minds as the Honeycomb in our Mouths, 


'Thele are the Balm for our Sorrows—a Well-Spring of 


Conſolation—and theſe are ours through the Redeemer's 
Merits. He died, nay died even the Death of the Croſs to 
make our Title to theſe glorious Privileges, theſe rich Con- 
folations ſure, Let us fay therefore with an ancient Suft- 
ferer, In Gop's Word will I rejoice: In the LokD's 
Word will I comfort me.” Pf. Ivi. 10. | 


Theſe Heads of Conſolation ſhould often be reviewed ; ſe- | 


riouſly conſidered ; committed to Memory or 1 

that they may always be preſent with ſuch, as are afflicted, 

as more needful and more ſovereign for the Refreſhment 

of the Soul than the choiceſt Cordials for reviving the faint- 

ing Body. . 

Conſolations from Prayer, conſidered as the univerſal 
Remedy for all ſpiritual Maladtes, 


This is the grand Source of Comfort; as no true Comfort 
can be had without it, and as a rue Comfort may be de- 
rived from the r:ght Exerciſe of it. g 

No greater Comfort can be enjoyed in any State of Af— 
fliction, than fervent faithful Prayer. 
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7 2. I. 
ble Faith, and carneſt Prayer, and He will give you Reſt.— 
Do you feel the Preſſure of Sorrow, or the Blaſt of Cenſure ? 
Inſtead of loathing your Being, inſtead of breaking into 
ſudden Burſts of Paſſion againſt your Oppreſſors and Slan- 


derers, or contracting a ſettled Gloom of Malice, unboſom 


your Secrets, and diſburden your Cares to Him, who is 
both able and willing to reſettle your diſcompoſed Mind, All 
hat invenomed Rancour, which 1s apt to embitter our Spi- 
rits againſt Mankind in General, and our Enemies in Par- 
ticular, when we ſuffer, (or tink we ſuffer undeſervedly) 
will abate and die away, as we lift our Hearts to GOD 122 
Prayer; and conſequently, © Set our A/Jeftons on the Things 
F pe ah, reſerved with the Father of Mercies, and GOD 
of all Comfort for us, Our bitter Thoughts will then 
{weeten into an amiable Humility, and we ſhall love our 
Fellow Creatures. 5 

Happy Effect of Prayer, which diveſts Afflictions of their 
Hing; and can change Malevolence into Love. We ſhould 


therefore pray for one another; for what Blefing cannot 


Prayer obtain? If you lack IWiſdom, by Prayer you may 
gain it. If your Sins be many and great, by Prayer you may 
obtain Pardon: If your Luſts be | 2nd and prevalent, by 
Prayer you may have them weakened. If your Graces be 
infirm, by Prayer you may have them ſtrengthened. —There 
is no Exil, which we feel or fear, but by Prayer it may be 
removed ; no Good, which we either want or deſire, but it 
may be procured by Prayer. In ſhort, Prayer, faithful per- 
ſevering Prayer, can do al Things on a relzance upon that 
ineſtimable Promiſe, © Aſk, and ye ſhalt Receive. . 
Who then would live in the Neglect of this very Impor- 
tant Duty! Who would not live in the conſtant and ſin- 


cere Performance of what is ſo advantageous to themſelves, 


and ſo acceptable to Gop ? The great ſp:r:tual Phyſician 
has preſcribed this Remedy for all our Grievances, * IS 


ANY AMONG YOU AFFLICTED?' LET HIM 


* PRAY,” Lo! here is the great ſovereign and infallible 


Medicine for the diſtreſſed Soul, which is able to give Eaſe 


to:every Complaint, 


Are you caſt down on a fick Bed? Call for the Elders 


of the Church, and let them pray. This was Hezektah's 
DB Recapt 
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Receiht when he was ſick unto Death. * He turned to the 
the Wall, and prayed.” 1 

Are you infeſted with importunate Temptations ? Pray. 
So did St. Paul, when the Meſſenger of Satan was ſent to 
buffet him. Thrice I beſought the Lord, that it mught de- 
part from me, : 

Are you diſheartened with the IVeakneſs of Grace? Pray. 
So did David, I am feeble, and ſore burdened : JI have 
* roared by Reaſon of the Diſquietnæſs of my Heart : Lord, 
* all my Defire ꝛs before Thee.” 

Are you diſtreiled with Poverty ? Pray. So did David. 
* I am poor and needy: My Heart is wounded within me. 
7 _ Me, O Lord my God! Oh ſave me according to thy 
% Mercy! | | | 
Do you droop under the Grievances of old Age? Pray. 


So did David, Oh caſt me not off in the Time of old Age, 


* when my Strengh fauleth me. | 
Are you troubled and diſmayed with the Fears of Death ? 
Pray. So did David, My Soul z,. full of Troubles, and 
* my Lite draweth nigh unto the Grave. 
them who go into the Pit. I am as a Man, who hath no 


{ am counted with. 


_— ER N e 


« Strength. Bul unto Thee have I cried, O Lord, and in © 


* the Morning ſhall my Prayer prevent Thee.” 


Do you tremble at the Thought of Fudgment? Pray. 


So did David, My Tleſh trembleth for Fear of Thee; and 

am afraid of thy Fudgments.” Look up with Jere- 
miah and ſay unto GoD, O Lord, thou haſt pleaded the 
* Cauſe of my Soul; Thou haſt redeemed my Life. O Lord 
judge Thou my Cauſe.” | 

Are you afraid of the Power, Malice, and Subtilty of 
your ſpiritual Enemies? Pray. So did David, Deliver 
* Me — mane Enemies, O my God. Defend me from them, 


* who riſe up againſt me, Oh] hide me from the ſecret Counſel 


* of the wicked ; confider mine Enemes, for they are many, 


* and they hate me with cruel Hatred, Oh! keep my Soul, 


* and deliver me.” the lik 
and he was anfwered with * My Grace is ſuff:crent for thee.” 


So He intercedes for the Roman Converts; ©* May the . 


* God of Peace tread down Satan under your Feet ſhortly.” 
Rom, xvi. 20. = 
In ſhort, whatever Ez! preſſes you, have ſpeedy Recourſe 


0 


St. Paul prayed on the like Occaſion; 


eee dg 
eat, e eee 


- * 
r 
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io the Throne of Grace ; pour out your Heart before the 
Father of all Mercies, and GoD of all Comfort, and be 


ſure, if not of Redreſs, yet of Eaſe. We have his Promiſe 


for it, which cannot fail: “Call upon me in the Day of Trou- 
* ble, and 1 will deliver thee, and. thou ſhalt glorify me." 
Some may pray to GoD with their Lips only, while their 
Heart is far from Him: But be ſure, that he, who can 
truly pray from the Heart, can never be truly miſerable. 
Ot ourſelves we he open to all Evils; Our Reſcue is from 
above; and what Intercourſe have we with Heaven but by 
our Prayers? Your Prayers can and will deliver you from 
Dangers, avert Judgments, prevent Miſchiets, and procure 
Blelliugs. Your Prayers can, and will turniſh you with 


Strength againlt Temptations, mitigate the Extremity of 


your Suflerings, ſuſtain your Infirmities, raiſe up your de- 

jected Spirits, mcreaſe your Graces, abate your Complaints, 

ſanctity all gvod things to you, {weeten the Bitterneſs of 
| 27 } . y 

your Affliétions, open the Windows of Heaven, ſhut up 


tic Bars of Death, and vanquiſh the Powers of Hell. Pray 


therefore, and be ſafe and happy. 
I Letter of Conſolation from Archbiſhop Tullotſon to Mr. 


Hunt, of Cantervury, who had a Cancer of which. 
IG hie died 11 1087. 


Si, I am ſorry to underſtand by Mr. Janeway's Let- 


ter to my Son, that your Diſtemper grows upon you; and 


that you ſeem to decline ſo faſt : I am very ſenſible how 
much eaſter it is to give Advice againſt Trouble in the Caſe 
of another, than to take it in our own. . 

It hath pleaſed GO p to exerciſe me of late. with a very 
ſore Trial, in the Loſs of my dear and only. Child, in 


which I perfectly ſubmit to his good Pleaſure ; firmly be- 


leving, that he always does that. which is beſt : and yet 


though Reaſon be ſatisfied, our Paſſion is not ſo ſoon ap- 


peaſed; and when Nature hath received a Wound, Time 


maſt be allowed for the Healing of it. Since that, Gp 
hath thought fit to give me a nearer Summons of a cloſer 


Warning of my own Mortality, in the Danger of an Apo- 


plexy; which yet, I thank Gb for it, hath occaſioned no 


very melancholy W : But this perhaps is more 
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owing to natural Temper, than Philoſophy and wiſe Con- 
ſideration. | | | 

Your Caſe, I know, 1s very different, who are of a 
Temper naturally melancholy, and under a Diſtemper apt 
to increaſe it; for both which, great Allowances ought to 
be made: And yet, methinks, both Reaſon and Religion 
offer us Confiderations of that Solidity and Strength, as may 
very well ſupport our Spirits under all Frailties and In- 
firmities of the Fleſh; ſuch as theſe : | 

That Gop is perfect Love and Goodneſs : that we are 
not only his Creatures but his Children, and are as dear to 
him as to ourſelves ; redeemed by that preczous Son, who 
is the Prince and Pattern of Sufferers ; that he does not affiict 
willingly nor grieve the Children of Men ; and that all Evils 
and Afflictions which befall us, are intended for the Cure, 
and Prevention of greater Evils, of Sin and Puniſhment; 
and therefore we ought not only to ſubmit to them with 
Patience, as being deſerved by us, but to receive them with 
Thankfulneſs, as being deſigned by Him to do us that good 
and to bring us to that Senſe of Him and ourſelves, which 
perhaps Nothing elſe would have done; that, the Sufferings 
of this preſent Lite are but ſhort and ſlight, compared with 
that extreme and endleſs Miſery, which we have deſerved, 
and with that exceeding eternal Weight of Glory which 


we hope for in the other World; that if we be careful to 


make the beſt Preparation we can for Death and Eternity, 
whatever brings us nearer to our End, brings us nearer our 

Happineſs ; and how rugged ſoever the way be, the Com- 
fort 1s, that it leads to our Father's Houſe, where we ſhall 


want Nothing that we can wiſh for. When we labour un- 


der a dangerous Diſtemper, that threatens our Life, what 
would we not be contented to bear, in Order to a perfect 
Recovery, could we but be aſſured of it? And ſhould we 
not be willing to endure much more in Order to Happineſs, 
and that eternal Life, which GoD, who cannot lie, hath 
1 Nature, I know, is fond of Life, and apt to 
e ſtill lingering after a longer Continuance here; and yet 
a long Life with the uſual Burthens and Infirmities of it, is 
ſeldom deſirable; it is but the ſame Thing over again, or 
worſe; ſo many more Nights and Days, Summers and 
Winters; a Repetition of the ſame Pleaſures, but — — 
| : | eaſure 


| 


4 eſpe 
# whi 
Jes 


vou 


will 
then 
of a 
all « 
love 
66 
Uſe 
ſon 
vou. 
com 
for 


the 


"relic 
for a 
neſt] 
his 8 
your 
Hope 


the r 


2 whill 
Stor 

* will 
* bran 


6& 
% 


com} 


L 59 J 
Pleaſure and Reliſh every Day; a Return of the ſame or 
greater Pains and Trouble, but with leſs Strength and Pa- 
tence to bear them. 

„ Theſe and the like Conſiderations I 2 to entertain 
myſelf withal, not only with Contentment but Comfort ; - 
though with great Inequality of Temper at ſeveral Times, 
aud with much Mixture of human Frailty, which will al- 
ways ſtick to us whilſt we are in this World; however by 
Thoughts of this Kind Death becomes more familiar to us, 
and we ſhall be able by Degrees to bring our Minds cloſe 
up to it, without ſtarting at it: The greateſt Tenderneſs I: 
had in mylelt, is with Regard to ſome near Relations; 
eſpecially the dear and conſtant Companion of my Life; 
which I muſt confeſs very ſenſibly touches me: But, when 


| I conſider (and ſo I hope will they alſo) that this Separation 


will be but for a little While; and that though I ſhall leave 
them in a bad World, yet under the Care and Protection 
of a good GOD, who can be more and better to them than 
all other Relations, and will certainly be ſo to thoſe that 
love him, and hope in his Mercy, I receive Comfort. 
II ] ſhall not need to adviſe you what to do, and what 
Uſe to make of this Time of your Viſitation : I have Rea- 
ſon to believe that you have been careful in the Time of 
vour Health to prepare for tlus evil Day ; and have been 
converſant in thoſe Books, which give the beſt Directions 
for this Purpoſe ; and have not, as too many do, put off 
the great Work of your Life to the End of it; and then 
„ou have Nothing to do, but as well as you can under your 
reſent Weakneſs and Pains, to renew your Repentance 
tor all the Errors and Miſcarriages of your Life; and ear-- 
neſtly to beg GoD's Pardon and Forgiveneſs of them for 
his Sake, who-1s the: Propitiation for our Sims; to comfort 
your ſelf in the Goodneſs, and the Promiſes of GOD, and the 
Hopes of that Happineſs you are ready to enter into; and in 
the mean time to exerciſe Faith and Patience for a little 
while; and be of good Courage, ſince you ſee Land; the 
Storm, which you are in, will ſoon be over, and then it 
will be, as if it had never been; or rather, the Remem- 
brance of it will be a Pleaſure. 

6 do not uſe to write ſuch long Letters, but I heartily 
compaſſionate your. Caſe, and ſhould be glad it I could 

D 6 fuggeſt 
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ſuggeſt any Thing that might help to mitigate your 'Frou- 
ble, and make the ſharp and rugged Way, through which 


you are to paſs into a better World, a little more ſinooth 


and eaſy. | . "= 
I pray God to fit us both for that great Change, which 


we muſt once undergo; and, if we be but in any good Mea- 


ſure fit, ſooner or later makes no great Difference. 


I T commend you to the Father of Mercies, and the God 
of all Conſolation, through the Merits of his dear Son; be- 
e 


eeching him to increaſe your Faith and Patience ; and to 


ſtand by you in your laſt and great Conflict: that when you 


walk through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, you may 
fear no Evil; and when your Heart fails, and your Strength 
fails, you may find HIM e Strength of your Heart, and 
your Portion for ever. 

„Farewell, my good Friend; and whilſt we are here, 
let us pray for one another, that we may have a joytul 


Meeting in another World. So I reſt, 


Your truly affettionate 
| Friend and Servant, 


JOHN TILLOTSON. 


Helps for ſelecting Paſſages from Scripture for Conſolation ; 


particularly in Sickneſs. 


We ſhould attend to the Commands :—We ſhould pray 
for Grace and Strength to perform them. — And we 
{ſhould treaſure up in our Memory ſuitable Promiſes for our 


Encouragement.— I might bring many Texts to this Pur- 


poſe; but I ſhall only mention the following, as a Specs 
men; which, though they are not found connectedly in the 
ſame Chapter, may yet be pertznently applied for our Di- 
rection and Comfort. c 

The Command.] Make you a new Heart, and a new 
* Spirit; for why will ye die? Ezek. xviii. 31. 


The Prayer! © Create in me a clean Heart, O Gop; | 


* and renew a right Spirit within me.” Pſ. li. 10. 


The Promiſe. | © A new Heart will I give you, and a Fl 


I new Spirit will I put within you; and I will take away 


* the ſtony Heart out of your Fleſh, and will give you an. | 


The 


Heart of Fleſh.” Exek. xxxvi. 26. 
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a aunto I may continually reſort.” PC. Ixxi. 3 
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Ilie Command.] Thus faith the LORD, ſtand in the 
* Ways, and lee ;, aſk for the old Paths, where is the good- 
„Way? and walk therein.“ Jer vi. 16. | OY 
The Prayer. | * See if there be any wicked Way in me, 
* and lead me in the Way everlaſting.” Pf. cxxxix, 24. 
The Promiſe. |. They ſhall aſk the Way to Zion with 


« their Faces thitherward.” Jer. 1. 5. 


Ilie Command.] © Keep thy Heart with all Diligence.” 
Prov. iv. #% . | | 
The Prayer.] Oh! keep my Soul, and deliver me!“ 


Pſ. xxv. 20. 


The Promiſe.] I, the Lok p do keep it: Leſt any hurt 
* 1t, I will keep it Night, and Day.” Iſai. xxvii. 8. To: 


The Command, | Believe in the LoRD your Gop.”. 
2 Chron. xx. 20, = | 
The Prayer. | LORD, I believe: Help thou mine Un- 
belief.“ Mark ix. 24. " 
The Pronaſe.] They ſhall truſt in the Naine of the 
„Lord. f mn | 


The Command.] „Turn ye to the flrong Hold, ye Pri- 


* ſoners of Hope.“ Zech. ix. 12. 


The Prayer.) Be thou my ſtrong Habitation, where- 


The Promiſe. | '* He ſhall dwell on high: His Place of 
„Defence ſhall be the Munition of Rocks.” Ifaiah 
xxxiii. 6. | ; — 

The Command.] Learn of me, for I am meek, and 
„ lowly in Heart.“ Mat. xi. 29. 5 

The Prayer.] *© That which I ſee not, tcack thou me.“ 
Job xxxiv. 32. 5 = oy 

De Promiſe.] © They ſhall all be zaugkt of God.” John 
VI. 45. | | I 


The Command,] Let not Sin reign in your mortal 
„Body, that ye ſhould obey it in the Luſts thereof. Rom. 


vi. 12. 
8 The 


1 
The Prayer.] © Keep back thy Servant from preſump. 
* tuous Sins: Let them not have Do/ninion over me.” Pf. 
1 EET * 
The Pronmſe.] © Sin ſhall not have Dominion over you; 
* for ye are not under the Law, but under Grace.” Rom. 
vi. 14. 5 


The Command.] © Be not thou aſhamed of the Teſtimony 
* of our LORD. 2 Tim. i. 8. 

The Prayer. Let none, that wait on thee, be aſham'd. 
PL XX 3. 5 

The Promiſe. | © They ſhall not be aſhamed, that wait 


for me.” Iſai. xlix. 23. 


The Command.) Watch ye, and pray, leſt ye enter in- 
* to Temptation.” Mark xiv. 38. 


The Prayer. ] © Lead us not into Temptation.” Mat. 


. 19. 7 EO | 
The Promiſe. |] Goh is faithful, who will not ſuffer 
* you to be tempted above that ye are able.“ 1 Cor. 
3 £ 


The Command.] Be ſlrong in the LoRD, and in the 
ere Might.” Eph; vi. zo. _ 

The Prayer. My Soul melteth for Heavineſs : 
2 e thou me according to thy Word,” Pl. 
cxix. 28. 


The Promiſc.] © will ſtrengthen thee ; yea I will help 
* thee; yea I will uphold thee with the right Hand of my- 


* Righteouſneſs,” Iſa. xh. 10. 


The Command.] Pray without ceaſing,” 1 Theſſ. v. 1 
The Prayer.) © Lok P, teach us to pray.” Luke xi. 1. 
The Promiſe. | Iwill pour upon the Houſe of David, 


and upon the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem the. Spirit of Grace, 


. © 


The Command. | © Your Adverſary the Devil, as a roar- 
ing Lion goeth about, ſeeking whom he may devour; 
* whom reſiſt ſtedfaſt in the Faith.“ 1 Pet. v. 8 and g. 

| - The 


| 
| 


» 
—_—___— 


t 
0 The Prayer.] Save me from the Lion's Mouth.“ PC. 
xxii. 21, 8 
The Promiſe.) © The Gop of Peace ſhall bruiſe Satan 


* under your Feet ſhortly.” Rom. xvi. 20. 


The Command. Be thou faithful unto Death.” Rev. 


10. | | . 3 | 
The Prayer.) Let Integrity, and Uprightnels preſerve 

„% me.” FE AXE CE 
The Promiſe.) © Even to old Age I am He; and even to 


li. 


* hoary Hairs I will carry you.” Iſai. xlvi. 4. 


The Command. Sing Praiſes to G0; ſing Praiſes: 
* {ing Praiſes to our King; ling 95 a Pſ. xlvii. 6. 
Ine Prayer.] O LORD, open thou my Lips; and my 
„Mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy Praiſe.“ Pſ. li. 15. 
The Promiſe.] This People have I formed for myſelf : 
* They ſhall ſhew forth my Prazſe.” Iſai. xliii. 21. 


Helps for examining into the Temper and Conduct of the Sick. 


1, Have you accuſtomed yourſelf to watch over the ge- 
neral Current of your THOUGHTS ? | 

2, Have you examined the State of your Mind by the 
Rule of Gop's Word, and not judged by the Opinion you 
may have entertained of noun} or which others may en- 
tertain of you ? | 

3. Did you ever pray earneſtly to GoD to preferve you 
from Error, and to guide you into the Way of Truth ? 

4. As you cannot but know, that you are guilty before 
GOD, did you ever 1 the ſad Conſequences of ſuch a 
State, the Wages of Sin are Death ;” and that the Sen- 
tence on all impenitent Sinners will be © Depart from me 
* ye curſed.” | | | 

5. Do you not ſeek the Praiſe of the World by Compli- 
ances or Neglects, which diſpleaſe God? © "2 

6. Did you ever inquire in good Earneſt, as a guilty and 
helpleſs Sinner, what you muſt do to be ſaved? 

7. Do you acknowledge the Neceſſity of Repentance to- 


wards Gop, and Faith in our LORD JESUS CHRIST 
(evidenced 
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{evidenced by Works) in Order to your Juſtification and 


eternal Salvation ? | 5 
8. Do you believe, that if you watch, pray, and attend 
ſeriouſly to the appointed Means of Grace, * the Blood of 
„CHRIST will cleanſe you from all Sin.” (1 John i. 7. 
9. Do you find the Love of GOp and your Neighbour 
increaſing in your Heart? And do you think charitably 


of thoſe who differ from you in Sentiments and Worſhip ? 


The Whole of this important Examination is in a great 
Meaſure contained in this fargle Fext, © Are you conformed 
* to this World, or not? Are you transformed by the Re- 
„ newing of your Mind, or not? Have you. proved, (or 
tried and known by your own Experience) that the Will 
* of Go is good, acceptable, and pertett ?* Rom. ii. 2. 
And do you take it, as a Xu tor the Conduct of your Life? 

This is the Touchjtone, which will ſhew what it is to have 
the Power, as well as the Form of Godimeſs ;* what it is to 
do the Will of Goo, and to delg/t in it; F to rejoice in 
CHRIST | ESUS z; to worſhip Gob in Spirit and in 
Truth. In ſhort, it will ſhew the Difference between a 
nominal and real Chriſtian, | | 


Helps for an Examimation, as to the fick Man's real State. 


1. Have you examined the State of your Soul as to Faith, 


(Heb. xi. 6.) and as to Practice. (Heb. x11. 14.) And how 


far theſe have agreed witi ti Goſpel ;—with your baptiſmal 
Vow ;—and with your chriſtian Profeſhon ;. . 
2. Have you judged and condemned yourſelf for all your 
Sins with that Ae Repentance, and i rue Faith, to which 
Gop has promiſed through CHRIST Forgiveneſs of Sins, 
that they may be blotted out by his Mercy. 
3. Do you enjoy the Satisfaction of believing on this 
folid Foundation that you are now in a pardoned State. 
4. Do you daily pray to Gop for Affiſtance to keep you. 
in this State, and exert your own Endeavour vigoroully to 


continue in his Favour ?? | 


5. Do you reflect on the Sins, which moſt eaſily beſet 
you? and are you ſenſible of your own.Wretchedneſs ?. 


7 ———M. 


*.2 Tim, iii. 5. + Pf, cxix, 16, f. Phil. i. 3. 5 John iv. 24. 
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6. Do you believe that GOop, through his Son JESUS 
CHRIST, will aeliver you from your Sins on the Terms of 
the Goſpel? | | 

7. Have you an earneſt Defire of Amendment, and a ſet- 
ted Hatred of Sin? 

8. Will you endeavour to live more and more after Go D's 
Will and Commandments tor the future ? | 


Uelps for an Examination as to the ſick Perſons Dy charge of 


thoſe two unportant Dulies Self-examination and Prayer, 


1. Have you examined how far you have kept your bap- 
tiſmal Vow? what Sins you have committed, and what 
Duties you have omitted, that you may put up ſuitable | 
Prayers? | | 1 | 

2. Have you examined whether you truly repent of your 
Sins? Is there no favourite Sin you deſire to keep? Is 
there no Duty you wiſh to avoid? 

3. Have you prayed to Gop, that you may not only 
2 but obey his whole Will, and never wr/fully offend 

im 85 

4. Have you prayed, that you Afflictions may be ſanc- 
tified, and that you may be aſſiſted under them? | 

5. That you may be enabled to imitate CHR1sT's Ex- 
* by a Submiſſion to the Will of Gp? | 

That you may improve in Grace and Holineſs, ſo that 
this Sickneſs may end m a godly Lite, or an happy Death. 


lt was an excellent Direction for Improvement in 
Holineſs given by the great and good Biſhop Butler (late 
Biſhop of Durham, ) in his Charge to the Clan at ſome 
particular Hour ſuppoſe Morning, Noon, or Evening, 
when the Clock ſtrikes, eſpecially any Church Clock, as 
that would be a ſound and never-failing Memorandum) 
they ſhould ſet themſelves, as in the Preſence of Gon, for 
a few Minutes, and that a ſecret Ejaculation might then be 
pt up, in whatever Company or Employment they might 
happen to be engaged, | | 


Helps 
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Helps for an Examination as 0 the ſick Perſon's ſpiritual 
p Improvement. „5 


Do you think you are in a State of Myalli or of Grace ? 
Do you hve in any known Sin? 
How long have you left off ſuch, or ſuch an evil Courſe ? 
Are you conſtant Morning and Evening in Prayer to 
GOD? > | | 
Do you delight in it? 
Do you read and meditate on the Scriptures? 
Do you truſt in Gop for Help in all your Concerns ? 
Do you find yourſelf © growing in Grace and in the 
Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 3 $ CHRIST” 
On the Whole do you think you are fit to die? 


Helps for a fick Man to examine himſelf particularly as to 
w Profeſſion in Life, natural Conſtitution, and the 
Influence of bad Company. 


As no F lattery is ſo fatal, as that of the Phyſician and the 


Divine, it is very unjuſtifiable in any one to ſpeak Peace to 
the ſick where there is no Peace, (Ezek. xiii. 10.) though 


People in general /ove to have it ſo. (Jer. v. 31.)—Now, in 
Order to ſearch the Heart thoroughly, it may be proper in 
ſome Caſes to deſire the ſick to examine himſelf how far he 
has been guilty of hoſe Sins, which were incident to his 
particular Way of Life, whether as a Miniſter, Phyſician, 
Lawyer, Tradeſman, &c. It cannot be ſuppoſed, that ei- 


ther of theſe will make an open Declaration of any Injuſlice 


he may have practiſed in his particular Profeſſion ; nor is it 
required of him to make any Confeſſion of ſuch ſecret Sins, 
but to GOD only ; yet it is very neceſſary to remind him of 


theſe things, that he may cloſely examine himſelf in what he 
has been deficient either through Negligence, or Want of 


Care, or any Guile, or Fraud in diſcharging his Duty, 
He ſhould likewiſe examine what Sins ariſe from his na- 


tural Conſtitution; for when Nature herſelf ſtirs up the Pal- 


ſions, it is probable, that he may commit all Uncleanneſs 
* with Greedineſs.“ Epheſ. iv. 19. | 


He ſhould further examine what Sins he may have con- 
| 5 tracted 


* 
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mortal Man more than the Word of the living GoD. 


191 1 
tracted by keeping 2mproper Company, or from the Conta- 
gion of the World ; tor from hence are derived moſt of our 
Evils, and all our Miſeries in this World, and the next. 
Men 1n general are partial, and too favourable to themſelves 
and their Actions, whether good or bad. Some are Flat- 
terers of others, but all of themſelves. EE 


Helps for an Examination by ſcriptural Promiſes, with ſome 
Directions to prevent the Mijapplication of them. 


You ſhould examine yourſelf by the Promiſes of Gop; 
which you may properly apply to yourſelf when you can 
anſwer from your Heart theſe Queſtions. Do you value 


theſe Promiſes as your beſt Treaſure? Do you venture all 


your Hopes of Salvation on them? Are you anxious to 


| know your perſonal Intereſt in them? Do you frequently 


meditate on them? Do you often plead them in Prayer; 
eſpecially under your Burdens of conſcious Guilt and Pollu- 
tion, and in Seaſons of Affliction and Temptation? This is 
the Way to honour Gop, whoſe Promiles they are, and the 
Redeemer, by whoſe Blood they are ſealed; and conſequently 


it is the moſt effectual Way to ſecure Peace to our own 


Souls. Why elſe does the Prophet Iſaiah ſay, Thou wilt 
1 A him zn perfect! Peace, whoſe Mind 1s ſtayed on Thee.” 
Iſaiah xxvi. 3,) Was not bis the Way, in which Abra- 
m's Faith diſcovered both it's excellent Nature, and hap- 
py Tendency? He ſtaggered not at the Promiſe of GOD 
„through Unbelizf, but was ſtrong in Faith, giving Glory to 
op.“ (Rom. iv. 20) * 

There are too many, who call themſelves Cn ſtians, Who 
greatly ſin by neglecting divine Promiſes, and not applying 
them, as they ought to do. They are more prone to diſtruſt 
Gop and CHRIST than themſelves, * They do not conſider 
that comfortable Declaration of St. Peter, that GOD has 


© given us exceeding great and precious Promzſes, that by 


* theſe we might be Partakers of a divine Nature.“ (2 Pet. 
i. 4.) They loſe their Senſe of the Preciouſneſs of the Pro- 
miſes, and are valuing ſomething elſe as their Treaſure, 
They. are honouring with their Confidence the Word of 


They are flothful and negligent about their Intereſt in 
3 CHRIST, 


( G3 


CuRISr, but zealous in ſecuring the Intereſts of Time 


and Senſe. Divine Promiſes are to them like Things for- 
gotten, and out of Mind: And to * them earneſtly is too 
little conſiſtent with the cold and formal Temper of their 


Prayers: No Wonder the Faith of ſuch is //tle, and ſlag... 


ering, ever inclined to call in Queſtion the Truth and 
Faithfanels of Go, and the Power and Grace of CHRIST. 
They affront GoD and CHRIST by making ligt of divine 


Promiſes; and the Indignity is juſtly reſented, and plainly 


puniſhed by his © ſending Lanneſs into their Souls,” Pf. 
i. 15. | 


It was the conſtant Rule of an eminent Done to be very 


cautious how He applied any of the Scriptural Promiſes ; 
which He never did till He thoroughly knew the State of 
thoſe, to whom He applied them; and then only condition- 
ally; as for Inſtance, Ir you have performed the Conditions, 
which are required of you on your Part, GoD will perform 
the Promiſes, wiich He has made on Is Part.— The true 
Chriſtian may take any Promiſe and apply to Himſelf the 
Comfort reſulting from it, if through Grace He can diſcern 
in Himſelf that peculiar Character, to which the Promiſe is 
made. Does the Chriſtian perceive Himſelf brought to 
ſuch a Senſibility of his own Meanneſs, Dependence, and 
Guilt as to be“ poor in Spirit? It He does, He may with 


2 Confidence, which is perfectly conſiſtent with the deepeſt 


Humility pronounce Himſelf blefſed, for the Kingdom of 
Heaven 1s his own. (Mat. v. 3 Is it his conſtant En- 
deavour and fervent Prayer to be © pure in Heart,” and his 
real Grief to have any zmpure Thought, or Affection enter 
there? If it be, then Z/:/ſed is He, for He ſhall © fee God; 
and eternally enjoy a God of unſpotted Purity, and Aﬀec- 
tion.“ (Mat. v. 8.) But, it the nominal Chriſtian try Him- 
ſelf either by the Characters of ſpiritual Poverty or Purity 
of Heart, He will find that, inſtead of ſpiritual Poverty, his 
Mind is intoxicated with an Apprehenſion of his own Wor- 
thineſs and Self Sufficiency,—And inſtead of Purity of 
Heart, He cannot avoid this Conſciouſneſs, that his Heart 
has entertained unclean Thoughts and Affections; nor was 
He ever diſpleaſed with their Entrance, or their Continu- 


ance there. Thus the farther He goes in his Self- Examina- 


uon as to his Right to claim the Promiſes, the more appa- 
| ES. _ rently 


Ce 
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rently theſe Promiſes ſpeak a Curſe to Him rather than a 
Bling, becauſe He is altogether deſtitute of the pecultar 
Characters, to which the Promiſes are made. 

In this Manner every Promiſe in Scripture (whether of a 
more general, or particular Kind and Nature) has a manifeſt 
Tendency to produce the Satisfaction ſo much defired by 
the true Chriſtian concerning his Intereſt in CHRISTH; and 
as Characters are pointed out, to which the Promiſes are 
made, they have hkewiſe a Tendency to produce Self Con- 


demnation in the Heart of a nominal Chriſtian. It is not 


Gop's Deſign in the Promiſes to diſtribute Bleſſings. pro- 
miſcuouſly. Their * Side, like the Cloud in the Wil- 


erneſs, is towards the [ſraelzes, at the fame Time, that 


they ſpread Darkneſs before the Egyptians. ' Certainly when 


the Promiſes meet not with thoſe, who are intitled to them, 
they are turned into dreadful Cur/es. . 

* Him, that cometh to me, ſays our Lord, I will in no 
* wiſe caſt out;” and on the contrary Him, that cometh 


| not to me, I will moſt certainly caſt out. And in this Man- 


ner all the Promiſes may properly be applied. : 
I have been more particular on this Point, becauſe it has 


frequently given me great Concern to read Narratives of 


ſudden and improbable Converſions of the Sick, and hke- 
wiſe the Accounts of ſome condemned Malefactors, who, 
through the Miſapplication of the Promiſes, the Miſrepre- 


entations of the Converſion of the Thief on the Croſs, and 


of the Parable of the Labourers in the Vineyard, have 


paſſed into Eternity with an enthuſiaſtic Foy, inſtead of 
that Humility and Contrition“ more ſuited to their awful 
Situation. | | = 


SECTION 
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Seer Aby. Tillotſog's Sermons on Eccles. xii. 1. and Hab. iii. 19. : 
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HWECT1ON 1Vv. 


Helps for living and dying holily. 


Helps for living while in Health, fo as to be in a conſtant 


State of Preparation for Sicknels, 


1, QINCERELY — of every known Sin; for it is Sin 

which gives Death its Sting; and Pardon is pro- 
miſed to ſincere Repentance, _ | | 

2, Truſt your Soul with all its Intereſts in the Hands of 


. FesUS CHRIST on the Terms of the Goſpel. He is the 
Owner of it by the Right of Redemption. To ſave Souls 


is his proper Office, Work, and even Covenant. He zu- 


lercedes in Heaven, and prepares Manſions there. 
g. Devote yourſelf entirely to Gop, and live to pleaſe 


Him, and to do Good to all around you. Thus your Con— 
ſcience will bear Witneſs on a ſick Bed, that notwithſtand- 
ing - your {nfirmites, you have anſwered the great Ends 
of Life. ; 
Take heed of quenching the Spirit. (1 Theſſ. v. 19.) 
Whatever Good we do, either in Sickneſs or Health, it 


mult. be by the Af} /tance of that divine Agent. If we ceaſe 


to pray for it, (fee Luke xi. 13.) and reſiſt its gracious In- 
uences, it will withdraw from us; and we ſhall gradually 
loſe our Love to Holineſs; and grow indifferent to the 
Things of God, | ; L 
5. Live.continually in a thankful Senſe of the Love of 
GoD to your own Soul. Daly conſider the Greatneſs of 
that Love, both in the Nature of Gop, and in the Blel- 
ſings of the Goſpel ; and likewiſe in your own particular 
Experience of his Love. This will make Heaven deſirable, 
and overcome the Fears of Death, | 
6. Live in Heaven while you are on Earth by frequent 
Meditation on it. A great Part of Preparation for Sickneſs 


lies in this. If you area Stranger to Heaven 2 Health, you 


will be! too much ſo 2 Sickneſs, If you are zſen with 


CuRisT, you will feek thoſe Things which are above. 


Where 


* 


12340 
** Where your Treaſure is, there will your Heart be alſo.“ 


Mat. vi. 21. 


Live a Life of Self- Denial. Let Nothing in this 
/oxld be too dear and pleaſing to you. If you are over- 
tond of any Thing here, Parting will be more difficult. 
Endeavour to leſſen your Attachment to it by the Conſi- 
deration that you muſt ſoon leave hat, or elſe that that will 
ſoon leave you. | | _—_ 

8. Get ſome good Aſſurance of your own Sincerity. If 
you DOUBT this, it will excite your Fear, and make you 
dread a ſick Bed, and be unwilling to die. Examine your 
Repentance,: Faith, Love, and every Chriſtian Grace once 
every Week. | 

9. Keep your worldly Affairs in as ſettled a State, as the 
Nature of them will permit ; and never be without a Will. 
Sickneſs is not a proper Time to make Wills. | 

10. Be Jerious; and then you © will be w/e, and conſider 
* your latter End.” 


A ſolemn Declaration of the Diſpoſition, in which a 1 
would wiſh to be found in Sickneſs or at Death ; and which 
ought to be frequently (ſuppoſe weekly or monthly) and de- 


voulliy made, as in the Preſence of God. 


My LorD, and my Gov, in this uncertainty of the 
Time, Place, and Manner of my Death, I defire to adore 
thy Providence in every Thing, which thou ſhalt be pleaſed 
to appoint concerning me; and not knowing in what Cir- 
cumſtances I may be at that awful Hour, I will do at pre- 
ſent, what I deſire ſhould be done then. And I humbly be- 


beſeech Thee favourably to receive this Declaration en; 


which I ſolemnly make before Thee now. 


As in the laſt Moments of my Life, I may be deprived 
of Speech and Reaſon, and unable either to ſpeak, or think 
of Thee, I here thank Thee, O “LoR p, that thou haſt given 
me Life; whereas I might never have been created, and 
conſequently never could have been a Candidate (as I now 
am) for Admiſſion into thy Kingdom of Glory. | 

I thank thee, that I was born in a Chriſltan Country, 
whereas I might have been born in a Land, where thy 


Gofpel is yet unknown. 3 0 


- 


I 


* 1 adore Thee, as the Fountain not only of my natural, thi 
A but of my ſprritual Life. Thou art TRUTH, and I belzeve ne 
'1 what thou hait declared by thy SoN JESUS CHRIST our ſhe 
. LORD. — Thou art FAITHFULNESS, and I ut in the De 
44 Performance of thy Promiſes. Thou art the SUPREME | 
4 God, and I deſire to love thee ſupremely now and tor I 2 
i ever. | De 
[ It is thou, O Lord, who haſt created me by an Eſſect of loy 
1 thy Power; redeemed me by an Att of thy Love; ſancli ſied Be, 
| me by thy Grace, condutled me by thy Providence; and ful 
. opened the Kingdom of Heaven to every true Believer. Ho 
'þ For this End thou haſt admitted me into thy Church by ore 
fl! Baptiim, guꝛded me by thy Word; refreſhed me by the 
{1 | dacramental Bread and Wine, and comforted me with the to 1 
„ gracious Influences of the HOLY SPIRIT. | Me 
by Many and great are the Mercies I have received.“ Thon to 
i daily loadeſt me with thy Benefits.” Yet how unfuitable wil 
1 have been my Returns to thee? Ingratitude, Vain-Glorv, On 
. Impatience, Unbelief, and innumerable other Sins. 5 
5 But, O my Gop, the greater my Offences, the greater | I 
Uh will be Thy Glory in pardoning them. Sins uthumerable, BY p 
| ſuch as me, ſtand in Need of abundant Mercies, ſuch as ore 
thine, g | my 

I plead therefore, O Lok b, thy bounticis Alercies in and 

CHRIST JESUS, and am truly ſorry, that I have provekrd eve 

thee ſo long, known thee lo late, and /oved thee io little. frc 

Here in thine awful Preſence, O Lob, I declare my De- pen 

. tejtation of all my Si both of Heart and Life becauſe they hl 

are contrary to thy Holineis, and abominable in thy Sight. moi 

And I offer Thee, O Lok b, tor Reparation of the Out- FR 

rages of my Sins againſt Thee and my Fellow Creatures, 1 

the Love, Obedience, and Merits of thy Son, my only neſs 

Saviour; and I fabmit to Death, as juſtly merited for my ene 

Sins, having been diſobedient, and therefore moſt juſtly Mer 

condemned to ſuffer Death. But ſpare me, O Lord, ſpare Fu 

thy Servant, redeemed by thy Son's moſt precious Blood, the 

that I may not {ufter everlaſting Puniſhment. | A 

IL ſabinu to the D-ſtrutton of the Body, Which has been Jes 

the Inſtrument of ſo many Sins. I ſubmit to the Deſtruc— _ice 


tion. of it in Qbedience to thy Dominion over me. I ſubinit 
to all the Deſertions, Troubles, Pains, Agomies, and d, Red 
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every pentent Sinner. 
ſincere, and that I may not decezve Mylelt by ſuppoſing I am 


ened me, thy Providence, whic 


1 
the Evils thou haſt reſerved for my Offences, It is my exr- 
neſt Prayer, that I may be enabled by ſuch a Submiſhon to 


Jhew, that I devote myſelf wholly to thee in Life, and in 


Death. : | 

And I humbly beſeech thee, O Lord, to remember, that 
I am the Work of thy Hands, and redeemed by thy Son's 
Death. He died, and encourages Me to follow Him. He 
loved me, and I deſire to love Him. I ſolemnly declare my 


Belief in the glorious Goſpel, the Terms of which J thank- 


fully embrace. I renounce all Self- Confidence, and have no 
Hope of Salvation but in the Merits of my Lord and Savi- 
our [EsUS CHRIST. _ . | | 
It there be any Thing, which may arſe in me contrary 
to this I dz/own it; for it is my earneſt. Deſire, that the laſt 
Motion of my Heart may. be one of Adoration, offering up 
to Thee the Homage of my whole Being. May it be like- 
wiſe a Motion of Love to Thee, and to the LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, and may that Love be continued to all Eternity 
When I in on what I ſhould have been, and on what 
I have been, I am confounded. © LoRD, ſave me, or. 1 
* periſh,” I am under great Fears, becauſe my Sins are ſo 
great, and thy Judgments ſo terrible: Yet notwithſtanding 
my Fears, my Hopes are greater, becauſe thou art merciful, 
and haſt promzſed Forgiveneſs through JESUS CHRIST to 
Oh! that my Repentance may be 


penitent, when I am not. 5 | | 

My Faith is weak : LoRD, ſtrengthen it, that I may rely 
more fully on thy Promiſes, and ſo © numbered with thy 
Saints in Glory everlaſting, | | | „ 
I again adore thy Power, which created me; thy Goog- 
neſs which redeemed me, thy Wiſdom, which has enlight- 
has governed me, thy 
Mercy, which has ſo often pardoned me. I adore alſo thy 
Fuſtice, and ſubmit myſelf to it, as it has decreed Death for 
the Puniſhment of Sin. £3 : | 

And I ſubmit with the Hope, that thy Mercy in CHRIST 
JEsus will anſwer for me before the Tribunal of thy Zuſ- 
zice; and that thou wilt for his Sake receive me into thy 


Kingdom of Glory; there to praiſe Thee, and the great 


Redeemer, through all the boundleſs Ages of Eternity. 
i | E | N. B. This 


(7 

N. B. This Declaration partly expreſſes the Diſpoſition, in 
«which every real Chriſtian defires to 22 at 9 
Death. He prays that he may then, and always, have a true 
Sorrow for Sin, and a fervent Love for God, and has. Son 
Feſus Chriſt, our Lord. a : : 

The Fear of Death deereafes in Proportion as our Faith 
in the Redeemer increaſes : But great Caution is neceſſary, 
Teſt our Faith ſhould be Pre/umption only. Let it be remem- 
bered, that, as without Fatih it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
„ Gop,” (Heb. xi. 6.) ſo © without Holineſs no Man 
* ſhall fee the LORD.“ (Heb. xi. 14. 


The State of a condemned Sinner, illuſtrated by comparing 
Fim with a condemned Malefactor, n Order to un the 
abſurd Notiůons, which too many entertain of Salvation. 


It is very ſurpriſing, that ſuch Numbers, as call them- 
ſelves Chriſtrans, ſhould be fo much unconcerned about 


their future State, and entertain ſuch wild Conceits of their 
Salvation. How often, during my Attendance on the ſick; | 


have I found them very ignorant of the Terms of the Gol- 

pel, and of that Hotneſs, without which (as the Apoſtle has 
declared) no Man ſhall ſee the Lord, and to whom Heaven 
would be no Heaven were they admitted into it. Their 
Notion in general is, that GoD will be merciful and pardon 
their Sins, though they have diſregarded the Means of 
Grace, and never had any of the neceſſary Qualifications 
for the Enjoyment of a Society of the Spirits of juſt Men 
made perfect. I ſhall endeavour therefore to ſhew by the 
following Compariſon, that a Pardon of their Sins, on 
which they ſo preſumptuouſly depend, could be of no Sig- 
nification to them, unleſs they had acquired that Holineſs, 
which is abſolutely neceſſary to fit them for Heaven. I 
have placed the Compariſon in oppoſite Columns, that it 
may more clearly be apprehended by common Readers. 


Suppoſe ſome wretched | Suppoſe likewiſe ſome mi- 
- Malefattor, condemned for | ſerable Sinner condemned 
his Crimes to ſuffer an 1g- | for his Tranſgreſſions to ſuf- 
-nomintous Death. fer eternal Torments. 


Of 


as a ſure Remedy, a power- 


= > 


OfwhatIm portance would | 


a Pardon be to ſuch an one, 
if, at the ſame Time, he was 
languiſhing in the laſt State 
of a Conſumption, or under 


a Complication of Diſeaſes 


for which he knew no Cure? 
And which Diſeaſes, as they 
prevent his Body from re- 
ceiving its natural Nouriſh- 
ment, muſt unavoidably and 
ſpeedily bring him to the 
Grave. | 


* 


But could he obtain a Par- 


don through the Interceſſion 


of a Phyſician, who would 
at the ſame Time, if ſoh- 
cited, bring to his Aſſiſtance, 


ful Medicine, in the conti- 
nual Uſe of which his droop- 
ing Nature would gradually 
be revived, till a Cure was 
compleated; 


| 

Then a Pardon would in- 
deed avail, and he would 
have true Reaſon to rejoice, 
for ſo complete a Deliver- 
ance ; becauſe by the Aid: 
of powerful Medicines he 
would be reſtored to that 
Health of Body, which 
would enable him to enjoy 
the Society of his Fellow 


_ 


— 


Creatures. 


EE 


| 


Of what Importance would 
a Pardon be to ſuch an one, 
if he was ſtill under the 
Power of his deadly Sins, the 
deplorable Sickneſs of the 
Mind for which he knew no 
Cure? And which Sins, as 
they prevent his Soul from 
receiving its ſpiritual Nou- 
riſhment, muſt unavoidably 


and ſpeedily bring him to 


everlaſting Deſtruction. 


But could he obtain a Par- 
don through the Mediation 
of CHRIST, who would at 
the ſame Time, if ſolicited, 


bring to his Aſſiſtance, as a 


ſure Remedy, the Means of 
Grace and Influences of the 
Holy Spirit, in the continual 
Uſe of which, the new Man 


would gradually be formed 


1n him, till he had attained 


an utter Abhorrence of Sin, 


and a Delisht todo the Will 


of Gop; : 


Then a Pardon would in- 
deed - avail, and he would 
have true Reaſon to rejoice 
for ſo complete a Deliver- 


ance; becauſe by the Aid of 


the Holy Spirit, he would 
be reſtored to wital Holi- 


neſs, that Health of Soul, 
which would enable him to 
enjoy the Society of the 
Bleſſed. 


Happy 


| 41 
Happy is it for us, (though alas! we are not ſufficient] 
ſenſible of the Bleſſing) that fick and diſtempered, as we 


are, we have a Phyſician in our Judge, able to pardon our 
Sins, and to ſeal our diſtempered Souls. 4 


6X The followeng Plan, I drew up ſome Years ago, and 
printed many Hundreds of it for the Uſe of the Pariſhioners 
of Great and Little Cheverel; and it is inſerted here in 
Hope, that its Uſefulneſs may be extended; particularly to 
the ſick. | 5 


The Plan of Salvation, as contained in the Goſpel Covenant, 


The Deſign of i. 


To exalt the SAv10UR, Phil. ii. 9. 
To humble the Sinner. Luke xvu. 10. 
To promote Holineſs. Heb. xii. 14. 


The Bleffings promiſed. 


Pardon of Sin. Acts x. 43. 
Aſſiſtance of the Spirit. Luke xi. 1g. 
Eternal Glory. 1 Pet. v. 10. 


The Terms required, 


Repentance. Luke xili. g. 
Faith. Heb. xi. 6. 
Renewed Obedience. Heb. v. 9. 


| The true Nature of Repentance. 


It is areal and total Change of Heart, and Life; and conſiſts in 
Sorrow for Sin. 2 Cor. vii. 10. | | 
Confeſſing it. Pf. xxxii. 5. | 

Forſaking it. Prov. xxvin. 13: 


Perſeverance in Well-doing. Mat. x. 22. | 


Tie 


1 
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our e principal Means of Grace. 


| Secret, Mat. vi. 6. and Family Prayer. Jer. x. 25. 
nd | Self Examination. 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 
lers Meditation. Pſ. cxix. 148. T 
mn | Public Worſhip,* and receiving the Sacrament, 
to Reading the Scriptures, John v. 39, 
Religious Converſation.} 1 Theſſ. v. 11. 


On the regular and conſtant Uſe of theſe Means in a 


_ 1 on the Goſpel Covenant, is founded the Hope of 
ory. = 
The Body (given us by Gop) is to be preſerved by the 
due Uſe of oleſome Food, | * $, 8 
The Soul redeemed by CHRIST) is to be nour:ſhed by the 
_— of the Means of Grace, which are the proper Food 
Ot Souls. "3 | | EY c 
Without the continual Uſe of ſuzzable Food both muſt 
periſh, 4% 5 e pe 
: Se 
s in 


* Heb. x, 28. +Lake xxii; 19. 


+ See Dr. Lucas's very uſeful little Tra& on the Influence of religious 

| Converſation with the Regulatious of it; (Price Three-pence) printed 
The for Rivington and Sons, St. Paul's Church-Yard. ——See likewiſe, 
| Walker's Regulations of religious Converſation; (Price Two-pence) 
printed for Dilly, in the Poultry, London. | N 
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I Helps for the ick, and thoſe, who attend on them, | to 
| ; how to behave to each other. | = 
9 5 | b 

| Helps for the Sick in Regard to their Behaviour. a. 
1 1. VO ſhould conſtantly be mindful to behave with Pa- wo 
1 . tience, and Thankfulneſs to all thoſe (whether Rela- ” 
= tions, Friends, or Servants) who kindly attend on you in . 
| your Sickneſs.— Be not fretful; nor ſhew Uneaſineſs, or Fo 
{i Anger on any little Forgetfulneſs, or Slowneſs in thoſe : 
. about you; or if Things thould not be ready for you juft a 
when, and how you would have them to be. | - 
2. You ſhould frequently ſay to yourſelf under any Ty 
Temptation to be difpleaſed with your Attendants, © LORD = 
enable me to bear with Patience all the Pain, or Severity Ww 
Jof the Diſtemper, which I now ſuffer; and to receive Jarl 
* with Thankfulneſs all the neceſſary Services, which "5 

others endeavour to render me.“ 560 
3. You ſhould moreover beg of Gop © to remember for Mi 
« Good” all their kind Offices to you; —and not © to re- 
member againſt you” your Fretfulneſs, or Peeviſhneſs in = 
your Acceptance of their Services. | ; Ch. 
4. You ſhould deſire them to conſider your Weakneſs, | 5 
to pity it, and to bear with it; and You ſhould ſtrive to Aln 
watch againſt it, and not to fall into it continually by giving 9 
Way to it. | ; Inc, 
5: You ſhould ſhew your Contentment by an habitual {13 rel 
Readineſs to comply with the Directions of every Kind =_ 
Which may have been given you; eſpecially with thoſe by ch 
the Miniſter and your Phyſician ; and you ſhould often with SP. 
Gratitude expreſs your Satisfattion, that you have fuch | elpe 
Comforts about you, while ſo many, much better than = a 
yourſelf, ſtand in Need of them. | — 
. If your Sickneſs be of ſuch a Nature, that any Notſe ho 
would affect you, or the Sight of Company agitate you, or 1 


be rather troublefome than acceptable, you ſhould not _ 
| | jr” 


* 


= Þ | 
of Compliment admit them, They ſhould. be informed, 


that an Interyiew would be prejudicial to you; and that 


you cannot converſe with them. When you found your- 


lelt a little refreſhed by Sleep, or by the Mitigation of your 
Diſtemper, you might chuſe perhaps to have that Interval 
to vourſelf for Reflection, and your private Affairs; eſpe- 


cially if you were dangerouſly” ill. And ſhould any one 


2confiderately deſire to ſee you, on hearing you are a little 


better, (as is too often the Caie) you muſt abſolutely pro- 
hibit it; or riſque your Recovery. No prudent Friend 


would attempt to break in upon you at ſuch a Time, though 


tie would be always ready to viſit you whenever you ſignified 
to him that his Company might be helpful to you. 


7. When you are incapable of Reading, or uſing any 


Forms ot Prayer yourſelf, let ſuch, as you think beſt ſuits 


with your preſent Need and Deſire, be read to you by an 
Attendant on you.—Or, it you ſhould be fo very ill, that 
you cannot hearken to any Reader, put up ſome ſhort Pe- 
titions, or Ejaculations, which you may do frequently and 
devoutly from your own Memory, or from what your own 

Wants and Feelings will naturally ſuggeſt to you: particu- 
| larly for a Bleſſing on the Medicines you are taking. 


8. Beſides your own Prayers for yourſelf you ſhould de- 


fire the Prayers of others for you. You ſhould ſend to tha 
Miniſter, and requeſt the public Prayers of the Congrega- 


tion, to which you belong. And,: it you can afford to give 


Ams at the ſame Time to the poor, the Prayers of the 


Church will be more likely to prevail for you. Cornelius's 


Ams accompanied his Prayers. Acts x. 31. = 
9. When you can receive any friendly Viſitors without 
Inconvenience, deſire the Favour of ſuch of them as are 


religiouſly diſpoſed, to remember you in their Prayers; 


thus ſhewing on all Occaſions your Eye is looking to Gop 


for Help in your Sickneſs more than to Man ; and that you 
expect to reap: your chief Benefit from fervent Prayer, 


| eſpecially from the Prayers of thoſe who are the moſt farth- 


ful Servants of that GoD who has declared, for our Con- 


— 


ſolation, that He heareth Prayer. See the Conſolations 


from Prayer, Page 54. 


10. By ſuch Ways and Thoughts as theſe, you may bear | 


your Pain and Weakneſs with Patience, Thankfulneſs, 
| EA Reſignation. 


80 J 


Reſignation, and Truſt in GOD. You may likewiſe make 


ſuch Reflections on them, as are fitting for a ſick Bed. 


| Helps for the Attendants on the ich, in Regard to their 


- Behamour, 


1. You may give ſome Aſſiſtance in promoting the Sal- 
vation of the ſick, and ſhould therefore add to your Care of 
his Body that of his Soul; for by this you will beſt teſtify 
your Love, and do him the molt ſignal Service. | 

2. You ſhould prevent, as much as poſſible, his Mind 


from being diverted from ſerious Things, either by the im- 


pertinent Diſcourſes, or improper Behaviour of thoſe, who 
viſit him. . 
3. You ſhould cheriſh in him, as much as you well can 


the pious Thoughts, which the Miniſter has excited ; read 


to him, when convenient, plainly and diſtinctly, one of the 
ſeven penitential Pſalms | namely, vi—xxx1.—xxxvui.—l. 
—C,-CXxXxXx, cxliii.] ſome Paſſages relating to the Sufferings 
of CHRIST, or ſuch other Parts of Scripture, as may be 
moſt beneficial to him in his preſent Circumſtances. 

4. As the Miniſter (though he may viſit him often) can- 
not always be with him, you ſhould endeavour to ſupply 


his Place by advfing and comforting the fick on whom you 


attend, 3 
5. You will naturally expect the ſame Kindneſs from 


others, if you yourſelf ſhould ever be ſeized with any dan- 


gerous IIlneſs: You ſhould therefore put in Practice that 
admirable Rule of our LORD, All Things whatſoever ye 
** would, that Men ſhould do unto you, do ye even ſo to 
* them.” Mat. vu. 12. | 

6. If you are much grieved to ſee the ſick Perſon dan- 
gerouſlly ill, you ſhould endeavour to check and moderate 
your Grief, eſpecially before him, ſince it is vain, uſeleſs, 
and contrary to right Reaſon, becauſe it does no real Good; 


and, if it be indulged 200 far, it will be diſpleaſing to GoD; 


who may indeed forgive it; yet exceffive Griet can never be 
indulged without oppoſing his Authority. You ſhould uſe 
therefore your beſt Endeavours, and Prayers, in Order to 
ſubmit your Will to God's Will. N 
7. If the ſick be likely to die, you, who are about 3 
7 | WI 


Ke 


| 
t 
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will probably be reminded by the Miniſter of the Uncer- 
tainty of Life; that Death is the common Lot of all; that 
you ſhould not be either averſe to your own Death, or too 
greatly lament that of others; ſince we were all born on 
this Condition, that we ſhould leave the World when GoD 
commands; and we mult all ſoon follow the deceaſed to the 


Grave. Your Fathers, where are they? And the Pro- 


* phets, do they live for ever?” Zech. i. 5. 

8. You, who are the Attendants, ſhould do all in your 
reſpective Stations diligently and tenderly.—You ſhould 
join in Prayer with the Miniſter; — You ſhould put up Eja- 
culations to Heaven, that it may pleaſe Gop to give the 
dying Perſon Reſt and Pardon, and to yourſelf Grace to 
live well, and to die holily, and happily.—Y ou ſhould make 
no outcries on the Departure of the Soul from the Body; 
nor give any poſitive Judgment afterwards on the State of 
the deceaſed, becauſe he died quietly, or violently—with 
great Fears, or a chearful Confidence; zu his Senſes or 
out of them; —with Convulſions and terrible Agonies, or 
in Silence, like an expiring Lamp; —for theſe may happen 
ſeverally according to the Conſtitution of the Perfon, and 
the Nature of his diſtemper; or as GoD pleaſes to diſpenſe 


the Grace, or the Puniſhment, for Reaſons only known to- 


Himleif.. 


Further Helps for the Attendants on the Sick, in Regard 
| to thetr Behaviour. : 


1. You ſhould read to the ſick Perſon, if he be not able 


to read himſelt, ſome ſuitable Portions of Scripture, or Piſ- 
courſe with him profitably on Repentance, Redemption, 


Patience, Thankfulneſs, Truſt in Gop, Death, Judgment, 
Heaven, and Hell. 


2. You ſhould endeavour occaſionally to ſuggeſt ſerious 
Thoughts fit for the Comfort, or Admonition of one, ho 


is looking on himſelf, as taking Leave of the World, and 


going to meet his eternal Doom. 


3. Vou ſhould endeavour to ſpiritualize Accidents, and 


take Occaſion from all that happens to excite the ſick Perſon 


to make profitable Reflections, ſo that he may not want the 


Hint of a good Thouglu, as often as he is ready to receive 
| E 5 It ,- 
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it.— A moſt comfortable and important Text, for his Medi- 
tation and your Prayer for him is, That the Gop of 
Hope may fill him with all Joy and Peace in believing, 
* that he may abound in Hope through the Power of the 
„HOLY GHOST.“ Rom. xv. 13. | 

4. It he awake more eaſy, you may tell him he ſhould 
bleſs Go p for that Eaſe, and obſerve to him how tenderly 


GoD proportions Trials to our Weakneſs, conſidering as 


a tender Father what we can bear. | 

5. Or if he awake under more Pain, you might ſuggeſt 
to him, that, if it be great, tis likely to be ſhorter; that 
Gop knows beſt, how much and how long we can bear; 
that he is in good and merciful Hands, whilſt he is in 
Gop:, and that he ſhould be quiet under them; that he 
ſhould wait on GoD, who expects to be waited on; and 
often tries the Faith and Truſt of his Servants, before he 
recompenſes them with the deſired Bleſſing. | 

6. On all Occaſions, when any Benefit has been re- 
ceived by the ſick Perſon, either by Food, or Medicine, 
or Sleep, and likewiſe on any Want of them, or any Oc- 
currence, or Diſcourſe, which he has noticed, you will 
be acceptable and uſeful Friends indeed, if you have Judg- 
ment ſufficient to raiſe up his Mind 1 Thoughts, or 
Deſires about thoſe Things, and to make him reflect on the 
Power, the Patience, the Mercy, the Fidelity of Go p, or 
on the Wickedneſs and Folly of Men, the Vanity of world- 
ly Things, the Uſefulneſs of Religion, and heavenly At- 
fections, the Temptations and Dangers of Health and Eaſe, 
the Benefit of Sickneſs, the bleſſed Fruits of Patience, and 
the Recompence, which crowns it at laſt, | 
7. And if at any Time the ſick Perſon do not receive 
your Diſcourſe, or other Services with that Willingneſs, 


which you might expect from him, you ſhould wait ano- 


ther Opportunity, and not ſlacken your good Offices; but 


endeavour to time them better, or make them more agree- 


able to him on the next Occaſion ; not taking any Thing ill 
of him in this Condition, but pitying what would provoke 
you at another Time. | : 

8. Or, if he ſeem concerned, that his Diſeaſe renders 
him troubleſome to his Friends, you may ſuggeſt to him, 


chat Friends are born for Adverſity, and to bear a Part > 
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, P38 
each others Troubles, and that the ſame All-wiſe Gop, 
who fends him the Trouble of his Pains, and Sickneſs, 
ſends you alſo the Trouble of your Attendance, and equally 
expects a willing and cheerful Reception of theſe reſpective 
Troubles from both. | 0 

. You ſhould make Allowances for the Infirmites of 
the Sick, which you yourſelf may ſoon feel; and be as un- 
willing to take, as to give juſt Cauſe for Exception. By 
this Means you may af 
which you cannot prevent. 


— SECTION. 


leviate and lighten thoſe Sorrows, 
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Helps for converſing with the fick in Order to give 
them proper Notions of Sin and Repentance; 
_ eſpecially of a Death-bed Repentance. 


Helps for converſing with the fick on the Nature of Sin. 
HERE are ſeveral Kinds of Sins, and various Ways 


of prevaricating with Gop's Commandments. I 
ſhall endeavour to make you ſenſible, that every n is more 
or leſs aggravated according to the different Circumſtances 
of it, as by the great or ſmall Degree of the Temptation; — 
the Scandal it gives to others; the Diſhonour it does to 
Religion; — the Injury it does to thoſe, whom it may more 
immediately concern; - the Degrees of Boldneſs and Im- 
pudence attending it; the Continuance in it; — the Ex- 

ence, Deſires, and Habit of it. Some Sins are not for- 
bidden by the Law of Man, which are forbidden by the 
Law of Cod, as Lying in common Diſcourſe, Jeering, 


temperate Eating, Ingratitude, felling too dear, out-wit- 


ting and over-reaching in Bargains; extorting, and taking 
Advantage of the Neceſſities or Ignorance of other Peo- 
ple; importunate Intreaties, and Temptations of others 
to many Inſtances of Sin, as Intemperance, Pride, and 
Ambition. All theſe ſtrangely blind the Underſtanding, 
captivate the Affections of ſinful Men, and lead them into 
many Snares of the Devil, of which they are not aware.— 
Some Sins are thought inconſiderable, and are called Sins of 
Infirmity, as idle Thoughts, foohſh Talking, Impatience, 
Anger, and keeping trifling Company.—Many Things are 
thought to be 20 Sins, ſuch as Miſpence of Time ;—whole 
Days or Months of uſeleſs or impertinent Employment ;— 
Gaming, winning Mens' Money, cenſuring Men's Actions; 
Equrvocation 1n the Prices of buying and ſelling, Rudeneſs 
in Speech or Behaviour, doing Actions in themſelves good, 
with ſiniſter, and evil Deſigns, and the like. 3 
Nov in all theſe Caſes it is neceſſary to be inquiſitive and 
| very 
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very careful, that ſuch Kind of Fallacies do not prevail over 
the ſick; but that thoſe Things, which paſſed unobſerved 
before, ſhould now undergo an impartial Cenſure, excite 
religious Sorrow, and Heart-telt Condemnation. 

To this may be added, ſome ſuch Inquiries as the fol- 
lowing in Regard to the Omiſſion of his Duty; for in many 


Inſtances the Failures in theſe important Points are undiſ- 


cerned, becauſe the Conſcience has not been made tender, and 
perceptible of them. Rn | 
Have you negletted public, Family, or ſecret Prayer, 


Reading the Scriptures, inſtructing your Family in the 
Principles of Religion? Have you redeemed Time ? 


Have you grown 1n Grace, and done all the Good you 
could ? Have you reheved the needy, comforted the at- 
flicted, and viſited the fick? Have you been wanting in 


Obedience, Duty, and Reſpect to Superiors, eſpecially to 


Parents? Have you done the Work of Go negtgently, 
not diſcharging the Duty of your Station with Fidelity, 
Care, and Exactneſs? TR. 

Have you ever duly weighed the Malignity and Deceit- 
fulneſs of Sin? 


$21 is the greateſt of al Evils, 1. as it is our Curſe and 
Death ;—2. as it is the Cauſe of our Separation from GOD; 
.—3, and as it expoſes us to everlaſting Condemnation. 


Vet Multitudes, who call themſelves Chriſtians, live 


without any true Notions of the Heinouſneſs of Sin the 


Miſery of an unpardoned State the Worth of a Saviour; 
—or the Nature and Neceſſity of Repentance towards GO p, 
and of Faith towards our Lord JESUS CHRIST. 

They are baptized, but live and die without knowing, 


without inquiring to what valuable End their Baptiſm ſerves. 


They go through a Round of religious Services, in a for- 


mal hfeleſs Manner, on which might properly be written 


TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. They hope all is well 


with them ; but their Hope 1s centered in themſelves, in the 


Conceit of their own Worthineſs, in partial Performances, 
and not in CHRIST, of whom they make little Account; 


and conſequently it is an wnſcreptural Hope, utterly infut- | 


ficient to be the Reſt and Repoſe of an immortal Soul. 


Thus are they deceming themſelves; and ruined through 


the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. 


Helps 
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Helps for converſing with the Sick on the Nature and Neceſſity 
- of true Repentance. Lo 


True Repentance is a CHANGE of MIN PD, a thorough 


Renewal of Heart, and Life. You muſt not preſume it is 


right and perfect, becauſe you feel a Degree of Sorrow and 
expreſs a Degree of Compunction for your Sins. This 
71ay and undoubtedly often does ſpring from worldly Mo- 
tives, from the Senſe of our Sufferings, and the temporal 
Evils, which our Sins may have drawn upon us.—7ruc 
Repentance is much more than this, It is a real, Heart- 
felt Sorrow for our Sins, as offenſive to GoD and ruinous 


to our Souls; as a ſufficient Cauſe for Gop's Indignation, 


and of our everlafting © Deſtruction from the Glory of his 
Preſence.” *I'rue Repentance is an Abhorrence, a De- 
teſtation of Sin, as defiling our Nature, and neceſſarily 
ſeparating us from a pure and holy Gop, who can have 
no Communication with Sinners; and who therefore to ex- 
plate their Sins fent his Son to die on the Croſs! And, it 


Repentance be ſincere, it muſt go ſtill farther. It not only 


truly laments what is paſt, and wiſhes to undo it, as far as 
poſſible, at any Price; but it reſolves in juſt Abhorrence of 


Sin, and its deſtruttive Nature, to fly from its Practice n 


future, and to direct all the Thoughts, Words, and Atiions 


by that Love of Gop, which is Hotneſs; and by that [Rule 


of Life, which alone, through divine Grace, can lead to 
the Favour of the Almighty. _ | 
The truly penttent Sinner will daily, hourly, and continu— 


| ally look up by humble Faith to HM, who was © wounded 
— — — and bruiſed for our Iniquities,” - 


for our 
He will czefly delight in reading, or hearing the bleſſed 


Goſpel, and will rejoice to know and feel, that there is 
no other Name under Heaven, whereby we can receive 


" Health 


It is wonderful“ (fays the great Lord CI AA * 8 in his Eſſays,) 


that there is not one Chriſtian in the whole World, how different ſo- 
& ever in other Opinions, who profeſſes to have any Hope of Salvation 
„without Repentance; and yet that there are ſo few who take any 


« Paing to be informed about it, or #now how to practiſe it.“ There 
never was an Obſervation more ſuited to the Genius of any Age or Peo- 
ple than this is to that, in which we live, 


C & J 


„Health and Salvation, but only the Name of our Lok 


JEsUs CHRIST!“ Happy to be aſſured, that by an en- 
tire Confidence in Him, and perfect Reſignation to his 


holy Will, He ſhall at length, however worthleſs in Hun- 
{elt, obtain Pardon and Peace, and be numbered with the 
Penitent in Heaven. | | 

Permit me then to /f you, Do you perceive in yourſelf 
this Repentance ?—this undiſſembled Contrition in your 
Heart? Are you truly ſenſible of your numberleſs Of- 
fences, and of your eternal Ruin without the Merits and 
Mediation of the great Redeemer? Do you in the Bitter- 
neſs of your convicted Soul, thus lament *© Oh wretched 
„Man, that I am!” and af © Who ſhall deliver me from 


the Body of this Death? -O wretched Man, that I am 


thus defiled with. Sin, thus an Enemy to Gop by wicked 
Works, thus *Selt-deftroyed, where, where is my Hope? 
Oh, Saviour of the World, who by thy precious Blood 
haſt redeemed loſt Mankind, have Mercy on me. Oh! 
Saviour of the World fave me and help me, or I periſh! 


If this be indeed the ſincere Language of your Heart, 1 


congratulate you on this bleſſed Dawn, this Opening of a 
future better Day. Let me preſs you then to a Condutt, 
which both to yourſelf and others will give all poſſible Proof 
and Satisfaction, that the Work of real Repentance is be- 
gun in your Heart. 
It is an undeniable Truth, that Sin never did, never can, 
nor ever will either make Man happy, or produce him any 


ſolid and ſubſtantial Good; ſo the ſooner you abſolutely 


quit all its Love in your Heart, and its Practice in your 
Life, the greater Comfort will you gradually receive, and 
find every Day more and more ſerenity of Soul; however 
at firſt, as it is reaſonable to expett, the Stings and Re- 
proaches of a convinced Conſcience may be ſharp, pierc- 
ing, and ſometimes painful, very painful: But be not diſ- 
couraged by theſe: Rather conſider them as Proofs, that 
your Soul is alive, and be incited by them, as Motives to a 


zealous Perſeverance in the great Work of Reconciliation 


with God, To this End endeavour to be much in Medi- 
By - Z tation, 


* See Hoſea xiti, 9g. O Iſrael, thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf q but ix 
me is thy Help.“ | | 
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. 
tation, and Self-Recollection. And one Thing vou muſt 
do; for without it all the reſt will be hopeleſs : You muſt 
not fail to lift up your Heart in Prayer to GoD on every 
convenient Occaſion for his aſſiſting Grace, and merciful 


Favour to you. Remember Prayer is not a mere Repeti- 


tion of Words: It is the Language of the Heart, exprel- 
ſing a due Senſe of its Wants and Woes to that GoD, who 
hears the Prayers of all his People, and knows all their 
Circumſtances, You mult continually thus expreſs your 
Heart to him; your Heart conſcious ot its Evils, deploring 
them, and deſirous of Pardon tor them, and Deliverance 
from them. You nay moreover continually dart up ear- 


.neſt Petitions to the Father of Compaſſions, fervent Ejacu- 


lations to the Throne of Grace in every Place and at every 
Time, In thort, keep but your Heart fixed and intent upon 
Gop, turned to him in ſincere Deſire, and it will turn to 
him iu the Language of that Deſire; for it will pray. 

Give me Leave to obſerve, that what I adviſe to you 1s 
that, on Which I depend myſelf for Salvation. I conteſs 
myſelt a deeply humbled, penitent Sinner.“ On CHRIST 
alone is my Hope and Truſt; on CHRIST, as accepting my 
Soul, in true and unfeigned Repentance, and pertett Sub. 
miſſion, offering up its unworthy Self before Him. You 
may be fully aſſured, that, unleſs we pray for his divine and 
all powerful Grace to work in us, this Repentance and Re- 
{ignation, this Love of Him and of Holineſs, this univerſal 
Charity and Good-unll, we cannot in the Nature of Things 
be Partakers of his Kingdom ; nay indeed we could find no 


Happineſs or Pleaſure in that Kingdom, were it conceiva- 


ble, that we cou/d be admitted there, in ſuch an unrenewed 


State. It is a Kingdom of Holineſs, Purity, and Love, into 


which nothing ſinful, defiling, or malevolent can ever en- 
ter. Lie mult aſſociate with . Endeavour therefore to 


turn from Sin in Heart, Lip, and Life; and become holy, 
he GoD; and then, however and whenever He is pleaſed 


to take you from this preſent Life, you will infallibly find 
Happineſs with Him, as you will be made fit through his 
5 | Grace 


See the Confe ſſion in the Communion Service. We are heartily 


| farry for theſe our Miſdoings: The Remembrance of them is grievous 


to us, the Burden of them is intolerable, 


. 


t16 


66 


lo 


L 89 ] 


Grace for the Inheritance of the Saints in Light.— There, 
delivered from the Power of Evil, you will no more know 


Sin, Sorrow, or Death; but will reſt with Gop in Peace 


and Comfort, in Holineſs and Happineſs for ever. 


(= No Man ſhould be ſo much his own Enemy, as to 
have his Repentance to BEGIN in a Time of Sickneſs. This 


_ ought to have been the Practice of his former Life; and 


tien He might COMPLETE it in his Sickneſs by Conteſ- 
ſion of his Sins ;—by pleading a Pardon on the Terms and 
Promiſes of our LORD IESUS CHRIST ;—by Reſolutions 


of Amendment, ſhould He recover ;—and by ſhewing the 


Truth of his Repentance in its Fruits, particularly by Acts 
of Charity to the Poor, according to his Abilities; and by 
a Forgiveneſs of his Enemies, if he have any. — This is a 
Work for al, Men at all Times, who ſhould wiſh to be in 
Safety, or die in Peace; but eſpecially for tte Sich, who 


_ ought. to make it their earneſt Deſire and Care. An Heart- 


Searching Self-FExamnation too will be highly neceſſary; 
and in their Performance of this 2mportant Duty, they will 


find Aſſiſtance, if they earneſily ſolicit it, at the Throne of 


Grace. 


Remarks on the Fifty-firſt Pſalm, wich is expreſſive of Da- 


vd Repentance, and peculiarly ſuited to the fick. 


This [emma Pſalm conſiſts of two Prayers. Private 
for Ourſelves, and publick for the People. 

In the Private for Ourſelves there is an earneſt Supplica- 
tion for Pardon and Mercy. | | 


1. Have Mercy upon Me, O Gov, after thy great 


_ * Goodneſs: according to the Multitude of thy Mercies 
do away mine Offences.” | 


Then follows a Petition for purifying (or ſanct fyi ig) 
Grace. 
2. Waſh me thoroughly from my Wickedneſs; and 


_** cleanſe me from my Sin.” 


Next a Confeſſion of Sins, contained in the fon. fol- 


lowing Verles, 
22 Far 


90 3 
3 for I acknowledge my Faults, and my Sin is ever 


© before me, * 
85 Againſt Thee only have I ſinned; and Jead this 


„ Saving, and clear when thou art judged, fs, 
* Behold, I was ſhapen in W. ickedneſs: and in Sin 
« hath my Mother conceived me.” 

6. © But lo! Thou requireſt Truth in the inward Parts: 
„and ſhalt make me to underſtand Wiſdom ſecretly.” 

The ſeventh and eighth Verſes are an Act of Faith in 
Gop's Power and Mercy—a firm Perſuaſion that he will 
pardon and cleanſe. 

7. Thou ſhalt purge me with Hyſſop, and I ſhall be 

* clean; thou ſhalt waſh me, and I ſhall be whiter than 
” Snow.” 

8. © Thou ſhalt make me hear of Toy and Gladneſs; 
that the Bones, which thou haſt broken may rejoice.” 
The four next Verſes are a Prayer, for thoſe Graces and 
Favours which are now moſt needful for him, as for In- 
ſtance : A Petition for Forgiveneſs, 

- Turn thy Face from my Sins: and put out all my 
* «© Miſdeeds.” | 

= Sanctificatton. 

„Make me a clean "Woo O God: ey renew a 
. Spirit within me.” 

For Cor: afort, 

11. Cali me not away from thy Preſence: and take not 
* thy holy Spirit from me.“ 

For Conlirmation in his good Purpoſes. | 
12. Oh! give me the Comtort of thy Help again: and 
« ſtabliſh me with thy free Spirit.” 

As theſe :welve Verſes were by Way of Petition, ſo the 
five next are by Way of Vow and Promiſe. In the three 
firſt of which David promiſes moral! Returns, as edilying 
others, and glorifying GOD. 

He promiles i in the thirteenth Verſe, that if Gap pleaſe 
to grant him the aboue Petitions, it will engage him to con- 
vert others. 29. * Then 

* Theſe Evils I deſerve and more, 

Acknowledge them from Goo inflicted on me 


Tully ; + deſpair not of his fia Pardon, 
Whoſe Car! is ever open, and his Eye 


Gracious to readmit the Suppliant. 
| Milton's Samſon Agoniſtes. 


« Evil in thy Sight: that Thou mighteſt be juſtiſied in thy 


of 


_—_ ME |: 


Aim. 


- 11 . 

13. Then ſhall I teach thy Ways unto the Wicked: 
and Sinners ſhall be converted unto Thee.” 

And in the two next that He will gloriy him. 

14. Deliver me from nel, O Gop, thou 
that art the Gop of my Health: and my Tongue ſhalf 
ing of thy Righteouſneſs.“ . — 
15. Thou ſhalt open my Lips, O LoRD: and my 
„ Mouth ſhall ſhew thy Praiſe.“ | . 

In the ſixteenth Verſe David Promiſes moral Returns, 
becauſe nothing elſe would be acceptable, and becauſe no 
legal Sacrifice was needful now. No Sacrifice under the 
law being appointed for Murder, Adultery, or any wilful 
Tranſgreſſions: If it had, David would have offered it, 
however expenſive. | 3 
16. For thou deſireſt not Sacrifice, elſe would I give 
* it thee; but thou delighteſt not in Burnt-offerings.” 
Theſe legal Sacrifices will not reconcile Him, after the 
Commiſſion of ſuch Offences. | 

But as moral Returns were acceptable. He offers his 
Heart to Go, full of Trouble, that He had ever offended 


17, The Sacrifice of GoD is a troubled Spirit: a- bro- 
* ken and contrite Heart, O Gop, ſhalt thou not deſpiſe.“ 

The two laſt Verſes of this Pſalm, reſpe& public Prayer 
tor the People. 5 INT: 

In the eighteenth Verſe David, having found Grace for 
himſelf prays for the Proſperity of the People. 

18. O be favourable and gracious unto Sion: build 
thou the Walk of Jeruſalem.” 1 

uin the nineteenth Verſe, He promiſes public Returns of 
Praiſe for the Mercies he had recerved—and his Peace being 
Liade with Go p, he ſays, | | 

19. Then ſhalt thou be pleaſed with the Sacrifice of 

* Righteouſneſs, with the Burnt-offermgs and Oblations 3 


© then ſhall they offer young Bullocks upon thine Altar.” 


Though I am unworthy to do this, thy fazzhful Servants 
ſhall bring thoſe Sacrifices thou mayeſt accept, and when L 
am reconciled to Thee, I will jou with them in ſuch de- 
vout Services and Offerings, 


Biſhep 


1 * 
Biſhop Burnet's Sentiments on a Death-bed Repentance. 


Biſhop Burnet, in his excellent Book intitled, T Hs 
PASTORAL CARE, (Page 173 of the fourth Edition) ſays, 
A Clergyman ought to give no Encouragement to Men, 
who have led a bad Courſe of Life, to hope muck from a 
Death bed Repentance ; yet he is to ſet them to implore 
the Mercies of GOD in CHRIST IJ ESus, and todo all they 
can to obtain his Favour. But unleſs the Sickneſs has been 
of a long Continuance, and that the Perſon's Repentance, 
his Patience, his Piety, has been very extraordinary, during 
the Courſe of it, he muſt be ſure to give him no poſitive 
Ground of _ but leave him to the Mercies of God, For 
there cannot be any greater Treachery to Souls, that 1s 
more fatal and more pernicious, than the giving quick and 
ealy Hopes, upon ſo ſhort, ſo forced, and ſo impertett a 
Repentance. It not only makes thoſe Perſons periſh ſe- 
curely themſelves, but it leads all about them to Deſtruttion, 
when they ſee one, of whoſe bad Liſe, and late Repentance 
they have been the Witneſles, put ſo ſoon in Hopes, nay | 
faithful Guides made ſure of Salvation. This muſt make 
them go on very ſecure in their Sins, when they ſee how 
- fmall a Meaſure of Repertance ſet all right at laſt : All the 
Order and Juſtice of a Nation would be preſently diſſolved, 
ſhould the Howlings of Criminals, and their Promiſes work 
on Juries, Judges, and Princes: So the Hopes, that are 
given to Death-bed Penitents, muſt be a moſt effettual Means 
to root out the Senſe of Religion from the Minds of all that 
ſee it; therefore, though no dying Man is to be driven to 
Deſpair, and left to die obſtinate in his Sins; yet if we love 
the Souls of our People, if we ſet a due Value on the | 
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Blood of CHRIST, and if we are touched with any Senſe 
of the Honour, or Intereſts of Religion, we muſt not ſay 
any Thing that may encourage others, who are but too apt 
of themſelves to put all off to the laſt - Hour. We can give 
them no Hopes from the Nature of the Goſpel Covenant ; 
yet, after all, the beſt Thing a dying Man can do, 1s to re- 
bent If he recover, that may be the Seed and Beginning 
of a new Life, and a new Nature in him : Nor do we know 
the Meaſure of the Riches of God's Grace and Mercy; how 


far 


then do I reſolve? What do I determine in this Matter? 


1 
far he may think fit to exert it beyond the Conditions and 
Promiſes of the new Covenant, at leaſt to the Leſſening of 
ſuch a Perſon's Miſery in another State. We are ſure he 
is not within the new Covenant ; and ſince he has not re- 
pented according to the Tenor of it, we dare not, unleſs we 
betray our Commiſſion, give any Hopes beyond it.“ 


Dr. Aſsheton's Senttments on a Death-Bed Repentance. 


When (ſays Dr. AS$$HETON, Page 45 and 46 of his 
Death-bed tRepentance) you viſit ſick Beds, and hear a 


poor dying Creature lamenting his Sins with Tears, and 


moſt earneſtly begging Pardon for the Sake of Txtsus 
CHRIST, when you obſerve how paſſionately he reſolves, 
that, if Gop will but ſpare him, he will become a new 
Man, and never be guilty of ſuch Extravagance, what do you 


ay, or do in ſuch a Caſe? Nay what muſt ſuch a wicked 


Man do, who having lived in Sin, ſhall thus happen to be 
ſurprized by Death? Dare you be ſo uncharitable, as to 
declare, that he is paſt Hope; that there 1s no Remedy, 
but that he will certainly be damned? | 


I anſwer, that I dare not _—_— to limit Gop, whofe 


Mercies are infinite. In ſuch a Caſe I will not cenſure him, 
but admoniſh and inſtruct him to the beſt of my Judgment 
and Abilities. I will exhort the dying Sinner to remember 
his Sins—to bewail them; to beg Pardon for them; to form 


firm Reſolutions of Amendment ; and (where there 1s Oc- 


caſion) to make Reſtitution ; and, having prayed earneſtly 
for him, and recommended him to Gop's Mercy, do I 
then ſay ſuch an one will be damned? No! I dare not. — 
But do I ſay he ſhall be ſaved ? No! I cannot. What 


I 


* By this Quotation it is evident, that Biſhop Burnet had no Opinion 
ef a Convert of a Week's ſtanding, nor of any ſuch Accounts given by 
well-meaning, but ill-judging Attendants on the fick. Dean Sherlotk, 
in his Treatile on Death, has the ſame Sentiments of theſe Death- bed 
Converſions. See Sherlock on Death, the latter End of his fourth 
Chapter. All ſuch Notions of a ſudden Death · bed Repentance ſeem to 
them to have no ſolid Foundation 1n the Goſpel. | _ 


See a Treatiſe on a Death- bed Repentance, by the judicious Dy. 
Aſsheton, Rector of Beckenham, in Kent. Ninth Edition. Price 18. 


. 


| 
|; 
. 


r 


K {AE 


© IC rr 


TAE EH 


— eatilwgorr: 


P ES FP I SHE, F351 wa n 
= — 5 . 8 — 
* * - r 1 W x * 
— 7 ” _ = 
Then 4+ 4 n — VT, 2 — 


** — bo + amr. 


mn O__ 


ä 2 — + 
1 Sena Pu A] be 
— —_——— 
4 J 


— I Tarn wy 


8 nr . . = - * 
* : : * N . —* 1 b 


We oi ET ene 
22 : 
** 


— ed 1g np oe tr n 
rr Ad 
+; 
„ 


2 
1 — 


— Sons 


I 
— amore Ä 
e e eee 
ey Re a... 
2) 


8 
e 93 Ne — 
i 


given his Miniſters 
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1 will be filent, and determine Nothing ; for, as I dare not 


| Matter him into a falſe and groundleſs Preſumption, ſo nei- 


ther would I fink him into the Horror of Deſpair. I ſay I 


will determine Nothing: I will judge Nothing before the 


Time. All that I can do in this dark intricate Caſe is to 
commend him to the EXTRAORDINARY Mercy of Gop, 
to which we muſt leave fome ſingular Caſes ; not knowing 
what to judge of them Ourſelves.—Poſſibly it may pleaſe 
God to let this dying Sinner be a $16NAL Example of 
his unlimited Power and Prerogative to ſave beyond all 


ORDINARY Rules. Whether it may be thus, or thus, I 
dare not determine. What Gop.: can do from the Fullneſs 


of his Power, or Prerogative, is not for us Mortals to 

pate]  - | -. Es | 
However, I muſt be ſo faithful to my miniſterial Office, 

as to admoniſh this dying Sinner, that the Goſpel (by the 


Laws of which we are to be judged) expreſsly declares that 


4 without Holineſs no Man ſhall fee the LORD,“ and that 
CHRIST is the Author of eternal Salvation unto them (and 
to them ONLY) who obey Him” (Heb. v. 9.) When, 
therefore, the ſick Man has been vicious and extravagant 


all his Life long, if Gop accepts his dying Reſolutions, it 


is more than He has | * and it is more than He has 
ower to preach and declare. 


Helps for forming a true Judgment of a Death bed 


 Repentance. 


As Repentance 1s a Change of Heart from an evil to a 
good Diſpoſition, no Man can juſtly be called a true Peni- 
tent, till his Heart be thus changed; and whenever that 
Change is made, Repentance is certainly complete. 

Now there is Reaſon to conclude Gop will conſider that 


Life as amended, which would have been amended, if He 
had ſpared it. —Repentance in the Sight of Man cannot be 


known but by its Fruits.—The only Way Man can judge is 


* But if, which is not often the Caſe, he be a true Penitent, (the 
S:xcerity of whoſe Repentance, Gop alone, who knows the Secrets of 
al Hearts, can be a Fudge) there is Reaſon to hope he will find 

ercy. ; | | 8 
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by the Rule CHRISTH Himſelf has given us 1 By their Fruits 


ye ſhall know them.“ (Mat. vii. 20. 


But GOD (our great Creator) fees the Fruit in the Blo/- 


| ſom, or in the Seed. He (and He only) knows thoſe Re- 


ſolutions, which are fixed; thoſe Converſions, which would 


be laſting; and will receive ſuch, as are qualified by holy 


Deſires for Works of Righteouſneſs, without exacting from 
them theſe outward Duties, which the Shortneſs of their 
Lives hindered them from performing. LE. 

All therefore a Miniſter can do 1s to recommend a Death- 
bed Penitent to the Mercy of GoD.—But 'tis impofſible 
= _ to pronounce what will be his State in another 

orld. | | 


SECTION 
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ers VII. 


Helps for Converſation on Death and Eternity. 


Helps for converfing on a general View of Death. 


Dar is the — of the Soul from the Body. 
It muſt be left in the Grave a Prey to o Corruption and 
Worms. 

It will be raiſed in [ncorruption. 

It has been the [nſtrument of Sin, 

It has been the Subject of Dzſeaſes. 

It is the Priſon of the Soul. 

2. 

Death is a Departure from this World. 

A real Chriſtian will not value the World over- much. 

He conſiders himſelf as a Pilgrim here, and the World 
as an Inn. Your Fathers, where are they i 


He leaves his Wife and Children! in the Hands of a good 


and gracious GOD; and in the Hope of meeting them 
again to part no more. 


Death is an Entrance into 3 World. 

A real Chriſtian des in the Faith, Fear, and Love of 
Go, and his Son JESUS CHRIST, and in Submiſlion to 
his Will. 

He leaves mortal for immortal F. de. 

He dies in the LORD, becauſe he has {ved in he LORD; 
he dies happy, becauſe he has lived holy. 


He ſhall reſt from his Labour, Sin, ; "Ry and Death, | 


He ſhall be admitted into the Joy of his LOK b. 
Death is certain: Life very uncertain. How little then 


is to be expected from Life; and how much is it our Duty 


and Wiſdom to ſet our Aﬀettions above, where only 1s true 
and laſting Happineſs. Here our F riends die; our Com- 
torts 18 our Hopes vaniſh ;—our Promiſes to Ourſelves 

| remain 


1d 


Id 


1 


remain unſatisfy'd.— There is Nothing Aurable, and t for 
our Portion on Earth. —“ Ariſe, therefore, and depart, for 
this is not our Reſt: It is polluted,” Micah ii. 10. 


Helps for converfing with the fick on the Fears of Death. 


To talk of Death, and really to die are two very different 
Things ;—To view Death as an awful Meſſenger from 
Gop, actually approaching with his open Commiſſion in 
one Hand, and his uplifted Dart to execute it in the other, 
(an expecting Grave, and eternal Judgment in his imme- 
diate Train) is as different, as to view a Lion painted on the 


Sign at an Inn, and really to hear his tremendous roar, 


and to ſee his rolling Eyes, as He fiercely advances to 
devour us. | 

He, who is not prepared lor Death, has juſt Cauſe to 
fear it: But he, who is reconciled to it by Faith, Repen- 
tance, and renewed Obedience, and ſo qualified for the En- 
joyment of Heaven, has no ju/! Caule to fear Death. 

The Fear of Death proceeds either from the Pangs, or 
the. Conſequences of it. 

(1.) It from the Pays of it, conſider, that many ſuffer 
greater Pains in ſome Part of their Lives. We ſubmit to 
preſent Pain in Hope of juture Kale, as in the Amputation 


of a Limb, or cutting ior the Stone, &c,—A few mortal 


Pangs will cure us of all Diſeaſes, and recover us to ever- 
laſting Happineſs. _ | | 

'2.) If our Fear of Death proceed from the Conſequences 
of it, they are dreadful indeed to the zmpenttent. 

Daily meditaie on Mortality and Immortality, and ear- 
neftiy pray, and ſtrive to have your Follies and Weakneſſes 
die betore vou. Conſider, that the natural Heat neceſſary 
for the Preſervation of the Body daily conſumes it. 

Death though terrible to Nature, ſeen with an Eye of 
Faith, 1s diſrobed of 1is Terrors, and clothed with its Com- 
forts. —* Thanks be to GoD, who giveth us the Victory, 
„through our LORD IESUS CHRIST.“ 1 Cor. xv. 57. 
„ gBlefled are the dead, which die in the Lok D, that they 
may reſt from their Labours.” Rev. xiv. 13.—“ There 
* Remaineth a Reſt to the People of Gop.” Heb. iv. 9: 

O ble{led Time! when © _ {hall be ſwallowe 
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* of Life;” (2. Cor. v. 4.) and Death and Sorrow ſhall be no 


more! when we-ſhall be eaſed of all our Pains. ;—reſolved 
of all our Doubts 2—be purged from all our Sins:—be freed 
from all our Fears ;—be happy beyond our Hopes ;—and 
have all thus Happineſs ſecured to us beyond the Power of 


Time and Change. (Abp. Tillotſon.)  _T 
The Conſideration of having endeavoured. to imitate 


CurisrT, and of being © purified through Faith in Him.” 
(Acts xv, 9.) may exclude all * Doubts and diſ- 
quieting Fears of the contrary, though it may not of all 


tranſient Suſpicions and Jealouſies: And ſuch an Aſſurance 


as this, bad as the World is, many have actually obtained. 
Perhaps there is not a greater or more important Truth than 
* that in Proportion as our Faith in the Redeemer increaſes, 
* ſo our Fear of Death proportionably decreaſes.” They, 
who, are endowed with ſuch Diſpoſitions, are capable of 
reliſhing Heaven after Death, and are conſequently in a fit 
State to die. | | : 


Helps for conver ſing with the fick on 4 comfortable View 


of Death, 


By Death you will be freed from many Infirmities, Diſ- 
eaſes, and Pains to which your frail Body is now expoſed, 
By Death you will get Rid of Misfortunes, and Trea- 
chery, mes too under the Maſk of Friendſhip) and 
you will no more ſee Innocence ſacrificed to Iniquity : nor 
the poor, as they too often are, moſt grievouily oppreſſed 


by hard-hearted Wretches, who have the Power over 
them, 


At Death all your Doubts will vaniſh : « You ſhall know, 
% as you are known,” (1 Cor. xi. 12) © and put off this 


* Body of Sin.” Rom. vi. 6. You will leave a World, 


in which you cannot live without in ſome Degree offend- 
ing GoD.. | | „„ 
By Death you will leave the untoward Company of Men; 
too many of whom ſeem ' to have taken Counſel againſt 
the LORD and his Anointed,” (Pf. ii. 2.) to ſubvert his 
Throne, and not to have Him to rule over hem. 
By Death you will be enabled to form intimate Con- 
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nections with happy Spirits,“ to behold the Patriarchs and 
the Prophets, and to have Communion with the bleſſed 
Gop himſelf and the great Redeemer. (Heb. xii. 22.) If 
the Converſation of a wiſe, and experienced Chriſtian here 
below is fo pleaſing and comfortable to one, who loves our 
LORD JESUS CHRIST, in Sincerity, how delightful will 
Heaven be to Him, which is full of the Spirits of juſt Men 
made perfect; over whom CHRIST himſelf condeſcends 
graciouſly to preſide, and where © the Inhabitants ſhall no 
* more ſay I am %,; and the People, that dwell therein, 
* ſhall be forgiven their Iniquity.“ Iſai. xxxiii. 24. 
Lou are ſaved from eternal Death; and even the Sting 
of temporal Death is taken away. It is no Article of the 


new Covenant that you ſhall not die the Death of the Body: 


You expett it, you ſubimit to it, as an Order of Juſtice, a 
Diſpenſation of Wiſdom, and an Appointment of Good- 
neſs; for Death is the Gate to Heaven, and the ſerious 
Remembrance of Death will be the Means of your Prepa- 
ration for. Heaven, You fee, that your Time here is 


_ paſting away apace, and you feel your Weakneſs and 


Mortality. 1 I: 

Such a Meditation on Death will give you a Peace un- 
known to the World, and which Nothing on Earth can 
give. 8 1 


Helps for converſing wich the fich in Regard to Eternity. 


Bilcaſes, Pains, and the Confinement of a ſick Bed, will 
give you Leiſure to conſider Eternity, and to take Care of 
vour Soul, which in the Time of Health and Proſperity the 
Generality are too apt to neglect. At ſuch a Seaſon as this, 
perhaps you may recollett the former Paſſages of your Lite, 


and find Time for theſe or the like Thoughts, 


What am I? Whence came I?—-Who gave me my 


_ Being ?—For what Eud and Reaſon was I born ?—What 


have I done? How have I behaved myſelf ſince I came 
* F 2 | | into 


* The Chevalier Ramſay ſays, that Souls only make Acquaint- 
ancetbere below: It is above, that their Union is conſummated.“— 
May we ſpend our few remaining Days in ſuch a Manner, that our 
Death may he our Paſſage to a joyful Reſurrection, to a bleſſed and 


Fg 


eternal Life, | 
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into the World ?-I am now going to leave it.—To what 
Place then, into what unknown Regions ſhall I next re- | 
move? Where, (oh! where) ſhall I make my unalterable || has 
eternal Abode ?* | | Ch 80 
Think on DEATH and ETERNITY. That is a Thought, 
which at once diſarins Pleaſure of all its Allurements, and 
Pain of all its Terrors. — Repeat theſe Words, DEATH and || 
ETERNITY :—Paule awhile.— See how all the Glories of | 
this World ſhrink into Nothing. | 
If theſe Thoughts be daily improved, they may by the 
Goodneſs of GoD, the Concurrence of his Holy Spirit, 
and your own zealous Endeavours be an Introduction, 
through the Merits and Mediation of our bleſſed LORD, to 
an happy ETERNITY. Be not therefore fretful and im- 
patient, nor murmur and repine; for Gop, who beſt 
knows what will be for your real Good, has ſent this Sick- 
neſs to awaken, and reform you. Examine your Con- 
ſcience, commune with your own Heart upon your Bed, . 
and be ſtill, and make your Peace with Gop before you go 
hence and launch into a boundleſs Eternity. 


The Converſation of a late eminent Chriſtian in London, with 
ſome of has Reiattons, on their taking Leave of ham / 
to go into the Country. . 


„Our Health is no more at our Command than Length 
of Days. Mine ſeems drawing faſt towards a Concluſion. 
But I am content with every Allotment of Providence; for 
they are all in Wiſdom, unerring Wiſdom. 

„There is one Thing needful, which as an Arm un- 
derneath, bears up and ſupports me; and, though the rol- 
ling tempeſtuous Billows ſurround me, yet my Head is 1 
kept above them, and my Feet are firmly eſtabliſhed, Oh! Own 


ſeek it, preſs after it, lay faſt Hold of it. IF 7 you 
. = „Though, Yu 

| | next 

* — Say, haſt thou cool) thought? | depr 
Haſt thou e'er dar'd to Meditate on Death ? Dire 


Some there are who can talk nobly of it, | 
But, when the Trial comes, they ſtart, and ſtand aghaſt. > 
Haſt thou confidered what may happen after it, . Care 
What can ſuſlain thee in that Hour of Terror, 4 
How thy Account may ſtand, and what to — : | 
| | | OWE, 


what || 
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rable | 
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who would wiſh to change 
have lived, ſo ſhall I die with the moſt unſhaken Aſſurance, 


that © I have not followed cunningly deviſed Fables.” but the 


„on- pure, living, eternal Subſtance. 


1 


„Though painful my Nights, and weariſome my Days, 
yet I am preſerved in Patience and Reſignation. Death 


has no Terrors, nor will the Grave have any Victory. My 


Soul triumphs over Death, Hell, and the Grave. | 
 « Huſbands and Wives, Parents and Children, Health 
and Riches muſt all go :>Diſappointment is another Name 
for them. | | 5 
1 ſhould have been thankful, had I been able, to have 
a:tended where I have ſo often been refreſhed with the Con- 
verſation of pious Men; but it is otherwiſe allotted. The 
LoRD knows. beſt what is beſt for us: I am content, and 


' reſigned to his Will. 


e feel a Foretaſte of the 1 40 which + oc 12 1 
uch a State o ind! 8 1. 


Let the aged be ſtrong, the middle- aged be animated, and 
the Youth encouraged; for the LORD is with Sion, the 
LoRD will bleſs Sion. | | 
If I am now to be removed (as I apprehend I ſoon 
ſhall) out of CHRIST's Church militant, where I have en- 
deavoured in ſome Meaſure to fill up my Duty, I have an 
Evidence, that I ſhall gain Admittance into his glorious 
Church triumphant, far above the Heavens. | 

My dear Love to all them, who love our LORD 
JesuUs CHRIST in Sincerity.— Farewell.“ "0 


Helps for conn with a fick 17 in Order to animate 
iim to honour God by his dying Beſiauiou. 


I could wiſh, that for the Credit of Chriſtianity, your 
own Comfort, and the Edification of your ſurviving Friends, 
you may die not only ſafely, but honourably. You have 


your Senſes free in your Paſſage out of this World into the 


next; whereas the Force of your Diſtemper might have 
deprived you of them : I ſhall therefore propoſe ſome plain 

Directions in Regard to your dying Behaviour. yo 
1. I would adviſe you to rid your Mind of all earthly 


Cares. BE 
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2, To renew your Humilation before Gop, and Appli- | 


cation to the Blood of CHRIST. | 
3. To exerciſe Patience under bodily Pain and Sorrow. 
. To bear an honourable Teſtimony to Religion on 
leaving the, World. | 1 
5. To give a ſolemn Charge to ſurviving Friends; eſpe- 
cially recommending Holineſs and Faith in CHRIST. 
6. To keep the Promiſes of Gop in View. 1 
7. And to commit the departing Spirit to Gop in the 
genuine Exerciſes of Gratitude and Repentance, Faith and 
Charity.“ | | 


Copy of a Letter ſent by a Miniſter from Amſterdam to his 
Friend a Clergyman 3 giving an Account of the 


CE, * 


died there February 7, 1776. 


Reverend Sir, TT 


Y OUR kind Letter, inquiring about the State of Mr. 


Longueville's Health, came to iny Hand Yeſterday : 
And, had it come a few Days ſooner, it might have been 


communicated to him before he entered into his Maſter's 


Joy. But now, alas! all that remains to us of that great 
and good Man, is the cold and breathleſs Body, which lies 
waiting for Interment. _ 8 

After enduring manifold Tribulations, and maintaining a 
long, but ſucceſsful Struggle, he obtained that Reſt, which 
remaineth for the People of GoD, on Wedneſday Evening 
about Seven o'Clock. | | 

By this Diſpenſation of divine Providence, the Engliſh 
Congregation here has loſt one of the moſt uſeful and 
faithful Paſtors, who has, perhaps, at any Time exiſted in 
the Chriſtian Church. I have loft a Colleague, and not a 


| Colleague 


* See an Enlargement on each of theſe Particulars, with a ſurtable 
Meditation and Prayer in Dr. .Doddridge's Riſe and Progreſs of Reli- 
gion in the Soul :—A Book, which is ſo highly eſteemed, as to have 
paſſed thiough eleven Editions; and which I cannot ſufficiemly recom- 
mend, eſpecially to every ſick Perſon. It is a Body of practical Divi- ity, 
and chriftian Experience. Dr. Doddridge ſaid to an inumate Fricnc, 
* but Joy and Triumph ſpring up in my Heart.“ 


exemplary Death of that eminent Servant of God, Mr. Lon- 
gueville, Mam ſter of the Engliſui Church at Amſterdam, who 
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Colleague only, but a Counſellor and a Guide, a Father 


and a Friend. | 955 
Although a Foreigner and a Stranger here, his eminent 


Character as a private Chriſtian, and as a Miniſter of Chriſ- 


tianity, is ſo univerſally known, that his Death is lamented 
by all Ranks. „„ A 
He was truly a burning and a ſhining Light, and his 
Good of many. | | | N 
As his Life was exemplary, ſo his Death has been edify- 


Miniſtrations have been greatly bleſſed by Gop to the 


ing and inſtructive. 


- I had the Honour to attend him for ſeveral Days and 


Nights when he was upon his Death-bed; and to aſſiſt him 


in his laſt Moments; and I muſt own that, during this ſo- 
lemn Occaſion, I found ſtronger Evidence of the Truth of 
Chriſtianity, and more Convittion in my own Heart, than 
can be found from the Arguments and Proots given by Di- 
vines either antient or modern. | 
He retained his Senſes and Underſtanding entire to the 
very laſt Moment : and reaſoned on the Truth and Excel- 
lence of the Goſpel with ſuch Energy, Clearneſs, and 
Strength of Argument, that the weeping By-ſtanders were 
filled with Delight and Amazement. Indeed the celeſtial 
Joys, which darted in upon his Mind, ſerved to wipe away 
the Tears from our Eyes. His farewell Addreſs to his dear 
Wile, his Children, his Grand-children, his Colleague, and 
the Servants of his Family, all ſtanding together by his Bed- 
ſide, was ſuch a Scene of Grandeur and awful Solemnity, 
and attended with ſuch a Variety of Circumſtances” fo moy- 
ing and pathetic, that I was never Witneſs to the like. 


His dying Inſtructions to me, (delivered with a Pathgs 


and an Earneſtneſs which pierced my very Soul) his Anxiety 
for our Flock, and his extreme Concern for the Poo of it, 
ſhall never drop from my Remembrance. 8 


When he perceived his laſt End to be nearly approaching, | 


he compoſed himſelf a little to Reſt, in Order to acquire as 
much Strength as might enable him to recommend to us the 
important Concerns of Religion; and he performed this 


laſt Duty with ſuch Dignity and Compoſure, ſuch noble 


Elevation of Soul, as brought to our Remembrance the 


„ | Words 


«OF 
Words of our Great Lord, © Weep not for me, but weep 
for yourſelves, and your Children.” (Luke xxin, 28.) 

About twenty Minutes before he expired, we prayed by 
his Bed-fide; and after the Prayer was done, he returned 
me Thanks in diſtinct and articulate Words. | 

Thus, Reverend Sir, I have given you a ſhort Account 
of the dying Behaviour of my dear and much beloved Col- 
league. I ſhall only juſt acquaint you, that on the Sabbath 
(the 17th of December,) he was ſeized with his laſt Illneſs 
in the Pulpit, near the Concluſion of the Service; and he 
had been confined to his Houſe ever ſince. His Com- 
plaints aroſe entirely from the Stone and Gravel. About 
the Middle of January he ſeemed to be greatly recovered : 
But it fo pleaſed the ſupreme Diſpoſer of all Events, that 
he relapſed again; and about ten Days betore he died, was 
ſeized with a kind of pleuretic Fever, which, in Conjunc- 
tion with the original Diſeaſe, brought on his Diſſolution. 
He died on the 7th of February; and it is remarkable that 
on the 7th of February, he received his Call to be Miniſter 
of this Church 36 Years ago. 

As I was no Stranger to the Friendſhip between my wor- 
thy Colleague and you, Sir, I thought it would not be un- 
acceptable to you, if I returned ſo full an Anſwer to your 
Letter. I ſincerely recommend you, and all your Con- 
cerns to the Bleſſing of GOD, not doubting of your Wiſhes 
and Prayers in Behali of an afflicted Fellow-ſervant, a fa- 


therleſs Family, and a ſorrowful Congregation. I remain 


with much Eſteem, Rev. Sir, 
Your moſt obedient and very humble Servant, 


Amſterdam, February 12, 1776. KW 


Helps for an Application of the Promiſes of the Scripture, re- 
commended to the "97; and dying, by Way of Self-exama- 
nation, and of Prayer for their Fulfilment. 


There is a wide Difference whether we read the Scrip- 
ture Chapter after Chapter, in a formal Manner, without 


any Self- application, or Prayer, only believing in general, 


that it is the Word of Gop; or whether we ſeriouſly 
weigh the Contents; ſubmit in every Point how — 
ſoever to our corrupt Inclinations ; and embrace with F 3 
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that Patience, Comfort, and bleſſed Hope of everlaſting 


Life, it was deſigned to give. I have therefore earneſtly _ 
and repeatedly recommended to my Pariſhioners and others, 
when they read the Scriptures to examine themſelves by the 


Paſſages they read, and then turn them into a Prayer. 

As for Inſtance, examine yourſelf by this Text, Seek 
ye firſt the Kingdom of Gop and his Righteouſneſs, and 
all tneſe Things ſhall be added unto you.” Mat. vi. 33.— 
Do I ſeek the Kingdom of GoD and his Righteouſneſs, as 
my firſt and principal Concern ? And do I believe, . that all 
neceſſary Things will be added unto me ?—Then turn it 
into a Prayer: Grant, I beſeech Thee, O Lok p, that I 
may be enabled firſt (and above every other Conſideration) 
to ſeek thy Kingdom, and thy Righteouſneſs; and that all 
neceſſary Things may be added unto me, as our bleſſed 
LoRD has here promiſed to thoſe, who ſeek Gop, and 
depend on Him. | | 
In like Manner fick and dying Chriſtians may for their 
Comfort and Support examine themſelves by the Promiſes of 
Gop; and then pray, that they may be fulfilled in them- . 


| ſelves. As for Inſtance, © Fear not, for I am with Thee; 


Be not diſmayed, for I am thy GOD: I will ſtrengthen + 
Thee, yea I will help Thee, yea I will uphold Thee with 
the right Hand of my Righteouſneſs.” (Iſai. xli. 10.) Dol 
believe this Promiſe ? If ſo, then be comforted by it, and 
pray, LoRD increaſe my Faith in it!“ — If you do not 
believe it; then pray to Gop to ſtrengthen yOu Faith by 
his Grace, and to ſupport you with the Comfort of believ- 
ing this Promiſe. | | 
«+ Yea though I walk through the Valley of the Shadow 
of Death I will fear no Evil; for Thou art with me, thy 
Rod, and thy Staff, comfort me.” (Pſ. xxxiii. 4.)—-Do I 
fear no. Evil, even in the Proſpett of Death? If you do 
not, be thankful to GoD for it, and pray, Be Thou with 
„me, O LoRD.!. May thy Rod and Staff comfort me.” 
My Fleſh and my Heart faileth: But Gop is the 
Strength of my Heart, and my Portion forever.” (Pf. Ixxiii. 
26.) Has Go p been my Strength, and is he now ſo? Have 
I taken Him for my Portion, and have I now this Hope. 
Then pray. Oh be. it unto thy Servant according unto 


* thy Word.“ 
E 5. Thanks 
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F.. Thanks be to Gop, who giveth us the Vigory, thro' 


our Lox D IESsus CHRIST.“ (1 Cor. xv. N. Am J 
thankful for this? Grant me, O LoR p, the Victory ac- 
cording to thy Promiſe. 

By ſuch an Examination and Prayer theſe Promiſes may 
Boch. the. Heart, when no Gamen can ren the ſinking 
Body. 


Ejaculations to be ed by one, who 15 fick and dying Or © 


they may be put up in his Behalf by any of the Altend- 


ants * by changing me into him or her. 


May I be a Follower of them, who through Faith and 
Patience inherit the Promiſes. Heb. vi. 12. 

Gb be merciful to me a Sinner. 

Say unto my Soul, I am thy Salvation. 

Be with me through the Valley of the Shadow of Death. 

May God be gracious to me, and ſupport me. 

Gractouſly look upon my Afﬀtictions, F avourably with 
Mercy hear my Prayers. 

LoRD increaſe my Faith. 

Duſt thou art, and unto Duſt muſt thou return. 

Thy Will be done ; particularly zn me, and by me. 

Forſake me not, O Go D, now my Strength faileth me. 

LOoRp, I believe, help Thou mine Unbelief! 

When abſent from the: Body, may I be preſent with the 
LoRD.—2 Cor. v. 8. 
1 =_ me numbered with thy Saints i in Glory ever- 

aſting. 

Help thy Servant, whom Thou haſt redeemed with thy 
moſt precious Blood. | 

I believe Thou ſhalt come to be my Judge. 


O Lob in Thee have I truſted, let me never be con- 


founded. 

Lob, now letteſt thou thy Servant depart in Peace ac- 
cording to thy Word. 

Into thy Hands I commend my Spirit. Pſ. xxxi. 5: 
LOKD JzsUs receive ray! Spirit. Acts vii, 59- 


SECTION 
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SECTION VIII. 


Helps for converſing with ſuch of the Sick, as are 
fit to receive the Sacrament ;, and a Caution 
againlt giving it in Time of Sickneſs to thoſe, 


who are not in a fit State to receive it. 


ü Caution againſt giving the Sacrament to improper Perſons. 


E many who have led a careleſs, and perhaps a 
wicked Lite, will when they apprehend themſelves in 
Danger of dying, ſend for the Miniſter to give them the 


Sacrament, — This they conſider (ſtrange Infatuation) as a 
Paſſport on the Road to Heaven, which they expett will 
anſwer their Purpoſe at once.—But alas! they will not find 


that the Way of Salvation, preſcribed in the Goſpel, is fo 
caly as they abſurdly imagine it to be.—Miniſters thould be 
cautious: therefore o whom they adminiſter the Sacrament. 
Some make it a general Rule, not to give it to ſuch ſick 


Perſons,” as would not receive it in Health; unleſs they can 
bring them to a due Senſe of their Guilt, to an hearty Re- 
pentance of all that is paſt, with ſincere Reſolutions of - 
Amendment, ſhould they recover, and to a Determination 


to make every Kind of Reſtitution in their Power, if there 
be any, whom they may have injured :—PFor till ſtrong 


Proofs have been given, that they are brought to ſuch a a 


Diſpoſition, there is no Warrant in Seripture, nor by the 
Rubric, for adminiſtering the Sacrament to them; as the 


Rubric expreſsly injoins the Miniſter © T's examine whe- 


* ther the ſick Perſon has truly repented of his Sins; is in 


„Charity with all Mankind; forgives all, who have offended 


him, and has actually recompenſed, or ſolemnly promiſed 


* to recompenſe, as ſoon, and as far as in his Power, dhe 


„Parties to whom he has done any Injury or Wrong.” 


Till therefore you are fully ſatisfied of this, it is'your Duty 


to reprove ſuch Perſons, and to refuſe them the Sacrament: 
Let (as Biſhop Burnet has obſerved in his Paſtoral Care, 
F © Page 


? 


- g 
— * 
by by * . 


—U— — - ws — 2 ——d A Swat. 


[ 

; 

{ 

| 
| 
! 
: 
' 
i 


[ 108 J — 


Page 194.) the worſt of Men may be reproved in ſo ſoft a 


Manner, that, if they be not reclaimed, they ſhall not be 
irritated, or made worſe by it; which is but too often the 
Effect of an indiſcreet Reproof. By mild and prudent Re- 

roofs a Miniſter perhaps may ſave the Sinners Soul: He 
is at leaſt ſure not to endanger As own by a culpable Con- 
duct towards his People, and by a Proſtitution of ſo ſolemn 


and important an Ordinance, as the holy Sacrament moſt 
certainly is. 


Helps for youu ng with a real Chriſtian, who in his Sickneſs 
: 


zs deferous of receroing the Sacrament. 


' Your Defire is both commendable and reaſonable, be- 
cauſe it is your higheſt Privilege, a fundamental Duty of 


the Chriſtian Religion, and peculiarly proper for vou, Who 


by the Grace of Gop have been brought into that heavenly 
Diſpoſition, which you have manifeſted, particularly during 
your Sickneſs ;—becauſle it is GoD's Seal of Pardon to you, 
and to all, who receive it with Repentance and Faith ;— 
becaufe it will fortify you againſt the Fears of Death, by 


ſetting before you CHRIST crucified, who ſuffered on the 


Croſs for you, and thus diſarmed Death of its Sting ;—be- 
cauſe it aſſures you of your Reſurrection from the Dead, 
by making you a Member of CHRIST's Body ;*—becauſe 
if it be received (as it undoubtedly will) with true Devotion, 
the comfortable Aſſurances of God's Love in CHRIST, 
with which you here meet, will never leave you, 'till you 
ſee Gop, Face to Face, being preſented by our LORD 
* TesuUs CHRIST faultleſs, before the Preſence of his 


Glory. Jude 24. 


Helps for conv rfing with the fick on the valuable Purpeſes to 
be anſwered by the ſerious and frequent Remembrance of 
Chriſt at the ſacramental Table, 


Ie will confirm your Faith in him. 
It will promote your Humility and godly Sorrow. 
It will excite your Gratitude to ſuch a Saviour. 


* Sce the Promiſes of this. John vi. 54. 


* 09 ] 


It will increaſe your Love to CHRIST, and Hatred of. . 


Sin, for the Expiation of which he ſuffered Crucifixion. 
It will alſo promote your Obedience to his Commands, 


and your Imitation of his Example. 
It will ſupport you in Sickneſs, and amidſt all the Dif- 


ficulties and Sufferings of Lite. 


It will confirm your Faith in the divine Promiſes of Mer- 


cy to pardon, and Grace to help you. 
It will promote Love to all your Fellow Creatures. 
It will make you zealous for his Cauſe, and Intereſt in 


the World. | | | 
It will lead your Thoughts upwards to the World, where 


He is gone. | 
It will reconcile you to a dying Bed. 
It will confirm your Expettation of a glorious Reſurrec- 
tion, and everlaſting Felicity. | 
Theſe are ſome of the happy Conſequences of a ſerious 
and devout Attendance at the Sacrament, conſidered in the 


View of a Remembrance of CHRIST. 


Helps for converſing with the Sick on the Sacrament conſidered 


an ſeveral Views, as a comfortable and ſtrengthening 
| Ordinance. 


1. You ſhould conſider the Sacrament as a Memorial of 
CRIST's dying for you. How comfortable to remember 
your Deliverance from Satan, Sin, and Hell. 

2. You ſhould conſider it as an aſſuring Sign, not only as 
the Remembrance of your Redemption from Sin, and Re- 
conciliation to Gop, but as a Seal and Pledge of his Pardon 
and Favour.— Ho refreſhing ſuch an Aſſurance! 

3. You ſhould conſider it likewiſe as a Renewal of your 


Covenant with Gop, and a ſolemn Pleading before him of 


the Merits of CHRIST. Who, that is conſcious of his. 


many Breaches of this Covenant, and of his great Need of . 


the Merits of CHRIST can be indifferent about it! 
4. You ſhould farther conſider it in its happy Efeds,. as 
the Uſe of this Ordinance comforts and ſtrengthens the 


Soul, It is the proper Means of obtaining Comfort and 


Strength from GOD to ſupport and quicken. you in your 
| | | ſpiritual 
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Delight to partake of it. 


Helps for an. Examination in the Words of the Church Cate- 
chin, as to what 15 required of Communtcants before 


they approach the Lord's Table. 


1. Do you repent: truly of your former Sins, and ſfiedfaſily- 


Hur poſe to lead a new Life? BO Ys 
ECecaſe to do Evil: Learn to do well.” Ifai. i. 16. 
Except ye repent, ye ſhall all periſh.” Luke x11. g. ' 


Without ſincere Reſolutions of leading a new and holy 


Life your Repentance is imperfect, and will not avail. 


I Yau mult. pray daily for the Help of the Holy Spirit to 


enable you to keep theſe Reſolutions. 


g 2. Have you a lively Faith in God's Mercy through Chriſi ? 


that he is, and that he is a Rewarder of them, who dili- 
* gently ſeek him.” Heb. xi. 6. . | 


Ve believe in Go p, believe alfo in me,” ſays CHRIST. 


John xiv. 1. | 
It muſt be a /zvely Faith and active: It muſt work in you 


ſuch an Obedience to GoDp's Commands, as CHRIST has 


injoined in the Goſpel. > | 

. Faith is neceſſary to Salvation, becauſe the Hope of Sin- 
ners is entirely founded on the Mercy of Gob through 
CHRIST, who ſeal'd to us this Mercy by his Death. 

3. Have you a thankful Remembrance of Chriſt's Death ? 
Le are bought with a Price, therefore CGLORIFY GoD 
in your Body, and in your Spirit, which are God's.” 
1 Cor. vi. 20. EE ci SHE i | 

You muſt be thankful becauſe the Bleſſings promiſed in 
the Covenant of Grace are ſo valuable, ſo neceſſary, and ſo 


freely given. 


and Joy. 
I - 4. Are 


piritual Welfare. It ſhould therefore be your Deſire, and 


„Without Faith, ſays the Apoſtle, “it is impoſſible to 
* pleaſe GOD: For he, who cometh to Him, muſt believe 


You ſhould remember che Death of ChRIST, as the 
Means of procuring theſe Bleſſings, with great Gratitude 


: 
i 
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* 
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4: Are you in Charity with all Men ? 
© It Gop ſo loved us, we ought alſo to love one anos 


4 
PR 


-* ther,” 2. Jon ww. 2665, | 
Lou mutt be zn Charity with all Men; that is, dove alt 
Men; forgive thoſe who have offended you; aſk Forgive- 


neſs of thoſe, whom you have offended ; and make Reſtitu- 


tion to any you have wronged. If you Harbour Malice 


and Reſentment in your Heart, you are not in a fit State 
either to live or die. | : x 


The Sacrament 2s given to you on a Suppolition, hat 


your Faith, and Repentance are ſincere; and 1f this Condi- 


tion fail in you, the Action of giving il you, though by the 
moſt exemplary Mimſter, and in the mojt ſolemn Manner, wall 


never ſave you. 
Texts for Meditation before and after Sacrament. 
Before the Sacrament, 


When you intend to receive the Sacrament, endeavour 
to keep the Thoughts of your Duty, and the Bleſſings you 


deſire, alive on your Heart before you receive, by ME DI- 


TATING on the following, or the //e Texts. 

See Pf. li. 17.—Jer. iii. 12, 13.—Matzi vi. 24.—xxi. 37, 
39.—Gal. iii. 24.— Tit. ii. 14.—2 Tim. ii. 12,1 John 
Yo Se DE, 0 


* 


Aer the Sacrament. 


When you have received, you may meditate on the fol- 
lowing, or the /ke Texts. | 2 

See Mat. xi. 29.—Xxvi. 41.—Luke x1. 13.— John v. 14. 
—xiv. 27.—Xvi. 2g.— Rom. viii. 32.—2 Cor. v. 13.— 
2 Cor. vi. 16.—Heb. xii. 2. J 

For further Aſſiſtance on this important Duty of Medita- 
tion, ſee Dr. Orton's Sacramental Meditations, or devout 


Reflections on various Paſſages: of Scripture; deſigned to 


aſſiſt Chriſtians in their Attendance. on; the LoRD's Sup-. 
per; and their Improvement of it—Not only thoſe, who 
do attend, but thoſe, who have not yet attended the Sacra- 


ment, may find ſome Advantage from the Peruſal of theſe 
. Meditations, 
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Meditations ; and be induced to pay a more ſerlous Regard 
to their Duty in this Reſpect; and moreover thoſe prous 
— ex wh who are neceſlarily confined from it, may be 
. aſſiſted and refreſhed by them. Price Three Shillings, ſold 
8 by Buckland and Longman, in Pater-noſter Row, and to 
| be had on a ſhort Notice of the Bookſellers in the Country. 


Helps for converſing on the Defign of the Sacrament, and 


Preparation for receiving it. 


4 As you deſire to receive the Sacrament, I would beg you 
ſeriouſly to conſider what follows. | 

The Performance of this Action can be of no Service to 
you unleſs it be attended with a lively Fazth in Chriſt, un- 


teigned Repentance for all your Sins; and ſincere Put poſes 


of better Obedience. | 
The Deſign of tuis Ordinance. 


On theſe Principles you are to regard it, as. 
| of what? CHRIST's Suffering 
in Charatter, 
in Body, | 
| in Soul, for your Sake. 
of what ä urchaſed, 
|  - Pardon ol Sins, 
As a Seal Gift of the Holy Spirit, 
eternal Life. 


A Remembrance 


Body, 

Children of one Father, 
Redeemed by one Saviour 
Hears of one and the ſame 

Glory. | | 


The Preparation for this Ordinance. 


As a Badge 


| CruRisrT? 
As a Remembrance 


affectionately for the future ? 


-of what? Being Members of one 


Are you grieved. for having forgot 


Are you determined to recollett and | 
remember Him more conſtantly and 
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As a Badge 


r 
Do you know what are the Bleſſings 
to be ſealed to you? | 
Are you ſenſible of your Want of 
them ? | " 
Do you hunger and thirſt after them? 
Mat. v. 6. | 
Do you love all ſincere Chriſtians, of 
every Rank and Party, becaule they 
are dear to CHRIST, and redeemed 
by his Love ? | 
Are you willing to forgive all, who 
have offended or injured you, be- 
cauſe GoD for CHRIsST's Sake is 
| ready to forgive you ? | 
< If any Remainder of Reſentment, III- 
will, or Envy, continue in your 
Breaſt, are theſe your Burthen and 
Miſery, what you lament, ſtrive 
againſt, and from which you long 
to be delivered ?—For it is by this 
| Badge, (or Love to one another) 
| | * that all Men ſhall know, that ye 
| 1 LL © are my Diſciples.“ John xiii. 35. 
Exanune yourſelf by theſe — as in the Preſence 
of Gop, and when you can anſwer them in the Afirmattve, 


As a Seal 


your Heart, (treacherous as it is) will not I hope deceive 


you, — Vou will then be properly prepared for this Ordi- 
nance.— For ſuch as you CHRIST purchaſed all theſe Bleſ- 


| ſings :;—To ſuch as you the Goſpel promiſes them; And 
to you they will be confirmed and ſealed in this Ordinance. 


Ilelps for converſing with the ſich, or others, in Regard to a 


ſuitable Behaviour after having received the Sacrament. 


It is as much your Duty to be altogether as careful to 
improve the Sacrament after you have received, as to pre- 
pare yourſelf for it before you receive. You cannot urge this 
on yourſelf too earneſtly, or on others too affettionately. 

For Want of this Care afterwards the Sacrament is, alas! 
to too many, as an haſty Daſh from a Summer Cloud, 


' which 1s dried up almoſt as ſoon as it falls; Whereas by this 


continued, 


# 
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eontinued, this renewed Improvement that holy Ordinance 


may prove, like a copious Stream, running on with a ſteady 
and perſevering Flow, to retreſh your Heart, and to make 
the Whole of your Converſation fruitful in every Word, 
Work, and Temper.  _ 
Obſerve therefore not only at the Cloſe of the Solemnity, 
but on every Day of every Week after your having been a 
Partaker of this holy Communion, the following Directions. 
1. Accuſtom yourſelf io frequent Ejaculations, and to 
Meditation on the Obedience, Sorrows, and Death of the 
bleſſed JesUsS; and by no Means ſuffer the Remembrance 
of a dying Saviour, his boundleſs Love, public Shame, and 
exquiſite Agonies, to depart from your Mind. 

2. Often comfort yourſelf with a Review of the Bleflings 
which GoD has (as it were) ſigned and ſealed for your En- 
joyment. Endeavour to ſtrengthen your Faith. by this Ex- 
pedient. Uſe it as a Cordial to revive that moſt important 
Grace in its languiſhing Moments, and ſay with the Pſal- 


miſt, Why art thon fo diſquieted, O my Soul?” Why 
are thy Truit and Hope ſo feeble ? Theſe Bleffings were 
confirmed in the moſt ſolemn Manner. Gop has ſet his 
own Seal to your Title; and © He is not a Man, that He 


* ſhould he, nor the Son of Man that he ſhould repent.” _ 


g. Daily regard your Fellow-creatures under the amiable 


Character of Members of CHRIST, Children of one Fa- 


ther, redeemed by one Saviour, and Heirs of one and the 


ſame eternal Glory. + 


This will be an excellent Method of ſuppreſſing every 


httle Animoſity, of enlarging your Heart and warming it 
with univerſal and brotherly Love. = 


lt may be here aſked perhaps how can we love ſuch, 


as are notoriouſly bad, and uſe us very ill? I anſwer We 
cannot but reſent ſuch Uſage; and Gop has planted in us 


Reſentment as one neceſſary Means of preſerving ourſelves 
from farther Injuries, * We may be angry, and yet fin 


„not.“ Epheſ. iv. 26. 


We ſhould conſider ſuch an one as diſeaſed in his Mind, 
and as an Object rather of our Compaſſion than of our 


Hatred, and ſhew him the ſame Compaſſion as we ſhould 
if he had broken a Limb, or was wounded in his Body.— 


We ſhould moreover pray to Go to heal his 3 | 


iſeaſe, 


Mankind, and conſequently to our 


[2s J 


Diſeaſe to reſcue him from the. Bondage of Satan, and to 


ſubdue in him the Dominion of Su. We ſhould beg of 


Gp to diſpoſe us to a reconcileable, forgiving Temper to 
all Men, as thts may qualify us for his forgiving Grace 


But if it ſhould be further objected by the injured, that 


they have received very gredt Provocations from fuch or 


ſuch a Perſon, that they cannot love him, and are not zu 
Charity with him, and therefore are not in a fit State to re- 


ceive the Sacrament, I hope to remove this Objettion by 


remarking, that there are #0 Sorts of Love. | 
One is a Love of Friend ſiip, which diſpoſes us to defere, 
and delzght in the Converſation of others. | 
Ine other is a Love of Benevolence, which prompts us to 
deſire the Good of others, and we ſhould endeavour on all 
proper Occaſions to promote the Good even for our 


Eren, | = 

The Love of Friendſſnp, is not due to all Men, for we 
are to be wile as Serpents, and not to treat our Enemies as 
our Friends: This-would be Folly.  _ - 

But the Love of Benevolence (or Good-will) which prompts 
us to defire the Welfare of all Men, and to endeavour to 
contribute to it when we can, obliges us to be juſt to all 
znemies. You muſt be 
Faithful in all your Promiſes to them, and jaſt in all your 
Dealings with them; nor muſt you pretend to have the 
Freedom to falſify and tell Lies, or to raiſe falſe or flander- 
ous Stories even of your Enemy, Thus by a Love of Be- 
nevolence, you are obliged to be in Charity with a Men. 
Diſtinguiſh {us between theſe tuo Sorts of Love; and all 
your Ohjectiohs againſt receiving the Sacrament on Account 


of your Dillike to thoſe, who: uſe: you ill, will at once be 
removed. | | | 
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ECTION IK. 


Helps for Converſation with one lately recovered 
„ from Sickneſs. | 


Helps for converſing with one on a Recovery from Sickneſs as 
| owing to the Providence of God. | 


VO cannot but be ſenſible, that all the various Events 
of this lower World are under the Direction, and 
Controul of Gop. | | 
There is Nothing certain here below ; and conſequently 
you muſt live in a daily Dependence on the Providence of 
GOD, and be prepared for every Event. ; 
By Him your Body was made and preſerved: The D:- 


orders of it likewiſe are to be aſcribed to Him: Sometimes 


they are the immediate Operation of his Hand, and for 
wiſe Purpoſes. Sometimes (ans more generally) we bring 
Diſeaſes on „ by Folly, Sloth, Intemperance, or 
other Vices. Theſe however are to be traced up to an over- 
ruling Providence, as they are the Conſequences of that ne- 
ceſſary Connection, which GoD has eſtabliſhed between 


Vice, and Miſery. But from whatever Cauſes Diſeaſes pro- 
ceed, when they are removed, it is the Lok b's Doing. 


The Hand of God is to be acknowledged in diretting 
you to proper Means ;* and He lefjes theſe Means. | 

To be the only infallible Phyſician is what Gop claims 
as his Prerogative, who ſuperintends all Means ; and works 
with or without them, as — good in his Sight. 


The wiſeſt and beſt of Men have aſcribed ſuch Events to 


OD. | 
This ſhews the Reaſonableneſs of St. James's Advice, 
* Is any afflicted, let him pray.“ —If we pray daily and 
earneſtly to GoD, and carefully obſerve the wiſe Diſpo- 
ſals of his Providence, we ſhall find a great Support _—_ 

© 


* Fee Ecclus. xxxviii. 4. f See Deut. xxxIi. 39. 


[117 ] 


the Afflictions of Life; and ſhall rejoice with Trembling in | 


our greateſt Proſperity. 


Helps for converſing with one on a Recovery from Sickneſs, as 


owing to the Mercy of God, 


The Recovery of good Men here, is a Mercy to them ; 
and the Recovery of the wicked (as they would have no 
well-grounded Hope of Happineſs hereafter) is undoubted- 
ly the ſame. | 

This Recovery gives good Men an Opportunity of mak- 
ing further Improvements in Holineſs ; and the Remem- 
brance of ſuch a Mercy received ought to excite them to it. 

It ſhould diſpole you to Gratitude and Praiſe, and create 
in you, (as it has a Tendency to do) the Love of Prayer, fo 


as to abound in the Exerciſes of it; and tio make you more 


diligent, conſtant, and ſerious in your Attendance on pub- 
hc Ordinances  _ 

You have Time to perform further Services for God ; 
and it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that you will be animated 

to it, ſhaking off your former Sloth. —You have further 
Opportunities of ſerving your Generation ; eſpecially your 
Family ; and perhaps of providing comfortably for their 
_ preſent Subſiſtence, and future Eſtabliſhment.—You are 
ſpared, that you might do more to ſupport Religion, and 
advance the Cauſe of CHRIST in your Family, and Neigh- 
bourhood. _ | | 

You are made, I hope, by this Recovery more humble, 
tender, and compaſſionate to others, | 

The Remembrance of Pain and Sickneſs, ſhould induce 
you to pity the Infirmities, and reheve the Neceſſities of 
the Poor. | 

You ſhould be quickened to every good Word and Work, 
by conſidering the Uncertainties of Lite and Health. 


From theſe Uncertainties likewiſe you have Mementos 


to be always prepared for the Attack of that Sickneſs and 
Death, from which there will be no Deliverance.—Thus 


your growing Fitneſs for Heaven may ve promoted. | 
Theſe are the Ends, which Gop has in afflicting, and 


recovering his Servants.—You, who are recovered ſhould 


be. ſenſible of the divine Goodneſs; acknowledge, _— 
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and iightly improve it; eſpecially you ſhould let the, Mercy 
of Go 3 in recovering you from Sickneſs be improved in 


the Manner 1 vave juſt mentioned, by greater Zeal and 

Activity in his Service, and by more reſolute, cheerful, un- 

wearied Atteinpts to do Good to others. | 
GO has by this Mercy ſtrengthened his Title to your 


renewed Life, and rendered it on many Accounts more than 


ever his own :—To him therefore let it be devoted. 

Humble Caution, Watchtulnels and» Prayer are highly 
neceſſary to make a proper Improvement of Gop's Good- 
neſs in ſparing, and preſerving you; and if this be your 
Diſpoſition, the Sickneſs, which, through divine Mercy, has 
not been unto Death, will be to the Glory of Gob. 


Helps for a fhort Converſation with one juſt recovered from 
Schneſs. : 


You are now recovered from your late alarming Sick- 
neſs. - Some ſerious Converiation with you may therefore 
e neceſſary. The beſt Advice I can give you is to remind 
yourſelf of the Freachery of your Heart; how prone Men 


are to forget their Promiſes and Reſolutions made in Time 


of Sicknels, and in the near Views of Death. Remind your- 
felf farther how ſoon you may be in the ſame Circumſtances 
again; how certain Death is, and how awful the Conle- 
quences of 1 !—Urge on yourſelf conſtant Waichtilneſs 
and Prayer, and the faithful Diſcharge of thoſe Duties, 
which you may have.negletted :—eſpecially an Attendance 
on the LoRD's Supper. | 

I would moreover recommend to you an attentive Con- 


| ſideration of what Dr. Gibſon (late Biſhop of London) has 


„* 


ſaid in his Serious Adoice to Perſons who have been ſick, 


Price one Penny. 


| Helps fon a fuller Converſation with the ſame. 5 


You are now recovered, through the Mercy of Gon, 
from a dangerous Diſtemper. You had “ received within 
yourſelf the Sentence of Death,” but Gop has raiſed: you, 
as from the Dead, and cauſed the Light of Life again to 
mine upon you, and brought you {as it were) a-new into 

3 : | „ 
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the Land of the living. What. now becomes you, to do on 
ſuch an Occaſion ? .. You ſhould moſt thankfully acknow- 
ledge this, at the Throne of Grace; and endeavour to affect 
your Mind with a clear and lively Senſe of the Concern, 
which GoD has in the Affairs of your Sickneſs or Health, 
of your Lite or Death, and. that Diſtempers ' come upon 
you, or leave you only- by his Permiſſion and Command. 
He checks their Power and ſays Hithertu—and no farther. 
You ſee therefore Nothing comes by Chance; but, by the 
all-wife Permiſſion and Power of GOD alone. +» | 

Now an all-wiſe and good GOD would never have ſent 
this Afﬀiittion on you, had it not been for ſome gracious 
and kind Deſign, intending your Good. —* He never af- 
* flicts willingly ;”” but when it is needful. And when the 
bleſſed Father of our Spirits lays any Correction on us, it 
is not“ for his own Pleaſure, but only for our Profit, that 
* we may be made Partakers of his Holineſs.“ Aſk your- 
ſelt what might probably be the wile and kind Deſign of 


_ Gop's Providence in your late Viſitation by Sickneſs ! 


1. Was it for the Trial of your Virtues, to prove your 
Faith in Gop, your Hope in CHRIST, your Patience, 
and Chriſtian Fortitude, your Deadneſs to the preſent 
World, and your Victory over Death.?—Was it to give 


you an Opportunity of exerciſing and ſhewing forth theſe 
. worthy Diſpoſitions, and this right Temper of Soul, by 


which God is glorified and your Chriſtian Profeſſion ho- 
noured ? If this were the Deſign of Heaven, how 1s it an- 
{wered in you? How.did you behave? meek and reſigned, 
or fretful and impatient? Did you cling to this preſent 
World, or did this. Sickneſs find you in ſome Meaſure dead 
to the Things of this mortal State ?—and was you willing to 
quit - this preſent World, that, being © abſent from theſe 
Things, you might be preſent with the LORD?“ 
S 9, This Sickneſs perhaps was. ſent to awaken you from 
ſome dangerous and ſinful Security, into which you had 
fallen; — to rouſe you to a due Concern about the State of 
your Soul; — to make you turn your Eyes inward, and ſe- 
riouſly to inquire on what Terms you ſtand with Regard to 
Go p, to CHRIST, and the future World. | 

g. Was it ſent as a Chaſtiſement for. ſome Sin? To - 
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moniſh and correct you for ſome particular Miſcondutt 
with which you ſtand chargeable before Heaven? 

Another Thing which is neceſſary for you to do is care- 
fully to call to Mind, and always endeavour to perſevere in 
the ſame ſerious and right Senſe of Things, which you had 
on your ſick Bed. | 4 

In what a Light did you then fee the Grandeur and 
Riches of this World, which are wont ſo deeply to engroſs 
Men's Attention and Zeal? And which perhaps in Time 
paſt too much dazzled your weak Eyes, and captivated your 
toolſh Heart? What vain and empty Things did they all 
then appear? You then clearly ſaw the Wiſdom of Reh- 
gion, the ineſtimable Value of Piety and Virtue; of a Life 
ſpent in the Fear of GoD ; of a Conſcience bearing Wit 
neſs to your Sincerity, and purged by Faith in the Blood of 
CHRIsT from all Guilt. 


Having been thus graciouſly redeemed from the Power of 


the Grave (perhaps from the Horrors of eternal Darkneſs 
and Death) it now alſo behoves you, with the deepeſt and 
moſt grateful reſignation to aſk yourſelf, What ſhall I 
render to my Almghty Deliterer?“ This great Favour 
on Gop's Part ſurely demands ſome anſwerable Return on 
vour's. What Tribute can you render on this Occaſion 
which he will be pleaſed to accept? You ſhould make 
your moſt thankful Acknowledgments for his Mercy, 
principally. 7 | | | 
1. By rendering your moſt hearty Praiſes and Thankſ- 


givings to GoD : acknowledging this great Bleſſing to have 


come to you. from his Hand; and by adoring CHRIST 
13 the kind Interceſſor, who looked upon you from 

eaven with a pitying Eye; who pleaded your Cauſe be- 
fore the eternal Throne; and procured for you a Reprieve 
from the Sentence of Death. Your Soul therefore ſhould 
- * magnify the LORD, and your Spirit rejoice in Go p your 
„Saviour.“ * 

2. By giving on this Occaſion (according to your Ahi- 
lity) ſome extraordinary Alms to the poor. Your Alms, 
like thoſe of Cornelius, ſhould come up together with your 
Praiſes before GoD. You cannot expect that any Sacri- 
fice of your Lips, any Praiſes, or Acknowledgments, which 
you make with your Tongue, will be regarded by Gop, if 
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not accompanied with a ſincere Compaſſion to your Bre- 
thren in Diſtreſs. Your Goodneſs, or Benevolence, can- 
not extend to Him; but it may to his Children and Servants 
on Earth; many of whom you ſee under great Sufferings, 


and in Want. Now theſe He has appointed to be his De- 


puties, (or Repreſentatives) to receive your Thank-offering, 
and Benevolence in his Stead; and CHRIST has expreſsly 
aſſured us, that whatever Kindneſs we ſhew to tem He 
will accept as if done to Himſelf. a 
3. By a Surrender of e to GOD. — ou will now I 
unfeigned Surrender of your 
Body and Soul into his Hands; and lay yourſelf under the 
moſt inviolable and ſacred Obligations to be henceforwards 


the Lord's. To his Mercy you owe it, that you are not 


now numbered among the dead. The Life therefore which 
he has ſo graciouſly redeemed from Deſtruction, you will 
in the moſt ſolemn Manner poſſible (eſpecially at the ſacra- 
mental Table) conſecrate and devote to his Service, and 
Fear.—Y ou are under infinite Obligations to live unto GOD? 
You cannot but acknowledge, that you are not your own: 
You are moſt truly and juſtly CHRIST's, bought with his 
Blood, and redeemed by his Interceſſion from the deſerved 
Sentence of Death. . 
Though of yourſelf you cannot maintain theſe religious 
Reſolutions, but would foon fall before Temptations, if left 
to your own Strength; yet, through CHRIST itrengthen- 
ing you, you can do a Things. It is of infinite Concern 
to you then, that you offer up your conſtant and earneſt 
Prayers to Heaven. If you continue inſtant in this Duty, 
and aſk Help from Gop, He has aſſured you, that you 
ſhall receive it: But if you fall into a Neglect, or Diſuſe 
of datly Prayer, you ſhall certainly ſoon fall by returning 
Temptations, turn back into a worldly and ſenſual Courſe 
of Life, and forget the folemn Vows and Purpoſes you have 
lately made. | 

Reinember, that, though you are now raiſed from a ſick 
Bed, you muſt very ſoon he down upon it again; lie down 
to riſe no more till the Reſurrection of the dead. 


6 Helps 
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Helps for converſing with the Relations of one, who has lately 


been recovered from Sickneſs. 


1. As it has pleaſed Gp to recover your ſick and dying 
Relation [ be it Huſband or Wife, Brother or Siſter] it is a 
great Mercy to you, and by this He has honoured your ear- 
neſt Interceſſion for him, | or Her. 

2, It is a Mercy to you, as by this you may reap farther 
Pleaſure and Benefit by your deſirable Intercourſes with 
him, and by his friendly Offices for you. - 

3. When ſuch an one is reſtored to us we are“ to receive 
him with all Gladneſs in the Lonp.” (Phil. ii. 29.) that 
is, temper our Joy with Devotion, and receive him as the 
Gift of Gop. LS 

4. Should you find that he is improved by this Viſitation 


of Sickneſs in his chriſtian Courſe, it would ſweeten the _ 


Mercy, and increaſe your Gratitude. + | 

5. You ſhould frequently recollect ſuch an Interpoſition 
of Providence with Thankfulneſs. | 

6. Such a Recollection of his Goodneſs may promote 
your own ſpiritual Health and Welfare. 

7. You may frequently and uſefully reflect, that if it be 
ſuch a Mercy to be recovered from Sickneſs and Death, 
what a Mercy it is to be recovered from Sin and everlaſt- 
ing Condemnation ; to have our Tranſgreſſions pardoned, 
and the Vices of the Mind healed by the influential and 
ſanctifying Grace of Gop to be intereſted in CHRIST 

ESUS ;—reſtored to a new and a divine Life; and diſpoſed 
to the faithful Service of Gop. How thankiul ſhould they 
be, who are recovered from Ignorance and Vice; whole 
* Souls proſper and are in health;” who are healed by 
CRIST's Stripes; and reſtored to the Joy of his Salvation. 
How thankful ſhould they be, whoſe deareſt Relations, in 
the Bonds of Nature and Friendſhip, are recovered from 
the Paths of Sin, have had their Backſhdings healed, and 
are walking in the Truth.” This, as the greateſt Bleſ- 
ſing of all, we ſhould deſire for ourſelves and for others, 
(eſpecially thoſe, for whom we are ſincerely concerned) 
that above all our Souls may be healthy and flouriſhing ; 
that we may die to Sin, and live to Righteouſneſs : * 
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1 |. 
this be the Situation of our Minds, we may well ſay, The 
Lok p hath done great Things for us, whereot we are 
„glad.“ (Pf. cxxvi. g.) Is it not our Duty then to ſhew 
our Gratitude for our near Eſcapes from temporal, and 
more eſpecially from eternal Death“ by ſerving the LORD 
« without Fear in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs before Him 
all the Days of our Lives, Luke i. 75. Then we ſhall 
be preparing for that happy State, and at Length received 
into it, where Gop (Rev. xx1. 4.) ſhall © wipe away all 
© Tears from our Eyes; and where there ſhall be no more 


Death, neither Sorrow, nor Crying; neither ſhall there be 


any more Pain; for the former Things are paſſed away.” 


A Thankſgiving after Recovery from Sickneſs, being a 
| fo: of the Hundred and Sixteent r 


13 rayed earneſtly in my late dangerous Sickneſs ; and 1 
am well pleaſed that the Lord hath heard the Voice of my 
Prayer. | 


2. 1 could ſearcely ſpeak I was ſo faint, but am very thank= 


ful, that he hath inclined his Ear unto me, heard my inward 
and ſecret Groans, and delivered me as I defired, therefore 


will I /earn by this Att of his Goodneſs to call upon him as 


long as I hve. | | 

3. [ ſee that is the Way to get Relief, for the Snares of 
Death lie a Net, compaſſed me round about, ſo that there 
ſeemed no Way oben to eſcape, and ihe Pains, the moſt ter;ible 
Agomes, like thoſæ gt Hell volently gat hold upon me. 

J. And when I Wound this outward Trouble of Body, and 
?nward Heavineſs of Mind ſcize on me, and I called. upon 
the Name of the LoRD, I prayed ſaying, O LoRD, I be- 
ſeech Thee free me from mv hodily Pain, if thou ſeeſt fit, and, 


however {that may | deliver my. Soul; Not only pare my 


Liſe, but deliver me from Sin, and from eternal Pains, what= 

ever JI endure here, | | 
5. And he was fleaſed to hear me an unworthy Sinner, 
therefore I here openly declare? gracious is the LORD, and un- 
willing lo affh us if our Sins did not brovoke im to it, and 
righteous, yea our Go is merciful, exce-drngly. merciful, 
He was righteous in layig this Punſhment upon me, and 
merceful in ſupporting me under it, and at Length in removing 
2 {rom me. — 6 
G 2 , 6. 1 
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6. I myſelf am a Witneſs and an Inſtance that the LORD 
preſerveth the ſimple, the meaneſt of his Servants : for I was 
in Miſery, who had no Worth in me to deſerve us Favour, 
and yet he helped me. Oe, | 
7. Wherefore deſpair no more: Turn again then out of the 
Path of Deſparr unto thy former Reſt and Satigfaclion, in 
GoD's Mercy through CHRIST, O my Soul, for the LORD 
hath rewarded Thee zel/ for truſting im Hum, having done 
{hee Good, and delivered Thee, who neithier a1dſt deſerve, nor 
can ſt requite this Favour. 
8. And why ſhould I ever diſtruſt Thee again? Thou haſt [ 


delivered my Soul from ternal and my Body from temporal 


N W 
— 


| | 
i Death; and by removing my Fears and my Puins, hafi jreed 4 
1 mine Eyes from Tears, thoſe which my Angurſh and Fear ca- 3 
[i torted from me, and kept my Feet from falling znto the Pit of ? 
f Deſhatr or the Snares of the Devil, reſtoring to me both my ; 
3 1 

4 


| Life and my Hope. 
8 And ſince he has given me a new Life J will ſpend it ho- 
. lily, and always walk, as 2t were, before the LORD, who | 

Þ "© fees all my Ways, and knows all my Actions, and in this Courſe 
9 will I herſiſt while I am in the Land of the living, among 
whom by his Mercy 1 now am, who was lately more likely to 
have been numbered among the Dead. # 

10. I believed always, that He was able to help me, and N 
therefore will I ſpeak hrs Prazrſe, declare his Power, and own 
myſelf hs Servant, but I was ſore troubled in my Extrematy, 
for Tear he ſhould not be willing to deliver me: And when all | 
about me gave me Hopes, I ſpoke raſhly and I ſaid in my 4 
Haſte, being impatient of longer Sufferings, that all Men, 1 
' even thoſe who aſſured me GOD would help me, are Liars, | 
. and do but decerve me, as 1 feared they had done : So low was 
| then my Faith. | | 

Þ# 11. But now He has exceeded my Hopes, and fully confuted £ 
my Unbelief, what Reward ſhall I give unto the LO RD for » 
my Eaſe, Life, Health, and for all the Benefits that He hath 15 
done unto me, and the Comforts to which He has reſtored me. 5 
12. I cannot requite Him, but I would do what I can. As 1 
the Fews had their Cup of Thankſgiong upon all great Deli- 
verances, ſo I will on the fit Opportunity go to the ſacramen- 
tal Table, and receive the Cup of Salvation, a Salvation 
purchaſed by the Blood of CHRIST. And not only at the 


Sacrament, 


- 28 


Sacrament, but on all other Occaſions will J, call on the Name 


a | of the LoRD for Help, having found ſuch Benefits by my 
: | Prayers un this my late Extremity, and I will beſeech Hi n for 

/ CHRIST Sake to continue his Mercies to me, and grant me 
; | his farther Afiflance. == | 
1 13. Moreover, fince I owe my Life to his Mercy, and re- 
ſolved, tf he ſpared it, to devote it to his S ru ce; I will (by 
; my Praijes, Prayers, and Endeauours after Holineſs pay my 
p Vos made in ny Danger and Diſtreſs now, and am come 

„ H{itherin the Preſence of all his People, in the Courts of the 

t [ Lord's Houle, even in the Midſt of Thee, O Jeruſalem, to _ 
/ Des has Name, and to cauſe others to join with me. IWhere- 
/ ne oh! let us all praiſe the LORD | | 
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THECTION XK 


Helps for Converſations with a profligate Sinner, 
or a condemned Malefattor. | 


Remarks on the Humanity and Neceſſity of a Minifler's Al- 


 tendance on profligate Sinners, or on the condemned. 


OMMISERATION for Malefactors under Sentence 

of Death will naturally engage a /er:0us Miniſter, whe- 

ther he attends by Appointment, or by his own Choice, to 
exhort, and pray with them and for them: And any one fo 


employed, who has a juſt Senſe of the Worth of immortal 


Souls, and is ſincerely deſirous of ſerving their important 
Intereſts in ſo dangerous and critical a Seaſon, would be 
glad to receive any Hints of what had been ſuggeſted on the 
like Occaſions, which might enforce his own Exhortations, 
This therefore induced me to abridge the following Narra- 
tive given of Mr, James Maclaine. I moreover appre- 


hended, that the Converſations of the worthy Miniſter, who 


attended Him (if what is peculiar to the condemned were 


excepted) might be uſeful to others, whoſe vicious Hardneſs 


of Heart, or penitent Concern for Salvation, render ſuch 


alarming or comforting Admonitions neceſſary. Thele 


Converſations likewiſe might be uſeful to thoſe, (whether in 
Sickneſs or Health) who have not ſufficiently, if at all, 
> "na their latter End, and the Repentance preparatory 
tO It. EE | 

But perhaps ſome may be ready to objett, © that the Talk- 
ing of the Mercies of GoD and the Hope of Salvation to 


* ſuch Wretches as theſe, is the Way to encourage others 


of the like depraved Diſpoſitions to follow them in the 
* ſame vicious Courſes.” For they will argue, If GOD 
* be ſo gracious as to forgive ſuch enormous Guilt in the 


* laſt Extremity, why may not we tread in their Steps, and 


** take our Fill of Sin? If we eſcape the Juſtice of the Law, 
wit is well: If we ſuffer its utmoſt, we can repent even 
at the very Gallows, and be happy in another World.” 
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I anfwer. To iner, that we may ſin, becauſe Grace 
abounds, is ſuch an unnatural ſhocking Perverſion of all 
juſt Reaſoning, and ſo groſs an Abuſe of the divine Good- 
neſs, that it can ſcarcely be ſuppoſed to take Place in any 
Heart but where all the Powers of diabolical Darkneſs and 
Corruption are entirely predominant. And ſuch Tranſ- 


greſſors OUGHT to be told, that they have no juſt Ideas of 


Repentance ; for they will find it much more difficult than 


they imagined it to be; and, that by ſo horrid a Perverſion 
ok the Deſign of GoD in the Proclamation of his Mercy, 


they actually exclude themſelves from all rational Hope of 
that Grace; and ought to expect Nothing leſs than to be 
given up to the Hardneſs of their Hearts, as a juſt Judg- 
ment of GoD upon them. | 

Beſides, what is the natural Language of this Objection? 
Let theſe wretched guilty Immortals alone to periſh in 
their Sins, and be miſerable for ever: Let them go down 
quickly to the Hell they have ſo juſtly deferved.” 

And can any one find in his Heart to utter ſuch Lan- 
guage as this to a Fellow-Creature ? Forbid it Chriſtianity ! 
Forbid it Humanity! 


Many of theſe unhappy People perhaps fell at firſt thro? 


Weakneſs and Inadvertency ;—from the Want of better 


Knowledge ;—or from the Power of ſome ſtrong Tempta- 


tion ;—and may be now lamenting their Fall, in the Bitter- 


neſs of their Souls, and ſecretly exclaiming, * What ſhall 


* I do to be ſaved?” | | I 
And ſhall we withhold the glad Tidings of Salvation from 


them? Gov forbid. On the other Hand ſhall we neglect 


to enforce the awful Declarations of divine Juſtice on the 
more hardened and impenitent? Certainly not. For even 
the worſt of them have ſome Remains of natural Conſcience, 
which it may pleaſe GoD ſo to awaken by ſuch a Repre- 
ſentation of his Mercies and Terrors as to lead them to a true 
Repentance. Theſe Conſiderations I truſt will juſtify any 


one, in attempting to bring condemned Malefattors to a 


Senſe of their Guilt ; [See Page 94] and to point out ſome 
Hope of Salvation through JESUS CHRIST. | | 


= Dr. 
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Dr. Allen's Converſations with Mr. James Maclaine, who was 
executed at Tyburn, on October 3, 1750, for diders Rob- 
beries on the Highway.* = 


I found him under inexpreſſible Agonies of Mind and 
Conſcience. I told Him I came at his Requeſt as a Chriſ- 


tian Miniſter to teſtify to Him Repentance towards Gop, 
and Faith towards our LORD IESUS CHRIST, and that 
He muſt allow me to deal plainly with Him, and I hoped 
He would be open and ingenuous in all He ſaid to Me; 
which He ſolemnly, and as a dying Man, aſſured me He 
would be. . | N 

I obſerved to Him, that as by common Report He had 
aſſociated with licentious young People of Figure and For- 
tune, and 1t was too well Known ſuch affetted to diibelieve 
and deſpiſe all the Principles of natural and revealed Reli- 
gion, I deſired to know of Him whether He had not fallen 
into the faſhionable Way of thinking and talking on theſe 


Subjects; eſpecially as He was conſcious, that his Life was 


ſpent in ſuch a Manner as to nave the greateſt Ocga ſion for 
theſe Kind of Stupifiers.— He anſwered, that the Truths 
of Religion were deeply rooted in his Mind, even when he 
was purſuing the molt flagitious Courſes ;—that ſince he 
had robbed on the Highway, he never had enjoyed a calm 
and ealy Minute.—He acknowledged the Crime for which 

he was condemned, | | 
As he acknowledged the Crime for which He ſuffered, 
the +: upp of his Sentence, and the great Wickedneſs of 
his Life I thought my firſt Endeavour was to bring him to 
| 2 


* The Account here given of him is extracted from the third Edition 
of Dr. Allen's Narrative of his Behavicur after Condemnation {fold by 
Cadell in the Strand) well worth a ſerious Perufal ;—c{pecially as it con- 


tains an excellent Letter from his Brother Dr. Archibald Maclaine, Mi- 


niſter of the Engliſh Church at the Hague, ſent after his Condeninations 
It was the ſame Dr. Maclaine, who in the Year 1778, publiſhed a Series 
of Letters, which were much eſteemed, addrefied to Soame Jennyns. 
Eſq; on Occaſion of his Review of the internal Evidence of Chriſtianity: 
He likewiſe tranſlated into Engliſh from Ithe Latin, in five Vols. 8vo. 
Moſheim's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, to which he added Chronolgical Ta- 
bles —His Father was a very pious Miniſter in Ireland; but did not live 
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to ſee his Son's ignominious E:d, 
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1 
a true penitential Senſe and Confeſſion of his Sins. — In 
Order to do this, I obſerved to him, that it was very com- 


mon for Perſons under Condemnation to ſhew a great De- 


gree of Sorrow, but that not much Streſs was to be laid on 
this, as it had been often found when ſuch Perſons eſcaped, 


that they returned to their former Courſes ; —that it was ne- 


ceſſary for him to examine his Heart, and take Care he did 
not deceive himſelf; that true Repentance did not ariſe 
from a Senſe of legal Puniſhment ; but from a living Senſe 
of the Malignity of his Sins, as offenſive to a pure and holy 
(OD ; as Breaches of his ſacred Law; as Violations of his 
own Conſcience; as Injuries to his Soul; and as contrary to 
Juſtice and Benevolence; in which Ties Society was held 
together; and without which there would be no living with 
Saieiy and Comfort in the World. 

Oh, replied He, I feel the Weight of my Crimes lying 
on my Conſcience in the Views in which you have repre- 
lented them. It is not Death I fear—But oh, ſaid he, I 
dread to appear in the awful Preſence of God! How can 
ſuch a Wretch, as I have been, hope for Mercy ! 

I told him his Fears and Apprehenſions were juſt ;—that 
it was no Wonder that Reflections on a Life ſpent, as his: 
had been, ſhould be very tormenting and a and that 
in the Views of Eternity © his Fleſh tould tremble for Fear 
of GoD; and that he ſhould be afraid of his Judgments ;” 
—that in theſe Humihations, the Religion of all Sinners, 
eſpecially of ſuch as himſelf, muſt begin; and I intreated 
him to think of this well.—It you cAN be fincerely peni- 


tent, you MAY, through the Rlerits and Interceſſion of our. 


Lorp JESUS CHRIST, be forgiven :—But, for Gop's 
Sake, don't deceive yourſelf.—It is impoſſible for ME to 
know your Heart; and the Circumſtances, in which you 
10w are, make it difficult for YOU YQURSELZF to know 


it, Search it therefore to the Bottom: and ſeriouſly in- 


quire what Sorrow you have for your Sins, abſtracted from 
the ſhameful untimely End, to which they have brought 
you.—Conſider that only is“ godly Sorrow, and worketh 
* Repentance unto Salvation,” which would never be coun- 
teracted, ſuppoſing your Eite was to be ſaved... 

He acknowledged that he felt the Force of what L men- 


 yoned; and that he had often a Jealouſy of himſelf ariſing 
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from that Conſideration; but he added, if the utmoſt Ab- 
horrence of myſelf for my paſt wicked Life, if the deepeſt 
Senſe of my Ingratitude to Go p, my moſt bountiful Bene- 
factor, of my wilful Tranſgreſſions of his Laws, of the V1o- 
lations of my Conſcience, N in the Height of my 
Wickedneſs was not hardened) if Indignation at myſelf for 
the Injuries I have done my Fellow. creatures, and the Diſ- 
treſs I have brought on my worthy Relations, if theſe (ab- 
ſtracting from all 1 am to ſuffer in this World); are Marks 
of true Repentance, I hope'I am a penitent Sinner. I 
have it is true but a little Time to live, and cannot ſhew the 
Sincerity of my Repentance by MANY Inftances of the 
Fruits of it ; but, if I know any Thing of my own Heart, I 
can truly ſay, that if I have a Deſire of living, it does not 
ariſe from any Conſideration fo much, as that it would give 
me an Opportunity of making good thoſe holy Reſolutions 
I have formed, 


. 

In another Converſation with him I took Occaſion to 
talk over the Parable of the prodigal Son; in which I 
thought there was Something peculiarly ſuitable to his Cir- 
cumitances.—Oh ! Sir, ſaid I, you have taken your Jour- 
* ney into a far Country,” far from the Way in which you 
were trained up by a pious Father; far from the Way in 
which I underſtand you have often been counfel'd by your 
worthy Brother, and have ſpent your Subſtance among 
** Harlots, in riotous Living, in Gaming, in public Di- 
* verſions,” in expenſive and ſordid (though too faſhion- 
able) Pleaſures;. and, when your own Subſtance did not 
ſupply your Extravagancies, you have made cruel Inroads 
into the Subſtance and Property of others. 


It is true, ſaid he, it is true. This is an Emblem of what | 
my Life was for ſome Years: Such a Prodigal have I 


been. | 5 
I then ſaid, Oh let me, Sir, carry your Thoughts farther 


into the Parable, and beg you to conſider to what this 


Courſe ef Life has. brought you. — Vour Circumſtances 
are like a © mighty Famine in the Land, and you more than 
begin to ſee yourſelf in Want.” All the Companions of 
your looſe Hours deſert you. They now flink away, hide 
their Faces from you, give you up. to the Juſtice ef the 
: | aw, 
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L ur 1 
Law, (though they once flattered you with the Hopes of 
getting you a Pardon) and are aſhamed to have it thought 
they ever knew you Indeed their Viſits now would but 
diſtract you, and give you a keener Senſe of the Miſery 
of your Condition. — Could they even ſave your Life they 


could not reſtore your loſt Name, and Character, much 


leſs could they reſtore your Innocence, Peace of Mind, 


and a good Conſcience. . = 
He replied, your Words, Sir, are true: Oh! they ſtrike, , 


like Daggers to my Heart, and after a violent Burſt of 


Tears he ſaid, My Love of Pleaſure, and of a gay Appear- 


ance have undone me. 


As ſoon as I found his Mind a little compoſed, . I told 


lim that I did not make theſe Repreſentations merely to 
terrify him, but to give him as lively a Senſe as I could of 
the Greatneſs of his Crimes, and how ſtupid and fooliſh his 


\Way of Lite had been, and to induce him to take the ſame. 


Courſe the Prodigal had done in the Parable ;—a Courſe 
on which all his Safety and Hope depended; and that was, 
* to ariſe, and go to his Father, and (in the Prodigal's Lan- 
** guage) to ſay unto him, Father I have ſinned againſt 


. Heaven, and before thee, and am not worthy to be called 


79 


thy SON, | 


'Fhe Father in the Parable I obſerved to him is the God of 


Heaven, whom vou have offended ; and from whom you 
have departed ;—and your Deſertion of Him has brought 
vou into theſe wretched Circumſtances. You have no 


Help but in Him whom you have forſaken. Ariſe _— 


and go to Him in the Prodigal's Temper of Mind, an 


proſtrate yourſelf before hun with his Words; and from. 
_ tis Paſſage of Scripture (which is indeed the whole Goſpel 
repreſented in a parabolical Way) you have a Warrant to 
expect your Reception will be like what the Prodigal's was. 
I repreſented this in the ſtrong Terms of that Pallage of 
Scripture, which I plainly ſaw melted down his Heart. 

I then opened to him (as amply as the Time would give 
me Leave) the Deſign of our Saviour's coming into the 


World; the Greatneſs of his Love to Sinners; -the Nature 


of the Covenant of Grace, founded in his Blood ; and the 
Neceſſity of BELIEVING in Him, as the Foundation of 
his Hopes towards GOD. But I had ihe leſs Need to inſiſt 
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on theſe great Topics with him, as he talked of them in 


Sentiments and Language ſurprizing in one whoſe Thoughts 
had long been Strangers to theſe important Subjects; and 
it muſt be owned, that he was really a Man ot good natural 
Senſe, and had a very graceful Elocution. 


When I repreſented to him in the very Words of Scrip- 
ture the Height and Depth, the Length and Breadth of the 


Love of Chriſt, the Promiſes and Encouragements given to 


repenting and returning Sinners, the Inſtance of St. Paul, 
who after Perſecution and Blaſphemy obtained Mercy, and 
obtained it, that in him JESUS CHRIST might ſhew a Pat- 
tern of Long-ſuffering, and many other Things, that offered 
to my Mind in that Converſation, I could ſee by his Geſ— 
tures and Countenance, that his Heart (as it were) burned 
within him; and after that Time there was more viſible 
Serenity and Compoſure in his Countenance. He would 
often ſay, with his Eyes fixed upwards, O Gon, thou 
* knoweſt the Contrition of my Heart: I hate and loath 


my Sins; and I will not deſpair of thy Mercy. I caſt 


„ myſelt on thy Mercy, O Gob, through the Merits and 
* Interceſhon of my bleſſed Redeemer, and in Thee 1 
*© WILL TRUST.” 


He ſaid the going to a Maſquerade was the Beginning of 
his Sorrows ;—that he went to three; was at firſt a little 


Succeſsful in Gaming, and hoped by his Succeſs to have 
gained enough to have bought him a Commiſſion in the 
Army; but that he foon loſt his all; and having pawned 
and fold all he had, he, by the Perſuaſion of PLUNKETT, 
took to the Highway, and with n committed many Rob- 
beries ; and that HE was the only Accomplice he ever had. 


When I attended him the Day after the Death-Warrant 
came down I found no additional Dejection, or Sadneſs in 
his Mind or Countenance, but rather a more viſible Com- 
polure. He ſaid he was reſigned to his Lot; and ſhould 
= rejoice if his Death might be an uſeful Warning to 
others. | 

He told me he ſaw in me a tender Concern for his Soul; 
and would be guided by my Advice in every Thing relating 
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to it; and therefore aſked me whether I would adviſe him 
to receive the Sacrament the Morning of his Execution. 
I anſwered, that I had not the leaſt Objettion to it; that 


it was a Rite of our LoRD's own Appointment for a ME 


MORIAL of his Body broken, and his Blood ſhed for the 
Remiſſion of Sins; and that as it was to be done often, it 
might be done alſo acceptably and uſetully then; but I ſug- 
geſted, that his Education had been ſuch, that I had no 
Need to warn him againſt conſidering it as a CHARM or 
PASSPORT, which I was afraid many poor ignorant 
Creatures did. | Ll | 

He told me, that He went, as He had an Opportunity 
among the other Priſoners, who were ordered for Execution, 


to inſtruct and pray with them, and prepare them for 
Death. He related to me ſeveral Inſtances of the Hardneſs 


of ſome of them, which ſhocked me to hear; and I verily 


believe he was as much ſhocked at them as myſelf; and 


pitied their Souls, which were going into Eternity in ſuch 
an hardened Condition. | 
I wmproved all theſe Things as Grounds, on which I 


thought he might build Hopes of his Szncerity; for that to 


love and rejoice in any Goodneſs he ſaw in others was a 


Sgn of ſome Goodneſs in his own Heart; and that to have 


a Concern for the Salvation of other Men's Souls might be 


conſidered, eſpecially under i Circumitances, as an Evi 
| dence, that he had a real Concern tor his own. 


On my ſaying to him, the Day before his Execution, 
that Go delighted in them, who fear Him, and in them, 
who hope in his Mercy; and that Hope in the Mercy of 
Go was as truly honouring ht Perfection of his Nature, 
as fearing Him was doing Honour to his Majeſty, Juſtice, 
and Holineſs: He ſaid I don't deſpa:r. I do hope in the 


Mercy of Gop: and zl do ſo to my laſt Breath. 


I aſked him whether he had any Family. He ſaid Ves! 
His Wife was dead, with whom he had lived happily, but 
that he had a Girl of five Years old, and added in a very 
pathetic Tone of Voice, lifting up his Hands, O my dear 
innocent Babe! I have brought Infamy and Shame upon 
* thee.” I then obſerved, that he had Reaſon to be very 


humble before GoD for his Crimes in that View; as bring- 
ing Diſtreſs on his worthy Relations, his Brother, Child, 


and 


4 3 


and Mother-in-Law : And I farther obſerved to him, that 


Vice was like the Plague, by which a Man not only dies 
himſelf, bui ſcatters Death all around him. 

He told me, what is very remarkable, that he was na- 
turally a Man of great Courage; but that, after he had be- 


gan to rob on the Highway, Guilt had made an arrant 


Coward of him; for he was terrified at the leaſt Alarm, 
and ſo intimidated by any Appearance of Danger, that he 
always put his Accomplice (PLUNKET) on any hazardous 
Attempt; not daring to engage in it himſelf. 

I propoſed to ſome of his Friends, who were preſent, 
that they ſhould unite with me in offering up a ſolemn 
Prayer to Gp for him, in which they all moſt willingly 
joined, the poor Priſoner devoutly kneeling, and all of us 
ſtanding around lum. There, after expreſſing our Thank- 
fulneſs to GoD for that deep Contrition and good Hope 
He had graciouſly given him, I commended his Soul to the 
Mercy of Gop, praying that CHRIST JESUS, who came 
to ſcek and ſave loſt and undone Sinners, would receive 


his departing Spirit. I hope our Prayers were heard. 


There was not a dry Eye among us, and truly He, who 
could be unaſfected at ſuch a Scene, mult be hard indeed. 


In the Evening, for the Iaſt Time, as he earneſtly begged 


to ſee me, I went to him with one of his Friends, and, af- 
ter ſome Converſation ſuitable to his unhappy Situation, I. 
once more in Prayer recommended his Soul to the Mercy 
of Gov, through our LORD IESVUS CHRIST. 

The Time was now come when we mult take our laſt: 
Farewell of him. He ſaid © This was the Bitterneſs of 
„Death.“ He cagerly embraced us both ; dropt ſuddenly 
down on his Knees, and in Accents, the Sound of which. 
will never be out of my Ears, he prayed to Gop to bleſs 
us both for ever; to proſper us and our Families in all our 
Undertakings ; and eternally to reward us for all the Com- 
paſſion and Love we had ſhewn to ſuch a poor unworthy 
Creature as he ſaid HE was. 

I am informed he ſpent the whole Night in Prayer and 
Devotion. At getting into the Cart he ſaid, © O my Gop, 
I have forſaken. Thee; but yet I will zruſt in Thee.“ — 
All the Accounts I received of his Behaviour in his Paſſage 
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tor, would do well to-exhort him to make not only a gene- 


"oy (1% ] 

to the Place of Execution, and at it, concur in teſtifying, 
that he went through the whole awful Scene with a manly 
Firmneſs, joined with all the Appearances of true Devo- 


tion. I would charitably hope he has found that Mercy 


with GoD, which he ſo earneſtly ſought through a Re- 
deemer. But what to think concerning him is left to every 
one's own Reflections. | 

So far Dr. Allen's Narrative.——lIt was reported by a 
Gentleman, who ſaw Him executed, that juſt before the 
Cart, in which he ſtood, was drawn from under him, as it 
was a very fine Day, and the Sun ſhone bright, he looked 


all around him with great Compoſure, and then ſaid : “ I 
.- * muſt never more behold this beauteous Sun. Do thou, O 
Sun of Righteouſneſs,* ſhine on my departing Soul.” 


This unhappy Man ſhewed great Signs of Penitence, but 


none can preſume to form a Judgment of his Salvation or 


whether his Repentance was genuine, or not : That muſt be 
left to the great Day, when the Secrets of all Men's Hearts 
ſhall be revealed. —Archbiſhop Tillotſon has obſerved, that 
it is difficult for any Man to be aſſured of the Truth and 
„Reality of his Repentance, when there is no ſufficient 
„Opportunity to make a Trial of the Sincerity of it.“ 

There is, I think, no Doubt of the Szncerzty of this con- 
demned Malefactor at te Time Dr. Allen attended him: 
But the Queſlion is“ What would his Temper and Conduct 
* have been had his Life been ſpared for a Number of 
„Fears? He might have been a true Penttent and may 
(Gob grant that he may) through the Merits of CHRIST, 
have been accepted as ſuch: But, as he did not live to 
bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance, which the Goſ- 
pel requires) it is beyond the Knowledge of Man to deter- 


mine his future State. 


Every Miniſter, who attends a condemned Malefac- 


ral 


* He alluded to theſe Words, The Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhall ariſe 


„with Healings in his Wings.“ Malach. iv. 2. 
See the latter End of the Archbiſhop's Sermon on Heb. iii. 13. 
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ral Conſeſſion of Sins, but particularly of chat, for which 


he had been condemned; and ſhould endeavour to con- 


vince him, that no worldly Conſiderations ought to hinder 


him from diſcovering any Combinations in Wickedneſs, or 


any evil Practices deſigned againſt others, that by his Intel- 


ligence ſuch miſchievous Attempts might as much as poſh- 
ble, be prevented, --He ſhould be inſtrutted likewiſe what 
Sattsfathon (fo far as in his Power) he ought to make to 
thoſe, whom he may have offended, or injured. 


* * 
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The Order for the Viſitation of the Sick rendered 
more uſeful. 


| | The Order itſelf from the Liturgy. 


JA ERE it may be proper to obſerve, that the 67th Canon 

is expreſſed amorguouſly : The Words are, When 
© any Perſon is dangeroully ill, the Miniſter or Curate, au- 
* ing Knowledge thereof, ſhall reſort to him, or her, to in- 
ſtruct and comfort them, in their Diſtreſs.” 

It does not certainly appear by this Canon, whether Mi- 
niſters are to viſit the Sick without being ſent for or not, | 
which may imply either of Information by ſpecial Meſſage, | 
or otherwiſe by common Report. Some think the In- | 

| tention of our Church is, that Miniſters ſhould go both, 
1 {ent for, and unſent for. This therefore is a Matter which 
muſt he left to the Diſcretion of the Clergy. 

2 In the Rubric before the ORDER for the Viſitation of | 
the ſick, the Care of ſending for the Miniſter is left to the | 
h 2 He may never have heard of their Sickneſs, or, if he 

1as, may not be ſo good a Judge when his Vilit will be 

{eaſonable, or when the Party is beſt able to join with him. 

—The CANON will be fulfilled, as it may be interpreted, 

ther Way. See Page 2. | 


ien any Perſon is fich, Notice ſhall be given thereof to 
the Min ter of the Pariſh ; who coming into the fick Perſon's 
[Touſe, ſhall jay, 


PEACE be to this Houſe, and all that dwell in it. 
Jen he cometh into the ſick Man's Preſence, he ſhall 


ſay, kneeling down, 


1 Ru not, Lo Rb, our Iniquities, nor the Ini- 
I quities of our Forefathers : Spare us, good Lord, ſpare 


ON thy 
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thy People, whom thou haſt redeemed with thy moſt preci- 
ous Blood ; and be not angry with us for ever. 
Anſw. Spare us good Lord. | 


1 Then the Miniſter ſhall ſay, Let us pray. 
Lord have Mercy upon us. | | 
Chriſt have Mercy upon us. 


Lord have Mercy upon us. 


As too many repeat the Lord's Prayer by Role, it 
may Sometimes be neceſſary to try whether the ſick Perſon 
has a proper Senſe of his Need of the Things, for which he 
prays. In Order to this the following, or the % Exami- 
nation, founded on the Petitions contained in that Prayer, 
will ſoon diſcover wheiher they proceed from his Heart, or 
are merely Words of Courſe. „ 


Our Father which art in Heaven, 


Have you conſidered, that Gop is the Father of the 
World and of Men, that you have been made in his Like- 
neſs; that He 1s ſtill providing for you ;—and that He is 
your reaceming Father, having n his Son to redeem you: 


that He 1s high and glorious, dwelling in Heaven. How 
little do the Generality think of his Throne and Habitation, 


Honour, and Perfections, when they come before him. 
Hallowed be thy Name, 


Do you conſider what great Things are ſignified by his 
Name? It includes his Majeſty, Power, Glory and other 
Attributes, Have you been deſirous that his Excellencies 
ſhould be made known and endeavoured (as Opportunity 
offered) to contribute to this End yourſelf in Thought, 
Word, and Deed? Or have prayed as the Generality do 
unmeaningly, having had little Regard for his Name, Ho- 
nour, or Glory? Is it your Heart's Deſire, that Religion 
ſhould flouriſh, that Men ſanctify GoD, and make him 
their Fear and their Dread, as well as the Object of their 
Love? How elſe can you pretend to pray hallowed be thy 
Name? Alas! how little have our Hearts accompanied this 


Thy 


reci- 
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Thy kingdom come. 


Namely thy Kingdom of Grace here, and thy Kingdom of 
Glory hereafter: Do you love God's Kingdom? Would 
you have it to come into the World? Where Gop reigns, 
Godlineſs mult reign: And would you have Godlineſs to 
reign? Then how holy muſt our Cities, Towns, and Vil- 
lages be! There muſt then be more Reading, more Pray- 
ing, more Preaching than there is now. And ſhould you 
3/:4e that? Are you not apt to think, that we have too much 
Prayer, and too many Sabbaths already? What ſhould we 
Z have then if God's Kingdom of Grace was to come more fully 
lire? Surely this Petition is but little conſidered by too 


| many, who uſe it. Can we neglett Godlineſs ourſelves, 


and deſpiſe it in others, and yet pretend to pray Thy Ring- 
dom come? Do you think that ſome of your Acquaintance 
are already too religious; and yet do you pray Thy Kingdom 
come? How holy muſt men be, when they are fearty Sub- 
jets of Gon? How holy will the Kingdoms of this World 


LIE 


be, when they become the Kingdoms of Gop, and his 


 CurisT? How holy will Princes, Magiſtrates, Miniſters, 


| and Maſters of Families then be? The Kingdom of Gop 
is Religion, Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Joy in the HoLY 


7 GuosT.—— And have you ever deſired theſe Things? Do 
not the Generality often uſe this Petition either 1gnorantly, 
> or hypocritically ? Do not their Hearts give their Tongues 
the Lie, when they lay Thy Kingdom come. 


Thy Will be done in Earth, as it is Heaven, 


| If you love not Godlineſs, and the Kingdom of God, how 
can you put up this Petition? Gop's Will is juſt, holy, 
and pure: His Will is, that you ſhould no longer cheriſh 
your Sins, but live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godlily in this 
2? preſent World, And have you defired all this? I fear too 


much to the contrary, How is the Will of Gop done in 
Heaven? It is done there perfectly, joytully, conſtantly. 
Vet how ready have we been here on Earth to reſiſt and 
; refuſe his Will, the Authority, Juſtice, and Love of his 

Will? How ready to repine and murmur at his Provi- 


dence, and to rebel againſt the Diſcoveries of his Will! 
| | Pardon 
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uprightly prayed © Thy Will be done in Earth, as ut is in 
Heaven. | 
Give us this Day our daily Bread. 


Have you ſought for Food and Raiment at GoD's Hand? 
Have you not rather depended ſolely on your Money, 
Parts, or Induſtry ? But have you conſidered that your 


Eſtate, Parts, Induſtry, and Health are all from Gop? He 


can, by deſtroying your Subſtance, Talents, and Buſineſs, 
deprive you of your daily Bread. All Things depend on 


HIM, and his Bleſſing. It you have your daily Bread, 


GoD can prevent it's Nouriſhment, take away your Appe- 
tite and Digeſtion, ſo that neither Food nor Medicine {hall 
do you any Good. Have you not Need theietore to pray 
to him for your daily Bread, and thus acknowledge your 
daily Neceſſities, and daily Reliance on the Gop of your 
Lite ?—You are not permitted to aſk for two Days Subſiſt- 
ence at once: GOD expects to ſee you every Day on your 
Knees, renewing your Petitions, as ſenſible of your De- 


Hbendence on HIM tor a Supply of all your Wants. 


And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them, that 
| treſpaſs againſt us. | 


You muſt obtain Forgzveneſs of your Sins, or you are un- 
done for ever. There is no juſtifying yourſelf before GO p. 
You muſt confeſs and bewail your Sins and earneſtly ſoli- 
cit a Pardon. And there are Hopes of it and Room for the 
Prayer of Faith, ſince there is a Mediator with him, a great 
and worthy Advocate, even JEsUs CHRIST the righteous, 
who is the Propitiation for your Sins. Through Him, you 
may come to GOD, and beg, that for his Sake He will blot 
out all your Tranſgreſſions. And that you really may be 


| forgiven by Gop, you muſt heartily forgive others: And 


yet p<r12ps youu have little conſidered this in preſenting this 
Petition. iiave you not often come before Gop, with an 
uncharitable malicious Heart, with envious and revengeful 
Deſigns? and yet you have had the Aſſurance to pray 
„Forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that _ 

| 1 | pals 


Pardon us, O LorD, that we have not more ſincerely and 


r 


a] | 
* paſs againſt us? - Oh the Decenfulneſs of the human 
Heart? How many hypocritical lying Prayers are put up 
to GOD. —LORD! teach us to take Hlecd to our Temper of 


Mind, and pray with Sincerity, and hearty Deſire. 


And lead us not into Temptation, but deliver us from Evil. 


Have you ſerzoufly conſidered the Temptations of the 
/orld in which you hve? Have you not been ready to 
view the World merely as a good and pleaſant World, and 


not as enſnaring and tempting ones? Have you conſidered 
the Temptations of Riches, Poverty, Trade, and of every 
| Relation and Condition of Life? — How ſoon alas! and 


how eaſily does every Thing draw us from Gopb and our 


Duty to him! How little have we thought of that tempting 
Devil, who goeth about ſeeking whom he may devour! 
How much Evil is there in the World, the Evil of Sin, 
Which provokes Gop, the Evil of Sorrow, and Puniſh— 
ment, which GoD inflicts for Sin! How much is there in 
our Hearts, to which he might deliver us up! Oh with 


what Humility then ſhould we come and pray to GoD rot 


to lead us into Temptation, that he would fave us from our 


Sins, and from deſerved Puniſhment, and that he would 


|: pleaſe to preſerve us, and bring us to his heavenly Kingdom. 


| For thine is the Kingdom, al the Power, and the Glor 


for ever and ever. Amen. 


And as you ſhould pray to Gop, ſo ſhould you prazſe 


Him. Vou ſhould admire his Greatneſs and Goodnels, love 
and thank him for what he has done for your Body and Soul, 
Ho ready ſhould you be to aſcribe the Kingdom to Him, 


who is LORD of all; and the Power to Him, who orders, 


manages, and diſpoſes all; and the Glory to Him, for whoſe. 
3} Pleaſure all Things are and were created. Amen. 
Thus conſider for what you have prayed, /ow you have 
| 3 and how little you have prayed in Spirit and in 


ruth. Is this ſuck Praying as will p'cale Gob, obtain his 
Bleſſing, and do you good? Oh the vain, cuſtomary, heart- 
leſs Prayers, which are ſo often uſed before the holy Gop, 
and that too in a Chriſtian Land by proftefled a 
| an 
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and in the Uſe of the very Words, which JzsUs CURIST 
himſelf has taught us ! 


Mini ſter. O LoRp, fave thy Servant; : 
Anſw. Who putteth his Truſt in The. 
Mimjter. Send Hi Help from thy holy Place; 

Anſew. And evermore mightily defend 4. 

Miniſter, Let the Enemy have no Advantage of hz ; 
Anſw. Nor the wicked approach to hurt /zm. 
Mimnfeer. Be unto him, O LoRD, a ſtrong Tower; 
Anſw. From the Face of has Enemy. 

Ain fler. O LoRkp, hear our Prayer; 

Anſw. And let our Cry come unto Thee, 


Miniſter. 


LORD, look down from Heaven, behold, viſit, af 
relieve this thy Servant. Look upon him with the 
Eyes of thy Mercy, give h Comfort and ſure Confidence | 
in Thee, defend im from the Danger of the Enemy, ani] 
keep him in perpetual Peace and Safety, through Irs ei ö 
18 our LORD. Amen. | 


2 3 SO! I RE 8 2 4 


EAR us, almighty and moſt merciful Gop and Sz 
viour; extend thy accuſtomed Goodneſs to this thy, 
Servant who is grieved with Sickneſs. Sanctify, we beſeecif}: 
thee, this thy fatherly Correction to im; that the Senſe d 
his Weakneſs may add Strength to /z. Faith, and Serioulf 
neſs to his Repentance : that if it ſhall be thy good Plex 
{ure to reſtore him to kts former Health, he may lead th 
Reſidue of /s Life in thy Fear, and to thy Glory : Or eli! 
give him Grace ſo to take thy Viſitation, that after this pain. 
ul Life ended, he may dwell with thee in Life everlaſting 1 
through JzsUs CHRIST our Lord. Amen. | 


1 Then ſhall the Miniſter exhor! the 1 ick Perſon after a 


Form, or other like, 


5 7 


FARLY de know this, 
mind you | that almighty God is the Lord of Life and 
Death, and of all Things to them pertaining; as Youth 
Strength| 
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The Apoſtle acknowledges that ** 


E +43 | | 
Strength, Health, Age, Weakneſs, and Sickneſs, Where- 


fore, whatſoever your Sickneſs is, know you certainly, Cor 

1} that it is Gop's Viſitation. And for 
what Cauſe ſoever this Sickneſs is ſent unto you; whether 
it be to try your Patience for the Example of others, and that 
your Faith may be found in the Day of the Lo RD laudable, 
glorious, and honourable, to the Increaſe of Glory and end- 
leſs Felicity; Or elſe it be ſent unto you to correct and 
amend in you whatſoever doth offend the Eyes of your 
heavenly Father; know you certainly, | or you may be aſ- 
/ured ] that if you truly repent you of your Sins, and bear 


your Sickneſs patiently, truſting | for Pardon with a true 


Faith) in GoD's Mercy, for his dear Son JESUS CHRIST'S 
Sake; and render unto him humble Thanks for his fa- 
therly Viſitation [ring to pleaſe Him in all Things, and 
patiently] ſubmitting yourſelf wholly unto his Will, it 


ſhall turn to your Profit,“ and help you forward in the 


right Way, that leadeth unto everlaſting Lite. 


If the Perſon viſited be very fick, then the Curate may end 
Hus Exhortation in ths Place, or elſe proceed. 


3 therefore in good Part the Chaſhſement of the 
LoRPD: For, as St. Paul faith in the tweltth Chapter 
to the Hebrews, Verſe 6. Whom the LORD loveth he 
* chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every Son whom he receiveth.“ 
—7, It he endure Chaſtening, Gop dealeth with you as 
with Sons; for what Son is he whom the Father chaſteneth 
not ?-8, But if ye be without Chaſtiſement, whereof all 
are Partakers, then are ye Baſtards, and not Sons.—9., 
Furthermore,. we have had Fathers of our Fleſh, which cor- 
rected us, and we gave them Reverence ? ſhall we not much 
rather be in Subjection unto the Father of or Spirits, and 
live? 10, For they verily for a few Days chaſteried us after 
their own Pleaſure ; but He for o Profit, that we might 
be Partakers of his Holineſs. —Theſe Words, good Bro- 
ther] are written in holy Scripture for our Comfort and 

| | Inſtruction; 


no Chaſtening for the preſent 
* ſeemeth to be joyous, but grievous; nevertheleſs afterward it yieldeth 
* the peaceable Fruit of Righteouſneſs unto them, who are exerciſed 
* thereby. Heb. xi. 11. | 
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Inſtruttion ; that we ſhould patiently, and with Thankſ— 
giving bear our heavenly Father's Correction, whenſoever 
by any Manner of Adverſity it ſhall pleaſe his gracious 
Goodneſs to viſit us. And there ſhould be no greater 
Comfort to Chriſtian Perſons, than to be made like unto 
CHRIST, by ſuffering patiently Adverſities, Troubles, and 
Sickneſſes. For he himſelf went not up to Joy, but firſt 


he ſuffered Pain; He entered not into his Glory before He 


was Crucitied, So truly our Way to eternal Joy is to fuller 
here with CHRIST; and our Door to enter into cternal 
Lite is [fo believe what he hath taught us, to do what he hath 
commanded, and ſo to follow hits good Example here, as | gladly 
to die with CHRIST ; that we may riſe again from Death, 
and dwell with him in everlaſting Lite. | 


If the fick be very weak break off here, add a few ſuitable Eja- 


culations and d-fer the Remainder till the next Vifht. | 


Now therefore taking your Sickneſs, which | zf a right 
Uſe be made of it] is thus profitable for you, patiently ; IL 
exhort you in the Name of God to remember the Protei- 
ſion which you made unto Gob in your Baptiſm. Pray 
earneſily to God to ſanctiſy this Aiflichion to you ko dire and 
aſſiſt you in your Brhamour under at, Uje your beſt Endea- 
vours, that whether you ltve, or die, it may tend to your D- 
provement in Grace and Goodneſs, and end in a godly Nie, or 


an happy Death. A due Preparation for Death ſhould be the 


| Buſineſs of your whole [rjfe. Sickneſs warns you to confider 


what that Preparation has been: and you ſhou!d then eadea- 
vour to complete 27. And foraſmuch as after this Lite 
there is an Account to be given unto the righteous Judge, 


by whom all rſt be judged without Reſpett of Perions; I 


require, | or d-fire | you to examine yourſelf and vour State, 
both toward Gob and Man; Aud how far you have kept 
your Conſcience void of Offence towards both; remembring your 
baptiſmal Covenant, to renounce the Devil and all his Works, 
conſtantly to believe God's holy Word, and obediently to keep 
his Commandments all the Days of your Life; and conſidering 
how you have kept this Covenant ; | fo that accuſing and con- 
demning Yourlelt tor your own Faults [ and turing to God 
with an hearty Repentance and true Faith in Chriſt, depending 
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en lus Merits for Pardon and Salvation : and with an Heart 
diſpoſed to all holy Obedience to hs Goſpel] you may find 
Mercy at our heavenly Father's Hand for CHR1sT's Sake, 
2nd not be accuſed and condemned in that fearful Judg- 
ment. Therefore I ſhall rehearſe to you the Articles of 


our Faith ; that you may know whether you believe as a 
Chriſtian Man ſhould or not. en 


J ere the Miniſter ſhall rehearſe the Articles of the Faith, 


| ſaying thus. 
An Application of each Article in the Belief to Practice and 
; er. | 


As it is to be feared, that Go p will account thoſe Chriſ- 
tians anong Unbehevers, who frequently repeat this Creed, 
yet hve as if they did not believe one Syllable of it; and as 
the Miniſter in the ORDER for the Viſitation of the ſick 
is very properly injomed to examine the ſick Perſon by the 
twelve Articles of the Apoſtle's Creed; in which we pro- 
feſs to believe in the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
I ſhall endeavour to ſhew you more particularly how each 
of theſe Articles may be applied as a Rule for the ſick Man's 
Practice, and as an Encouragement to his Prayer. 


Article I. Doſt thou believe in God the Father Almighty, 
| Maker of Heaven and Earth ? | 


Application to Practice, and to Prayer. 
Wherctore if you really Lou are encouraged to ray 


believe this you are ob/zged, | to this almighty Gop, your 
and I hone reſolved, to ac- | merciful Father, as the Maker 
knowledge God to be your | and Diſpoſer of all Things; 
Gop, and amagaty Father | and I hope you will petrtzon 
by loving, fearing, and ferv- ] him in Behalf of yourſelf and 
ing kim, and to be the Crea- all Mankind, for Food and 
/or of all Things by admiring | Raiment, Health, Protection, 
nis Works, rightly uſing his | and Peace, not doubting but 
Creatures, relying on his Pro- | that He will take Care of the 
vidence for whatever you | Works of his own Hands. 
want in this World, and fly- Think well of this, and truſt 
ing to him in all Dangers, in his Power and Providence, 


Article 


— 
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Article II. Ard in Jeſus Chriſt his only Son, our Lord. 


Application to Practice, 
Wherefore you are oblig- 
ed, and I hope reſolved to 
commit your Salvation to the 


Management of your Re- 


deemer ; and ſince He is a- 
nointed by GO to be a Pro- 
phet to teach you, a Prieſt to 
intercede for you, anda King 


'to ſubdue the Dominion of 


Sin in your Heart, you will 
obſerve his Teaching , rely on 
his Interceſſion and Atone- 
ment, and ſubmit to his Au- 
thority ; rejoicing, that you 
have lo compaſſionate, {0 
powerful a Saviour. 


Article III. Who was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, lors -of F 
the Virgin Mary. 4 


Application to Practice. 
Wherefore you are obhg- 

ed, and I hope reſolved to 

be "moſt thankful for the mi- 


raculous Condeſcenſion of 


his Incarnation; learning from 
thence to ſubmit to the mean- 


eſt Condition in Order to do 


Good; and to keep your 
Nature from Pollution, ſince 


Chriſt has ſanctified it, and 


united it to the divine Na- 
ture. f 


and to Prayer. 

You are encouraged to 
pray in is Name with Faith, 
who is fo dear to God, and 
has fuch a Right in you. You 

will call on Him I hope for 


tual Enemies, and for the 


He is of Jours. 


Salvation of your So; truſt- 


Redeemer, 


and to Prayer. 


Chriſt was acquainted — ther 


and that being renewed by. 


the Holy Spirit, you may bel? 


You are encouraged to- 
pray, that you may de ſuf. 1 
tained under the Neceſſities 
of this frail State, with Which, 


you may be purged from the 
Corruptions of your Nature 
from which He was freed; 


Deliverance from your. | 


ing, that you ſhall obtain a FI 
ſake Admittance into the 3 
Kingdom of Heaven, ſince |? 
Gob's only Son is your 


a Partaker of hits Nature, aſl 


ſince 


your |= 
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Article IV. Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucify'd, 
| dead and buried Ile deſcended into Hell, 


{Not here meant the Place of Torment, but the Place of 


departed Souls. 


Application to Practice, 
Wherefore you are oblig— 
ed and I hope reſolved to la- 
ment your Sins and crucify 


of his bitter Paſſion; and 
likewiſe to forſake them all, 


and to Praver. 
You are encouraged- to 
pray, that you may not ſuffer 


the Wrath of GopD, which 
your ſinful Defires, the Cauſe 


Chriſt has endured ; that this 


Sacrifice may avail to the 
Forgiveneſs of all your Of- 


leſt you loſe the Benefit of | fences; that you may be ſup- 


this all-ſaving Death, and 
bring yourſelf under the 
Curie of eternal Death. You 
will moreover learn from 
Him to fuiler patiently, and 
to die cheerfully whenever 
GOD pleaſes. 


ported in the Hour of Death, 
and delivered from Hell, 
ſince He has conquered both; 
and that the Remembrance 


of his Agonies and his Love 


may engage you to his Ser- 


vice for ever. 


Article V. The third Day he roſe again from the dead. 


Application to Practice, 
Wherefore you are oblig— 


| and to Prayer. 
You are encouraged to 


ed, and I hope reſolved not | pray to your victorious and 
to d:flruſt his Power, and | ever-living Redeemer to reſ- 


Mercy in your loweſt State; 
to 7ely on his full and com- 
plete Satisfaction for the 
Pardon of what is paſt ; and 


to e from the Death of 


Sin, that you may walk in 
Newneſs of Life hereaiter : 
So ſhall you eſcape the ſe— 
cond or eternal Death. 


cue you from the Power of 
Satan, whom he hath con- 
quer'd; and to quicken you 
by his Grace, that you may 
live to his Glory, end pay 


him ſuch a living and rea- 


ſonable Sacrifice, as Ile de- 
ſerves, who has freed you on 
the Terms of the Goſpel 
from Death and Hell, 


H 2 | | Article 
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Article VI. e aſcended into Heaven, and fitteth at the right 


| 148 * 


Hand of God. 


Application to Pradtice, 
W heretore you are oblig- 
ed, and I hope reſolved to 


lift up your Heart to Him, 


and to put your {ruſt in 
Him in all your Troubles; 
to hope for the Acceptance 
of your Services by his In- 
terceſſion; and to aſcend thi- 
ther now in your Deſires and 
Affections, that you may 
aſcend hereafter in Perſon, 
and have the full Enjoyment 


and to Prayer. 


You are encouraged to 


pray to your glorihed Med. 
tor to keep you in Peace on 
Earth; to fill you with Long- 
ings after Heaven; and to 
incercede for your Accept- 
ance there: and that He 
will moreover employ his 
Intereſt in Heaven, and his 
Power over all the World, 
to bring you ſafe to the En- 


joyment of Hemſelſ. 


} 


of his Glory. 0 
Article VII. From thence he ſhall come to judge the quick, 
and the dead. | 


Application to Practice, 

Wherefore you are oblig- 
ed and I hope reſolved to 
judge no Man before the 
Time, except yourſelf; leav- 
ing other Men's Actions to 
receive their Sentences at 
us Tribunal; but preparing 
your own Account by exa- 
mining and trying your own 
Ways, repenting of your. 
Sins, andavoiding/hat HERE, 
which would condemn you 
THERE. N 


and to Prayer. 


make your Supplication to 
your Judge, who is allo the 
Saviour of all thoſe, who 
truly believe in Him, that 
you may ever have this aw- 
ful Day in your Remem- 
brance; that He will pre- 
pare you for it by making 
your Peace with G 0D before, 
ſo that you may be acquitted 
in it by a merciful Sentence, 


* 


the bleſſed hereafter. 


Article 


You are encouraged to 
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Article VIII. And doft thou believe in the Holy Ghoſt ? 


Application to Practice, 
Wherefore you are oblig- 


and to Prayer. 
are encouraged 


You 


ta 


ed and I hope reſolved to i pray by the Help of this 


this Floly Spirit, to honour 
the Word of Gop, and at- 


follow the good Motions of good Spirit for the cleanſing 


of your Heart, the enlighten- 
ing of your Mind, and the 


tend on his Ordinances ; and | Subduing of your ſinful In- 


to take Care, that you do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit by 
deiighting in Impurity ; and 
that you reſiſt all Evil, and 
ſet about every Thing, which 
15 good, 
ſiſtance. 


in Hope of his Aſ- 


| 


clinations as well as Actions; 
as alſo for aBleſſing on Gov's 
Word and Ordinances, that 
by the Uſe of them, you may 
grow in Grace, till you are 
ſanctified throughout in Spi- 
rit, Soul, and Body, and 
thoroughly furniſhed to every 
good Work. 


Article IX. The holy Catholic or univerſal] Church and the 


Communon of Saints. 


Application to Practice. 

Wherefore you are oblig- 
ed and I hope reſolved to 
braiſe GOD, who has made 
you a Member of this uni- 
verſal Church; to live in 
Unity, Peace, and Charity 
with all your Brethren of 
every Denomination; to pro- 
feſs the true Faith, which is 
preſerved in Chriſt's Church, 
to join in all the holy Ordi- 
nances uſed by it; to endea- 
vour to bring to it (ſo far as 
is in your Power) ſuch as 


| 


are in Error; and to do Good | 
to all the Members of it. 


H 3 


and to Prayer. 

You are encouraged to 
pray with your fellow Chrif- 
tians for the Peace and the 
Safety, the Increaſe and the 
Proſperity of CHR1ST's true 
Religion, for the Conver- 
ſion of Sinners, and the Con- 
viction of Unbehevers, as 
alſo for the Proſperity of its 
Princes, the Succeſs of its - 
Miniſters, and the Unity of 
all its Members ; that by the 
Concord and good Works 
of all, who belong to it, it 
may appear to be the Body 
of CHRIST. 


Article 


r 


2 — 
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Article X. The Forgiweneſs of Sins. 


Application to Practice. and to Prayer. 

W heretore you are oblig- You are encouraged daily 
ed and I hopereſolved never | to make an humble Confeſ- 
to forſake CHRIST's holy | ſion of your Sins with earneſt 
univerſal Church, to- which | Prayer for Forgiveneſs, and 
this Privilege belongs, as alſo | hearty Supplications tor the 
diligently to repent of all | Graces of Faith, and true Re- 
your Sins, and cheerfully to | pentance ; that ſo you may 
ſerve GOD without Fear; | live in Gop's Love, and dic 
neither doubting the Truth | in his Favour; and that you 
of his Promiſe, nor the Sut- | may attain eternal Happineſs 
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ficiency of your Redeemer's | at laſt, though you are now F 
Merits. | a miſerable Sinner. \ 
Article XI. The Ręſurrection of the Body. le 
Application to Practice, and to Prayer. 5 
Wherefore you are oblig- | You are encouraged to Ne 
ed, and I hope reſolved to | pray to CHRIST, the firſt 
keep your Body in Temper- | begotten from the dead, for 
ance, Soberneſs and Chaſ- | the Sanctification of your 1 
tity, while you live, and not | vile Body, that you may be 
to be murmuring at the Death faithful unto Death, be de- 
of your Friends (whom if | Iivered in Gop's due Time 
true Believers, you may be | from all the Miſeries of this 
aſlured you ſhall meet again | World, and raiſed up from Þ| 
in Heaven) but be ſtedfaſt, the Grave to live with Him 
immoveable, always abound- | tor ever. | 5 
ing in the Work of the 
Lok p, becauſe you know 
your Labour is not in vain. 
Article XII. And the Liſe everlaſling. AMEN. 
Application to Practice, and to Prayer. = 
Wherefore you are oblig- | You are encouraged to | q 
ed and I hope reſolved to pray to CHRIST, the Pur- | F 


ſpend the Hours of this i chaſer of this Glory for 
| | tranſitory 
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tranſitory Life well; to de- 
ſpiſe the ſhort and empty 
Pleaſures of Sin: to ſuffer pa- 
tiently the light Afflictions of 
the preſent Time; and to 
elteem Nothing too good to 
loſe, too hard to reſiſt, or 
too tedions to perform for 
obtaining an Happineſs ſo 
comprehenſive, and ſo end- 


leſs. 


Faith, Patience, and Perſe- 
verance, that you may be 
comforted in all your Trou- 
bles, and carried through all 
your Dutzes by the Deſires of 
theſe eternal Joys; and final- 


ly that a theſe Hopes and 


Deſires may be fulfilled in 
the Enjoyment of this eternal 
Life of Glory. 


This Faith I hope you will ſeal with an hearty AMEN. 


This Bebe ſhould always be repeated as the Rule of our 


Practice, and as an Encouragement to our Prayers. 


With- 


out Faith, ſays the Apoſtle, it is impoſſible to pleaſe Go p. 
Without Holineſs, ſays the ſame Apoſtle, no Man can ever 


ſee the LORD. 


Remember, that it is by / Belief, as the great Principle 
of Action, we are to conduct Ourſelves zn Life; and that 
on this Behef, we muſt venture our Souls at Death. 

The Sick Perſon it is to be wiſhed may be able to anſwer, 


All this 1 ſtedfaſtly believe. 


T Then ſhall the Minſter examine whether he repent him truly 
of as Sins, and be in Charity with all the World ; exhort- 
zng him to forgive from the Bottom of has Heart all Perſons s 
that have offended him; and if he hath offended any other, 
to aſk them Forgiveneſs ; and where he hath done Injury or 
I rong to any Man, that he make amends to the ultermaſt of 


hts Power. | | 


And if he hath not before diſpoſed of his Goods, let him 
then be admontſhed to make his Will, and to declare his 
Debts, what He oweth, and what 15 owing unto — 
the better Diſcharging of has Conſcience, and the Quietneſs of 


his Executors. 


they are in Health, 


But Men ſhould often be put in Remembrance 
to tate Order for the ſetthng of ther 


temporal States, whilſt 


1 Theſe Words before rehearſed may be ſaid before the Miniſter 


begin has Prayer, as he _ ſee Cauſe. 


14 Te 


ä 
4 The Mmiſter ſhould not omit earneſily to move ſuch fick Per- 
ſons as are of Ability to be liberal to the Poor. 


A Here ſhall the fick Perſon be moved to make a ſpecial Confeſ. 
fron of his Sins, of he feels his Conſcience — led with any 


werghty Matter. After which Confeſſion, the Prieſt ſrall 
abfolve him (if he humbly and heartily defire it ) ajter this 


Sort. 


UR LoRp JESUS ChRIST, who hath left Power to 

his Church to abHονỹ ALL SINNERS WHO TRU- 

LY REPENT AND BELIEVE IN HIM; of his great 
Mercy forgive Thee thine Offences : And by his Authority 
committed to Me, I abſolve Thee from all thy Sins, In the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 


Ghoſt. 


The Dean of Glouceſter (Dr. Tucker) in his ſeventeen 
Sermons on ſome of the moſt important Points of natural 
and revealed Religion, Page 91, remarks * that the Form of 
Abſolutton in our Order for the Viſitation of the Sick, is 
2/tly liable to Cenſure ; becauſe it pretends to ſuch a 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE HUMAN HEART, as can- 
not belong to ANY MORTAL MAN, without an expreſs 
Revelation from Heaven. 

The Prieſt is there directed to ſay to the ſick Perſon, 
( © KNO 
Believer,” that © by hzs | our LORD IFESUS CEHRIST's! 
Authority committed to me I ABSOLVE Thee from a// 
thy Sins.” 

Mr. Comber in his laborious Writings on the Book of 
Common Prayer, endeavours to juſtify this Pallage ; and 
He ſucceeds according to the Manner of thoſe, who attempt 
Impoſlibility. Mr. Wheatley in his Illuſtration of our 
Liturgy offers ſome Apologres for this Form of Abſolution. 
The late Dr. Stebbing, in his excellent little Traci againſt 
Popery, fairly groves 2 up as indefenſible.—I do the ſame ; 
and eſteem it to be among the Number of thoſe real Ble- 
miſhes, Spots, and Imperfettions in our Church, which 
ought to be removed, when a proper Opportunity ſhall 


preſent. 
| Were 


ING Him to be a true Penitent, and a fancere 


who 


LS |] - | 

Were the pious and precatory Form of Abſolution in our 
Communion Service (and which is actually the very Form 
preſcribed to be uſed in the Communion of the Sick) were 
je I fay, to be uled, all would be 2734. 

The Dean in his Sermon on the penitent Thief (to which 
the above Remarit on the Abſolution is ſubjoined as a Note) 
{ſuppoſes it may be inquired, © From whence are we to look 
tor Comfort and Encouragement, 1t we are to DERIVE no- 
Conſolation {as we certainly are not) from the penitent 
Thizt on the Croſs ? And it a Perſon has been ſo unhappy, 
as to deter his Repentence to He laſt, what is he to do? 
Or ho ſhall He be aſſured that He will be forgiven ? 

I an{wer, ſays the Dean, it is undoubtedly the Duty of 
everv Man at Times to repent, and to implore the Mer- 
cies of his heavenly Father, whether in Health, or at the 
Hour of Death: but He can have no ratonal Aſſurance, no 


Evidence fit to be depended on, that his Pardon is ſealed, 


"1:11 his Faith and Repentance have produced their genuine 
Ejcds in his Lite, and Actions, —A Death-Bed Repentance 
1211 indeed be efficacious, becauſe it may be ſincere. But 


who is to be the Judge of that Sincerity? Not the Miniſ- 


ter; not the By-Standers ;—not the Sick, or dying Perſon 
limfſelf; for they may al be deceived; Gop alone, the 
Searcher of Hearts, is the only Fudge in ſuch a Caſe: And, 
it He do not work a Miracle by an immediate Revelation 
from Heaven (which ſurely is not to be expected) there can 
be no rational Grounds, that any ſuch Perſon is abſolutely 
pardoned. In the mean Time our fervent Prayers for Him, 
and earneſt Endeavours to aſliſt Him in his Preparation for 
Death are {till to be continued while Lite remains: And we 
are charitably to hope the belt; but beyond a charitable Hope 
we dare not go; for we have no Warrant, no Authority 
'rom Scripture to proceed to greater Lengths.” 


J And en the Prieſt ſhall ſay the Collect following : ; 
Let us pray. 


© Je merciful GoDp (who according to the Multitude - 
of thy Mercies doſt ſo put away the Sins of thoſe, . 


who truly repent, that thou remembereſt them no more) 


— open 


F 154 1 


open thine Eye of Mercy upon this thy Servant, who moſt 
earneſtly defireth Pardon and Forgiveneſs, Renew in /am 
_ (moſt loving Father) whatſoever hath been decayed by the 
Fraud and Malice of the Devil, or by his own carnal Will 
and Frailneſs; preſerve and continue this ſick Member in 
the Unity of the Church; conſider khzs Contrition, “ accept 
has Tears, aſſwage /s Pain, as ſhall ſeem to Thee moſt ex- 


edient for 4zm. And, foraſmuch as ke putteth is full 
ruſt only in thy Mercy, impute not unto him hs former 
Sins; but ſtrengthen n with thy bleſſed Spirit; and when 


thou art pleaſed to take him hence, take zz unto thy Fa- 


vour, through the Merits of thy moſt dearly beloved Son 
JEsUs CHRIST our Lord, Amen. 


J Then ſhall the Miniſter ſay this Pſalm. 
In te Domaine ſperavi, &c. Plal. 71. 


This Seventy-firft Pſalm was written by David in a Time of 
heavy Affliction; probably during thoſe Misfortunes to 
which He was reduced in his old Age by his Son Abſa- 
lom's Rebellion. It 1s expreſſive of his Faith and Truſt 


in Gop, and ſhould be imitated by vs. It contains the 


Grounds, which the ſick Perſon may have to hope tor that 
Favour from GoD, which had been deſired in Prayer. 


1. In Thee, O Lokp, alone my Praying to Thee in this, 
and all my Troubles ſhews J have put my Truſt for Dellver- 


ance, and not in any Creature; let me find thy Favour for 
which I ſeek, and let me never be put to Confuſion by a fad | * 


Dijappointment of my Hopes But rid me out of this Calamny, 
and deliver me from my Fear and Danger, though not for my 


own Merit, yet in thy Righteouſneſs and for thy Sake, who | 7 
haſt Has 7 to Help thoſe, who call on Thee, I am weah, and | 


ſcarcely able to ſpeak, Stoob down, and incline thine Ear un- 
to me; and ſave me. | 


2. There is none upon Earth can help me, Be thou my 
ſtrong Hold, whereunto I may always reſort; and eſpecially | 7 
| | nou 

* The Miniſter, who viſits the ſick muſt be the beſt Judge when 21/117 
can be applied without any Alteration to the Caſe of the Perſon whom | ? 
he may attend, | MY 
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” Help me, and by Faith I rely on Thee, for thou art my Houſe 
the © of Defence and my Callle, and now 1 have more Need than | 
il er to fly unto 1hee. | 
— 3 3. Satan would now drive me to Deſpair, and his In ſtru- | 
oo. rents would diſcourage me, deliver me now therefore, O my q 
uli Cop, out of the Hand of the ungodly, of the wicked one. i 
5 | { (Ephes, vi. 16.) and out of the Power of thoſe he employs, even 1 
et of the Hand of the unrighteous, and cruel Man. z 
Fa- E 4. lam not uniting to die, that I may live with Thee, For 1 
„n thou, O LoRD Gop art the Thing that I long for above 1 
any Ting in tis Mord, Thou art my Hope, even from [ 
my Youth. Un my Youth and beſt State of Tealth, my chtefeſt i 
lobe was to enjoy Thee at laſt, > | 
1 5. Yet if thou ordereft me longer Liſe, I know thou canſt i 
eot preſerve me even in this World, for through Thee have I 4 L 
Sto BY fail and feeble Creature been holden up ever ſince I was | 
bſa- horn: Thou art He, who took me out of my Mother's j 
ruſt Womb, wherean thou hadſt ſormed me; and from my Birth | 
the , wito this latter Period of my Tafe thou haſi preſerued me, elſe 1 
tha! many Calamities and Temptations mught have deſtroyed me, i 
3 therefore My Praile ſhall be always of Thee zu all States and 1 
Conditions, in Sickneſs as well as in Health. I know that ere i. 
his, tons, thou wilt anſwer my Expeflations, either in an happy: | 
LUCT - - Recovery Or d beef. Death, | 1 
2 ad . 6. 1 become, as it were a Monſter, to many: Some | 
muy, | avoid me, becauſe I am Sich, as if I were a ſtrange Monſter 1 
7 ni and others wonder that I can have any Hope left now: But 7: 
wil my ſure Truſt is in Thee, who never fatleſt us in our greateſt 1 
, and 3 Need, aud not in Man, who may want Mill and Power to | 
r un- Leih inc. | | 


— WW 


now when I Rave no other Shelter, Thou haſt promiſed ts 


7. Lord, help me now in this low States: Oh! let my- 
Mouth and my Heart be filled with thy Praiſe; that I may 
be cheerful even in thts fad affhftion, and ſing of thy Glory 
and Honour, which, by doing Good, thou deſerueſt, all the 
Day long; % my Sun ſhall a and my Breath ſhall fail. 


u_my 
crally BY 

1⁰ 
en 1:1 
whom? 


ere res, 


 fince God 
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8 In my beſt State of Health I could not ſubſeſt without thy 


Succour, he therefore Caſt me not away from thy Proteciton 
now I am weak, in the Time of my declining Age. Forſake 


me not when through this grievous Sickueſs my Strength 


faileth me. I have now more Need of thy Help than ever, aud 
in my Weatneſs 1s the proper Time to ſhew thy Sirength. 


9. For now my Heart, as well as my Body, 75 weak, mine 
Enemies, even Satan and evil Men, repreſenting this Sickneſs 
as a juſt Judgment of thine, ſpeak againſt me, as rf I had de- 
ſerued all I ſuffer, and they that lay wait for my Soul take 
their Counſel together. They now conſbire to aſſault me, and 
drive me to Blaſphemy or Deſpair ſaying to each other, and 


ſuggeſting moſt falſely, that GOD has forſaken Him, as ap- | 


pears by has Sufferings. Let us therefore perſecute Him, and 
we ſhall 4% conquer and take Him zu our Snares. For 

as withdrawn has Protection from Him there is 
none ether able or willing to deliver Him fo that we may dl- 


ready reckon Him our Prey. 


10. Thus they trwumph over my Miſery, and hope to diſ, 


 hearten me? but their Inſults and Reproaches ſhall not deprive 


me of my Hope, I will yet pray to Thee, and ſay, Go not far 
from me, O Gop, I know though thou chaſtiſeth me, thou art 


fall my Gor, haſte thee to help me, as they make Haſte to 


hurt me, before my Faith, Hope, and Patience fail; and the 
Mercy will be doubled if thy Grace by a tamely and ſcaſonable 
Succour be not withheld nor delayed in fo fad a Seaſon as this, 


11. Let them be confounded by thy wonderful Drliverance 

of me, and their Hopes periſh, who are againit my dir ed 

oul: Let them be covered with Shame and Diſhonour, 

who ſeek to do me Evil, when they find how bajcly they are 
difappointed, and how certarnly thou art ſtill my Friend, 


12. But if thou ſhou!d defer thy Succour, though they give 
me up for lojt, as for me I am reſolved that I will never mur- 


mur againſt thee, but will patiently abide whatever thou layeſt 


apon me, and A lway endure thy Corr:Ains, how long ſoroer 
5 continue Yea far will T be from dejparrine, that I 
0 bleſs Thee in , A fon, and will praiſe Thee more 

| | frequently 
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— 
frequently and more fervently for the freſh Support, uſich I 
experience every Day, and which I now nee more than ever 1 


d:d in my Health. 


13. Eben while my Calamity is upon me my Mouth ſhall 
daily ſpeak, not of my Merits, but of thy Righteouſneſs, 27: 
fſuccourmg ine as thou haſt proimiſed, wile I am under this 
Trouble, and of thy Salvation, whicia thou granteſt to them 
who put their Truſt in Thee, and aljo of all thy Mercy tor 1 
know no End thereof. I have no Reaſon therefore to ceaſe 
from my Praiſe of Thee, becauſe thou never ceaſeſt thy Mercy 
£0 ne. | 


14. Nor will I only ſhew my Faith by the Praiſes of my 
Lips, but my Actions alſo; for though I have no Strength of 
ny own will go forth to refeſt theſe Foes of mine in the 
Might and Strength of the LORD, who ig and ſhall be my 
Gop, and when I get the Vittogy over theſe diſcouraging Sug - 
geſtions I will make mention of thy Grace, and thy Righte- 
oulneſs, as the only Cauſe of my Safety and Succeſs. 


15. Theſe Leſſons (namely that I am delivered by thy Grace, 
and muſt give the Praiſe to thy Name) Thou O Gop haſt 
taught me by a thouſand Inſlances from my Youth and ſo 
up ever until now, that it is by thy Grace I am 17 27 
all my Trials, therefore on my ſic Bed will I tell thoſe who 
are about me of thy wondrous Works, to me and all thy Ser- 
vants, that they may learn from me to truſt in Thee, and jan 
with me wn thy Praiſe, and giue thy Name all the Glory. 


16. Wherefore ſince I have reſolved to dedicate the Remainder 
of my Life, bs it long or ſhort, to thy Service, Forſike me not 
O God, in mine cld Age, when I am grey-heided, nor in 
any Time when my natural! Powers fail: and ſpare me until I 
have % fully ſhewed thy Strength whzch deliuers thy faithful 
Servants unto this Generation, that they may belteve tut, as 
firmly, as 1, and teach ut to thar Children and that I may ſhew 
thy Power to all them, who are yet for to come, Now un- 
%. 


17. My 


48-3 


17. My Tune ts but ſhort at longeſt, but I wiſh Thou may- 
eſt be praiſed when I am gone; and whether I confider thy Deal- 
engs with me or others, I muji always acknowtedg?, that thy 
Righteouſneſs O Gop, is very high, and worthy of all 
Praiſe, and great Things are they that thou haſt done 27 2 


wonderful Promdence for me, and others. O GoD, who 1s 
like unto Thee, ſo able, and ſo willing to help the miſerable ? 
Both I and all wio know 1hee will ever glorify Thee. Thy 


Viſdom and Truth, thy Bounty and Compayjton are infinite 
and inexprefſuble ; to be fet out only in general, and compre- 
henſive Acknowledgments ; or to be adored in Silence. 


Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghoſt. | | | 
As ut was zn the Beginning, is now, and ever ſhall be, 
Forld without End. Amen. 5 


J Adding this : 


J SAVIOURN of the World, who by thy Croſs and pre- 


cious Blood haſt redeemed us; {ave us and help us, 


we humbly beſecch thee, O LoRD. 


T Then ſhall the Miniſter ſay, 


HE almighty LORD, who is a moſt ſtrong Tower to 
all them, that put their Truſt in him; to whom all 
Things in Heaven, in Earth, and under the Earth, do bow 


and obey, be now and evermore ithy Defence; and make 


Thee know and feel, that there is none other Name under 
Heaven given to Man in whom and through whom thou 
mayeſt receive Health and Salvation, but only the Name of 
our LORD JESUs CHRIST. Amen, 


And after that ſhall ſay, 


NTO Gop's gracious Mercy and Protection we com- 

mit Thee,“ The LORD bleſs Thee, and keep Thee. 

The LORD make his Face to ſhine upon Thee, and be gra- 

cious unto Thee. The Lonrp hit up his Countenance 

upon Thee, and give Thee Peace both now and evermore. 

Amen. | | NE This 

* This is the Bleſſing with which Gop commanded Moſes to bleſs the 
People. See Numbers vi, 24. 
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This ORDER for the Viſitation of the ſick was com- 
poled for the Geieraltty of ſick Perſons. But it would be 
ufcleis to ſome. As for Inſtance, | 

1. To Children for Want of Age to underſtand it. 

2, To thoſe, who are in ſuch a State of Weakneſs as to 
have ſcarcely any Hope of Recovery, and being ten in- 
capable of receiving: either the Advantage or Comfort, 
which this ORDER nught otherwile give. | 

3. To thoſe, who are on the Point of Departure. 

4. To thoſe who are troubled in Mind. 

The four following Prayers were therefore added in the 
jaſt Review of the Liturgy. 


J 4 Prayer for a fick Child. 


C YAlmighty Gop and merciful Father, to whom alone, 


belong the Iſſues of Lite and Death; look down. 
from Heaven, we humbly beſeech Thee, with the Eyes of 
Mercy upon this Child now lying upon the Bed of Sick- 
neſs: Viſit 4zm, O Lokp, with thy Salvation; deliver 
hum in thy good appointed Time from /s bodily Pain, and 
{ave his Soul for thy Mercies Sake: That if it thall be thy 
Pleaſure to prolong hrs Days here on Earth, ke may live to 
Thee, and be an Inſtrument of thy Glory, by ſerving Thee 
faithfully, and doing Good in /zs Generation; or elſe re- 
ceive him into thoſe heavenly Habitations, where the Souls 


ok them that ſleep in the LORD JESUS enjoy perpetual 


Reſt and Felicity. Grant this, O Lok p, for thy Mercies 
Sake, in the ſame thy Son our LORD IE SUS CHRIST, 
who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the HOLY GHOST, 
ever one Go p, World without End. Aen. 


7 4 Prayer with a fick Perſon for devine Support when there 
appears but ſmall Hope of Recovery. 


ATHER of Mercies, and Gop of all Comfort, our 
only Help in Time of Need; we fly unto Thee for 


Succour in Behalf of this thy Servant, here lying under thy 


Hand in great Weakneſs of Body. Look gractoully upon 
him, O LoRD; and the more the outward Man decayeth, 
ſtrengthen kim we beſeech Thee, ſo much the more conn 
2 | nually 


ES 


17. My Time ts but ſhort at longeſt, but I wifh Thou may- 
ejt be prazſed when I am gone; and whether I con ſeder thy Deal- 
mngs with me or others, I muſt always acknowledge, that thy 
Righteouſneſs O God, is very high, and worthy of all 
Prazſe, and great Things are they that thou haſt done 27 7/y 
wonderful Providence for me, and others. O GoD, who 1s 
like unto Thee, fo avle, and fo willing to help the miſerable ? 
Both I and all who know Thee will ever glorify Thee. Thy 
Wiſdom and Truth, thy Bounty and Compaſſion are infinite 
and mexprefhible ; to be ſet out only in general; and compre- 
henſive Acknowledgments ; or to be adored in Silence. 


Glory he to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghoſt. = — | | 
As ut was mm the Beginning, is now, and ever ſhall be, 
Vorld without End. Amen. 
J Ading this : 


SAVIOUR ofthe World, who by thy Croſs and pre- 
cious Blood haſt redcemed us; ſave us and help us, 
we humbly beſecch 'l hee, O LoRD. 5 


ET Then ſhall the Miniſter ſay, 


HE almightv LoR D, who is a moſt ſtrong Tower to 


all them, that piit their Truſt in him; to whom all 


Things in Heaven, in Earth, and under the Earth, do bow 


and obey, be now and evermore thy Defence; and make 

Thee know and feel, that there is none other Name under 

Heaven given to Man in whom and through whom thou 

mayeſt receive Health and Salvation, but only the Name of 
our LoRD JESUS CHRIST. Amen. | 


© Aud after that ſhall ſay, 


TED Gop's gracious Mercy and Protection we com- 
mit Thee,“ The LORD bleſs Thee, and keep Thee. 
The LORD make his Face to ſhine upon Thee, and be gra— 
cious unto Thee. The Lonrp hit up his Countenance 
upon Thee, and give Thee Peace both now and evermore. 


Amen. | | This 


* This is the Bleſſing with which Gop commanded Moſes to bleſs the 
People. See Numbers vi, 24. 
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This ORDER for tlie Wiſitation of the ſick was com- 
poſed for the Geierality of fick Perſons. But it would be 
uſcleis to ſome. As for Inſtance, 

1, To Children for Want of Age to underſtand it. 

2, To thoſe, who are in ſuch a State of Weakneſs as to 
have ſcarcely any Hope of Recovery, and being then in- 
capable of recerving either the Advantage or Comfort, 
which this ORDER might otherwile give. 

3. To thoſe, who are on the Point of Departure. 

4. To thoſe who are troubled in Mind. | 

The four following Prayers were therefore added in the 
aſt Review of the Liturgy. : 


YA Prayer for a fich Child. 


Almighty Go and merciful Father, to whom alone, 
belong the Iſſues of Lite and Death; look down 
from Heaven, we humbly beſeech Thee, with the Eyes of 
Mercy upon this Child now lying upon the Bed of Sick- 
neſs: Viſit lzm, O LokRD, with thy Salvation; deliver 
him in thy good appointed Time from /ig bodily Pain, and 
fave his Soul for thy Mercies Sake: That if it thall be thy 
Pleaſure to prolong A Days here on Earth, ke may live to 
Thee, and be an Inſtrument of thy Glory, by ſerving Thee 
faithfully, and doing Good in hzs Generation; or elſe re- 
ceive him into thoſe heavenly Habitations, where the Souls 
of them that ſleep in the LORD JEsUs-enjoy perpetual 
Reſt and Felicity. Grant this, O Lok p, for thy Mercies 
Sake, in the ſame thy Son our LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
who liveth and reigneih with Thee and the HOLY GHOST, 
ever one GoD, World without End. Amen, 


7 4 Prayer with a fick Perſon for divine Support when there 
appears but ſmall Hope of Recovery. 


ATHER of Mercies, and Gop of all Comfort, our 
| only Help in Time of Need; we fly unto Thee for 
Succour in Behalf of this thy Servant, here lying under thy 
Hand in great Weakneſs of Body. Look graciouſly upon 
Jim, O LorRD; and the more the outward Man decayeth, 
ſtrengthen him we beſeech Thee, ſo much the more 2 
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nually with thy Grace and Holy Spirit in the inner Man. 
Give him unfeigned Repentance for all the Errors of /zs Lite 
paſt, and ſtedfaſt Faiti in thy Son JESUS, that hes Sins 
may be done away by thy Mercy, and , Pardon ſealed in 
Heaven, before Ile go hence, and be no more ſeen. We 
know, O Lov, that there is no Word impoſſible with 
Thee; and that, if Thou wilt, thou canſt even yet raiſe /2 
up, and grant fm a longer Continuance amongſt us. Yet 
foraſmnch as in all Appearance the Time of /, Diſſolution 
draweth near, ſo fit and prepare ue we beleech Thee, 
againſt the Hour of Death, that, after v Departure hence 
in Peace, and in thy Favour, Ae Soul may be received into 
thine everlaſting Kingdom, through the Merits and Media- 
tion of JESUS CHRIST thine only Son, our Lord and 


Saviour. Amen. 


1 A commendatory Prayer for a fick Perſon at the Point of * 


Departure. 


| LMIGHTY Gor, with whom the Spirits of juſt 

Men made perlect hve, after they are delivered from 
their earthly Prilons; we humbly commend the Soul of 
this thy Servant, our dear /ro7er, into thy Hands, as into 
the Hands of a faithful Creator, and moſt mercitul Saviour; 
moſt humbly beſecching Thee that it may be precious in 
thy Sight. Waſh it, we pray Thee, in the Blood of that 
immaculate Lamb, that was fl-in to take away the Sins of 
the World; that, whatſo>ver Defilements it may have con- 
trated n the midſt of thus miſerable and naughty World, 


through the Luſts of the Fleſh, or the Wiles of Satan, be- 
ing purged and done away, it may be preſented pure and 


without Spot beioro Thee: And teach us who ſurvive, in 


this and other like cwly Spettacles of Mortality, to ſee how - 


frail and uncertain our own Condition is; and ſo to num- 
ber cur Days, thai we may ſerioufly apply our Hearts to 


thac holy and heaventy Wiſdom, winlft we hve here, which 


may in die Eud bring us to Lite everlalling, through the 
. 2 KG "6, 4 : . _ : N 
Merits of ESU CHKIST thine only Son our Lord, Amen. 
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e Þ © 4 Prayer for Perſons troubled in Mind or in Conſcience. 
= | | | | 
— LESSED Lord, the Father of Mercies, and the GoD iþ 
e of all Comforts, we beſeech Thee look down in Pity il 


1 | and Compaſlion upon this thy afflicted Servant. Thou 
| writeſt bitter Things againſt kim, and makeſt 4zm to poſſeſs 

t | is former Iniquities; thy Wrath heth hard upon hz, and 
© is Soul is full of Trouble: But O merciful Gop, who 

, haſt written thy holy Word for our Learning, that we 


e | through Patience and Comfort of thy holy Scriptures might 
o Þ| tave Hope; give him a right Underſtanding of hzmſelf, and 
of thy Threats and Promiſes, that he may neither caſt away 
Vis Confidence in Thee, nor place it any where but in Thee. 
= Gwe 14 Strength againſt all Yes Temptations, and heal all 
|} 425 Diſtempers. Break not the bruiſed Reed, nor quench 


the ſmoaking Flax. Shut not up thy tender Mercies in 
= Diiplealure; but make im to hear of Joy and Gladneſs, 
that the Bones which thou haſt broken may rejoice. De- 
t |: liver az from Fear of the Enemy, and lift up the Light 

ok thy Countenance upon uin, and give him Peace through 
ft Bl = Merits and Mediation of JESUS CHRIST our Lord. 
Oo [| Amen, 


12 

| THE COMMUNION OF THE SICK. 

J. 4 Foraſmuch as all mortal men be ſubject to many ſudten perils, 
> | aijeaſes, and ſichneſſes, and ever uncertain what time they 
d Hall depart out of this life ; therefore, to the intent they may 
n | Ve always in a readineſs to die, whenſorver it ſhall pleaſe Al- 
w " mighty God to call them, the Curates ſhall diligently from 
1 time to time (but eſpecially in the time of peſtilence, or other 


o | rnfeftinus ſickneſs) exhort their Pariſboners to the often re- 


h 


„ . cerving of the Holy Communion of the Body and Blood of our 
Saviour Chriſt, when it ſhall be pablickly adminiſtered inthe 
. Church, that ſo doing, they may in caſe of fudden v1/ttation 

have the leſs cauje to be diſquicted for lack of the ſame. But 
if the fick perſon be not able to come to the Church, and 
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yet is defirons to receive the Communien in his houſe ; then 


he muſt give timely notice to the Curate, ſignifying alſo how 


many there are to communicate with him, (which ſhall be 
three, or two at leaſt) and having a convenient place in the 
Sick man's houſe, with all things neceſſary ſo prepared, that 
the Curate, may reverently miniſter, he fhall there celebrate 
the Holy Communion, beginning with the Collect, Epiſtle, 
and Goſpel here following. | 


Tie Collect. 


Lmighty, ever-living Gop, Maker of Mankind, who 
doſt correct thoſe whom thou doſt love, and chaſtiſe 
every one whom thou doſt receive; we beſeech Thee 
to have Mercy upon this thy Servant, viſited with thine 
Hand; and to grant that e may take his Sickneſs patiently, 
and recover s bodily Health, if it be thy gracious Will; 
and whenſoever kts Soul ſhall depart from the Body, it may 
be without Spot preſented unto Thee, through JESUS 


CHRIST our Lord. Amen. 
The Epiſtle. Heb. xii. 5. 


Y Son, deſpiſe not thou the Chaſtening of the LoRp, 

nor faint when thou art rebuked of him. For whom 

the LoR D loveth he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every Son 
whom he receiveth. EE. 


The Goſpel. St. John v. 24. 
. verily, I ſay unto you, He that heareth my 


Word, and believeth on him that ſent me, hath ever- 


laſting Life, and ſhall not come into Condemnation ; but iu 


paſſed from Death unto Life. 


q After which the Prieſt ſhall proceed according to the form 5 5 


preſcribed for the Holy Communion, beginning at theſt 1 


Mords [Ye that do truly, Sc.] 
| T4 


Very en 


"en 


9w 

be 
the 
bat 
ate 


Ue, 


vho 
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hee 
une 
tly, 
ill; 
nay 
SUS 


RD, 
10m 


Son 


my 


Ver- 


5 | | 16g | 


e A the time of the diſtribution of the Floly Sacrament, the 


Prieft ſhall firſt receive the Communion himjelf, and after 
miniſter unto them that are appointed to communicate with 


the ſick, and laſt of all to the fuck perſon. 


17 
: 

Tt 
5 


& but if a man, either by reaſon of extremity of ſickneſs, or 

fer want of warning in due time to the Curate, or for lack 
* of C:mpany to receive with him, or by any other juſt impedi- 
* ment, do not receive the Sacrament of Chriſt's Body and 
* Blood, the Curate fhall inftru#t him, that, if he do truly 
repent Dm of his fins, and fiedfaſtly beiieve that Feſus Chriſt 
bath ſuffered death upon the croſs for him, and ſhed his 
Blood jor his redemption, earneſtiy remembering the benefits 
he hath thereby, and giving him hearty thanks therefore 
he dith eat and drink the Body ani Blood of our Saviour 
Chrifl profitably to his foul's health, although he do not 
receive the Sacrament with his Mouth. 


[: 
. 
1 
8 
: 
1 5 


q Men the ſick perſon is viſited, and receiveth the Holy Cam- 
munion all at one time, then the Prieſt, for more expedition, 
all cut off the form of tbe viſitation at the Pſalm In thee, 
O Lord, have I put my truſt, &c.] and go ſtrait to the 
7 Communion, 5 

. In the time of the plague, ſweat, or ſuch other like conta- 
= tous times of ſickneſs or diſeaſes, when none of the Pa- 
rith or Neighbours can be gotten to communicate with the 


el in their houſes, for fear of the infection, upon ſpecial 
with him, 


4 The only Self examination judged abſolutely neceſſary by St. 
; Paul preparatory to receiving the Sacrament, 
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as neceſſary and ſufficient, is ſuch a Conſideration of the 


Inſtitution itſelf, as may ſatisfy and aſſure us, that we come 


to the LoRD's Supper, as his ſincere Diſciples; reſolved to 
eat and drink in a religious Remembrance ot Him; or with 


Diſpoſitions and a Behaviour worthy of (or ſuitable to) the 


Deſign of this holy Rite. 


A real Chriftian needs not any 3 of Time to aſſure 


his Heart of his: Neither can the Opportunities of this 
Solemnity come ſo ſuddenly upon Him, but that He may 
certainly know himſelf to be prepared in this abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary Senſe. Let it be remembered, thatT am now ſpeak- 
ing of what is ab/olutdy neceſſary. This is not deſigned to 
enfinuale, nor does it in the leaſt zmply, that Chriſtians may 


not wilely chaſe to ſpend a longer Time in religious Conſi- 
deration and Prayer, juſt before their coming to the Com- 


munion, if they think it of more Advantage to them to do 
it on thts Occaſion than on any other. But again I ſay this 
ought not to be inculcated on them as a Preparation neceſſary 
before their coming to the Sacrament, leſt the Want of ſo 
much more Time ſhould either prevent their Attendance on 
this Duty, or diſturb the Minds of them, who have with 
truly Chriſtian Affections attended upon it without any 
particular Preparation. Such a Preparation 1s, and always 
muſt be, of great Uſe to Chriſtians. But we are not to con- 


found Duties, and make that peculiar to the Sacrament, 


which was never made pecuhar to it by CHRIST, or his 


| Apoſtles; and which is proper for every Seaſon of our 


Time, and every Part of our Life ; and which would have 
been equally a Duty whether it had pleaſed our LORD to 
inſtitute the Sacrament, or not. 


1 Then ſhall the Prieſt ſay to them that come to receive the holy 
Commumon | 


Y E that do truly and earneſtly repent you of your ſins, 
and are in love and charity with your neighbour, and 


intend to lead a new life, following the commandments ot 


God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways, draw 
near with faith, and take his holy Sacrament to your com- 
fort; and make your humble confeſſion to Almighty God, 


meekly kneeling upon your knees, 


qd Then 
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4 7hen ſhall this general Confefon be made, in the Name of all 


thoſe, ihat are minded to recerve the holy Communion, by one 


of the Miniſters, both he and all the People kneeling humbly 
upon their Knees, and ſaying ; FP 


1 A Lon Gov, Father of our LORD JEsUs CHRIST, 

AX Maker of all Things, Judge ot a:i Men, we acknow- 

ledge and bewail our manifold Sins and Wickedneſs, which 

we from Time to Time moſt grievouſly have committed by 

Thought, Word, and Deed, againſt thy divine Majeſty ; pro- 
2 voking moſt juſtly thy Wrath and Indignation againſt us. 


([ Can you ſay theſe W ords truly {rom your heart, to that 
God who is the Searcher of Hearts? Can you lay tarther | 


A 
8 


Me do earneſtly repent, and are heartily ſorry for theſe our 
Miſdoings:“ The Remembrance of them 1s grievous unto 
zus: The Burden of them is intolerable. 


Do you readily think that your Sins thus deſerve Gop's 
Wrath and Indignation againſt you, as you here confeſs ? 
Do you expect any Pardon, except from the free, unde- 
ſerved Mercy of Gop, through the Blood of a Redeemer 

on the Terms of the Goſpel? | 

Do you intreat GoD for that Mercy, as earneſtly as a con- 
demned Criminal begs for Mercy of his Judge? 

And as your Repentance can make no ſatisfaction to 
= Gop's Juſtice for your Sins, any more than the Repentance 
ok a condemned Criminal can clear Him from the Sentence 
of the Law, do you hope lor Mercy only as purchaſed by 
the Death of CHRIST for your Sins? us 
And in this Hope can you ſay with the deepeſt Humility 
gol Soul, | | 

5 Have 


Who, that comes to the ſacramental Table, can ever after ſuch a 
= Confeſſion, as this, talk of his Goodneſs, or dare to think hrghly of him- 
ſelf? Can Words be penn'd more ſtrongly, or can any Expreſſions tpeak 
more emphatically the Contrition and Humiliation of a Sinner before an 
galmighty Fudge? Let us not preſume to take them in our Months, nor 
con ſeſs, that we have been grievoufly wicked in Thought. Word, o: ited, 
zunleſs we have well examin'd, and *© judg'd ourſelves,” that ſo we may 
not be © judg'd of the Lord;” unleſs we have fthimly reſolved to lead a new 
Life, and to ſeck by true Repentance and Faith for Pardon aud Acceptance 
Ahrough JESUS CAHRLST. | 
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Have Mercy upon us, have Mercy upon us, moſt mer. 


citul Father. 
Sake, forgive us all that is paſt ? 


Do you in good Earneſt deſire what you pray for, whe 
you pray to Goi D, | | 


And grant that we may ever hereafter ſerve and pen 
thee in Newneſs of Life, to the Honour and Glory of tinf 
Name, thro' JESUS CuRIsST our Lok D? 


Do you heartily deſire to ſerve e and pleaſe Gov i in New. 


nels of Life, if he ſhould reſtore you to Health? - 
Is there no favourite Sin, which you deſire to keep if vol 


recover ? : 
Is there any Sin, which you do not reſolve by Cor 


Grace to avoide ? 


Is there any Duty, which you do not reſolve by. Gov 5 


Grace to do ? 
Is it your Heart's Deſire to ſerve and pleaſe GoD in Neb 
neſs of Life? 1 

Is it your firm Reſolution to do this, depending on 4 \ 
Help of GoD to enable you to fulfil theſe Reſolutions ? 1 

If you cannot at preſent make this with Sincerity, d 
earneſtly pray to Go to give you this Diſpoſition. f 

Endeavour to obtain it not only by Prayer, but by gr: 
Diligence, and conſtant Meditation. 

It you have Reaſon to hope that you have already 
humble, penitent, and obedient Heart, then — th 
Conteſhon with the greateſt Reverence. f 

Recollect, as w ell as you can, what Sins you have cf 
mitted in tlie whole Courſe of your Lives. 

What Duties you have omztled. 

See that there is no Sin of which you have not repente! 

Reſolve by the Grace of Gop never wiltully to offt 
him, and obey his Will in every Reſpect without Exce 
tion. 

Conſider what has been ſaid with the greateſt Seriouſnt 
And may GoD give his Bleſſing, and ſo direct andi 
your Hearts, that you may be truly prepared for Lite, or | 
Death. [See Romans xiv. 8. 


Ci 


For thy Son our Lord Jzsus CHR1s1þ 
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0 Then ſhall the Pri:ſt (or the Biſhop, being preſent ) and up, 
and burning hamſelf to the People, pronounce ths Abſolution ; 


LMIGHTY Gov, our heavenly Father, who of his 
great Mercy hath promiſed Forgiveneſs of Sins to all 
them, that with hearty Repentance and true Faith turn un- 
to him ; have Mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you 
from all your Sins, confirm and ſtrengthen you in all Good- 
neſs, and bring you to everlaſting Lite, through JESUS 
CHRIST our LORD. men. 


J Then fhall the Prieſt jay, 


Hear what comfortable Words our Saviour CHRIST faith 


unto all that truly-turn to him: 


OME unto me, all ye that travel, and are heavy laden 
and I will refreſh you. Math. xi. 28. 7 


So GoD loved the World, that he gave his only begotten 


Son, to the End that all, that believe in Him, 


| 8 . ſhould not 
periſh, but have everlaſting Life. John iii. 16. 


| Hear alſo what St. Paul ſaith: 
This is a true Saying, and worthy of all Men fo he re. 
ceived, that CHRIST JESUS came into the World to fave 
Sinners. 1 Tim. i. 15. a | 


Hear alſo what St. John faith : 
If any Man ſin, we have an Advocate with the Father, 


ns CHRIST the Righteous: And he is the Propitiation 


or our Sins. 1 John ii. 1, 2. 
4 After wich the Prieſt ſhall proceed, ſaying, 


Liit up your Hearts. 

Anſw. We lift them up unto the LORD. 

Prieſt. Let us give Thanks unto our LORD Gop. 
Anſw. It is meet and right ſo to do. h 


J Then 
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I Then ſhall the Preejt turn to the Lord 3 Table, and fay, 


TT is very meet, right and our hounden Duty, that we , 
ſhould at all Times, and in all Places, give Thanks unto Þ Gl 
thee, O Lord. * Holy Father, Almighty, everlaſting God.“ 
* Theſe Words | Holy Father] muſt be omitted on Trinity Sunday, 


Here hall follow the proper Preface, according to the Time, 1 
if there be any ſpectally appointed ; or elſe immediately hall dow 
follow, | | . 


HEREFORE with Angels and Archangels, and with lead 

oh all the Company of Heaven, we laud and magnity thy! Lan 

glorious Name; evermore praiſing thee, and ſaying, Holy, Þ prea 
holy, holy, LoxD GoD of Hoſts, Heaven and Earth are full brou 

of thy Glory: Glory be to thee, O Lok D moſt High. Amen. true 


The. 

4 Proper Prefaces. 7 
J Upon Chrijimas-day, and ſeven Days after : N M 
Ecauſe thou didſt give IE SUS CHRIST thine only Son , 
to be born, as at this 1ime, for us: who by the Oper— of ; 
ation of the Holy Ghoſt was made very Man, of the Sub— 3 = 
ce 


ſtance of the Virgin Mary his Mother, and that without Spot 
ok Sin, to make us clean from all Sin.—T 'kerefore with bo Ty 
1d 


Angels, Sc. ” . 
95 | | = 7! 
J Upon Eaſter-day, and ſeven Days ajter : | tas 
UT chiefly weare hound to praiſe thee for the glorious f \ * 
Reſurrection of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ; for he Hin thy 
is the very Paſcal Lamb which was offered for us, and hath much 
taken away the Sin of the World; who by his Death hath thou 
deſtroyed Death, and by his riſing to life again, hath re. Mercy 
ſtored to us everlaſting Lite, Therefore with Angels, Sc. Mig, © 


* 
1 Upon Ajcenfion-day, and ſeven Days after : 
"T*Hrough thy moſt dearly beloved Son, IESUS CHRIST 
our LORD: Why after his glorious Reſurrection man- 
| fe ſilv 14 „ 
co; g f The 


| 5 La) 
* feltly appeared to his Apoſtles, and in their Sight aſcended 
I up into Heaven to prepare a Place tor us; that where he 
we þ 55, thither we might alſo aſcend, and reign with him in 


nt} Glory. Therefore with Angels, Sc. | 
50d, an J. Upon Wintſunday, and fix Day after - 


: HROUGH JESUS CurisT our LokD: according 
ime, to whoſe moſt true Promiſe, the Holy Ghoſt came 
ſhall down, as at this time, from Heaven, with a ſudden great 

Sound, as it had been a mighty Wind, in the Likeneſs of fiery 
* Tongues, lighting upon the Apoſtles, to teach them, and to 
with Þ lead them into all Truth; giving them both the Gift of divers 
- thy Þ Languages, and alſo Boldneſs with tervent Zeal, conſtantly to 
loly, Þ preach the Goſpel unto all Nations; whereby we have been 
full brought out of Barkneſs and Error into the clear Light and 
men. true Knowledge of Thee, and of thy Son JEsUs CHRIST. 

Therefore with Angels, Sc. | | 


© Upon the Teaſi of Trinity only, 


\ \ T HO art one GoD, one Log D; not one only Perſon, 
| but three Perſons in one Subſtance. For that which 


E Q 2 . . . 4 
3 ve believe of the Glory of the Father, the ſame we believe 
g ot che Son, and of the HOLY GHosr, without any Differ- 
Sub- mo | | 

Spot ence or Inequality, Therefore with Angels, Sc. 


with Wa Then ſhall the Era kneeling down at the Lord's Table, ſay 
in the Name of all them, that ſhall receive the Communion, 


. ths Prayer following : | 
. \ \ E do not preſume to come to this thy Table, O mer- 


Orious BW ciful LoRD, truſting in our own Righteouſneſs, but 
for he {Min thy manifold and great Mercies. We are not worthy ſo 
d hath much as to gather up the Crumbs under thy Table: But 
b hat chou art the ſame Lok D, whoſe Property is always to have 


th re- 


8 Mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious LORD, ſo to eat the 
2 


Meſh of thy dear Son JESUS CHRIST, and to drink his 
Blood, that our ſinful Bodies may be made clean by his 
zody, and our Souls waſhed through his moſt precious 
Blood; and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in 
Is. Amen.“ : 1 Eten 


9 


[RIST 


man 


rav 1 K . ._ - o " * E 
ens | The conduding Part of this Prayer (in which we acknowledge Our. 


=. 


YT When the Prieſt, flanding before the Table, hath ſo ordered 
the Bread and Wine, that he may with the more Readineſs 
and Decency break the Bread before the People, and take the 
Cup into his Hands, he ſhall jay the Prayer of Conſecradiont, 
as followeth : Tk | 


A LMIGHTY Gov, our heavenly Father, who of thy 

tender Mercy didſt give thine only Son JESUS 
CHRIST to ſuffer Death upon the Croſs for our Redemp- 
tion; who made there (by his one Oblation of himſelf once 
offered) a full, perfect, and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation, 
and Satisfaction for the Sins of the whole World; and did 


inſtitute, and in his holy Goſpel command us to continue a Þ 
perpetual Memory of that his precious Death, until his com- 


ing again; Hear us, O merciful Father, we moſt huribly be- 
ſeech thee; and grant, that we receiving theſe thy Creatures 
of Bread and Wine, according to thy Son our Saviour | E- 
SUS Curisrt's holy Inſtitution, in Remembrance of his 
Death and Paſſion, may be Partakers of his moſt bleſſed 
Body and Blood: Who in the fame Night (a) Here the Prieſt 
that he was betrayed [a] took Bread; and * on I Fates 
when he had given Thanks, [] he brake 18 N 1 
it; and gave it to his Diſciples, ſaying, Take break the Bread. 
| eat; 


( 


ſelves unworthy of Gop's Favour, and profeſs our Dependence on his 
great Mercy for our Acceptance) is expreſſed in a figurative Manner. The 


eaning of which, by our Redemption from Sin, is that ot Bodies are 


made clean by CnAIST's Body, and our Souls wafh'd through his moi 
precious Blood, and by the Influence of his Doctrine on us to obey al! 
the Laws of Gov. And eating his Flee, (or Body) and dri:king hi: 
Blood tend to purify and cleanſe our Souls from Sin, whilſt by Faith we 
Look at Currsrt, and meditate on the Atonement He has made for us.— 
This is to be done in Remembrance of that Maſter, whoſe Religion was 
defigned, in the whole Tenour of it, to engage us to ** cleanſe Out- 
* ſelves from all Filthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit, by perfecting Holinels 


ia the Fear of Goo.” [2 Cor. vii. i.] 


+ This Praver is fo fram'd, that the Communicants are ſuppoſed to join 
in the one only Petition in it, which is evidently formed on the original De- 
ſign of this holy Inſtitution, and very properly placed here, juſt be fore 
the Acts of receiving the Bread and Wine In this Praycr all the Com- 
municants are taught to ſay. ** Hear us, O merciful Father, we moſt hunt: 
ce beſcech thee, and grant, that we receiving theſe thy Creatures of Bread and 
« Fine, according to thy Son our Saviour JEsUs CuRisT's holy Tnſiitution, 
« tn Remembrance of las Death and Paſſeon, ray be Partakers of his moſt ble 
4 Body and Blood.“ . | . 
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| 1 -- 
eat; [e] this is my Body which is given for {c) And hereto /ay 
you: Do this in Remembrance of me. is Hand upon all tle 


Likewiſe after Supper [d] he took the a) Here 1 


Cup; and when he had given Thanks, he +14: the Cup into hi; 
gave it to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of Hard. 

this; for this [e] is my Blood of the New le), Ard here to lay 
Teſtament,* Which is ſhed for you and for 2 2 2 
many, for the Remiſſion of Sins: Do this, „ bw 4 which 
as oft as ye ſhall drink it, in Remembrance there is any Wine to 
of me. Amen. 5 be conſecrated. 


T Then ſrall the Miniſter firſt receive the Communion in both 
Kinds hamelf, and then proceed to deliver the ſame to the Bi- 
Jhops, Preejts and Deacons in {the Manner ( 9 be preſent} 
and after that to the People alſo in Order, into ther Hands, 
all meekly kneeling. And when he deliveretſi the Bread to any 


one, he fhaſl ſay, 


TJ HE Body of our LoRDIESUVS CHRIST, which was 
g1ven tor thee, preſerve thy Body and Soul unto ever- 


Illing Life. Take and eat this, in Remembrance that 


C1RIST died for thee, and feed on him in thy Heart by 
raith with Thankſgiving, 
And the Miniſter that deltvereth the Cupto any one, ſuall ſay, 


"HE Blood of our Lord JEsUs CHRIST, which was 
* ſhed for thee, preſerve thy Body and Soul unto ever- 
„ag Lite, Drink this in Remembrance that CurisT's 


100d was ſhed for thee, and be thankful. | 


Tz 7 


The New Teſtament is properly a royal Grant, which Gop conde- 
icends to make to us, his finful Creatures, in Jzsv's CHRIST. It is called 
a Covenant likewiſe; not becauſe of our Conſenting to it, but becauſe of 
e declaring his own royal Mind and Good-will in a Way of Promiſe, 
and Engagement to perform it. [See Gen. ix. 9, 10 and 11.—Gen. xi. 
1, 2 and g. — Gen. xvit. 1—8 ] Yet inaſmuch as this Grant is not effee- 
tua to the Salvation of any, who do not believe it and love it, there js 
therefore a Conſenting on our Part: without which we remain excluded 
| Wherefore, inaſmuch as the Scripture Grant, 


Covenant, or Jeſtament is Cunts in all his Benefits, (particularly for 
the Purpoſes of Juſtification, Sanctification, and Glori fication) our Be- 
lief and Love of this Way of Salvation, and real Submiſſion to it are 
abſolutely meceilary to our effeQually receiving the Benefit of God's 


Covenant. 


: ** 9 
4 + « a 


L 

The Duty of Thankfulneſs for the Privilege of receiving the 
Sacrament, and an Illuſtration of the IVords, by which the 
Bread and Mine are adn: mfler'd to the Communacants. | 


=— is in the LozD's Supper (1) a Remembrance, (or 
A a Mewing forth) of CHRIST's Death, and (2) like- 
wiſe a Receiving of his Body and Blood by Faith: And it is 
caſy to ſee, that ſuch an Action, conſtder'd in both theſe 
Views, requires to be done with {lan ulneſs. - 


When we meet together, and ſhew forth the Death of 
our LORD, we ſhall undoubtedly glory in the Croſs of 
CHRIST,“ If our Hearts be ſincere in the Profeſſion we 
make; nay the very Teſtimony alſo of our Coniciences, 
that we are ſincere in doing fo, will fill us with great Grati- 
tude and Thankfulneſs to the Giver of all Grace, who we 
ſee, on a Suppoſition of our Sincerity, has delivered us from 
the Power of Satan, and“ tranſlated us into the Kingdom 
* of his dear Son.” Nor is it conceivable, that we can do 
otherwiſe than give Thanks with unfeigned Hearts when the 
Token of CHRIST's Body and Blood is put into our Hands, 
and we find ourſelves aſſur d by it, as of a Goſpel Bleſſings, 


ſo particularly of Grace to put in Practice henceforward the 
public and ſolemn Profeſſion we are making. 


It may be obſerv'd, that the hole of this Action is well 


expreſs' d in the Words pronounc'd by the Miniſter, when 


he gives the conſecrated Elements, Take, eat and drink this 
in Remembrance that CHRIST ated for thee,” This evi- 
dently relates to the jir/t Thing the Remembrance (or ſhew- 
ing forth) of CHRIST's Death; And feed on Ilim in thine 
Heart by Faith,” as plainly relates to the ſecond Thing, re- 
ceiving by Faith CHRIST's Body and Blood :—And then 
comes the third Thing, © Be thankful,” or do this“ with 


* Thankfgiving.” —Theſe Words, as they repreſent the 
whole Deſign of this Ordinance, ſo a Temper and Diſpoſ;- 
tion correſpondent with them is that very Temper in which 


we ought to attend on our LoRD at his Table. 


A full Explanation of theſe Words* will be an Tiluſtra- 


£101 


To theſe Words if we attend with an undiſturbed Mind and fincere 
Application of them to ourlelves, we ſhall ten have partaken of the 
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Damnation to Himſelf”? 


| | L 03 |] 
zien of all that is contained in this ſacred Aclion. Taking the 
Bread, Eating it, and drinking the Wine by a {rue Behever 


is, as if he faid, as follows, 1 take, eat this Bread, and : 


* drink this Mine in Renembrance that CHRIST died, and 
* ſhed hi Blood for ME.“ I hereby declare my ſtedfaſt Be- 
lic, that He, the Son of Gop, has taken away Sin by the Sa- 
criſice of Himſelf, and my Hope and Expettation of his com- 
jung again to be glorified in his Saints, and to be admired in all 
them who believe. I here take this Bread and Wine, and 
eat and drink the ſame in this public Manner, that ail you, 
who are preſent, may take Notice that I belong to JESUS. 
Hereby I declare that I am his Property for ever, and that 
I am determin'd (as I do by this Action engage myſelf in the 
moſt ſolemn and avow'd Manner) to live and act agreeably 
to his Intereſts in Oppoſition to all Things, hearkening to 
his Word, as my on,’ Rule, and wholly ſubmitting mylelt to 
his Vill, as my alone KING and LORD. I am relolved, 
and hereby pròmiſe to ſerve lim, who died for me, IC vin; 
and encouraging his People according to my Power, and 
endeavouring with them io pull down the Kingdom of Sa- 
tan, and proviote and eſtabliſh the Kingdom of CHRIST. 
and, as it is my determin'd Purpole, {us to behave myſelk 
tor the future, (being heartily forry, that I have in Times 
paſt done ſo much agaznſt the Intereſts of CHRIST, and 1 
little for them.) | 


I I there. 


Loxn's Supper agreeably to the Defign of the Inſtitution; and cannot 
therefore de in the Number of thoſe, who may ju be ſaid ** to cat cr 
drink UN WORTHILY, not diſcerning the Loxp's Body,” and 
Blood, in Saint Paul's Senſe: nor have the leaſt Cauſe to fear any of 
thoſe Threateniogs of that Apoſtle, which belong only to fuck, as per. 
vert the Inſtitution. — Moreover his Words ** eateth and drinketh 
ſhould have been tranſlated, Condemnation, or 
Judgment, and do not mean everjaſiing Damnation, as ſome ignorant! 
luppole.————In ſhort, the whole Affair of eating Cuz:1sr's Fleſh, ard 
drinking his Blood unworthily at the Sacramental Table, in Saint Paul's 
Senſe, is confined to the Frame of our Minds, and our Behaviour et the 
very Time of our Performance of this religious Dutv. 1 do not how- 
ever confine the Guilt of Eating and Drinking unworthily to the ſtrict Imi- 
ation of the Corinthian Sinners in one particular Inſtance of their Inde- 
pay | but I think 1t ought to be extended to all Caſes, in which the 
Rae _ 3 draiyn from the Inſtitution itlelf, can by Parity of 


\ 


[2174 ] 

I therefore © feed on him by faith ;” diſcerning his Body | 
and Blood ſignify'd by this Bread broken, and Wine poured 1 
out.— This Bread and Wine I take, eat and drink, as an in- 
| ſtituted Means, by which I ſpiritually receive the Body and 
l | Blood of CHRIST; humbly deſiring to apply the fame to 

| 
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Myſelf to the Quieting of my Conſcience, and to the Confir- 
. mation of my Confidence in Go p; and as a Pledge graciouſly 
| put into my Hands to aſſure me, that, in the Way of my 
oo Duty, and in the Uſe of all znſtituted Means of Grace, my ex- 
alted Maſter will both furniſh me with Grace to fulfil that 
Profeſſion of his Name I am here making, and that He 
will likewiſe own me at the great Day of his Appcarance.— 
Wherefore being thus enabled publickly to acknowledge 
my Belief and Truſt in my dying Saviour, and receiving 
from his Hands this Teſtimony of his Love towards Me, 
* 1 am thankful,” 


I joy fally profeſs his Name, and my Faith, and Hope 
through his Death; and I moſt thankfully receive this Token 
ot his pretent and future Love and Care, I Ha, (and will 
endeavour by a diligent Diſcharge of my Chriflian Duty) 
that this thanktul Frame of Mind may ahede with me all the 
Days of my Lite; particularly in all Times of "Tribulation; | 
and more eſpecially in the Hour of Death (When I ſhall deffre | 
10 look back on the ſolemn tranſaction of this Day with Com- 
fort) and that it may finally iſſue in everlaſting Praiſes to 
Gop and the Rede2mer for ever, and ever, „b 


{ 3 He 0 15 . 


1 If the conſecrated Bread and Ine be all ſpent before all have 
communicated, the Prieſt 15 to conſecrate more according 
to the Form before preſcribed ; beginning at (Our Savi- 
our CHRIST, in the fame Night, Sc.) for the Blæſung of 
the Bread: And at (Likewile after Supper, &c.) for the 
Bleſjing of the Cup. „% 


4 When all have communicated, the Miniſter ſhall return to the 
Lord's Table, and reverently place upon it what remaineth of 
the conſecrated Elements, covering the ſame with a fair linen 


Cloth. 


ARS e oe. m0O0O SS” U—”"D ÞoXVuw 


„ 
Vat 3 CR rg Fe; 


Ny 
—y 


ST Then 


6 PO Va SI i’“ <4 44 n , 
. 3 BI Sh A 2 eg 1 n 


5 
eee en 4 


E e e * e * * 
3 B54, A CN Ce RO Go ttt . FR 
E 33 r 
a TH 1 — [ TY * = * * * 3 A . 


f. 125 ] 


4 Then ſhall the Prieſt ſay the Lord's Prayer, the People re- 


peating after him every Petition. 


UR Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy 
Name; Thy Kingdom come: Thy Will be done in 
Earth as it is in Heaven: Give us this Day our daily 
Bread: And forgive us our Treſpaſſes as we forgive them 
that treſpaſs againſt us; and lead us not into Temptation; 
but deliver us from Evil: For thine is the Kingdom, 
the Power and the Glory, forever and ever, Amen, 


1 After ſhall be ſaid, as followeth. 


\ Lonn and heavenly Father, we thy bumble Servants 
entirely deſire thy Fatherly Goodneis mercifully to 


accept this our Sacrifice of Prariſe and Thankſgrng 5 moſt 


humbly beſeeching thee to grant, that by the Merits and 
Death of thy Son IESUS CHRIST, and through Faith in 
his Blood, we and all thy whole Church may obtain Remiſſion 
of our S1ns, and all other Benefits of his Paſſion. And here we 
offer and preſent unto Thee, O Lox D, Ourſelves, our Souls and 
Bodies, to be a reaſonable, holy, and lively Sacrzfice unto 
thee; humbly beſeeching thee, that al we, who are Partakers 
of this holy Communion, may be fulfilled with thy Grace 
and heavenly Benediction. And although we be unwor- 
thy through our manifold Sins to offer unto thee any Sacri- 
fice: yet we beſeech thee to accept this our bounden Duty 
and Service; not weighing our Merits, but pardoning our- 
Offences, through JEsUs CHRIST our LORD, by whom, 
and with whom, in the Unity of the HOLY Grosr, all 
Honour and Glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, . 
World without End. Amen. | 


\ Remarks on this Prayer. 


The Sacriſices, which alone are here mentioned, are 
the Sacrifice of Praiſe and Thankſgiuing ; and the Sacrifice 
of Ourſelves, as offered and devoted to the Service of GoD 
in a life of Holineſs becoming Chriſtians, who have now 
ſolemnly profeſſed themſelves ſuch. Bok of theſe are called 

| I 4 | Sacrifices 
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Sacrifices in a FIGURATIVE Senſe and both offered by 
all the Communicants.—— The two Petitions here made are 
very proper after this Solemnity.— The one is, not only that 


we, who have now partaken of it, but that the whole Body of 


thoſe, who profeſs themſelves Chr:ſlzans, may (by the Love 
of Gop ſhewn forth to the World in CHRIST ſtsUs, and 
through HIM) be accepted on their ſincere and conſtant En- 
deavours to do his Will, (notwithſtanding their Impertec- 
tions) in ſuch a Manner as to obtain Forgiveneſs of all their 


„ paſt and forſaken Sins, and all other Benefits to which the 
= Sufferings and Death of CHRIST lead his true Followers, or 


procure for them. — The other Petition is, that al we, who 
have, (in Obedience, to our LokD's Command) now par- 
taken of his Supper in a religious Remem&grance of Him, 
may be acceptable to Gop, ſo as to be filled with his Fa- 
vour; and be guided, aſſiſted, and bleſſed by Him in cur 
Chriſtian Courle through /s World to a better, 


Theſe Things are not ſpoken of as ſeal'd to us, or procured 


for us by this fingle Action of partaking worthily of the 


LoRp's Supper, but it is here properly made the Prayer of 
every Chriſtian, that he may in other Parts of his Conduct, 
as well as in Zhzs, be a Chriſtian indeed; and ſ be intitled 
to the Bleſſing and Mercy of Gop in their full Extent, 
through JEsUs CHRIST. Theſe two Points ought to be 
kept gn? they here are) diſtinet; that the Senſe of what is 
neceſſary to Salvation may be preſerved in its ful! Force on 
the Minds of all ſincere Chriſtians, | 


NM. B. There is another Form of Thankſgiving and 


Prayer allowed to be uſed on this Occaſion ; but which, as 


it is very ſeldom read, is here omitted, 
J Then ſhall be ſaid or fung: 


LORY be to Gop on high; and in Earth, Peace, 
Good Will towards Men. We praiſe thee, we bleſs 
thee; we worſhip. thee, we glorify thee, we give Thanks to 
thee for thy great Glory, O LORD Gop, heavenly King, 
Go the Father Almighty. 


O LORD, 


5 
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1 | 
O Lok p, the only begotten Son JEsU CHRIST: O 
LoD Gob, Lamb of Gop, Son of the Father, that ta- 
keſt away the Sins of the World, have Mercy upon us. 


| Thou, that takeſt away the Sins of the World, have Mercy 


upon us. Thou that takeſt away the Sins of the World re- 
ceive our Prayer. Thou that fitteſt at the right Hand of 
GoD the Father, have Mercy upon us. 


For thou only art holy, thou only art theLoRD, thou only 
O CnKR1srT, with the HOLY Gnrosr, art moſt high in 
the Glory of God the Father. Amen. 


4 Then the Prieſt / or Biſhop if he be preſewt) ſhall tet them 
| dA4iepart with this Bleſſing. | | 


| HE Peace. of Gop, which paſſeth all Underſtanding, 
1 keep your Hearts and Minds in the Knowledge and 
Love of GO, andof his Son JESUS CHRIST our LORD: 


And the Bleſſing of Gop Almighty, the Father, the Son 


and the HOLY GHOST, be amongſt you, and remain with 
you always. Amen, : 


A Caution againſt recauing the Sacrament in a careleſs, cuſiom- 


ary Manner, and behaving conſiſtently afterwards. 


The Sacrament of the Lok D's Supper is undoubt- 
edly an uſeful and excellent Ordinance. But a Caution 
againſt receiving it improperly is very neceſſary, as too ma- 
ny, alas! attend it in a careleſs cuſtomary Manner, as if 
they thought it would work like a Charm, and that the ou 
ward Pertornance of the Action would be of Significancy 


to their Salvation, though unattended with Faith, Repent- 
ance, and renewed Obedience. Whoever therefore ap- 


proaches the Communion Table ſhould endeavour to bring 
with Him that Humility and Faith, that Love and Devo- 
tion, which may make his Attendance there acceptable to 
CHRIST, and uſeful to Himſelf. A farther Caution is 
requiſite as too many after they have received the Commu- 


nion do not endeavour (as they ought to do) to carry it in 


their Memories and their Hearts continually: Nor do they 
bear the Calamities of life like thoſe, who have ſeen the Re- 
| — = 1 preſentation 


[ 178 | © 
reſentation of a dying Saviour; who have received ſuch 
Bleſlings from Him; and who lie under ſuch great and ſo- 


lemn Obligations to ſerve Him farthfully during the Re- 
mainder of Life. 1 1 


8 EC TION XI. 


Helps for diſcharging the important Duty of 
3 Prayer properly. 


Helps in Regard to the Manner of praying with the Sick. 


1. Prayers with the- Sick ſhould not be too long, When- 
ever you pray with one, who is an emnent Chriſtian, you 
may 1 add a Petition for the Revival of Religion 
in this degenerate Age; as you may be aſſur'd he will hear- 


tily join with you in it; for good Men have always a Zeal 


for the Increaſe of Religion. 


2. When the ſick Perſon ſeems to be in an unrenew'd 
State, earneſtly pray, that GOD would have Mercy on 
him ;—and give him a little more Lime, that he may repent; 


and that the dreadful Sentence of Condemnation may not 
be pronounc'd againſt him. Suck Petitions have a Ten- 
dency to awaken more than ax expreſs Exhortation. Theſe 


likewiſe may impreſs others, who. are preſent.—A contrary 


Method of praying will tend to harden any By-Stander, who, 


like Him, may be unrenew'd.—Take Care how you call ſuch, 
as theſe, the Servants of GoD. Our Brother (or Siſter) is 
much more proper to be' uſed in praying with ſuch Sort 
of People. | 


3. When you pray with a dying real Chriſtian, ou 
ſhould uſe ſome Petitions expreſſive of his Faith, and of his 
| | Diſpoſition 
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Thipofition towards Gop for his Benefits, As forInſtance, 
you ihvuld Praite 9D for the renewing Grace vouchſafed 


to him; for his Communzon with God in Ordinances; and 


that GoD has enabled him to perſevere to the End, and to 
adorn Religion. Praiſe Gop likewiſe for the Comforts he. 
has receiv'd during his Confinement by Sickneſs; for the 
Serenity and Peace, with which he is looking into the eternal 
World; for the Zope, that, though he dies to vs, he lives to 
GoD; and that we ſhall meet again in Heaven. Theſe are 
ſuitable Petitions and Thankſgivings, which the ſick Perſon: 


may preſent for himſelf, as well as any other, who prays 
at his Bedfide in his Behalf. 4 | 


,” 


Breac 


4. _ not be improper to add a Petition for thoſe 


of the. Fumily, who join with you in Prayer, that they may 


be 1 for the Will of Gop, if he ſhould make a. 


this Viſitation may be ſanctſied; and that thoſe around him 
may be awakened by it to. conſider and prepare for their 6:02 
latter End. | 


in the Family by the Death of the ſick Perſon; that 


* 


But the Uſe of all Prayers for the Sick muſt be diſcretion- 


ary, and left to the judgment of the Miniſter, or ſome 
Chriſtian Friend, in the Application of them. Different 
Fornis will in Z/zs, as well as in all other Cafes, more or leſs 
fait the Mind and Circumſtances of different Perſons; and 
when once Caper has taught any one which Sort ſeems 
moſt to affect the Sufferers, whom he attends, and whom he 


deſires to aſſiſt and improve, he will then need no other or 


better Direction what Prayers to ule. . 


Helps lo. prevent uſing the Words of Prayer without any Influ.. 
| ence on the Heart. 


The Motives of Prayer ſhould be well confided it 18 


highly derogatory to the Honour of Gop, and injurious to 
yourſelf, whenever you pray to Hum in a formal Manner 


with your Lips only, uſing Words without any Meaning. 
You ſhould 1 from an Heart-felt Conviction, that you 


are a miſerable Sinner; — that the Time is ſhort — that 


Death draws ncar that Jndgment is at Hand that Eter- 
| I 6 nity 
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nity is before you ;—that there is no Salvation but in Go 
Mercy through CHRIST. It you thus pray, © you will 
* hereafter be a Partaker of that Faith, which overcometh 


* the World.” (1 John v. 4.) 


The Generality are too ready to take up with the mer? 
Performance of Prayer. When they pray for ſpiritual 
++ Mercies, they do not conſider afterwards, whether Gop 
has granted them, or not. They have a/k'd at the Time for 
* an Increaſe of Faith, Wiſdom, Holineſs, and other Gra- 
ces; and then have ſoon forgotten for what they aſk'd, or 
* neglected to obſerve horw far theſe Petitions have been an- 
* ſwer'd.— When they have requeſted temporal Bleſlings, 
* how little have they conſider d the Hand of Go in grant- 
ng, or the Wildom of GoD in refufing them! Hence 
all the _—_ of their Attainments in divine Things! 


Hence their Subjection to earthly Things! 


Great indeed are the Patience and Love of GOD; yet it 
cannot be ſuppos'd, that ſuck Petitioners will be regarded. — 
Never let us ſo far delude our own Souls, as to beheve, 
that thoſe Prayers will be effectual with Gop, which are 


not uſeful to ourſelves. | 


Helps for Self. Examination on ſome of the Petitions in our 
daily, or occaſional Prayers. 


It may be vey uſeful to many, if ſome of the Petitions in 
their Prayers were turned into Queſtzons; as they would 
then ſee how far they had 19 to have their Petitions ful- 
Klled.—As for Inſtance; I have prayed for the promſed 


Aſſiſtance of Gop's HoLy SPIRIT: Am I condinced of 


my Want of it, and do I ſincerely defire it? — I have pre- 


ſented this Prayer through the Mediation of our Lord IE Sus 


CHRIST: Am I duly ſenſible, that J am not worthy ſo much 


as to aſk Pardon for my Sins, or to preſent any Petition to 
Gop, but through the Mediation of his Son IE SuS 


CHRIST? By ſuch and the like S Exammation in all 
our Prayers, and from the Anſwers faithfully returned by 
N | | our 


+ See Serle's A iſtian Remembrancer, or Short RefleQions on the Faith, 
Life, and Conduct of a real Chriſtian, Page 133, of the ſecond Edition: 
Sold by S. Hazard, Cheap-Street, Bath, Price 2s, Gd. | 
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bur own Hearts to ſuch Queſtzons, as theſe, we ſhall be able 
do form a igt Judgment of the State of our Souls. | 


| Helps to affijt the Sick (or others) in praying to Cod acceptably. 


1. You ſhould be very careful not to trifle in the Pre- 


| ſence of the eternal GoDp, for what does not proceed from 


| the Heart is no Prayer, but rather a Sin. See Pſalm cix. 7. 


2, If you pray without ſome Fixedneſs of Thought and 
Sincerity of Heart, it is, in Effect, taking GoD's Name 
in vain. You ſhould conlider well each Petition, as you 
offer it up; and, if you have not been ſufficiently attentive to 
it, repeat it again and again till your Heart accompanies 
the Words. | 


3. Make ſome Pauſes.— Think what you are about. 
Alk yourſelf is this Prayer ?—Is this a rational, ſpiritual Ser- 
vice? Will Gop be pleaſed with thzs Kind of Worthip ? 
—The formal and cuſtomary Kneeling, the Lifting up the 
Hands and Eyes to Heaven without the Heart, the cold and 
careleſs Uttering of Words are in reality no more than the 
dead Carcaſe of Prayer, and not a laving Sacrifice. 
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4. Fix your Dependence on the Spzrzt of GoD to help 
your Infirmities, which GoD has promzſed to give to thoſe, 
who 4% it. (Luke xi. 13.) And you ſhould in every Act of 
Devotion earneſtly zntreat GoD's Preſence and Aſſiſtance, 
or by a ſhort Ejaculation previous to it. | 
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5. It is of the utmoſt Importance, that in all your Prayers 
you ſhould maintain a helieving Regard to our Lord and Ad- 
vocate JESUS CHRIST, and never loſe Szght of Him. All 
* Bleſſings in Time and Eternity are the Purchaſe of his Blood, 
and to be obtained by his Intercefhon. - No Prayers can 


be acceptable without Faith in his Promiſes; and they muſt 
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| be preſented to GoD through Him, as your Mediator, and 
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through Him you are to expect Mercy. It is e ſentially ne- 
ceſſary, that at the Concluſion of every Prayer, (as you may 
ſee it is in our Liturgy) the Name of CHRIST ſhould be 
„ expreſsly 
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expreſsly mentioned, and the Dependence of the Soul, ſhou! 
certainly be fixed on his Merits, and Interceſſion. 


6. When your Prayer is ended, you ſhould recolle& hoy 
it was perforined, that you may be humbled, or ſatisfied, and 
thankful, as the Caſe ſhall require. GOD may ſometime; 
for a farther trial of your Faith, and other wife Reaſons, dt. 
lay to return an Anſwer to your Prayer, though preſented 
in Sincerity, Faith and Hope: David waited patiently, and 


at Length the LORD Heard Him. See Pſalm xl. 1. Some. 


times you may not pray earneſily enough; or be ſufficrent 
ſenſible of the Requeſt you make ſo as to be very d:firous of 
obtaining 1t.—At other Times you may pray for outwar| 
and temporal Mercies too importunately and .unwarrantahly, 
Sometimes the Mercy you pray for may not be good tor 
you; or probably may not be yet good for you:“ You are 
not therefore to judge of Go D's hearing Prayer by your ng: 
having any zinmediate Anſwer, e 


7. You ſhould hve ſurtablyto your Prayers; and let every 
one ſee, that you are the better for them. It I regard Ini. 
« quity in my Heart, (ſays the Pſalmiſt) the LoR D will nc 
* hear Me.” Pſalm Ixvi. 18.) He that turneth away his 
Ear from hearing the Law, ſays Solomon, even his Prayer 
* ſhall be an Abomination. (Prov. xxviil. 9.) 


8. You will deceive yourſelf if you imagine that any 
Thing but an Increaſe of Hotneſs will effectually prove, that 


o 


you have been with GoD in day Prayer. 


9.. You ſhould conſider, that one great Uſe of Prayer i: 
to produce in you a Diſpoſition to receive Gop's Grace; 
to exerciſe your. Dependence on Gop through a Redeemer; 
—to increaſe your Defires after the Things for which you 


aſk; 


* Gon is alike both good and wiſe, 
| In what he grants and what dentes. 
a Perhaps what Goodneſs g/ozs To-day 
To- morrow Goodneſs takes away, 


Cotton's Vifions,' 


ehen a 
„ 


F . Ferre ee DU 


{ſhould 


ect how 
ed, and 


jetime; 


ns, de. | 


ſented 
5, and 
Some. 
cen 
rOus 0f 
war 
2tably, 
1d tor 
Ju are 
Ur not. 


every 
d Ini. 
11] not 
ay his 
Draper 


it any 
, that 


yer 1! 
Ee ;— 
mer; 
1 you 


aſh; 


J. 


„ 
7 1 7 4 & r 


and obey Him. 


Lg] 
a ;—and to make you ſo ſenſible of your Wants, that you 


may never ceaſe praying for Relief till you have obtained it. 


10. Rememb-r, that, when once the MEANS of Reh- 
Egion are Aiicarte i, tue PRINCIPLES of it will be of u 
longer Continnaice end that, when once you ceaſe to at- 
tend the Vorſhib of GOD, you will foor allo ceaſe to fear, 


The Helps J have here ſu ggeſted will, I hope, contribute to 


qe Pleaſure of your Devotion, ain! make it the Injirument 


of your Growth in Grace, and Fitneſs for Heaven. 


Biſhop Wikins's Sentuments on Prayer. 


The great and good Biſhop Wilkins has obſerved in his 
Treatiſe, intitled 7he-Grft of Prayer, that © Prayer by Book 


floats for the moſt Part too much in General:tzes, and is not har- 


ticular enough for each ſeveral Occaſion. — Many however 


have not acquired the Habit of praying without a Form of 


Prayer : They therefore may occaſionally add in any of the 
Forms they may uſe a few Sentences peculzarly ſuztable to their 
own Circumſtances, or to thoſe ot the ſick Perſon, whom they 
may viſit, I well know plauſible OHjections have been made to 
Forms of Prayer: But this I will venture to aſſert (though 
I admit the Juſtneſs of the Biſhop's Remark) that 1t 1s better 
to pray by a Form than. not to pray at all; and that, if it 
were not for Forms of Prayer, many Perſons would not 
hray at all. They pray indeed in the Words of others, yet 


they may make them heir own, by thoroughly underſtand- 


ing and conſcientiouſly uſing them, as expreſſing her own 
Wants; and when ſuch Forms do not expreſs their Wants 
ſo particularly and fully, as they could wiſh, it is much 
— for them to add a fe Sentences, expreſſive of theſe 


Wants, than to frame whole Prayers: Though even this 


may be done in Iime after they have been accuſtomed to add 
ſome occaſional Sentences. | 


, 


I ſhall oN CLV DE the Whole of this twelfth Sefton by- 


obſerying, that if a Principle of Faith in CHRIST, pour 
| | | IVE 


L 


tive of Love to GOD and Delight in all his Will, be wantirs 
in any Man, ſuch a Man's Prayers and Religion, till 


be added, are va:n. Were we to look on a Corpſe, which 


was not torn in Pieces, nor any Ways disfigured, and to lay, 
Here is the entire Body of a Man: Here are Hands, Feet, 
Eyes, Ears and Lips! Vat can be wanting? It may be 
anſwered, The SOUL is wanting, which ſhould give 
Life to all; and for Want of which even theſe Members, 
complete as they may ſeem, will ſoon moulder znto Duſt. — 
Depend on it Retzgron is never Sincere till it becomes a Plea. 
ſure, To endeavour to compound for as {tle of it as poll 
ble, is a ſure Proof of an zuſincere Heart. He, who thinks 
Himſelf a Chriſtzan, and yet is atraid of going Yoo far in Re- 
ligion, is a Stranger to the firſt Principles of it. There may 
indeed, and there ought to be a CAUTION againſt the 
Extremes of Enthuſiaſm and of Superſtition; but Heſe are 
not RELIGION; and I muſt repeat it again, that for any 
one to guard againſt the moſt eminent Heights and Attain- 
ments in the Chriſtian Religion, as what He would gladly 
omit, and avoid, is a fad Sign of an inſincere Heart. 
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Suitable to ſeveral Circumſtances“ of the Sick, 


and others. 


Ii introdudlory Prayer which may be uſed occafionally before 


any other. 


E This Prayer, which ts defign'd for general Uſe, may oc- 
caſionally be uſed by, or with u fick Perſon ; and will, it is 
to be —_ excice Seriouſneſs, and keep up an holy Natchtal- 
neſs, left Prayer, (that im portanl Duty } ſhould be rendered 
a nere Form of no real Uſe. Such an introduttory Prayer 
ay probably be the Means of preventing us from Sang 
contradicting in our Tempers through the Day the Prayers 
we offer up in the Morning either ſecretly, or in our Families. 
Suck an inconſiſtency has, I fear, greatly contributed to the 

Baniſhment of Family Worſhip from many Families, as 
rf it were a Prattice, which produced no beneticial Effects, 


or were not a Duty incumbent on every Family. 


Who am Duſt, and to the Duſt muſt return, adore Thee, 
O LORD Gop Almighty ; for thou deſerveſt all poſſible 


| Adoration. Thou haſt ſiriflly charged us to take Heed, that 


we draw not nigh to Thee with our om whilſt our Hearts 
are far from Thee. Thou haſt aſſured us that Thou wilt 


oxalt thoſe only who abaſe themſelves, and give Grace only 2 
| | | ine 


* N. B. Many of the {cllowing Prayer: are ſuited to the Circumſtances 
of the Perſons mentioned in the foregoing Sections. As for Inſtance, 
there is a Prayer with one in a bad, in a doubtful, and in a good State; alſo 
with a Formaliſt, &c, and fu of theſe Prayers, as are intended to be 
uſed in the Preſence of the ſick, may by a little Alteration (as by changin 
the firſt Perſon into the third; and He, Him, and His, into She and 10 
be uſed by the ſick Themſelves ; And thofe, which are intended to be uſe 


by the ſick Themſelves, may eafily be / alter'd, as to be proper for a 


* 


Vliniſter (or any other Perſon) to uſe when He prays wit them. 


wm "IR Pore? 
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the humble. Thou art of purer Eyes than to accept our 


Prayers, unleſs they are offered up in Sincerity and in De. 
pendence on the Mediation of JESUS CHRIST the righte. 
ous, the Advocate, and the Propitiation for our Sins. 


_ Now therefore may I have Grace to lift up my Heart to 
Thee with Sincerity, Reverence, Lowlineſs of Mind, and 
a lively Faith in CHRIST, that fo my Worſhip may be ac. 


ceptable to Thee my Gov, comfortable to Myſelf, render 


Me [patient in Sickneſs] an Example to all about Me, and 
promote My res for Thy Kingdom of Glory and Im. 
mortality, through JESUS CHRIST our Lord, Amen. 


A concluding Prayer, winch may be uſed occaſionally after 
any other, | 


LoRD, hear and anſwer the Petitions 1 have now 
made; bleſs and keep Me by Thy Grace and heavenly 
Benediction, that I may be thine and continue thine tor 
ever, and daily increaſe in the Fruits of thy HoLy SPIRIT 


more and more, until I come to thine everlaſting Kingdon, \ 


Let thy mighty Hand and outſtretched Arm, O Lord, Þ 


be this Day my Defence, thy true and holy Word be my 
Inſtruction, thy Grace and HoLy SPIRIT be my Com. 
fort and Support, according to thine abundant Mercy declared 
in CHRIST JESUS our Lord, Amen. 


A Confeſſion of Sin, and Petitions for Pardon. 


1 Confeſs, O Lok p, and /ament before Thee my innumer- 
able Sins, of omiſſion and commiſſion ; © the Pride and 
« Nanghtineſs of my Heart; My Neglect of the Means 
of Grace, and the Hope of Glory; the Violations of my 
Conſcience; the Vanity of my Mind; the Violenceœf my 
Paſſions; the Want of Love to Thee my Gop, and thy Son 


JEsSUs CHRIST, the compaſſionate Redeemer ; the Cold. 


neſs and Wanderings of my Devotions; my Earthly-mind- 
edneſs; my Carnal Security; my Unthankfulneſs amidſt 
_ abundant Mercies; my Impatience in Time of Affliction ; 
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don, \ 

& wel as of Commifhon ;—repent of them ;—pray for Mercy 
and Forgweneſs ;—plead the Promiſes and Atonement of 
# Ciriſt ;—reſolve to reverence, love and obey God ;—1mplore 
lie Aid of the Holy Spirit to firengthen our Keſoluttons j—ex- 
amine how 2 theſe Things are done, or left undone :e 
decply humbl 

de enter not into Temptation ; (Mat. xxvi. 41.) and that 

| we may be © Followers of them, who through Faith and 

Patience inherit the Promiſes,” (Heb, vi. — 


Morning to adore t ; 
Humility my Sins of Onniſion and Commiſion, which have 
been innumerable; and to zmplore the Pardon of them in the 


LP 


my Unbelief, and Hardneſs of Heart; my ſinful Conduct 
ꝛ0œ¹ rds my Fellow Creatures; and the D:ſhonour I have 


in many Inſtances brought on thy holy Name. 


Theſe Sins, O Lox, I achnowledge; and that 1 have 


committed them againſt much Light, and great Love. I de- 


ſerve to fall under the Curſe of that Law, which I have bro- 


ken, and to be deprived of all the Ble//ings of that Goſpel, 


which I have, alas! too often diſregarded. 


But ſpare Me, O LORD, ſpare Me: Puniſh Me not ac- 


F cording to my Deſerts: Oh] deliver Me from thoſe dreadful 
* Evils, to which 
Thee. Mercifully receive this my Confe//on ; grant Me 
true Repentance; | aſſiſt Me by thy Holy SPIRIT; and 
bring me at Length to thoſe Manſions of Bliſs promy to 
| every ſincere Believer in JESUS CHRIST our 


have expoſed Myſelf by ſinning againſt 


ord, 
Amen. Hh 


; 


A We ſciould frequently confeſs our Sins of Omiffion, as 


ed on any Deficaenctes ; —* watch and pray, that 


14 Morning Prayer, which may be uſed by the fich, or others, 
| Confeſſion of Sin, and 


come before thy Preſence this 


Petition for Pardon. 
: "d Majeſty ; I confeſs with the deepeſt 


Name of thy Son JESUS CHRIST, 
| |  Thankſgivang,] 


LorD, my Gob and Father, 1 
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Dur 
8 | VVV 5 ame. 
Ihanbiſgiving.] I thank Thee for every Bleſſing, which ſes it is in 


Zrough Him J enjoy; particularly for bringing Me in Safety forgive 
to the Beginning of % Day. I thank Thee, that I am % Pgainſt u 
poſed (as I humbly hope I am) to employ the ſame in thy Hrom Ev 
Service; and to have a Angle Eye to thy Glory in all my Ne Glor 
Thoughts, Words, and Actions. 1 
May 


For Aiſiance.] For this End vouchſafe me the Aid of thi f GOD 
Loly Spirit, that by his ſaving Light the Darkneſs of my Þvith Me 
Mind may be diſperſed, © my znher Man renew'd Day by Ey Pray 
Day, my evil Paflions ſubdued, and that in % Things!“ 
may live not unto Myſelf, but unto Thee, —Increaſe my Fatty; 


tu 


confirm my Hope ; excite my Love ; and impreſs on my MM¹ν ,, uu! 
a Zeal to promote thy Cauſe in the, World. Y en 
1 | . * whic 
For God's Bleſſing and. Protection.] Bleſs me in all my Þ the E 
lawful Undertakings ; and grant, that ainidſt all iny Con- 
cerns in this preſent Life, I may never loſe Sight of. , Vn Eve 
which is to come, Be Thou the Protector of my Body, and 
the Guide of my Soul. - Strengthen me againſt all the Temp. Þ; hank, 
tations of the World, and © the Miles of the Devil,” and 
defend me from every Kind of Danger. Put on me % ore th 
** whole Armour, and make me more than Conqueror eg hun 
* through- Him, who hath loved me, and given Himſelf for preſervt 
Me.“ | | 7 WV eakne 


EL 2k 3 | Reealt v 
Lntercefſion, ] Have Compaſſion on all who are in Trou- Þ 
ble, Sorrow, Need, Sickneſs or any other Adverſity; and Conf 
ſuccour them according to their various Wants. Shed Mrhee“ 
the Graces of thy Spirit on Me, my Relations, Friends, N Pake, 


and all my Fellow Creatures; particularly on the fatherleſs, 
the Widows, and thoſe who have deſired to be remembered 
in my Prayers. Enable Me, and them to be faithful unto 


ny 94% 
1 he Sa 


Death, and then #eſtow on us that Crown of Lafe, which por 
is promiſed to all true Believers by our Lord and Saviour {1.4 fo 
ESUS CHRIST.,—In whoſe endearing Name and compre- one 
enſive Words I addreſs Thee in Behalf of Myſelf and all mer 
my Fellow Creatures, | . 1 


Our 


... 


Our Father, which art in Heaven; Hallowed be thy 
Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy Will be done in Earth, 
hich Rs it is in Heaven. Give us this Day our daily Bread. And 
aleiy Norgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs 
4% Pgainſt us. And lead us not into Temptation, but deliver us 
thy rom Evil: For thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and 
my the Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. "Oe 


May the Grace of our LORD JEsus CHRIST, the Love 


% of God, and the Communication of the HoLy SPIRIT, be 
my Tvith Me (and with all, whom it is my Duty to remember in 
y by Fry Prayers) (2s Day, | or Night] and for ever more. Amen. 
igsl Þ | | 4 : 

th" N twill be very proper and beneficial to fimph our Devotions 
find with theſe important Words of the Apoſite, (2 Cor. x11, 14.) 


- winch contain a SUMMARY of all the ine ſlimable Bleſſings 
* which we have been 1mploring ; and of all, which conſlitute 


ble Happineſs of a Chriſtian. 


— An Evening Prayer which may be uſed by the Sich, or others. 
an b | 3 
mp Bi hanlſgiving. Lok p, our heavenly Father, I a pol. 
and | luted miferable Szuner, bow down be- 
thy Wore thy ſovereign Majefly to Bleſs thy holy Name, and 
or Wo thank Thee, for al thy Mercies; particularly for having 
for preſerved Me this Day from thoſe Dangers, to which the 
Mealneſs of human . Mature is liable; and for not having 
: wealt with Me according to my Deſerts. 
ou. | 
ang Con feſſion and Petition for Pardon.] Pardon, 1 beſeech 
hed Thee, moſt merciful Father, for thy Son JESUS CHRIST's 
ids, Bake, all the Szns, which I have committed s Day, or at 
els, ny other Time before; and enable Me to believe in Him to 
- a ine Salvation of my Soul. IJ 


1ch For Ai ſtance.] Grant Me the Aid of thy Holy Spire, 
that for the Time to come I may not offend Thee, as I have 
Cone, but may walk before Thee in Holineſs and Righte- 
pulneſs all the Days of my Life. 5 
; | | | To- 
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L 
For Reſt and Protection.] Protect Me duiing this Nig 
Give Me ſuch moderate Reſt, as may refreſh my trail, and 
wearied Body. When I te down may I have a comfortable 
Senſe of thy Peace in my Conſcience: enable Me to com. 
mit Myſelf, and all that I am, and have into the Hands of 
thy gracious Providence ; and may I caſt all ny Care upon 


Thee, believing that IBO careſt for Me. (1 Pet. v. 7.) 
For an eaſy and happy Death. | Above all do Thou i and 


hrepare Me for my laſt great Change; and remove from Me 
the Fear of it. Whenever Death ſhall come, may I be 
found Watching; and may I now, and rczozce, that his Sig 
is taken out by Jeſus Chriſt ; that ſo I may meet Him nota 
a King of Terrors, but as a Meſſenger of Peace. 


For a favourable Hearing. ] Hear, O LoRD, hear M.. 


and anſwer theſe my humble Pe/ilions for thy Mercy's Sake 


in and through JESUS CHRIST, our LORD,— 


In whoſe prevailing Name and expreſſive Fords I ta. 
ther pray, Our Facher, &c.“ 


May the Grace of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. Gg 


A Prayer to be connmitted to Memory, and uſed by the Sich, (0 
others / who are apt to continue long awake in the Night, 


REAT Gov, the Darkneſs hideth not from Th. 

but the Meg ſhineth as the Day! Thou art abon 

* my Path, and my Bed, and art acquainted with all m. 
Ways and Thoughts. Pim. cxxxix. 2&2, 


When Thou keepeſt mine Eyes waking, I deſire to i 
them up to Thee, the Father of Light; to rem mber Theed 
my Bed, and to meditate on Thee in the Night Woatche: 
I beleech Thee to make thy Face ſhine on thy Servant, i 


in 
8 


N. B., The three fr Petitions in the Lord's Prayer relate to 6! 
and the Sub/tance of th m is, that He may be glorified. The three © 
Petitions relate to Ourſelves; and the Subtance of them is, that our Me 


(both temporal, and ſpiritual may be ſupplied. 
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| Goodneſs to Me by Day and 


une with my own Heart on my Bed, and renew my ſincere 


u fit and 
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gild the preſent dark Scene, to compoſe my Mind, and to 
baniſh every Fear from it : And may © my Thoughts and 
Reflections on Myſelf inſtrutt Me in the Night Seaſon,” 
when others are a/{zep. | | = 


I deſire to recolle and achnowled, e thy conſtant Care and 
ight. I would now com- 


Repentance for all my Sins; for which I might juſlly have 
been baniſhed to eternal Darkneſs and Miſery, 


I defire to look unto JEsUs, the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
who endured the Croſs for my Sake, and truſt in Him, who 
is able to ſave to the uttermoſt, I ſolemnly give ub My- 
ſelf to thy Service and Diſpoſal, and defire humbly to ac- 
quieſce in every painful and diſagreeable Circumſtance, I 
lift up my Heart in grateful Acknowledgments for all thy 


| Patience with Me, and Goodneſs to Me. 


A . 
Infirmity: When I walk in Darkneſs, be 7hou a Light 


Support Me, gracious Father, under every Burden, and 


about Me: Animate and comfort Me with the Views of 


| that better World, where there is no Night or Darkneſs, 
but © the LoRD ſhall be everiaſting Light to his — 
e 


* Servants, and the Days of their Mourning ſhall be end- 


= 0. 


And oh! that I may learn from my own Feelings how to 
faty the ſick and afflicted; thoſe who have panful Days and 


Iſaiah Ix. 20. 


/ieel-ſ5 Nights; thoſe whoſe Age and Infirmities cauſe their 
Days and Nights to paſs heavily on; and thofe who are un- 
| der any Kind of Diſtreſs, or Trial: And may all the Suf- 


ferings of the preſent Life work out for them, and for Me, 
the moſt ſolid, ſubſtantial, and laſiing Happineſs, through 
ſzsus CHRIST our Lord and only Saviour. Amen. 


Devout Meditations zn the Night, for thoſe, who may then 
Continue long awake. 


E As © weariſome Nights are appointed to many,” (Job 
vu. 4.) eſpecially in Sickneſs, they may profitably and com- 
= | fortably 


LI 

Fortably beguꝛle the tedious Hours, Iike David, who, during the 
Darkneſs and Silence of the Night, was frequently employed 
in devout Meditation, and in communing with Gop, and his 
own Heart.“ See Pim. iv. 4.—xvi. 7,—Ixm. 6. cxix. 33. 
The proper Subjects of no2dJurnal Meditation, which preſent 
to thoſe, wio have been accuſtomed to it, are nnumerable, 
But as many are incavable of ſuggeſting to Themfetves ſuitable 
Materials for. ſo important a Purpole, the following Medi. 
tations may be acceptable and uſeful, if they wiſh to employ 
their Night Thoughts re{:giouſly, when they cannot compole 
Themſelves to Sep. 

1. Ian now laid down in Bed, and will meditate on the 
Power and Goodneſs of {50D © in creating Darkneſs, and 
forming Liglit.“ Theſable Curtains of the Meg are now 
drawn; and Nature ſeems huſht in Silence, whilſt many re— 
tire from Labour to ſleep. Often have I experienced this 
Bleſſing. I have lain down in Safety, ſlept, awak'd, and 
beheld the Light of the Morning, becauſe Gop has pre. 
ſerved Me. — But, becauſe J have frequently been indulged 
with this Bleſſing, ſhall 1 conclude this Succeſſion of the 
Morning to the Night will aways continue -e, Night 
may pit ugh not very probably) be my (%, I may 
never behold another Morning. I may open my Eyes in 


a World of endleſs Day. or of perpetual Night. What is 


my true State? Am IaChriſtian zndeed ? Grant, O Lon p, 
that, if I awake no more in , World, I may awake 2 thy 


Likeneſs, and be for ever with Thee ! | 


2. Meditation on Waking out of Slveþp, Sleep is undoubt- 


edly a Bleſſing. The Senſes ſeem overwhelmed, and the 


Powers of Reaſon ſuſpended. I am like one raiſed from 
a State of Death. Each Nzght we die, each Aſorn are 
* born anew.” Deail therefore is juſtly compared to Sleep. 
'© Bleſſed are thzy, who fleep in JIESUs.“ 1 Theſſ. iv. 14. 
I now behold the Morning Light, What are the Duties, 
which I ſhould (if ab) attend this Day? The Buſineſs 
of the World calls for my Attendance. Man 1s formed for 
Action. Our firit Parents in Paradiſe were placed there 
not to live in Idleneſs, but to cultivate that beautiful Gar- 
den, in which they reſided, May I then attend with e 
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1 
fulneſs and Diligence to the Bufineſs of the advancing Day. 
May Gop amidſt all the Dangers of it defend Me, may In- 
tegrity and Uprightneſs preſerve Me; and may I, whilſt I 
am diligent in Buſineſs, be fervent in Spirit, ſerving the 
LORD. | | | 


3. Meditation on waking in Pain, or Sickneſs, How un- 
certain is Z, World, and all the Enjoyments of it! I laid 
myſelf down to Reſt free from Pain, or Sickneſs; But how 
different is it with Me now I awake! I am now exerciſed 


with great Pain. Think, O my Soul, of that dreadful State, 


in which all they will be, who from the Slzep of Death 
ſhall awake in Pain intolerable and endleſs! What are the 
Pains (or Sickneſs) I now feel compared with my Deſerts. 
Let me 7hink on the Reaſon I have for Patience and Sub- 
miſſion to the Will of GOD. Shall a living Man com- 
plain, a Man for the Puniſhment of his Sins?“ (Lam. iii. 
39.) What are theſe Pains compared with what I niglit 
teel? What are theſe Pains compared with what zo2{l be felt 
by all, who live, and die under the Power and Gurlt of Sin? 
Grant, O Lok p, that te Pain, which I now feel, may be 
»2moved But if it be thy Pleaſure, that it ſhould continue, 
may I bear it with Patience, and may it be the Means of 
preparing Me for that World of Happineſs, where there ts 
no Sickneſs, nor Pain, no Sin, nor Sorrow, but perfect 
Holineſs and uninterrupted Happineſs, 


4. Meditation on the Darkneſs of the Night. What Dark- 
neſs now ſurrounds Me ! No Objett is viſible. How gloomy! 
howdiſinal the Scene! This ſeems a Reſemblance of the Sate 
cf the World as Sinners againſt Gop. Affliction and Diſ- 
treſs are the Conſequences of Sin. Without the Light of 
the Goſpel Men live in Darkneſs, and fee not the Way, 
which leads to Happineſs. They ſeek for it in the Things 
of the World, but ſeek for it zu van. Unhappy the State 


| of thoſe, who are thus zmproperly ſeeking Reſt, but find 
none: There is no Re JOIN Soul but in Gob, whoſe Fa- 
0 


vour is the Cie Good, for in his Favour there is Life. Un- 
happy therefore mult be the State of 7hoje, who are employ- 
ed in Works of Darkneſs! © They live without Go in 
the World:“ They have no pleaſing Proſpetts beyond th 
| K World: 
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World : Darkneſs, eternal Darkneſs is before them. The 
Light of the adtual Sun, which diſpels the Darkneſs of the 
Night, and brings the Light of Day, is a Bleſſing to the 


World : But oh! how great the Bleſſing of the Light of the 


Goſpel, which diſcovers to us the Nature of Salvation, and 


the Way, in which it may be obtained. Grant, O Lok, 


that, whilſt 1enjoy this Tight, I may improve it to thy Glory, 
to my own Advantage, and be at Length received into the 
1 endleſs Light and Joy, through E SUS CHRIST, 
our Lord. | 


5. Meditation on a Stormy Night. The Wind THINS the 
Rain deſcends, or Lightnings flaſh, and Peals of Thunder 


roll. How greatly am I favoured by Providence, that I have 
an Habitation, in which I find a Shelter from this Storm, 1 


whilft many of my Fellow Creatures (ſome of them much 
better than Myſelt) are expoſed to the Inclemency of it. It 
is ſaid of CHRIST in Prophecy, that He ſhall be an hid- 
ing Place from the Wind, and a Covert from the Tem- 


* peſt.” (Iſai. xxxii. 2.) How important is real Religion! 
The Time draws near, when Gop will come with Dark- 


neſs, Blackneſs and an horrible Tempeſt, and when Fire 
and Brimſtone ſhall be rained down on all, who diſobey 
Gop, and make light of the Goſpel. How terrible that 
Day ! May I now be found walking in the Ways pre- 
ſcribed by. CHRIST! May I be really und to Him, as a 
living Branch in the Vine! and may I be found in Him at 
Death. In Him only there is any Shelter from thæ Storms of 
divine Vengeance, which will fall on a guilty World, 


6. Meditation on the Shortneſs of Life. Life, how Short! 


It is but a Span; and, like the Flower of the Field, 
- which ſoon fades away; or like a fleeting Shadow.— Vet 


what Folly is there in the Heart of Man! How many pre- 
ſame on long Life, and are pleaſed with anticipating the 
Pleaſures of it, or are diſtreſſed with the Anticipation of the 
Troubles of it. But how amazing is it, that, though Lite is 
ſo ſhort, Men ſhould take ſo much Pains to make it ſhorter! 
Great Numbers ſhake the Glaſs of Lite, as if its Sands were 


not falling faſt enough. Is net this the Caſe with every one, 


who is intemperate, and with thoſe who follow the Luſts - 
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| Fleſh? Unhappy are all ſuch. They are to A pearance 


built for four Score, or an hundred Years, yet is their Con- 
ſtitution ſoon ſapped, and they fink by their own Guilt 


before the Noon of Lite. 


7. Meditation on the Certainty of Death. * There is a 
„Time to be born, and a Time to die.“ (Eccleſ. in. 2.) 
Though I may now be in Health; yet I know not how ſoon 


may be arreſted by Sickneſs, and be ſeized with the Pangs 


of Death. That awful Time will ſurely come. Though 
Death may in my own Apprehenſion have been nearer to 
me than af 2 yet in Reality I never was ſo near to 
Death as at the preſent Moment. Every beating pulſe 
makes the Number leſs. May I realize this Scene, and be 
4 ques for it by dying daily to Sin, and by living daily to 

ishtcouſneſs. Our LORD has warned us to take Heed 


to Ourſelves, leſt at any Time our Hearts ſhould be over- 


„charged with the Cares of this Life, and ſo the Day of 
Death or Judgment come upon us unawares.” (Luke xxi. 
34.) Help Me, O LoR p, to read thy Word with Dili- 
cence and Underſtanding, ſo that, when Death ſhall be 
commiſſioned to deprive me of Lite, I may neither be ſur- 
prized nor alarmed, like thoſe who have put this Time far 
lrom them, and paid no Attention to a Preparation for it. 


8. Meditation on the Conſequence of Death. Death ſepar- 


gates the So from the Body. The Body remains an inac- 


tive, lifeleſs Lump of Clay; and, however beautiful it 
once was, it becomes offenſive even to thoſe, to whom it 
was moſt dear. They are compelled to ſay, (as Abraham 
{aid of the once beautiful Sara) © Bury the Dead out of 
* my Sight.” (Gen. xxin. 4.) This Body oi mine, now 
warm in Bed, muſt ſoon be cold as clay; laid in the dark 


Grave; become Food for Worms; and moulder into its 


original Duſt. - But the SOUL, the immortal Part of Man, 
is not deſtroyed by Death. It lives. Who can ſay what 
Scenes will open upon the Sou! when ſeparated from 
the Body? It lives; and is ſuſceptible of Joy, or Sorrow. 
Grand and glorious mult that Day be, when the laſt Trum- 
pet ſhall found; and the Bodies, which have been laid in 
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1 
ihe Grave, ſhall ariſe, and be reunited to the Souls, which 
reſided in them, while on Earth, | | 


Meditation on the future Judgment. The Dead ſhall 
be raiſed: The whole World ſhall appear before Gon, 
What an Aſſembly will zus be! Every Individual muſt 
appear before the Judgment Seat of CHRIST. The Books 
ſhall be opened. Every Character will then be examined, 
that © every Man may recieve according to that, which. He 
* hath done in the Body, whether it be good or bad.” 
(2 Cor. v. 10.) The Secrets of all Hearts will then be dif. 
covered, and every Circumſtance of Life be brought to 
Light. The Judge cannot be deceived. He will judge a 
rightieous Sentence, which will be deciſive, Oli! how 
awful this Scene! How will the Wicked and Ungodly 
then appear! May I then be found with 4oſe who have 
believed in CHRIST, and obeyed his Goſpel: And it I am, 
(which Gp of his infinite Mercy grant) I ſhall then hear 
the Judge pronounce this Bleſſing on Ale, as well as on 
Them ; Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the King- 
dom prepared for you before the Foundation of the 
„% World.” But how terrible, how ſhocking the Sentence, 
which will hen be pronounced againſt the Wicked ;—* De- 
part, ye curled.” From whom ?—From the Preſence of 
Gop, from CHRIST, from the Spirits of juſt Men made 


perfect; and for ever.—--* Depart, ye curſed.” Where? 


Into everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil, and hi; 
Angels.“ Ah! what an Abode — An Abode of Mi- 
ſery ; from whence there 1s no Redemption. 


The Cuſtom of chuſing Night Texts recommended. 


Here I would recommend (which is the laue Cuſion 


of ſome ſerious Chriſtians) the Choice of a ſhort Text of 
Scripture every Night for a Subject of Med:tation in Bed: 
and to be occaſionally recollected the following Day; which 
may be done without interrupting the common Buſineſs of 
Life. By the conſtant Obſervation of this Cuſtom 365 
Texts will be treaſured up in the Memory every Year. 
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AI Prayer for obtaining the inaſlimable Bleſſings revealed in we . 


Goſpet. 


(7 This is an important Prayer intended for frequent Uſe 
either by elf, or in Conjunction wth other Prayers. 


LORD, who haſt not only taught Me by the Doctrine 


of thy bleſſed Son, but, haſt purchaſed Me by His 
Blood, and by the Efficacy of his Merits haſt reconciled Me 
to Thyſelf, aſſiſting my fallen Nature, and enabling Me by 
thy Holy Spirit to perform the Conditions, which thou 
naſt required of Me, grant, that I may ever look on My- 
ſelf in this Light in which thou haſt revealed Me to Myſelf; 
and may Ineither pray to Thee in the Form of uninſtrutted 
Heatliens, nor in the Stile of Self- ſufficient Moralſts. I come 
to Thee in the Name of JEsUs CURIST, through his In- 
terceſſion, whom Thou haſt appointed to be our Mediator, 
and I come to pray, that I may be © ſtrengthened with Might, 


_ © by thy Spirtt in the inner Man; (Eph. iii. 16.) and that 
I may not, by an unholy Lite, unſuitable to my Chriſizan 


Proteflion, © grzeve that Holy Spirit, whereby Tam ſealed unto the 
Day of Redemption.“ (Eph. iv. go.) I deſire on all Occafions 
to addreſs Thee thus by thy Son and Spirit, and to pay the 
Duty and Allegiance, which I vowed to all the divine Per- 
ſons in Form of my Admiſſion by Baptiſm into thy holy 
Religion. I deſire to truſt my Body, as well as Soul, to the 
ſame almighty Protection; and under the Infirmities of 
either to implore and expect that gracious Aſſiſtance.— In 
thy holy Word I am taught; that I was made, and preſerved, 
as well as redeemed, not only by thy Power, but by the A- 


gency of thy Son, and the Operation of the Holy Spirit. 
By their Interpoſition, I read, that Diſeaſes of the Boay, 


as well as the Mind, were inſtantly healed; and after the Se- 
paration of theſe, I am inſtructed to hope, that they will be 
again united through the ſame almighty Power. I pray there- 
tore, that * that the Spirit of Him, that raiſed up Feſus from the 


© dead, may dwell in Me, that He, that raiſed up Chriſt from 


* the dead, may alſo quicken my mortal Body by fis Spirit, 
* that dwwelleth in me.” Rom. viii. 11,—Grant, that may 
* poſſeſs this Veſſel of my Body in Sandtification, and Honor; 

| K 3 1 Theſl, 
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1 Theſſ. iv. 4. and that I may enjoy it in Security and 


Comfort. Preſerve me by the Atonement of thy Son, and 


Aſſiſtance of thy Spz7: from all Sin and Miſery. Prevent 
Pain and Perils from aſſaulting Me, or remove them 
from Me, or convert them to my final Advantage. Grant 
likewiſe, that in all Events, my whole Body, Soul and 
* Spirit may be preſerved blameleſs unto the coming of our Lord 
* FZeſus Chriſt ;* (1 Theſſ. v. 2g.) to whom, with Thee, and 


the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is moſt juſtly due, all Praiſe, 


Honour and Glory, now, and for ever. Amen. 


Prayer for the Bleſing of God on the Endeavours of any 


one to a/jiſt the Sick, which may be uſed juſt before ſuch an 
ntended Viſit. | | 


MIN Me, O LoRp, ever ready to do to others what. 


ſoever, in A Circumſtances, I ſhould wiſh em to 
do to Me, particularly to viſit Me in my Sickneſs, and aſſiſt 
Me under it by their ſpiritual Advice. May I now be en- 
abled ſo to ſpeak to Fm, with whom I am going to con- 
verſe, as to excite in Him © Repentance towards Gop, and 
Faith towards our Lord IESUS CHRIST. — Give Me a 
conſiderate Mind to weigh what is fi to be ſaid, and make Me 


wile and ſerious, pious and charitable in what I ſpeak, that 


it may be edifying, and give no juſt Cauſe of Offence. 
How ſhall J ſo apply Myſelf, as to be uſeful to Him? 
LoRp direct Me! Aſſiſt, and bleſs Me in the Means, and 
Endeavours I ſhall uſe to attain this defirable End. Open 
Thou, O LORD, his Eyes, ſoften his Heart, ſtrengthen his 


Weakneſs, reſtore Him to Health, and give Him Growth 


in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
TesUs CHRIST. Amen. 


A Prayer to be uſed by one who is fick, Morning and Evening. 


Adoration. O LORD Gop Almighty, I am fearfully 
| and wonderfully made, and all my Pow- 
ers of Body and Mind were produced, and are ſupported by 
Thee.—"* Thou killeſt, and makeſt alive; Thou woundeſt, 
and makeſt whole.“ | | 
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Conf: ſſion and Petition for Pardon.) 1 humbly own, and 


' reverence thy Hand in my preſent Affliction. I acknow- 


ledge, that Thou art righteous in / that befalls Me; for I 
have Jinned, and Thou chaſteneſt Me leſs than nine Iniqui- 
ties deſerve. In Puniſhment thou ſheweſt Mercy, continu- 
cit to Me many Comforts, and giveſt Me Hope of that 
Pardon, which I ſo much want, and at this Time earneſtly 


jutreat. 


Petition for Improvement of Sich neſs.] 1 deſire to ſearch 
and try my Ways, and turn unto the LoRD with deep Hu- 


mility, ſincere Repentance, and Faith in the great Re- 


deemer; and may the Fruit of this, and every Affliction be, 
tv take away Sin, and make my Heart better. 


For the Reſtoration of Health.) I beſeech Thee, O Lorp, 


who healeſt, to direct Me to Means for the Removal of my 


Diſorder, and for the Eſtabliſhment of my Health, and render 
thoſe Means beneficial to Me ; that I may yet be capable of 
glorifying Thee in my Station, and Relations, and, by fur- 
ther Services for Thee on Earth, be fitter for Immortality. 


For a right Temper of Mind.] Support Me, gracious 
GoD, that“ ny Soul may not be caſt down, and diſquieted 


* within Me.” Aſſiſt Me to cheriſh penitent, beheving, 
ſerious Thoughts, and Affections. Grant Me ſuch Refig- 


nation to thy Will, ſuch Patience, and Meekneſs towar 
Men, as my divine Maſter requireth, and as He Himſelf ma- 
nifeſted, whilſt he was a Sufferer on Earth. May I learn - 
from what I now feel to pity all, who are ſick, in Pain 
or otherwiſe afflicted, and do all in my Power to aſſiſt and 
relieve them. 


For Preparation for Death.] If by this Affliction thou 
intendeſt to bring Me down to the Grave, prepare Me by 
thy Grace for my Removal hence, and an Entrance on the 
unſeen, eternal State; and may all the Sufferings of the pre- 
ſent Lite be the Means appointed to procure me a Crown of 
Glory ; which is weighty, inconceivably valuable, and eter- 
nal. See 2 Cor. iv. 17. 


. For 


1 
For the Morning. | = For the Evening, 


[1 bleſs Thee, O Lok, | I thank Thee, O Lozy, 


that Thou art giving Me a- | for any Degree of Eaſe and 
nother Day. Grant Me ſuch | Comfort, which I have 2775 
Meaſures of Eaſe and Com- Day enjoyed. Grant Me 
fort, that I may improve it | this Night ſuch refreſhing 
diligently by converting with] Reſt, that I may be better 
Thee, and my own Heart, in able to diſcharge the Duties, 
Meditation, and Prayer, and | and bear the Burdens of an- 
be capable of enjoying the | other Day, if Thou ſhalt be 


Bleſſings, which Thou art | pleaſed to add another Day to 


pleaſed ſtill to grant Me.] | my Life. If my Eyes ſhould 
| be kept waking, may my Me. 
| ditations on 7 hee be comfort- 
| able and uſeful to Me. } 


Pity my Weakneſs, merciful and heavenly Father, and 
hear my imperfect Petitions, through our Lord IESus 
CuRisT, who was once © a Man of Sorrow,” and is ſtill 
touched with the Feeling of our Infirmities ;” to whom, 
* as our merciful High-Prieſt, be Glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. | | ö 


Our Father, &c. See it at Length, Page 189. 
May the Grace of our Lord JESUS Cu RIST, &c. 


A Prayer tobe uſed by one who is fick, for Reſignation to the 
| Wil of Gop. | 


LMIGHTY Gor, who rie ſt Me by various Me- 
thods, as thy wife Providence ſeeſt fitteſt for Me, 
I deſire neither to be nſen/ible of Affliction, nor wmpatzent 


under it. I deſire to receive it as thy juſt and fatherly Cor- 


rection: to bear it with PATIENCE, till Thou ſhalt think 
fit to remove it from Me; and to zmprove it to the End for 
which Thou haſt ent it on Me.—I know not what is good, 
and proper for Me; but I know enough to ſee the Danger of 


_ uninterrupted Proſperity, and to be thankful for ſuch Warn- 


ings of the Inſignificancy of all temporal Advantages, which 
mult ſhortly end for ever. I deſire not only to be RE. 
5 SIGNED 
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SIGNED to whatever Thou ſhalt allot Me, but to rejoice 
in thy Choice for Me; and to make in all Inſtances thy 


Will my oon. 


Under thy Favour and Protection Diſtreſs and Sufferings 
yield their Comforts ; and Health and Plenty are but Curſes 
when attended with thy Diſbleaſure. Enable Me thus to 
conſider, and apply every Event, which ty Wiſdom ſhall 
appoint to Me; that (whilſt, as- a Creature, I can claim no 
Privileges, and, as a Sinner, I have juſtly merited Suffer- 
ings) I may, © /ookang to TESUs,” learn to bear my Lot 
contentedly ; to enjoy gratefully each Comfort yet afforded 
Me; and to ſuſtain, through CHRIST ſtrengthening Me, 


PATIENTLY and RESIGNEDLY each Calamity inflicted 


on Me. Not my Will, but ine be done.” May I be 


prepared at al! Times to practiſe he 1mportant Leſſon, 


and give Me Grace to practiſe it at %s Time, now, that 


| Sickneſs has overtaken Me. Make it an happy Preparative 


for the more innocent Enjoyment of future Health, if Thou 


in Mercy intendeſt me this farther Bleſſing : Or, if it be 


thy Will-to call Me to Thyfelf by the Progreſs of this Diſ- 
temper, make 1t the Means of © purifying my Heart by 
„Faith“ (Acts xv. 9.) for the Enjoyment of thy glorious 
Preſence throngh the Merits and Mediation of our Lord 
and Saviour JESUS CHRIST. Amen, 


A ſrort Prayer to be uſed by one, who is fil, for a Bleſſing® 
. on the eve: He 1s taking. , 


() LORD, as my Help and Truſt are in THEE, and as 
without THEE all Man's Endeavours are vazn, give 
thy Bleſſing to his, and all the other Means, which I am 
„o uſing for my Eaſe and Recovery; and, (if it be thy 
bleſſed Will) make whatever I ae or do ſo eſſential for that 
End, that I may live, be an Inſtrument of thy Glory, and 
better prepared, than I now am, for the Coming of my 


Lord and Saviour IESVS CHRIST. Amen, 
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A Prayer for Cod's Acceptance of the Prayers, which 
* offered up for the Sick by a Miniſter. or an _ 


F LORD, we addreſs Thee, in Purſuance of thine own 
" gracious Permiſſion and Command, in Behalf of this 
our afflicted Brother. We are truly ſenſible of our Un. 


worthineſs to aſk any Thing for Ourſelves, and preſume to 


no Merit in recommending a Sinner, like Ourſelves, to 
thy Mercy. But thy Direction is, that © we ſhould pray 
* for the ſick Members of thy Church”—(James v. 14. 
and © mourn with them that mourn”—(Rom. xii. 15.) In 
Diſcharge therefore of our Duty to Thee, in a juſt Com- 
paſſion to his Sufferings, and under a Senſe of our own 

erilous and uncertain State of Life, we implore thy 

ercy and Relief for this 2 Partaker of our Nature, 
and our Religion. We delire to pray for Him, and for 
Ourſelves; for whether in Sickneſs or in Health, we al! 
ſtand in Need of thy Protection, and Grace.—Continue us 


in a ſound State of Mind and Body, or reſtore us to it; and 


may it be our conſtant and fincere Deſire to ſerve Thee 
with all our Faculties. Confirm us in a Chriſtian Faith, 
and Chriſtian Practice. Pardon our Sins that we may be- 
come acceptable Petitioners to Thee. Hear and accept ihe 
Petitions, which we now offerin His Favour, for the Sake, 


and through the Merits of our Saviour JESUS CHRIST. | 


Amen. | 


A. Prayer with one, who is fich, for the Reſtoration of his 
Health. 


THOU Father of Mercies, and Gop of all Comfort: 


Thou art the Help of all, who put their Truſt in 


Thee.—We are now kneeling before Thee to offer up our 


humble Petitions in Behalf of this our ſick Brother. Look. 
down upon Him with an Eye of Compaſſion ; be gracious 


to Him according to the Neceſſity of his Caſe, and accord- 


ing to the Multitude of thy tender Mercies in CHRIST 
IESsUs. 


We beſeech Thee, O Lok p, to abate his Diſtemper ; 
to give Him Eaſe inſtead of Pain, and Relief under every 
| f | Complaint, 


— 


{ 2g J 
Complaint.— Give Skill to the Phyſician, Succeſs to Means, 
and an happy Reſtoration to his former Eaſe, Health, 
Strength, and Uſefulneſs in Life. We would with thy 
Permiſſion earneſtly pray, that his Life and Health may be 
precious in thy Sight; and that He may yet continue many 


Years to be a Comfort to Hunſelt, and to all about him; as 
alſo a Bleſſing to Mankind. | | 


O be Thou unto him whatever He wants! And though 
Thou mayeſt be pleaſed to take from Him any of his tem- 
horal Enjoyments, (ſuch as Health or Friends) Thou know- 
eſt how to turn them to his beſt Advantage, and to ſupply 
the Loſs of whatever Thou takeſt away.— Whatever Thou 
demeſt, Oh deny Him not an Intereſt in thy Favour and 
Love! Be Thou his Portion and Inheritance, his Father, 
his eternal and unchangeable Friend, the Support of his 


Life, the Relief of his Soul under all his Afflictions and 


Troubles, with which he may meet in 2425s World, and his 
everlaſting Reſt and Happineſs in tat, which is to come. 


From all the Viſitations of thy Promdence may we learn 
the Injtability of every worldly Enjoyment, and Comfort. 
May we remember, that they will one Day Jail us; that ei- 


ther they muſt be taken away from us, or we mult leave 


them behind us; but, that there is notwithſtanding a firm 
Foundation of Hope and Comtort to every ſincere Follow- 
er of our Lord JESUS CHRIST. Thou haſt promſed, that 
Thou wilt never leave, nor forſake thoſe, who in the Way 


of Duty put their Truſt and Confidence in Thee, and thank- 


fully accept the gracious Terms of thy Goſpel, We will 
therefore hope in thy Mercy, that © we ſhall yet praiſe Thee 
in the Land of the Living; for Thou art the Health of our 
* Countenance, and our GOD.“ | 


Help us, O LoR p, to fit /ooje in this World, and to the 
Enjoyments of it, and to delight Ourſelves more in Gop, 
and in heavenly Things. Let us not think Ourſelves un- 
happy whilſt we can enjoy Thee ; nor murmur or repine at 
any Loſs, or under any Diſeaſe, as long as we are the Ob- 
jects of thy Love, and the Care of thy good Providence, 


. | And 


I 


And Oh! do thou give us Grace fo to live, that we may 
comfortably look up to Thee at all Times, eſpecially in a 
Time of Sickneſs, as our conſtant Friend, and moſt tender 
Father, as our Lite and Health, our Reſt and Joy, through 
FESUs CHRIST, our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, Amen, 


A Prayer to be uſed with one, who is fick, at the Beginning of 


any Sickneſs, and which may be uſed alſo during it's Conti. 
nuance. | 


Hands are the Appointments of Lite and Death, we 
humbly beſeech Thee to give this our ſick Brother Grace to 
_ conſider, that his Sickneſs is of thy ſending, and to ac- 

knowledge the Juſtice, as well as the Mercy of thy V ifita- 
tion, and his Sufferings.—May He look up to Thee for 
Strength to bear, and Grace to profit by it. It comes, O 
Lo Rp, as a Puniſhment for his Sins, which is to make 
Him ſee, feel and avoid them ; as thy Medicine to cure his 
ſpiritual Diſeaſes; and as his fiery Trial, which is to prove 
Him, and purge away his Droſs.—Let it not fail, O LORD, 
in anſwering theſe gracious Purpoſes. Bring to his Mind 
all ſuch Conſolations, as may revive, ſuccour, and raiſe 
Him above all Diſcouragements and Fear, — Let his 
Thoughts under this Viſitation be only thoſe of Love and 
Thankfulneſsz of Reſignation and Obedience, of Humility 
and Hope in thy Mercy. Give Him we intreat Thee a full 
Truſt in thy moſt gracious Promzſes, nor let Him ſhew any 
unbecoming Behaviour under his Afflictions, which would 
add to his Guilt, if He dies, or to his Remorſe and Dif- 

grace if He lives. | | | | 


Father of Mercies, pity this our fick Brother, and out of 


Compaſſion to his Weakneſs, leſſen his Sorrows, and ſup- 


ort Him under them by thy Comforts. Keep him always 
bmiſſive and devout towards Thee, and neither impati- 
ent or ungrateful towards _ around him.—May thy Bleſ- 
ing accompany all their Endeavours for his Good, and all 
the Medicines directed for Him. Put an End in thy due 


Time to his Diſeaſe, [or to his Pain] and either reſtore 


Him to his Strength, Health and Eaſe, granting Him the 
| - Mercies 


A LMIGHTY, and moſt righteous Lord God, in whoſe 
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Mercies, of a longer Life or elſe prepare him more imme- 
diately tor an happy and comfortable Death : All this we 
humbly aſk for ourLord JESUS CHRIST'S Sake, who died 
for our Sins, and roſe again for our Juſtification, Amen, 


A general Prayer which may be uſed with one who 1s fich, at 
| any Time. 


LORD, the Father of our Spirits, who giveſt us Life 

and Breath, and all Things, and haſt not thought © a 

* Crozun of Life too much to promiſe to all them, who are 

* faithful unto Death, * we firmly belr-ve, that thou wilt not 

deny us what is needful and fit tor us, both for our Souls 

and our Bodies, in our Paſlage through thzs World to that 
of Honour, Glory and Immortality. 


In this Confidence we more particularly recommend this 
our fick Brother to thine infinite Mercy, and boundleſs 
Compaſſion. Settle in Him a ſtedfaſt Fazth, that thou 
* doſt not witngly grieve the Children of Men,” but in- 
tendeſt Good to Him by this thy Fatherly Correction.— 
And now, ſince all other Pleaſures and Enjoyments fail 
Him, repreſent thyſelf more effectually to Him, as the only 
Support and Stay of his Hope, andas the Rock of his Sal. 


vation. | 


Whereinſoever he has neglected Thee, or committed 
any Ofence againſt Thee, make Him deeply ſenſible of it, 
and heartily ſorry for all his Tranſgreſſions: And as he 
earneſtly deſires Forgiveneſs, ſo work in him a ſerious Reſo- 
— to live more circumſpettly and righteoully for the 
uture, | 


Aſſiſt Him graciouſly, O LorD, that He may give a 
Proof of his ſincere Intentions hereafter to ſubmit Himſelf 
in all Things to thy Will by his patient Submiſſion to thy 


fatherly Correction now. Oh! that He may ſo quietly, 


meekly, humbly, and cheerfully reſign his Will to thine to 
ſuffer what Thou inflifteſt, that He may be the more diſ- 
poſed to do readily whatſoever thou commandeſt. 


* Rev. : 11 0 10, 
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AJ the fick Perſon be much indiſpoſel and not able to attend 
properly to the Whole of thus Prayer, it may be. divided 
here, concluding one Part, and begining, after a roper + 

le Words to each. ] 


Interval the other, with a feu ſuitab 


For which End make him thoroughly apprehenſive of thy 


Sovereign Power and Authority over all thy Creatures. 
Poſſeſs him with a great NReverence of thy Wiſdom and Juſ- 


tice, with an entire Confidence in thy Goodnels and Love, 


and with a thankiul Remembrance of all thy aſt Mercies 
10 Him; that /o He may better endure what thou layeſt up. 


on Him at hreſent, may ever chuſe to follow thy Direc- 


tions; ſubmit to thy Orders; delight to do or ſuffer thy 


Will, O God; and govern Himſelf in the Whole of his 
Conduct by that excellent Rule, which our LoRD hath. 
taught us, to do unto oe as we would they ſhould do 


Unto US, 


Bleſs the R-meadtes, which are or may be uſed for reſtor- 


ing Him to his former Health, that He may live to per- 
form his Duty with greater Care. Or, if Thou haſt other- 
wiſe appointed, accept gracioully his Purpoſes of Amend- - 
ment, and diſpoſe Hun to return his Spirit w2/{:ngly to Thee, - 


who gaveſt it; and with great Humility, and a deep Senſe of 


His own Undelervings to expect thy Mercy declared in 


CHRIST 3 our Lord. Fix his Mind ſtedfaſtly on 


the great | 
Grave to Heaven, that he may not be terrified at the Ap- 


proach ot Death ; but, looking beyond it to that high, ang 


holy Place, where the LORD IESUs is, He may rejoice in 
Hope of eternal Glory, FO | 


And grant that every one of us in our beſt State of 
Health may daily conſider how frail and weak we are, that 


ſo we may not abuſe Ourſelves by an intemperate Uſe of 


any worldly Pleaſures, nor over-Joad our Minds with the 


Cares of this Life, nor ſpend our Days in a vain Purſuit 
after the Riches or Honours of this World : but may we 


paſs all our Time of ſojourning here in thy Fear, and live 


{o righteouſly and ſoberly in this preſent World, as thoſe 
who mult give an Account to Thee, O Gop, who wilt 
| Judge 


Redeemer, who has led the Way through the 


1 

judge all Men by thy Son JESUS CHRIST according to 
their Works. —Hear us, O LORD, we moſt humbly be- 
ſeech Thee, hear us in Behalf of Ourſelves, and eſpecially 
of this our di/treſjed Brother, through JESUS CHRIST our 
mercitul and compaſhonate High Prieſt, who fits at thy 
right Hand, and ever hveth to make Interceſſion for us. 
Amen. 


4 Prayer with one who ts very ill. 


E bow down beſore Thee, O Loks of Heaven and 
f Earth, acknowledging that we are but Duſt, and 
very unworthy to ſpeak unto Ie, either for Ourſelves or 


others. 


When we conlider thine infinite Wiſdom, Power, and 
Goodnels, our own Folly, Weakneſs, and Unworthineſs, 
and our valt Diſtance from Thee, we deſire with great Hu- 
mility to confeſs, that we are as Nothing and Vanity, But 
thy condeſcending Goodneſs encourages our Approaches to the 
Throne of Mercy with Hope and Confidence, to ſolicit 
thy Favour both for Ourſeives, ana our Feilow-Creatures, 


We would therefore in a particuiar Manner at the ſame 
Time implore thy tender Compaſſion upon this our fic 
Brother, who deſires our Prayers. O gracious GO p, look 
down upon Him with Pity, and ſupport Him under thine 
afflicting Hand. Work in Him true Repentance for all the 
Sins he has committed againſt Thee in Thought, Word, and 
Deed. Give Him a lively and ſtedfaſt Fauth in CHRIST 
JzsUs; fill Hun with a lively _ of that immortal Life, 
which CHRIST has purchaſed and promiſed to all true Be- 
lieiers; fill Him with a powerful Senſe of Thy fatherly Love 
and tender Care over Him in the moſt afflicted Condition. 
Beſtow on Him thy heavenly Supports and Comforts from 
above, and give Him Patience and Submiſſion to thy holy 
Will, during this Viſitation of Sickneſs. : Fs 


We know, O Los, that with Thee there is Nothing 
impoſſible. If thou wilt, thou canſt raiſe Him up, and grant 
Him a longer Continuance in this World, Oh that it — 

| - 
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be ray gracious Pleaſure to reſtore Him to us! May it 
pleaſe Thee to fave and deliver Him for thy Goodneſs Sake, 


O Lok D.—Dirett and bleſs e Means, which may be uſed 


for his Recovery, and make them effectual. Command the 
Diſeaſe to relinquiſh Him by thine almighty Word, that He 
may again be reſtored to Health and Uſefulneſs. And in the 
| mean Time help Him meekly to refegn Himſelt to thy Dil. 
| poſal, and quietly to wait for Eaſe and Comfort here, or for 
| everlaſting Reſt and Happineſs in a future State, through 


Amen. _ 


4 Prayer wit ene in Sickneſs ; efpectally for Patience under it. 


THOU infinitely great and glorious Gop, Thou 

„ killeſt, and makeſt alive; Thou woundeſt, and thy 

Hands make whole; Thou bringeſt down to the Grave, 

and bringeſt back again; Thou doſt according to thy Wii 

in the Armies of Heaven, and among the Inhabitants of the 

Earth; and none can ſtay thine Hand, or ſay unto. Thee, 
What doſt Thou? | | | 


Yet righteous art Thou in all thy Ways, and holy in all 
thy Works, Even when thou afflicteſt and cauſeſt Trou— 
ble and Heavineſs to fall upon us, it is, that we may learn 
Righteouſneſs from thy Judgments, and receive Profit from 
thy Correction. Wberefore, though Thou haſt now viſited 
thts our Brother with Sickneſs, and art calling Him to Hu- 
miliation for his Sins, may He ſtill ſpeak good of thy Name, 
love, and bleſs Thee. 8 


paſt Mercies, with which Thou haſt been pleaſed to bleſs 
Him. Gop forbid that his preſent Illneſs ſhould make 
Him unmindful of the conſtant Benefits He has enjoyed.— 
How long has He laid down and riſen up, come in, and 


q* 


{14.1  fince the ſmalleſt of thy Benefits is more than any of us. de- 
| 7  ferve, and the ſharpeſt Affliction leſs. For to ws, on ac- 
| x DD - count 


17 
: 
4 þ 
i 


Jxsus CarisT, who is the Reſurrection and the Lite, 


We pray, that at this Seaſon He may remember all the 


gone out in Health, Strength, and Peace? For theſe mul- Þ 
tiplied Favours, O LoR D, kk thy good and holy Name; | 


© RE, — 


[ny ] 


count of our Tranſgreſſions, is moſt juſtly due Indignation 


and Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh. 


Wherefore then ſhould LIVING Men complain, Men 


and Tranſgreſſors, for the Puniſhment of their Sins? 
Shall we receive ſo much Good at the Hand of the LORD, 


and ſhall we not receive Evil alſo? PATIENTLY receive 
it? This Temper, O Lok p, is our bounden Duty; oh 
form it in us! 8 | 


And as, in great Compaſſion to us, Thou haſt opened a 
Way of Relief for us under every Trouble, (by directing, 
commanding, and encouraging us in ad our Afflictions to 
pour out our Complaints unto Thee, and to tell Thee of all 
we fear and feel) we make our Supplication at this Time 
to Thee the Father of Mercies. Be not Thou, O LORD, 
far from us, when Trouble is ſo near. In an entire Sub- 
mffion to thy moſt wiſe and holy Will, we now earneſtly 


* fray for this our ſick Brother: Oh look upon Him in his 
low Eſtate; ſuffer not, we beſeech Thee, his Diſorder to 


rocecd, and let not his Sickneſs be unto Death, but for 
the Manifeſtation of thy Grace towards us all. 


If the Sick Perſon be too weak to attend to the Whole of 
tins Prayer, it may be divided here; concluding one Part, and 
berinnng, after a proper Interval, the other, with a few Words 


ſuitable to each. 


Thou knoweſt, LorD, his Frame; lay no more upon 
Him, than Thou wilt enable Him to bear with PATI- 
ENCE. And, O Thou great Phyſician, (without whom all 
others are of no Value) do Thou dirett to the moſt proper 
Medicines, and bleſs the Art of healing to the Relief of his 
preſent Diſeaſe ; and in the Time Thou ſeeſt moſt fit, reſtore 
Him to Health, and Strength again, that He may have a 
longer Day of Grace and Salvation, prove more uſeful than 
He has hitherto been, and do Good in his Generation, 


In the mean While, however Thou ſhalt diſpoſe of Him, 
oh ſanctify to Him this Affliction; work in Him deep 
| | Humiliation 


, = } 


Humiliation for his Sins, bleſs Him with Repentance un. Þ 
to Life; enable Him by Faith to behold the Lamb of Gon, 1 4 
and to truſt in the Fountain opened in his Blood for the 
Remiſſion of Sins, that being juſtified by Faith, He may 
have Peace with Go vb, through ]EsUs CHRIST our Lord, 
Make all his Bed in his Sicknels, and © let PATIENCE I 
have its perfect Work in Him.” (James i. 4.) It is if 
* © Need be, that He is in Heavineſs, (1 Pet. 1. 6.) and ſurely Þ M 
| God knows what that Need is; and what peculiar Pro. | 
perty there is in this Affliction to anſwer the preſent Need, and Mer 
to do Him that peculiar Good, which Thou his heavenly Þ der 
Father art gracioully intending Him by it.— Raiſe Him up Þ Con 
to praiſe thy Name, to pay in thy Houſe thoſe. Vows He Þ feel 
makes in Trouble; and to walk in Newneſs of Life. = 


But if Thou doſt not ſee fit to ſpare this our aflied Bro-. L 
ther, whom we are now remembering before Thee, oh!!“ 
e Him, and all his Relations for the awful Stroke. fon 

ith reſpett to 1 0. if the Time of his Departure draw F has ( 
nigh, oh! let his Heart be comforted by thy Promiſes in the | 
CERIST, and taſte that Thou art gracious unto Him. May a lis 
his Soul be ſafe and happy at the Hour of Death; and in the Þ the 
great Day of the Lord JESUS CHRIST may He be found holy 
among thoſe, who died 2 Him. : | i 


And help us, who are now in Health, to improve this Þ cnt) 
loud and ſolemn Call to prepare for our Sickneſs and De. nov 
ceaſe. Let us not abuſe our bodily Strength to encourage Ble. 
Ourſelves in ſinful Security and Impenitence. Give us 
Grace always to be ready, by performing the Will of our 
Lord, that whenſoever He ſhall come, We may be found mo 

of Him in Peace, and enter into his Joy; that, whenever 
our Health is turned into Sickneſs, and our Strength into C 
Weakneſs, and our Eaſe into ſharp Pain, We may be PA- geli 
TIENT under it, and not caſt down at the Seizure, or per- Age 
plexed, but feel in our Souls thoſe Supports and Conſolations, Þ Lite 
which the World cannot give, nor Death-itſelf take away. ] Pez 
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Hear us, O LORD our Gop, in theſe our humble Re. 
queſts: Forgive us our Sins; and accept our Perſons and 
dur ſervices, through IESVS CHRIST our Lord. Amen. 


A Prayer 
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4 Prayer with one, who ts fick, for Conſolation under his 
Stckneſs. | 


[ See Page 31. 


$ OST gracious Go p, who by thy Son JEsUs CHRIST 


VI haſt knit us all together in one Body, that we ſhould 


love one another; and, that it one Member fuffer, all the 
Members ſhould ſuffer with it, we humbly implore thy ten- 
der Mercies towards this our fick Brother, of whole afflicted 


af 


Condition we defire to have a compaſſionate Senſe and 


| ; Feeling. 


Look graciouſly upon Him, O Lon p, and viſit Him with 


thy Salvation. Vouchſafe Him ſuch CONSOLATION 
lrom above, as we ſhould deſire for Ourſelves, were we in 
Jis Circumſtances, Give him a truly penitent Heart for all 
the Offences He has at any Time committed, together with 
a lively Faith in thy Son IESUS CHRIST, who came into 
the World to ſave Sinners, Give Him the Comfort of an 
holy Hope, that Thou accepteſt his Repentance, and haſt 
heard his Prayers, Support Him by this Hope under all 
his Pazn, | or under this Diſtemper ] and enable Him hat- 
ently to ſubmit to thy fatherly Correction. Send Him Help 
now in this Time of Need, both for his Soul and his Body. 
Bleſs the Means of his Recovery; and, if it be thy good 
Pleaſure, reſtore Him ſpeedily to his former Health, toge- 
ther with a ſerious Reſolution in his Heart to ſerve Thee 
more zealoully all his Days + 


Or, if Thou haſt otherwiſe reſolved in thy wiſe Counſels, 


7 deliver Him from the Fear of Death, aſſiſt Him in his laſt 


Agony, give Him an caſy and cheertu] Paſſage out of this 
Lite, and bring Him ſafely into thy Kingdom of Reſt and 
Peace, for the Sake and through the Mediation of our 
Lord and Saviour JESUS CHRIST. Amen, 
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A Prayer, which may be ufed by one, who ts 2 and very 
penitent for his Sins. 55 


MI glorious and holy LoRD, my Go, with Re. 


verence and holy Fear I would come into thy Pre. 


ſence to pay my Homage to Thee my Creator. —Oh that my 
WWorſhap may never be the mere Form of Worſhip. Help 
Me to engage in religious Exerciſes with Underſtanding, 
inward Devotion, and genuine Piety of Heart, knowing 
that religious Worſhip can only be acceptable to GoD, and 


beneficial to My/elf, as it is the Exerciſe and contributes to 


the Improvement of good Diſpoſitions in my Mind. Eſta- 
bliſh my Heart in thy Fear; and may this reſtrain Me from 
every criminal Purſuit, as well as engage Me to the ſincere 
habitual Practice of umverſal Righteouſnels.. 


Remember not, O LorD, againſt Me paſt Offences, 


which have been enormous, aggravated, and highly provok- 


ing, for the Puniſhment of which, ſo juſtly merited, my : 


Conſcience is ſorely afraid: Yet ſuffer not the horrible Sug- 


geſtions of the Devil to ſink my Spirits into a Deſpair of 


thy Mercy. I am indeed under great Fears, oh! let my 


Hope in the Redeemer's Merits and Interceſſion be ſtill 


greater. The more I have offended Thee, the more am! 


grieved, and aſhamed, but the more will thy glorious At- f 


tributes be difplayed, it Thou wilt be reconciled to Me. 


Over-rule the Influence of my former pernicious Exam- 
ple. Prevent the ill Effects of all my preſent Tranſgreſſions 
and Imprudences, and whatever Injuries I have done ei- 
ther to the Bodies, Souls, or Reputation of any of my Fel- 
low-Creatures, do Thou, O LORD, repair; and avert 


from Me the Evils both zemporal and eternal, which I have 


juſtly deſerved. © T have deſtroyed Myſelf; but in Thee is 
my Help. (Hoſea xiii. 9.) © LoRp, if Thou wilt, Thou 
canſt make Me clean. —Oh! raiſe me up when J fall! 
Strengthen Me, that J may ſtand; and finally beat down 
Satan under my Feet. May the Thoughts of thy Fuſtice and 
Knowledge preſerve Me from ſpiritual Pride! May the 
Thoughts of thy Mercy and Power preſerve Me from ſpirituai 
| Dejettion! 
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Dejection May I ever retain, aſſert, and adorn Religion 
both in my Life, and in my Death. Raiſe Me up I ear- 


neſtly intreat Thee from this Bed of Sickneſs, Uſe Me, 
O LoRD, (notwithſtanding all my Unworthineſs) as an In- 


ſtrument of Good to my Fellow-Creatures ; magnifying thy 


Power in my Weakneſs, and preſerving Me irom Vanity 


and Self Dependence.— Thou art the Gop of my Hope, 
oh fill Me with all Joy and Peace in believing on Thee.“ 


(Rom. xv. 13.) Increaſe my Faith, and enable Me to grow 
in Grace, and in the Knowledge of my Lord and Saviour 
JzsUs CHRIST. Amen. "on 


Short Prayers, when may be uſed eitier in one Prayer, or ſe- 
parately, when any one 1511 d Slate of great Weaknefs. 


1, LMIGHTY Gon, Father of all Mercies, the 

| Gop of Peace and Comlort, of reſt and Pardon, 
we thine unworthy Creatures in duty to Ihe and Compaſ- 
ſion to this our fick Brother, humbly beg, that thy Mercy 
may deſcend on his Soul and Bodv, We come to Thee in 
the Name of thy Son JESUS CHRIST, beſeeching Thee to 
pardon his Sins, and through the Blood of the Croſs* to 
bury them in the Grave of Hin, who died for us, that they 
may never riſe up * udgment againſt Him, nor bring Him 
in the Day of Trial to Shame and Confuſion of Face. 
Amen, | 


2, Give, O Lox, this our Brother.:n Dae Patience 
in his Sorrows, Comforts in his Sickneſs, and, 


{halt determine concerning Him in this Sickneſs, yet make 
his Repentance perſect, his Faith ſtrong, his Hope ſtedfaſt, 


and his Paſſage ſafe, that, when "Thou ſhalt call his Sow/ 


from the Priſon of the Body, it may enter into the Reft of 


the Children of Gob, and be tor ever with the LORD. 


Amen, 

3. O LoRp, thou knoweſt all the Neceſſities, and all tlie 

Infirmities of this our idted Brother, Fortify his _ 
| Wit 


* Col. i, 20. 


if it ſeem 
Good to Thee, Reſtoration to Health. But, however Thou 
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with Ipiritual Joys, and cheerful Reſignation : Take from 
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Him all inorayiote egttons to this World, and enlarge his 
Heart with Dclires o! being with Thee, of Freedom from 


Sin, and of the Enjoymeat of Gop. Amen. 


4. Let not any Pain, or other Calamities, O Loxy, 
diſcompoſe the Order of the Thoughts, or the Duty of this 
pitiable Suſſerer. Lay no more on Him than Thou wilt enable 
him to bear; and together with the Temptation, do thou pro- 
vide a Way to eſcape, either by the Mercies of a longer, and 
more holy Life, or by the Mercies of a bleſſed Death: 
Even as it pleaſeth Thee, O LORD, ſo Ict it be. Amen, 


3. Let the Tenderneſs of the Conſcience of our afflicted 
Brother, and thy holy Spirit, O LoRp, call to Mind, his 
Sins, that He may truly repent of them, and humbly contfels 
them; and let thy powerful Grace remove from him every 
Root of Bitterneſs, and in the Love of Thee, his Gon, in 
the Union of CHR1sT, and in the Communion of Saints, 
let his Soul be preſented to Thee blameleſs, entirely par- 
doned and thoroughly waſhed through JESUS CHRIST our 
Lord. Amen. 


6. Moſt gracious Lord, our only Saviour, in whoſe 
Hands the Sous of all faithful People are lodged, till the 
Day of Judgment, have Mercy on the Body and Soul of 
this our ſuffering Fellow-Creature, refreſh Him with the Aid 
of the Spirit of Grace and Comfort, and ſupply all his Ne- 
ceſſities, which can be known only to TR. — Let Him 
dwell in Peace, aſſured of thy Pardon, ſupported by thy 
Goodnels, ablolved by thy Sentence, and ſaved by thy 
Mercy; that, whenever his Sou, ſhall depart from the 
Body, it may be received by miniſtering Angels, preſerved 


from evil Spirits, and committed to thy Cuſtody ; and that, 


in the Day of thy coming to judge the World, his Body 
may be raiſed up with Power, to behold for ever the Face 
of Gop Himſelf in the Glories of Thee, his Son I ESUs 
CuRisrT, our Lord. Amen. 8 
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An addition to any other Prayer ſor it may be uſed by elf") 21 


a lingering Illneſs, and when the Sich Perſon cannot attend to 
a longer Prayer. | | | 


WI direct our Supplications to Thee O Lord, in Behalf 
of this ty Servant, | or this our Brother | who has long 


been in a ſtate of Affliction, If thou ſeeſt fit, remove the Stroke 


of thy Hand from Him, and make Him glad through thy 


reſtoring Mercy. Above all we pray, that thou wouldſt give 


Him ſuch a Meaſure of Palience, as He may further want; 
and from all his Sie Sufferings, may He receive that hi- 
ritual Improvement, which, through thine abundant Grace, 


hall cauſe them to turn to his everlaſting Joy. Amen. 


An Addition to any other Prayer | or it may be uſed by tlelf } 
for a Sich Perſon. | 


5 


* E particularly implore thy Mercy, O Lord, to this thy 


Servant\ or this 027 Brother | who is now afflicted in 
Body. It it ſeem good in thy ſight bleſs e Means, which 


are uſed for the Removal of his Diſeaſe, and reſtore Him to 


Health and Uſefulneſs. Enable Him © zn Patience to poſ- 


es rs Soul.“ and to refign Himielf to thine all- wiſe Diſpo- 


ſal. And may every Diſeaſe, which we feel x Ourſelves, 


or obſerve zn others, make us more ſenſible of the Frailiy 
of our Nature; and engage us to apply our Hearts with 
! greater Diligence to that Wiſdom, which Will prepare us 
for Death and Eternity. Amen. | 


A ſhort Prayer, which may be uſed by the Sick Himſelf, or 
added occaſionably to any other Prayer. 


g (2% be to Thee, O LoRD, who doſt not ſpurnSinners 


from thy Preſence, but znuiteſt them to draw nigh to 


Thee. Bleſſed be thy Name, that thou haſt not lett Me 
in doubtful : Suſpence to aſk HOW 1I ſhall come before Thee, 


or HOW I ſhall be accepted of the moſt high Gop ? The 
ay is plain in thy holy Word: CHRIST is this Way; who 
has a/lured me, that © no Man cometh unto the Father but 


e Him.” (John XIV. 6.) May I now be enabled through 


Hm as my Interceſſor, to come boldty with Conn of 
| ** Henan 
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® TT-2rt and Liberty of Speech to the Throne of Grace, 
„that I may find Mercy, as a miſerable Sinner; and oh: 
« tain Grace to help me, as a needy Creature.” (Heb. IV. 
16.) Let me find Mercy to pardon my Sins, and Grace to ſanc- 
tify, comfort, and refreſh my Soul, Both Mercy and Grac: 
are from Thee, O Lok p, the Father almighty: May both 
flow to Me through JEsUs CHRIST, the Son of thy 3 
by the Power of the holy Spirit, Amen. 8 


An Addition to any other Prayer Cor it may be uſed by ſelf) 
for one, who ig 2nfirm and aged, 


E thou, O Loxp, the Strength of the Heart of thi: 
thy Servant, [or this our Brother] who is labouring 
under the [nfirmwues of Age, and declining Nature, May 
the Principles of Faith and Hope give that firmneſs, and 
Vigour to the M:nd, which ſhall enable it thro' thy Grace 
to ſuſtain the Decays of bodily Strength. and, while 
© the outward Man periſheth, may the inward Man be 
© renewed Day by Day.” Amen. | 


Four Collects from the Common Prayer Book, which mav 5e 
uſed either as an Addition lo any other Prayers, or by 
| themſeves. | | 


A Colle from the Litany Service. 


E humbly beſcech thee, O Father, mercifully to 

look upon our Jnfirmiuirs, and for the Glory of thy 
Name turn from us all thoſe Fo/s, which we mot righte- 
ouſly have deſerved ; and grant that we may put our zwholt 
Truſt and Confidence in thy Mercy, and evermore fret 
Thee in Holineſs and Pureneſs of Living, to thy Honour 
and Glory, thro' our only Mediator, and Advocate] ESUs 
CuRIsT, our LORD. Amen. 


A Colle from the Burial Service. 


N the Midſt of Lite we are in Death: Of whom; may we 
. ſeek for Succour but of Thee, O Lo RD, who fr our 
Sins art juſtly diſpleaſed? Yet O Lord Gop mot holy, 


O Lob moſt mighty, O holy and moſt merciful Saviout, | 


deliver us not into the bitter Pains of eterna! Death. Theu 
knoweſt 
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noweſt, LoRD, the Secrets of our Hearts, ſhut not thy 
merciful Ears to our Prayers; but ſpare us, LORD mot? 
holy, © Gop moſt mighty, O holy and merciful Savi- 
our, thou moſt worthy Judge eternal, ſuffer us not at our 
4% Hour, for any Pains of Death, to fall from Thee. 
Amen. h 


A Collect for the Sunday next before Faſter, 


LMIGHTY and everlaſting GoDp, who, of thy ten- 
1 der Love to Mankind, haſt ſent thy Son our Savi- 
our [JESUS CHRIST to take upon Him our Fleſh, and te 
ſulfer Death upon the Croſs, that all Mankind ſhould fol- 
low the Example of his great Humility, mercifully grant, 
that zv2 may both follow the Example of his Patience, and 
allo be made Partahkers of his Reſurretton through the ſame 
JusUs CURIST our Lord. Amen. 


A Collect for the twelfth Sunday after Trinity, 
A LMIGHTY and everlaſting GoD, who art abvays 


more ready to hear than we o pray, and art wont to 
give more than either we deſire or deſerve, pour down up- 
us the Abundance of thy Mercy; forgive us thoſe Things, 
whereof our Conſctence s afraid ; and give us thoſe good 
Things, which we are not worthy to aſk but through the 
Merits and Mediation of JESUS CHRIST our Lord, Amen. 


lnportant EJACULATIONS ſome of which etther the Sick, 
Tr others, may chooſe for frequent Uſe, as beſt ſunts them. 


1, MN my cart be habitually aſcending to Heaven! 
—2, May I thank GOP for al his Mercies; par- 

ticularly for the Grace He has given Me now to pray to 
Him; and for his Preſervation of Me the pajt Night, [or 
Day. |-g. May I continue in Prayer, and watch in the ſame 
with Thankſgiving ! (Col. iv. 2.)—4. May I daily receive 
tlie important and promiſed Aid of the Holy Spirit ! (Luke xi. 
13.) — H. May I ſei the LORD now, and always before Me; 
Pim. Xvi, 8.) for Thou God ſeeſt Me. (Gen. xvi. 13.)—6. 
| L. May 
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May I be fupported in Lite and Death by a comfortable Senſe 
ot Pardon, b 
zvell-founed Hope of Glory. —7. Intercede for Me, O Lok p, 
as thon didſt for Peter, that my Farth fait not. (Luke xvii, 
32.)—e, May I grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge and 
Love of our Lord and Saviour IESUS CHRIST. ( 2 Pet, ili. 
18.)=9. May I be ſerious and faithful, and on every proper 
Opportunity endeavour to edzfy others. (Epheſ. iv. 29.)—10, 
Helh Me, O Lox, to do every Day's ſþir:izual Work in its 
Day, and every Week's ſpiritual Work in its Weck, ſo 
that I may have o the Work of Dying to do at laſt.— 11. 
May I be found at Death, repenting, believing, renounc- 
ing all Self- Confidence, and © looking for the Mercy of our 
„Lo RD JESUS CHRIST unto eternal Life.“ (Jude 21.) 
12. Forgive Me, O LoRD, my having ſinned againſt Hæa- 
ven, and before IRC. — 13. I picad thy Promiſes, O Gop, 
to pardon all, who truly repent : (Iſai. lv. 7.) I plead my 
own Miſery and Danger: (Pf. xxv. 11.) I plead thy Good- 
neſs, O LoRD, and. Willingneſs to forgive: (Pl. IXxvi. 
5.) I plead the Merits and Propitiation of my Advocate 
JESUS CHRIST the rigliteous for all my Sins. (1 John ii. 
1 and 2) 14. May I /ove the LORD my GOD with all 
my Jeart, with all my Soul, with all my Mind, and with all 
my Strength (Mark xxii. 30.) — 15. Not my Will but thine 
be done: The Cup which my heavenly Father hath given 
Me, ſhall I not dre it? (John xvin. 11.) May my own 


Will be ſubdued by the Love of Gon!—10. May I lv by 


the Faith of the Son of GOD! (Gal. ii. 20.)—17. May I do 


unto 04ers, as I would they ſhould do unto Ale ! (Mat. vii. 


12,)—18, Be unto Me, O Lok p, a preſent Help in ths, 
and every other Time of Trouble. (Pſm. xlvi. 1.)—19. Pre- 
fare Me tor thy whole Will, May thy Grace be ſufficient 
for Me under every Trial. (2 Cor. xii. 9.) — 20. May I al- 
ways be prepared to die; and may my Fears of Death be daily 
leflening !—21. Whether I hve, may I {ce unto the Lorb, 
or whether I die, may I dz unto the LORD; whether there- 
fore I lib, or die may I be the Lok D's. (Rom. xiv. 8.) 


£5 Byejaculatory {or ſudden) Prayer we off: r up ſhort Petitions on 
every Occafion in the Midſt of our worldly Employments, or on our Beds; and 
this is equally as acceptable in tie Sight of Gon, as the more enlarged and 
ſolemn Manner 0% Prayer, F offered vp according to his Will : and with 2 
pelieving Regard to CHRIS. 8 | 


y an 2ncreaſing Faith in CuUR1ST; and by a 
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2 fhort Prayer for Pardon of Sin. 


\ FOST voracious Gop, whatever Sins in Thought, 
+ Word. or Deed, I have this Day, or at any other 
Time commutted whatever Duties to Thee, my Neigh- 
Hour or Myſelf I have omitted; and in whatever Inſtances 
my Temper, or Behaviour, have been ene to Thee, 
{ carneſitly beſeech Thee to FOR GIVE: and may I be en- 
zbl:d by thy Grace to be more «pon my Guard againſt ot- 
tending Thee for the Time to come, —Hear Me, O LoRn, 
hear Me, anſwer, own, and accept Me for thy Mercy's 
Sake in CHRIST JESUS, my Redecmer and Advocate. 
Amen. | | 


A Prayer which may be uſed by & notorious Sinner, who has 
deterred his Repentance, till within a. ſhort Time before his 


Death. Sce Page 427. 


A LMIGHTY Gop, and merciful Father of the Spirits 
of all Fleſh, graciouſly hear, I beſeech Thee, the pe- 
eit Supplication of 2 miſerable Sinner, deeply ſenſible 
of his Guilt and Wretchedneis; and now humbly deſirous 
of caſting Himſelf on thy Mercy through thy bleſſed Son 
sus CHRIST, who by his bitter Sufferings and Death 
has atoned thy awful Juſtice, and opened a new and living 
Way to thy Favour in Behalf of all ſuch, as with truly con- 
ie Hearts deſire to return to Thee. | 

1 have tinned with grievous Aggravation; have not only 
ofended thy Juſtice, and dared thy avenging Power, but 
ve abuled thy Goodnels, flighted the gracious Calls of 
thy Providence end Goſpel, and ſhamefully indulged the 
Corruptions of my own Heart to the great Drhonour of thy 
loly Name, and the Injury of my Fellow-Creatures. My 
Guilt is too great for me to expreſs, and ſuch as no created 
Power can 1-move; and I confeis the Righteouſneſs of the 
Sentence, which appoints me to ſuffer from thy Juſtice the 
Pans of everlaſting Puniſhment. | 


But, O LorDp, moſt merciful, Thou haſt graciouſly de- 
cared, © there is Forgzoneſs with Thee; “ that Thou 
dofiref not the Deals of a Sinner, but that He ſhould 
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* repent and lire, that thy bleſſed Son, JESUS CuRtsT, 
not only died for Sinners, even the chief of Sinners, but 
alſo, that He noꝛo liveth at thy right Hand to make [nterceſ. 


fon. tor them, that they may be brought to Repentance; 


and fo, returning unto Thee with wnfergned Sorrow for 


their paſt Offences, with a lively Faith in Hin, and with a 


ſincere Endeavour after Obed:-nce to thy Will, they may be 
forgrven and admitted to the Enjoyment of eternal Lite, 


Encouraged by this moſt gracious Goodneſs I would fain 
look up to thy offended Majeſty with ſome Hope even in 
theſe /aſt Moments of a very ſinful Lite. O Long p, moſt 
merciful Gop ot Salvation, © caſt Me not away from thy 
*« Preſence,” I beſeech Thee, but for thy Mercy's Sake, in 
CUuRIST JESUS, have Compaſſion on Me; ſupport Me in 
the awful Hour of Death, and admit Me into thy bliſsful 


| Preſence in the Kingdom of Glory, there to adore and praiſe 


Thee World without End! Amen, | 


N. B. This Prayer may be uſed occaſionally by a con- 
demned Malefactor. But for Prayers of thts Kind fee Dr. 
Dopp's Exhortations and Prayers for the Inſtruction and 
Comfort of Malefactors under Impriſonment for capita! 
Offences and more particularly for Loſe under Sentence of 
Death. (Price ſewed Two Shillings.) 


notorious JzNer. See page 127, 


Another Prayer to the ſame Effect, which may be uſed with a 


LMIGHTY, and everlaſtins Go p, Creator and Lord 


of all Worlds, we kneel betore the Throne of thy 


Grace, to fprttzon Thee in Behalt of this our fick Brother, 
who has moſt grievouſly ſinned againit Thee. He owns 
Himſelf thy Creature, and that 2 Thee He lives, moves, 
and has his Being; that Thou haſt given Him a reaſonable 


and Immortal Soul, and haſt made Him /ubj: to thy moſt 
wile, righteous, and gracious Government. 


But, O LoRD, He has rebelled againſt Thee, He has in 

znnumerable and notoriousInſtances tranſgreſſed thy moſt equit- 
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1 
able Larus, defyed thy awful Zufizce, and {lighted and abuſed 
thy great Mercy, Which has fo often kindly warned Him 
of his Guilt and Danger, and called Him to Repentance, 


by the moſt tender and condeſcending Moes. Gracious 


Cop! He is aſhamed of his Baceneſs, Preſumption and 
Ingratitude: He confeſſes his Sins before Thee with the 
deepeſt Humiliation, He acknowledges the Zuſtzce of that 
Sentence of Condemnation, winch his Confctence by thine 
Authority has pronounced on Him; and that.1t is of thy 


undeſerved Goodneſs and long Suffering, that he 1s not ut- 


- 


terly, and forever undone, given up to Darkneſs, Deſpair 
aud Miſery in another World. | | 
Adored be thy Name, that there is Forgiveneſs with Thee 
through the Blood of thy Son JESUS CHRIST; and that, 
if any Sinner “ forſfake his evil Thoughts and Ways, and 
turn unto Thee, thou wilt have Mercy on Him, and 
* abundantly pardon.” (Iſai, lv, 7.) On this Mercy He 
would now humbly caſt Himſelf. O moſt gracious Gop 
and Father, let the prectous Blood, which thy Son JESUS 
CuRIST ſhed on the Croſs tor Sinners, plead for Him; 
Jet thy Grace this Way manifeſted, be indeed applied to his 
Conſcience to *© purge it from dead Works that it may 
„ ſerve Thee, tie living Gop.” Grant, we beſeech Thee, 
the gracious Influences of thy Holy Spirit farther to enlight- 
en his benighted Mind; to purity his Aﬀettions; and to 


. quicken his Prayers with new and ſpiritual Lite, 


He deſires to thank Thee for what he has read, or heard 
of thy Mercy through JEesUs CHRIST; and that Thou haſt 
/o far awakened his Conſcience, and diſpoſed his Heart to 
ſeek thy Mercy. He zntreats Thee, moſt gracious Gob, to 
impreſs it ſtill deeper with theſe Things; to quicken more 
and more his Repentance and Faith; and ſo to renew and 
purify his whole Nature; that he may ſpend the ſhort Re- 
mains of his Life in thy true Fear, find at the awful Hour of 
Death thy gracious Support, be at laſt received into thine 
adorable Preſence, and enjoy the Bleſſings of thine hea- 
venly Kingdom, | 
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* repent and {we ;”—that thy bleſſed Son, JESUS CHRIST, 
not only died for Sinners, even the chief of Sinners, but 
alſo, that He now liveth at thy right Hand to make [nterceſ. 


fron for them, that they may be brought to Repentance; 


and ſo, returning unto Thee with wunfergned Sorrow for 
their paſt Offences, with a lively Faith in H/, and with a 
ſincere Endeavour after Obedz-nce to thy Will, they may be 
forgiven and admitted to the Enjoyment of eternal Lite, 


Encouraged by this moſt gracious Goodneſs I would fain 


look up to thy offended Majeſty with ſome Hope even in 


theſe /aſt Moments ot a very ſinful Lite. O Lok p, moſt 
merciful Go p ot Salvation, © caſt Me not away from thy 
* Preſence,” I beſeech Thee, but for thy Mercy's Sake, in 
CURIST JESUS, have Compaſſion on Me; ſupport Mein 
the awful Hour of Death, and admit Me into thy bliſsful 
Preſence in the Kingdom of Glory, there to adore and praiſe 


Thee World without End ! Amen. 


N. B. This Prayer may be uſed occafionally by a con- 
demned Malefactor. But for Prayers of %s Kind fee Dr. 
Dopp's Exhortations and Prayers for the Inſtruction and 
Comfort of Malefactors under Impriſonment for capital 
Offences and more particularly for thoſe under Sentence of 
Death. (Price ſewed Two Shillings.) 


Another Prayer to the ſame Effect, which may be uſed with a 


notorious Su, r. See page 127, 


A LMIGHTY, and everlaſting Gop, Creator and Lord 
x of all Worlds, we kneel before the Throne of thy 


Grace, to petition Thee in Behalf of this our fick Brother, 


who has moſt grievoully ſinned againit Thee. He owns 
Himſelf thy Creature, and that in Thee He lives, moves, 
and has his Being; that Thou haſt given Him a reaſonable 
and Immortal Soul, and haſt made Him /ubj:& to thy moſt 


' wiſe, righteous, and gracious Government. 


But, O Log p, Hehasrebelled againſt Thee, He has in 

znnumerable and notoriousInſtances tranſgreſſed thy moſt equit- 
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able Lars, defyed thy awtul Zaſizce, and ſlighted and abuſed 
thy great Mercy, which has 1o often kindly warned Him 
of his Guilt and Danger, and called Him to Repentance, 
by the moſt tender and condeſcending Motzwes. Gracious 
Cop! He is aſhamed of his Baceneſs, Preſumption and 
Ingratitude: He confeſſes his Sins betore Thee with the 
deepeſt Humiliation. He acknowledges the 7uſizce of that 
Sentence of Condemnation, which his Conference by thine 
Authority has pronounced on Him; and that.it is of thy 
undeſerved Goodnels and long Suffering, that he is not ut- 
terly, and forever undone, given up to Daiknels, Deſpair 
and Miſery in another World. | | 


Adored be thy Name, that there is Forgiveneſs with Thee 
through the Blood of thy Son JESUS CHRIST; and that, 
if any Sinner “ forſake his evil Thoughts and Ways, and 


turn unto Thee, thou wilt have Mercy on Him, and 


„ abundantly pardon.” (Iſai. Iv. 7.) On this Mercy He 
would now humbly caſt Himſelf. O moſt gracious Gop 
and Father, let the precious Blood, which thy Son JESUS 
CurisT ſhed on the Croſs tor Sinners, plead for Him; 
Jet thy Grace this Way manifeſted, be indeed applied to his 
Conſcience to *© purge it from dead Works that it may 


_ * ſerve Thee, tie living Gop.” Grant, we beſeech Thee, 


the gracious Influences of thy Holy Spirit farther to enhght- 
en his benighted Mind; to purify his Affections; and to 
quicken his Prayers with new and ſpiritual Lite, 


He deſires to thank Thee for what he has read, or heard 
of thy Mercy 1 ESUS CHRIST; and that Thou haſt 
ſo far awakened his Conſcience, and diſpoſed his Heart 70 


ſeek thy Mercy. He zntreats Thee, moſt gracious Gob, to 


impreſs it ſtill deeper with theſe Things; to quicken more 
and more his Repentance and Faith; and ſo to renew and 

purify his whole Nature; that he may ſpend the ſhort Re- 
mains of his Life in thy true Fear, find at the awful Hour of 

Death thy gracious Support, be at laſt received into thine 
adorable Preſence, and enjoy the Bleſſings of thine hea- 
venly Kingdom. ; 


Lg | | Hear © 
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Hear us, moſt mercitul Gop, and gran? theſe our earn. 
eſt Requeſts, in the Behalt of our fick Brother, a moſt mi. 
ferable Sinner. Oh hear us for the Sake of thy Son ]Esus 
CHRIST, our only Mediator and Advocate, and thus glo- 
rify the Riches of thy Grace in his Salvation. Amen, 


A Prayer with one, who is in 4 bad State. See Page 15, 


LMIGHTY Gov, Source of all Beings, and Cen- 
tre of all Good, look down for CHRIST's Sake on 
this our ſick Brother, who acknowledges that He is a miſer- 


able Sinner—Whither ſhall He fly? Even Darkneſs detects 


Him, and Flight brings Him nigh. Oh let Him not de- 
ceive Himſelt : May his Repentance be fincere, that fo 
He may be thine, Send down thy Sp:r:4 to ſanctify his 
corrupt Soul, | | 


Moſt merciful JESUS, what Refuge can He have but in 
Thee, Oh! what a Sinner has lle been? a Son of Satan, 


He has looked upon the Multitude of Sinners around Him: 


as an Apology for his finnng; and the fintul Fa ftzon of the 
IForid as a Repeal of thy lily Laws, Toy Blrfjings He has 
turned into Poiſon, and mate Arrows of them to fight a- 
gainſt Thee. The Time, that Thou gaveſt Him for Re- 
pentance, He has turned into Foliv, “ guenched thy Shiret, 


ſtifled the Voice of Conference, and the Voice of thy Word. 


How long haſt thou forborne Him, when thine Arrows 
went abroad, and flew many of his leſs vicious Compani- 
ons! He continued unadmomihed by thine Admonitions! 
He has been unafietted by thy Mercies, and his Szus at 
Length have found Him ont to his Shame and Confuſion. 


Oh! deliver his Sou! from the Pangs of that eternal Puniſh- 


ment, which He deſerves. Look in his Behalf, O Gon. 
on the Face of thine Anointed, He has often imprecated 


Damnation on Himſelf and others. Forgive Him thefe hell- 


iſh Crimes, and let Him find Mercy.—Mercy, Mercy, we 
aſk for Him, and we aſk it for the Sake of our bleſled 
Lo Rp thy Son IESUS CHRIST. 5 | 


Alas, how hard is his Heart! Strike thou the Rock, and 
the Waters of penz7ent Sorrow ſhall flow. He has (as it 


were) ſtryggled for his Deitruttion, and /{[rove to pluck 


down Ruin on lus guilty Head, yet let not thine Anger 


burn. 


1 
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burn againſt Him forever. Oli! caſt a Look of Compaſ- 
ſion on Him. Receive his Spirit whenever He dies, and 
He will be one of the greateſt Monuments of thy Grace. It 
is an omnipotent Action to fave the moſt undone! Oh! 
ſpare, pardon, bleſs, even Him, who confeſſes, that. He 
is one of the vileſt of the Sons of Men: Raiſe Him from 
a ſick Bed, reſtore his Health, and may He live to praiſe 
Thec, and finally be received into thine everlaſtins King- 
dom through IE SUS CHRIST. Amen. 


the Prayer of MAN ASSEI, Aezng of Judah, (taken from the 
Apocrypha) for Mercy and Pardon, when he was impriſoned 
%, Dungeon at Babylon; ſuitable to any notorious Sinner, - 


who 1s truly penttent. 
(= Compare this Prayer with 2 Chron. xxx1u1. 


LORD, almighty Gop, who haſt made Heaven and 

Earth, with all the Ornaments thereof, who haſt 
bound the Sea by the Word of thy Commandment, who 
haft hut up the Deep, and ſealed it by thy terrible and glo- 
rious Name; whom all Men fear, and tremble before thy 
Power; for the Majeſty of thy Glory cannot be borne ; 
and thy angry Threatening towards Sinners is inſupporta- 


Fe: But thy meraful Pronmife is unmeaſurable and un- 


ſearchable; for Thou art the. moſt High LORD, of great 
Compaſſion, Long-ſuffering, very mercitul, and repenteſt 
of the Evils of Men 


Thou, O Lok p, according to thy great Goodneſs, haſt - 
promiſed Repentance and Forgiveneſs to Them, who have 
ſinned againſt Thee, and of thine infinite Mercies haſt ap- 
pointed Repentance to Sinners, that they may be ſaved : 
Thou, therefore, O LoRD, who art the Gop of the Zufk, 
haſt not appointed Repentance to the 7ſt ;F but thou haſt 

| | L 4 appointed 

+ The Words of our Lord are J oy ſhall be in Heaven over one 
Sinner, that repenteth more than over ninety and nine juſt Perſons, 
who need no Repentance.” (Luke xv. 7.) It cannot be ſuppoſed, - 
that either CHRIST, or MANASSEH, meant that any Man living, how- 


ever juſt, and exemplary in the Sight of Men could need no Repentance 
in the Sight of God, But the true Meaning of it is, that thoſe, who are 


| here called juſt, do not need ſuch deep Repentance, or an univerſal: 


Change of Mind, and Character, as Sinners in general want, 
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appointed Repentance unto Me, who am a Sinner, for I 


have ſinned above the Number of the Sands of the Sea. 


| My Tranſgreſſions O LoD, are multiplied- and I am not 
worthy to behold and ſee the Height of Heaven, for the Maul- 


tude of mine Inzquities: I am bowed down with many Tron 


Bands, that I cannot litt up my Head; neither have any 


Releaſe; for I have provoked thy Wrath, and done Evi] 
before Thee; I did not thy Will, neither kept I thy Com- 


mandments. 


No therefore, I bow the Knee of mine Heart; beſeech- 
ing Thee of Grace: I have ſinned, O Lok D, and I acknow- 
ledge my Iniquities; wherefore I humbly beſeech Thee for- 
give Me, and deſtroy Me not: Be not angry with Me for 


ever, by referving Evil for Me; neither condemn Me into 


the lower Parts of the Earth: For Thou art the G op, even 
the GoD of Them, who repent ; and in Me thou wilt ſhew 
all thy Goodneſs, for thou wilt s AVE Me, who am un- 
worthy, according to thy great Mercy : Therefore, I will 
praiſe Thee for ever all the Days of my Lite; for all the 
Powers of the Heavens do praſe Thee, and une is the 
Glory tor ever and ever. Amen, 


— * 


A VERSIFICATION of the Prayer of MAN ASSEH, 


1 


" 13 of the World, at length thy Rule I own; 
And proſtrate fall before thy boundleſs Throne: 
Thy Power reſiſtleſs trembling I confeſs, 

In {hreatenings awful, but in Love no leſs! 


2 


„Oh what a Bleſſing has that Love aſſign'd, | 
* By Penttence to heal the wounded Mind! 5 
"MF 


My Crimes acknowledge; which of crimſon Dye, 


I hat ue RE PEN TAN CE leads to ſaving Love ! 


oo | 


© By Penttence to Sinners, who, like Me, 
+ More than th' unnumber'd Sands, that ſhore the Sea, 


„In all their ſcarlet Horrors meet my Eye! 


3 


* Oh Eye, unworthy of the Light of Heaven; 
© Oh Sins too mountainous to be forgiven : 
Oh Rebel to the Law, and Love divine, | 
« How juſtly Gop's ſevereſt Vengeance thine! 

4 

* But oh, I bend my Heart's obedient Knee, 
In Supphcation, LORD, for Grace to 7 hee ! 
„es! I have jenn'd; and I confeſs the Whole— 
Forgive Me then, nor caſt away my Soul! 
Save Me from Erul, from thine Anger ſave, 
And ſnatcli me from the dark, untimely Grave! 


ky 8 


Friend of the Contrite, I hou wilt Pardon give; 
A Monument of Mercy I ſhall live! | 
And worthleſs as I am, for ever prove, 


* That'true Repentance tunes to Pratſe the Heart, | 
And in the Choir of Heav'n ſhall bear an ample Part!“ 


Thus by Aghthon's deep Correction taught, (3 
Manaſſch to the LORD for Mercy ſought ; | | 7: 
By the kind Chaſtening of a Father's Rod, | yy 
Brought to the Knowledge of Himfelt and GOD! 


ws 
a 3 ny 


Happy Afton, for ſuch Knowledge giv'n; 1 
Aud bleſt the Dungeon, which tus led to Heay'n ! 155 
A Prayer with one who is in a doubtful ſtate. See Page 17. 56 
LMIGHTY Gov, the Creator of all Things, adored F 
be thy Power and Wiſdom, in all tle Works of Ji. 


thine Hands. When we conſider the human Frame, form'd 


tor an Exiſtence not only in the preſent, but in a Future 
| 5 | tate 


2 
* Eat 
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State of Happineſs or Miſery, may we be ſuitably impreſſ- 
ed with a Senſe of the Value of our 7mortal Souls. Grant 
O Loxp, that this our ſick Brother, who is now afflicted 
with this Diſeaſe, which reminds him of the Certainty of 
Death, may have ſuch a Senſe of his Situation, as a Sinner, 
that he may be truly concerned about the Salvation of his 
Soul. Teach Him to conſider the Cauſe of his preſent Af. 
fliction, and the Ends to be anſwered by this Diſpenſation 
of Providence.—Nor let Him be thoughtleſs of what may be 
the Event of it, but remember, that he may, and will be {n1- 
moned to appear before 7hee as the Judge of the World. 
May He look back on his former Conduct, and examine it 
by thy holy Law. So teach Him by thy good Sprri, that 
He may ſee the Evil of Sin, and truly repent of it. May 
He examine his Heart, and not be deceived with the falfe 
Hope of Salvation, if deſtitute of Repentance unto Lite,” 


and ſaving Faith in our Lord JESUS CHRIST. Grant, 


we earneſtly beleech Thee, O LoRp, that this Sickneſs 
may be the Means of purifying his Heart, and leading Him 
to CHRIST, the only Redeemer of Sinners. Let Him not 
depart out of this World, till his Peace with Thee be ſe— 
cured, and He be prepared by thy Grace for a State of 
_ endleſs Joy, through the Operation of Faith in IE SUS 
CURIST, hy Son, and our Lord. men. | 


A Prayer with one in a good State. See Page 19. 


GOD of all Grace and Mercy, Look with an Eye of 
Compaſſion on this thy ſick Servant, and have Mercy 
on Him through the Mediation of thy well-beloved Son. 


He has ſinned againſt Thee, yet He has Hope, when He 


looks to thine infinite Mercy #rough CHRIST, the Re- 
deemer, and to the Covenant of Grace. We plead for 
Him the Sacrifice and Merits of thy Son, and the Promiſes 
of Forgiveneſs through HIM. He condemns H:melf, but 
do not Thou, O Lok p, condemn Him. * Caſt Him not 
* away from thy Preſence ;” nor ſentence. him to depart 
from Thee with the Workers of Iniquity. Are there not 
Multitudes in Heaven, who were once like Hm and Us 
Sinners on Earth? Let thy Mercy alſo be glorified in s 
Forgiveneſs and Salvation, He aſks not for Liberty to fin 

again, 
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again, but for Deliverance from every ſinful Inclination. 


Give Him the Renewal of thy oly Spirit, even a new and 
divine Nature, that He may be © Holineſs to the LORD.“ 


Fnlighten Him with the ſaving Knowledge of Thyſelf, and 
ty Son JESUS CHRIST. Fill Hun with thy Love, that 


Lis Heart may wholly delight in Thee. Let thy Kingdom 


and Glory, thy Word and Ways be hzs, and our frequent 
Meditation. Let our Treaſure be in. Heaven; and there let 
ws daily converſe. Put thy Fear into our Hearts, that we 
may never depart from Thee, Let this World be crucified 
40 %, and we to the World by the Croſs of CHRIST. En- 
able us to walk, not after the Fleſh but after the Spirit. 
Keep us from ever © walking in the Councel of the Un- 
* & lv, or ſtanding in the Way of Sinners, or ſitting in the 
© Seat of the Scornkul.' Bleſs us with all the Means for 
our Sanctification, and Salvation. May we never forget the 
Covenant of our GOD. Flelp us by thy Spirit to quench 
the fit Motive of Sin; and fo fortity us againſt all Temp- 
„tions, that we“ may be more than Conquerors through 
„Him who hach loved us.” Prepare us for Sufferings and 
Death, that we may yield our departing Souls into the faith- 
ful Hands of our Redeemer, | 
MY ; 


We beſeech Thee by thy Word and Spirit to convince, - 


and convert ua2conuverted Sinners, and to turn them © from 
* Gop,” that they eilo with us may receive the Torgiue- 
els of Sins, and an Inheritance among 7/ec;z, who are fanc- 
tified © by Faith, which is in CHRIST IE SUS.“ In HIM, 
may we be found and accepted both living and dying; and 
to HIM be everlaſting Praiſe. Auen. 


+ Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan to 


A Prayer with one, wo is @ mere Formatiſt, See Page 2 3. 


( Los, to whom the Hearts of all Men are open, Thou 
art a Wineſs to all our Actions, and acquainted with 
the Motives of our Conduct. Hear our Prayer for this our 


lick Brother. Grant, O LoRD, that He may not be ſa- 


tified with having attended to the Form of Godlineſs with- 
out the Power of Religion on his, Heart. May He ſee the 
ſhiritual Nature and wide Extent of thy Law, which directs 


L, © | the 
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the Thoughts of the Heart, as well as the Actions of Life, 
May He remember, that Thou ſearcheſt the Heart, and 
that hey are the acceptable Worſhipers, who not only pre- 
ſent their Bodies before Thee as a reaſonable ſacrifice, but 
who worſhip Thee zn Shirit and in Truth. Suffer Him not 
to reſt in any external Forms, to which He has attended, but 
may He now ſee, that vital Religion affetts the Heart, re- 
gulates all the Thoughts, fixes the Soul on Thy/elf, as the 
Centre of Happineſs: And, whenever He may depart out 


of this World, may He be made fit to be a Partaker of the 


Inheritance of the Saints in Light, through JESUS CHRISI 
our Lord. Amen, 


A Prayer with one, who 1s very ignorant. See Page 27, 


LESSED LoRD, who haſt not only given us the Fa- 
culty of Reaſon, but the higher Bleſſing of Revelation, 


and by both to bring us to the Knowledge of n Will, and 


our Duty, look down with Compaſſion on this our unhappy 


Fellow-Creature, who appears hitherto to have been inſenſi- 


ble to the higheſt Privilege of his Nature, and the molt im- 


portant Concern of his Life. Convince him of the great Sin 


of his paſt Neglect of ſo many Means and Opportunites of 
Inſtruction, with which Thou haſt bleſſed a/ in this Na- 
tion, however poor or 4lliterate,—Awaken Him to a Deſire 
of improving the Remainder of Life thou mayeſt allot Him, 
to a farther Acquaintance with what thou haſt done for Him. 
Make Him ſenſible of his many Tranſgreſſions againſt Thee 
his Maker, that He may ſee the Necefity of Repentance, 
of the Atonement made by our LORD for his Offences. Open 
his Eyes, and ſoften his Heart, that He may diſcern and 
receive HIM, whom thou haſt ſet forth to be a Propitia- 
tion, even JEsUs CHRIST; that he may know [im and 
the Power of has Reſurrection; and may learn, that his Suf— 
ferings were deſigned to make Room for our Acceptance, 
on our ſincere Repentance ; not to juſtify or excuſe us in 
the voluntary Ignorance, or continued Violation, or Neglect 


of our Duty. Teach Him to acknowledge the Sacriſice of 


his Redeemer, as the mer:tor:0us Cauſe of all his Hopes, 

and to teſtify this Acknowledgement not in Word's only, but 

in a ſincere Converſion of Heart, and Amendment of Life, — 
| T | y 


* 


1 
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N 
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the oy Condition of theſe Hopes; and do Thou, O Lok p, 
in Mercy we humbly beleech Thee accept of his imperfect 
Knowledge of Thee, and late Return to Thee for the Sake 
of thy Son our Saviour JESUS CHRIST. Amen, 


A Prayer with a careleſs and conſiderate Sinner in his 
Stckneſs, See Page 27. 


() THOU Creator, Preſerver, and Redeemer of the 
World by thy Son JESUS CHRIST, what Returns 
of Duty and Gratitude mayelt Thou not moſt juſtly expect 
from all thy reaſonable Creatures !—Wuh what Reverence, 
Adnuration, and Love ſhould our Hearts be filled towards 
Thee Under what a lively %% of thy Preſence ſhould 
we walk before Thee !—And how fit is it, that a CARE 


to pleaſe THEE ſhould ſwallow up every other Care. 


But how haſt Thou, our greatly injured Benefactor, been 
neglected, forgotten, and offended by this our fick Brother! 
He has lived © as without Thee in the World,” tho' He 
knew, that the World, andall that it contains, are ſupported 
and upheld by Thee; and that He 25 Nothing, has Nothing, 
and can hope for Nothing but of Thee, and from Thee.— 
Yet alas! inſtead of ſeeking after Thee, and contempla- 
ting on Thee, as He ought, how little haſt Thou been in 
all his Thoughts! How ſeldom has He, with a becoming 


Awe, reflected on thy Preſence with Him, and Inſpection 


over Him! How unmindful has he been of thy Mercies, 


how unthankful for them, and how unfruittul under them! 


That Homage, which is thy moſt unqueſtionable Due, he 
has unnaturally withheld from Thee ; and has taken no Care 
to gain thy Favour and Approbation, by attending to the 
GREAT BUSINESS of Religion, which is the End, and 
Glory of our Nature. i N 


Bleſſed GOD] when we think but for a Moment of th 


tranſcendent Greatneſs, and Goodneſs, we are aſtoniſhed, 


that this our now afflicted Brother ſhould ever have lived 
ſo regardleſs of Thee, and been guiity of ſuch numberleſs 
Offences againſt Thee. He cannot but be confounded when 


He lifts up his Face to Thee. He cannot but ſee, on — 
1 
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moſt tranſient View of his Conduct, that He has erred ex- 
cecedingly, and ſtrayed from thy Ways, like a loſt Sheep. 
What more than brutal Siupidity. what more than brutal 
Ingraticuade has He diſcovered! For the Ox knoweth his 
„Owner, and the As his Maſter's Crib ; but He has not 
known 7iee,” the great Proprietor and LoRD, as He 
ought: nor has He duly conſidered the vaſt and mighty 
Obligations, which thou haſt laid on Him. | 


Make Him more and more ſenſible, O LorD, that He 
canno. flight hy Mercies without incurring thy Judg— 
ments; that He cannot live in the Neglect of his Duty, 
and trifle with G0 and his Conſcience with Impunity. 
His Danger is as great as his Folly, Ingratitude, and Guilt, 
Thou art a righteous, as well as a mcrcitul God. Thou 
wilt call him to an awful and ſevere Account for his care- 
leſineſs, his Neglects, his wilful and preſumptuous Sins, 
whether of Omiſſion, or Commiſſion. Deftruttion and 
Miſery are in the Ways of thoſe, who wander from their 
Gob. Oh let Him not vainly expect either preſent 
Peace, or future Safety, while he continues a Stranger to 
Thee, and in a State of Diſaffection towards Thee, nor ſuf. 
ter Him to indulge an Indolence of Temper, or heedleſsly 
to purſue any ſuch evil Courſes, as will without Faith and 
Repentance, involve Him in everlaſting Ruin. Gracioufly 
look upon his Aftdons, and finally receive Him to Thy- 
felf. 


[If the fick Perſon be too weak 10 alleud to the Whole of 


this Prayer, il may be divided here, concluding one Part, aud 
beginning, after a proper 1nterval, the other with a few words 
ſuꝛtable to each. 5 


Convince Him, O LORD, that, if He were to remain 
thus far from Thee, He muſt periſh everlaſtingly. Thy 
Favour is the only real Ground of Security and Hope; 
and this He can never attain without earneſtly ſeeking it in 
the Way of his Duty. Pluck Him, we beſeech Thee, 
* 25a Brand out of the Fire.”—Bring Him, before it be 
too late to an effectual Senſe of his Sin and Folly ; ſet the 
Danger of a careleſs State before Hmm in the ſtrongeſt Light, 

ane 
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and point out to Him the only Way to eſcape it, thy Son 


JESUS CHRIST, © who.1s the Way, the Truth, and the 
„Life.“ Teach him fo to think on us Careleſſneſs and 
Inconſideration as to turn his Feet unto thy Teſtimontes. 
May He make Haſte, and no longer; delay to keep thy 
Commandments. Help Him * to ſeei: Thee whilſt Thou 
„ mayeit be found; and call upon Thee whilit Thou art 
near.” And may He at Length be perſuaded “ to attend to 
* the Things, that belong to his Peace and Welfare, before 
they are hid from his Eyes. Break, gracious GOD that 


fatal, Enchantement, which has bound his Soul to earthly 


and ſenſual! Objects. Let not his © Heart be any longer 
* hardened through the Deceitfulnels of Sin,” but melt 
and ſubdue it by thy heavenly Grace. Teach Him that 
important Leſſon, which He has been /iow to learn: Teach 


him to know, love, and practice his Duty, Give Hun a 


Taſte for the Pleuſures of Religion and Devotion, Let his 
Thoughts be employed zn med:tating on the beſt Things, 
refine and ſpiritualize his Attettons, ejevate and ennoble 
his Purſuits: Quicken his Delires after Thee, and help 
him © with Purpoſe of Heart to cleave unto the Lord.” 


Pardon and forgive, we humbly beſeech Thee, the 
numberleſs Sins and Tranſgreſſions of his paſt careleſs Life; 
raiſe Him from the Bed of Sickneſs, and enable Him to att 
a wifer and better Part in al Reſpetts for the Time to come, 
and graciouſly accept Him, and all his Attempts to ſerve 
Thee for thy Mercy's Sake zn and thro JESUS CHRIST 
our Lord. Amen. | J 


A Prayer with a Backſlider, one, who has left off Prayer, 


public Mofſhip, and other religious Duties. See Page 28. 


() Lord, we humbly implore the Reſtoration of this our 
ſick Brother to thy Favour, who acknowledges, that 
to Him belongeth Confuſion of Face, becauſe He has ſin- 
ned againſt Thee the great and dreadful God, and has been 
guilty of the ungrateful abominable Sin of Bachſliding. He 


confeſſes the Juſtice and Goodneſs of thy Laws, and had 


choſen thy Service, as the moſt perfect Freedom; He 


knows, that without Holineſs none ſhall ever ſee Thee, O 


LORD; 
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Lord; and that Tribulation and Anguiſh, Indignation, and 
Wrath, is the Portion of au, who do Evil.” And yet, 
O Lokb, fooliſh and miſerable Sinner, that Hezs, He has 
yielded again to Temptation, departed from thy Ways and 
from Holineſs, tor the Sake of a _— Satisfaction, and a 


{mall and momentry Pleaſure or Gain. And by this De. 
parture from Thee, and religious Dunes, He has juſtly in— 
curred thy Diſpleaſure, abuſed thy Grace and Goodneſs 
to him, and hazarded the Loſs of thy eternal Favour, Which 
is better than Life itſelf.“ 


But, O LORD GOp, to whom belongeth Mercy and For- 
giveneſs, we moit earneſtly beſeech Thee to have Mercy on 
Him. O LokDb, hear us, O LoRD, forgive, his Offences, 
His Conſcience reproaches Him, and his Heart 1s troubled 
within Him. He feels Himſelf depriv'd by this Back/lidtng 
of that Hope and Confidence in thee thro' JESUS CHRIST, 
which He had attained on the Goſpel Terms of Faith, Re- 
pentance, and renewed Obedience; and He now finds 
Himſelf liable to thy Wrath, and expoſed to hy Judgments 
both temporal and cternal, | | 


Thou art now correfting Him by this Sickneſs ; but Oh 
let it be wath Mercy, leſt thou bring Him to Nothing. We 


know, that the *Wages of Sin is Death, but we humbly be-. 


ſeech Thee, merctiul God, who art flow to Anger, and of 

great Pity, and would'ſt have none to periſh, but a to come 

to Repentance, ſpare Him and grant Him farther Time 

for Repentance, that He may finiſh the Work Thou hait 

given him to do, and which He now purpoſes and reſolves 

by the Aid of thy Grace to make the great Buſineſs of his 
future Life. 5 


Be pleaſed, O LORD, for the Sake of thy dear Son, 
and of thine own Goodneſs, to pardon and forgive this hein- 
ous Offence of Back/hding, and give him Grace to bring 
forth the Fruits of Repentance in Newneſs of Life; and 
ſo to govern Himſelf in the Whole of his Conduct for the 
future by that golden Rule, which our Lord has taught us, 
to do unto others as we would that hey ſhould do unto 
us, Matt. vii. 12, E | 5 

Bleſſed 


* 
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'Bleſſed be thy goodneſs, that there are Hopes and Aſſur- 
ance for returning Sinners n and through CHRIST, who was 
pleaſed to ſhed his Blood, as a meritorious Sacrifice, Expia- 
tion and Atonement for the Sins of the World. 

Oh ! let the Blood of CHRIST, (who ©thro' the eternal 
„Spirit, offer'd Himſelf without Spot to Gop) purge his 
* Conſcience from dead Works to ſerve Thee, the living 
* Gob,” and purify his Soul from all Sin and Uncleanneſs 


that He may find the Power of CHRIST 's Death in his dying 


to Sin, and riſing to Righteouſneſs, in having the old Man 


crucity'd with Him, (Rom. vi. 6.) that the Body of Sin 


may be deſtroy'd; that henceforth he may not ſerve Sin, 
but that He may live as becomes the Goſpel; as becomes 
one who profeſſes Godlineſs, and who has by folemn Vows 
undertaken to live according to GoDp's holy Word and Com- 
mandments, denying all Ungodlineſs and worlaly Luſts. 
Oh make him truly fenſtible and always to keep in Mind 
that He can have no Hope of that Pardon and Happineſs, 
whichCHRIST has purchaſed, but on the Performance of the 
Duties of a Chriſtian, which is the Condition preſcribed in 
the Goſpel, and which we are enabled to perform by the 
promis'd Aid of the holy Spree 


If the fick Perſon be too weak to attend to the whole of this 
Prayer, it may be divided here; concluding one Part, and be- 
ginning after a proper Interval, the other, with a few Fords 
ſuitable to each. 


To this End may He ſeriouſly conſider, that the Chriſtian 
Life is a continual Warfare, that He is beſet with many 
and great Dangers, and that the Dew! © goeth about, like a roa- 
* ring Lion, ſeeking whom he may devour,” thatſo he may 
give the more Heed to make his Calling and Election to the 
Privileges of the Goſpel ſure. Grant, that He may watch 
and pray, leſt He enter into Temptations, or they get 
the Advantage over him; and may He avoid all Occa- 
ſions of Falling for the future (eſpecially by ſuch ſhame. 
ful Declenſions in Religion) and keep at the greateſt Diſ- 
tance from theſe Snares of Satan. 


May 
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May He well conſider likewiſe, that if after He has 
eſcaped the Pollutions of the World, and his Relapſe int 
Sin be ſorgiven, He ſhall again be entangled therein, and 
overcome, that the latter End will be worſe than the Be. 
ginning, and that it would have been better for Him noi 


to have known the Way, than after he had * known it to 


turn alide from thy holy Commandment.” 


O Gop, who didſt ſend thy Son into the World to free 
us from Sin, and to redeem us from all Iniquity, grant, 
that on his Prayers tor thy Grace, and his ſincere Endea. 
vours, He may be kept from all preſumptuous Sins, leſt they 
get the Dominion over Him; and that He may conquer 
and finally overcome all his corrupt Affections and ſinful 
Diſpoſitions, and may attain all thoſe Graces, which are 
neceſſary for his Salvation; that in the Exerciſe of they, 
and of a other Chriſtian Virtues for the Time to come, 
He may grow firong in the LoRd, and never more beact. 


Jade, or let go his holy Profeſſion, but may proceed from 
Strength to Strength, that ſo © an Entrance may be miniſ. 


** tered to Him abundantly into thine everlaſting Kingdom,” 
through JESUS CUuRLST our Lord. Amen. 


A Prayer with an awakened and convinced Sinner, See Page 32, 


GOD ! how awful art Thou in thy Holineſs and Juſ- 
tice! Yet Thou art gracious and ready to receive 


every penitent and believing Sinner. We now kneel down 


bofore Thee in Behalf of this our ſick Brother, who has 
grievoully ended Thee, and intreat thy pardoning and 
ſaving Mercy. He has heard of IESUS CHRIST, and of his 
Merits, Mediation, and Interceſſion. He has been taught 
the Neceſſity of Repentance, and of being converted; and 
that © without Holineſs none ſhall ſee thy Face.” He is 
convinced, Lok p, of thy Right to Him, and to all the 
Love and Obedience of his Heart and Lite, becauſe Thou 
art his Creator and Benetattor, He is convinced, that thy 
Laws are holy, juſt, and good. He 1s convinced of the 
Sinfulneſs of Sin, the Vileneſs of his Heart, the Abomina- 
tions of his Life, the Vanity of this World; and that Thou 
ly art able to be the Portion and Happineſs of his 1 5 
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| deemed Souls ; and that revives his kope. 


4 


He ſces there is no Hope for Him, but in a ſincere Return 
to Thee by Repentance and Faith in the LORD IESUSs 


CHRIST. 


But he fears leſt the Hardneſs of his Heart, and the 
Power of his Unvelzef and of worldly Luſts, ſhould prevail 


* againſt all his Convictions. Oh that He may have an Heart to 
love Thee above all the World, and to delight in thy holy 


Ways, more than in all the Pleaſures of Sin! Oh that He 
may have an Heart to believe in CHRIST, and to hve by 
Faith, and not by Sight! He has corrupted his Heart, but 
He cannot renew it. He has defiled it but cannot cleanſe 
it, He has kindled in it the Fire of Luſt, but He cannot 
quench it. He has undone Hunſelf, rejetted his Saviour, 
and reſiſted the Holy Spirit? and is there yet Mercy for 
Hin ?, | 


Here this Prayer may be divided, concluding one Part, and 
beginning, after a proper ſuteroal, the other, with a few Words 
ſuitable to each. 


Have Pity on Him. O Gov, according to the Multitude 
ok thy tender Mercies. He haus ſinned like a trail and 
foolih Man, but do Thou have Mercy on Him, as a gra- 
His Sin bath abounded, let thy Grace much 
nore abound. CunRIST with infinite Expence hath re- 
Create in Him 


2 clean Heart, O Gov! aud renew a right Spirit within 


Him. Turn his Heart of Stone into a new and tender Heart 
of Fleſh, Fill his preſumptuous Heart with a neceſſary Care 
tor his own Salvation. He fees his Duty, and yet has not 
an Heart to do it, He fces his Danger, and vs into it. He 


| foreſees Death and Judgment, without coming to CURIST, 


and redeeming his important Moments. 


His Work is un- 
done, his Sou! is unrcady, and if he die this Night, where 
ſhall He awake? Thy Mercy hath long kept Him out of 
Hell. Do Thou, O mighty GoD, who. haſt raiſed JESUS 
Ciintsr from the dead, revive and raiſe Him from the 
Death of Sin, to the Life of Righteouſneſs, as Thou halt 
done for innumerable other Sinners. 


LORD, 
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Lok p, heal his evil Heart of Unbelief, which hath ſlighted 
_ CurisrT, and departed from the living Gop. Thou haſt 


left Him a Promiſe of entering into heavenly Reſt, but 


leave Him not to fall ſhort of it by Unbelzef. Touch bis 


Heart with a deep Senle of thy Love. Kindle in it this 
heavenly Fire. Let the Spirit of Love fix his Soul on the 
wonderful Love of CHRTST, on CHRIST crucified, on an 
aſcended, glorified, and interceding Saviour, till He is all 


Love to Him who died for Him. Deny Him not the Grace, 


which Thou haſt commanded Him to aſk, nor the Holineſs, 
which 1s thy Delight, and without which He will continue 
thine Enemy to his Deſtruction. Thou haſt ſworn, that 


Thou haſt no Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked, but 
that he ſhould turn and hve. Let thy Mercy ſpare Him: 
Let thy Grace be ſuflicient for his ſpiritual and eternal Lite, | 
Let Him live the Life of Grace here, that He may hve the 


Life of Glory for ever. Look from his Guilt and Miſery 


to the Merits, Mediation and Interceſſion of his living Re. 


deemer. Hoping and Truſting in that compaſſionate Re. 


deemer, He ſmites his Breaſt ſaying, God be merciful to Me 


& Stunner! Amen. 


A Prayer with one, who 15 oppreſſed by many Doubts and 
5 un reaſonable Fears, , Page 33 


| LORD, our Gop, we come unto Thee, in Behalf of 

this thy Servant, whoſe Soul is caſt down, and diſqui- 
eted within Him, from an Apprehenſion, that He is under 
thy Diſpleaſure, and will not be accepted by Thee, He 


queſtions whether He has not too much preſumed on the 


Goodneſs and Satety of his Condition without a proper 


Foundation for it: And for this the Sorrows of his Heart 


are enlarged, and he is brought very low. To Thee there- 
fore we pray on /zs Account that thou wouldſt be pleaſed to 
hear Him ſpeedily, and to bring his Soul out of Priſon. 
Remove from Him we intreat Thee all frightful Apprehen- 


fions, all perplexing Doubts and Scruples about his Duty, 


which will either hinder Him from doing it at all, or make 
him do it heavy and with a troubled Mind. 
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Oh make Him fatisfied and ſettled in a right Underſtand- 


ing of all good Things, and careful in the Obſervance of 


them; and do Thou expel by the Light of thy Counte- 
nance all theſe Miſts of Darkneſs, which cloud and obſcure 
his Soul, that He may not be unneceſſarily dejetted and diſ- 


truſtful of Hamfelf, or diſhonourably doubtful of Thee. De- 


liver Him from all his Offences, which may provoke Thee 


to hide thy Face from Him, and make Him ſo much a 


Stranger to thy Peace and Comfort; and cauſe Him to be 
delighted with doing thy Will, and to place his chief Satisfac- 
tion in ſo acting, as is moſt agreeable to THEE. Enable 
Him to look beyond thole Doubts and Fears, which fo fre- 
quently obſtruct his Comforts here, to that bleſſed State, 
where there are neither Doubts nor Fears ; and may He de- 
rive preſent Support from the Hope of attaining to it, 
through the Merits of JESUs CHRIST our Lord. Amen. 


A Prayer with one who ig grtevouſly tormented by wicked and 
blaſphemous Thoughts, See Page 33. 
V OST gracious Gop, who alone by the Power of thy 
Spirit art able to cure our Sickneſs, and overcome the 
Unrulineſs of our Minds, protect this thy Servant we 
humbly and earneſtly zxtreat Thee againſt all profane Doubts 
and Miſtruſts of thy Truths. and againſt all b/aſphemous 
Thoughts and Suggeſtions relating to dzrmme Things which 
either his own Melancholy and Diſordered Fancy, or the buſy 
and wicked Foe of Mankind are ready to repreſent and ſug- 
geſt to Him. | 


Never ſuffer ſuch Thoughts, O Gov, to ſtagger and wea- 


ken his Faith, to obſtruct Him in his Chriſtian Courſe, nor to 
be by their weariſome Conflicts a Pain and Burden to his 
Life. Preſerve Him not only from the Sin, but, (if it may 
ſeem good to thy fatherly Wiſdom) from the Temptation 
8 ſuch Conflicts, and from the Trouble and Sorrow of 
them. | | 


Yet, if it be thy bleſſed Will to permit theſe terrifying 
and blaſphemous Thouhsg'is to harreſs Him for his Trial and 
Humiliation, make hin ſenſible, O LoRD, for the Com- 
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fort of his diſturbed XIind. that they will not be 2% bed to 
him as a Sin, unleſs He vield to the Temptation by ce. 
eng luch Thoughts, Convince Him, that in % Sight He js 
not guilty While he neither believes, nor gives Place to them 
nor alters either his Faith, or his Practice. Let Him knows 
that theſe diſtruſtful and blaſphemous Thoughts are the Sin 
of Satan, who to try and tempt Him, wickedly ſuggeſts them 
not A,, who inſtead of hearkening to them, and comphring 
with them, immediately reſiſts them, as ſoon as he Der. 
ceives them, and rejetts them with Horror and Indi gnation. 


Oh that during this "Trial He may learn to depend whol- 


ly on Thee, without whom He can do Nothing, and that He 
may learn to bear with Himſelf and to ſhew Patience under 
it as under every other Affliction and Trial of thy ordering 
or permitting; ring to thy Grace to aſliſt Him, and 10 
thy Mercy to accept Him whillt He his humbly labouring 
under theſe Trials, and to thy Goodneſs to deliver Him 
from them in thy due T1me for the Sake of our Loh b and 
only Saviour JESUS CHRIST. Amen, | 
A Prayer with one, who is under religious Mdancholy, 
Sec Page 2.1. 


 FOST good and gracious God, Thou knoweſt our 


Frame, and art a God full of Compaſſion to pity and 
relieve thy Creatures in Sh, or in Health. Look down 
we humbly beſeech Thee with thy wonted Compaſhon, 
and remember in tender Mercy the Work of thine Hands 
our diſconſolate Brother, thus troubled in Soul. Ihr 
Wrath lies hard upon Bim, and all thy Waves are gone 
over Him. They diſturb his Peace, oppreſs his Mind, 
and make Him unfit to uſe his Reaſon, or diſcharge his 
Duty. | oy | 


O Thou, who ſpakeſt the Winds and Waves into Obedi- 
ence and Calmneſs, ſettle and quiet his diſcompoſed 
Thoughts; ſpeak Peace and Satisfaction to his troubled 
Mind, and give Him Comfort and ſure Confidence in the 
Senſe of thy Pardon and Love. LORD, help his Lief, and 
increaſe his Faith, Tho' He now walks in the Valley and 
Shadow of Death, let thy Rod and thy Staff comfort H - 
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Let Him truſt in the Name of the Lord, and ſtay upon his 
Cod. In the Multitude of the 1 houghts and Sorrows, 

which He has in his Heart, oh let thy Comfort come, and 
refreſh his Soul. Be thou plealed. O Lok D, to deliver 
Him from this ſad Calamity, and eaſe Him of the Load, 

which lies ſo heavy upon his Spirit; and ſhed on Him a 
Beam of thine heavenly Light to {catter and diſpel all the 
Clouds and Darknels, which now reſt upon his Mind. 

Oh direct Him to the 1 oper Means for his Help, and fo 
bleſs and proſper them, that they may be effectual to promote 
I1s Recovery from this doleful State. Incline his Ears to 
wholeſome Counſels, and faſhion his Heart to receive due 
Impreſſions. Gracious Fat! her, pity his Frailty and forgive 
his Sin; heal Him, O Lok p, both in Soul and Body, and 
{o rebuke, his Diſtemper, that his diſquieted Soul may re- 
warn to its Reſt, Oh! raiſe Him up, and make Him w hole, 
yea make Haſte, O Lok, to ſhew ſuch Mercy on Him, 

even for thine own Mercies Sake in JesUs CHRIST, our 
bleſſed Saviour, and Redeemer. Amen. 


A Prayer which may be uſed by ene under Trouble, or Des © 


jection of Mind. 


| TOST pleſſed and gracious Gon, w who only canſt heal 


a wounded Spurit, and qumet. a troubled Mind, look 
with Pity on that ,oad of Miſery and Oppreſſion J feel 
within Me, but am not able to expreſs. Unto Thee do I 
pray for Help, O thou great Phyſician both of Body, and 
Soul: Uphold and comfort my weak and dejetted Spirit 
ſtrengthen it againſt all inordinate vain Fears and Terrors. 
As Thou alone canſt relieve Me, ſo unto Thee do I pray for 
Relict, Oh! hear my moſt carneſt Supplication. and 
make Me to poſſeſs an ealy, quiet, and cheerful Spirit. 
My Truſt is in Thee, I aſk this, O LORD, as the greateſt 
of Bleſſings Thou can'ſt beſtow on me next to the Pardon 
of my Sins. 1 4ſt it becauſe I cannot enjoy any other of 
thy Bleſlings, without it. I aff it of thee becauſe Thou alone 


can't give it. And if thou art pleaſed to glority thy GoOd- 


neſs in granting this my molt earneſt Requeſt, then will I en- 
leavour toſerve thee faith fully with a n. and moſt _ ke 
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ful Heart, and 9/0273 thy Goodneſs all the Remainder of 


wo 


my Life, ihro' |] £8 > CHRIST, our LORD. Annen. 


„ 


A Prayer with one, who is in a State of Deſpair. 
| See Page 35. 


Lmighty God, the Aid of /, who need, and the 

Helper of them, who flee to thee for Succour, accept 
we beſeech Thee the Prayers, which we now put up for this 
thy Servant, labouring under the diſmal Apprehenſions of 
thine Anger. Oh who may ſtand in thy Sight, when 
once thou art angry! His Fleſh tremblcs for Fear of Thee, 
and He is afraid of thy Jndgments. He is not able to bear 


up under the Thoughts, that thy Mercy is clean gone, and 


that Thou wilt ſhow him Favour no more. 


But do not Thou, O Gop, enter into Judgment with 
Him. Make him ſenſible, that *tho' the Wages of Sin be 
Death, vet the Gitt of God 1s eternal Lite ;” that Thou 
deſireſt not the Death of a Sinner, and art not willing, that 
any ſhould periſh; that thou always puniſheſt leſs than we— 
deſerve, and in the midſt of Judgment remembereſt Mercy, 
Oh do Thou ſet this Home on his Mind, that ſo Ec may 
be brought off from his Diſtruſt of thy Mercy and trem 
thinking his Sins unpardonable, | 


Preſerve Him from ali Teinptations and Self-Deitruetion, 
Either remove the Suggeſtions or enable Him to withſtand 
them. Keep Him in the Obſervance of every Duty in- 


join'd. Continue him in the Uſe of the Ordinances of the 


Goſpel, and tho' He finds no preſent Comlon in them, yet 
grant Him Preſeverance in Hope that al la He ſhall receive 
the Bleſſings and Advantages of them. Let thy Grace be 
ſufficient for Him in all his Trials and Diſtreſſes, and bring 
Him we humbly intreat Thee, from this deparring Condition 
to rejoice in the better Knowledge and Practice of his Duty, 
From thy Wrath and from everlaſting Damnation good 
Lord deliver Him, for his Sake who ſuffered on the Crols, 
and there made a full, perfect, and ſufficient Sacrifice, Ob- 
lation, and Satisfaction for the Sins of the whoie World. 
Hide not thy Face from Him, but revive his deſparring 
Soul with a Senſe ofthy Love, the Hopes ol thy pardon-and 
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Foy of thy Salvation, that ſo He may be raiſed again from 


this State of Deſpair, and may ſhew with Gladneſs what 
Thou haſt done for his Soul. All which we humbly beg 
in the Name, and for the Sake, of thy Son JESUS CHRIST 
the righteous. Amen. | | 


A Prayer with one, who is preſumptuous. See Page 36. 


A Lmighiy God, who of thy undeſerved Goodneſs, and 
Compaſſion, haft promfed Forgiveneſs to pertemn 


Sinners, enable us we humbly beſeech Thee by he Re 


17 


pentance to partake of thy gracious Promſe. Jo entorce 
that Repentance make us ever mindful that the beſt of us 
are no better than Sinners, and that we owe our Pardon 
1% to thy Mercy in CHRIST ſESUs, and not 7o ou! 
own Merit. We confeſs, O LorD, we have Nothing 
properly our own, but Sin and Miſery, and enjoy Nothing 
valuable in us, but by thy free Gift. We cannot do Good, 
but by thy Grace, nor avoid Suffering but by thy Provi- 
dence: Convince and remind us all, O Lorp, and this our 
ſick Brother in particular, of this great Truth, that we ſub- 
ſiſt by thy Mercy, and equally need in our temporal as well 
as /j171tual Concerns thy gracious and continual Protection. 


| Give Himthe Senſe and Grace toſreflect, that He muſt apply 


for Acceptance in that Method only in which Thou haſt been 


| pleaſed to offer it, and if He builds his Hope on any other 


Foundation than the Terms of the Goſpel He will certainly 
deceive Himſelf. Make Him ſenſible, that it is more eaſy, 


and more dangerous to think oo well of Himſelf than 200 zl, 


and that the Doctrines and Precepts of Revelation prohibit 
Nothing more flrongly than Self Ejicem, and Self Suffectency. 
Subdue in Him therefore, we pray Thee, and help Him 


io ſubdue 7n —_ every aſpiring and preſumptuous 
0 


Thought, as founded on Nothing within Him, and defeat- 
ing every Aſſiſtance from without, Make Him to think 
and know, that He 1s © leſs than the leaſt of thy Mercies,“ 
Gen. xxx11. 10.) that He fails too often in known Inſtan- 


ces of Duty, and that at the beſt He is but an unprofitable 


Servant. Guard Him againft the Deceitfulneſs of his own 
Heart, that He may neither miſtake in the Reality, nor in 


de Value of his Performances, but that He may © work 
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La 
& out fig Salvation with Fear and Trembling.”—Wkilft H 
aims at doing his Duty, make him ſenſible how often he 
fails in it; and that his only Hope is in preſenting with 
Humility his imperfect Services to thine Acceptance thro 
the Merits and Mediation of thy Son our Saviour JESU; 


CHRIST. Amen. 


A Prayer for the Recovery of a Sick Child. See Pages 39, 
| "op OE 7 

| () Lo RD, we humbly beſeech Thee, mercifully to regard 

a this Atte one, who is now greatly afflicted wit'r a 00. 

dlily Diſorder. We earneſtly pray, (yet with Submiſſion 

to thy Will) that thou wouldeſt render effettual the Means, 

which are now uſing for the Removal of his Diſtemper; 


and grant unto his Relations and Friends the Deſire d 
their Hearts in his Recovery. More eſpecially we pray, 


if thou ſhalt be graciouſly pleaſed to ſpare Him, that he 


may live to the Glory of Thee his great Preſerver. But, 


whatever ſhall be the Iſſue of this Viſitation, endue the | | 


Minds of he, whom it more nearly concerns, „ith Re. 
ſignation to the Appointment of thy Providence, and may 
their Souls be profited by it, through Faith in I EST; 
CHRIST our LORD. Amen. | 


A Prayer with one in Sickneſs, who having liv'd religioully 
and ts prepared for Death, See Page 42. 

0 Thou great LORD of Life and Death, of Earth and 
| Heaven, the Giver of all ſpiritual Grace, we knee! 
down before Thee humbly to petition Thee for the Sup- 
port of this thy faithful Servant now on the Confines of 
Death. Thy Mercy brought Him into the World, kept 
him from a thouſand Dangers, and gave Him innumerable 
Bleſſings of Life and Godlineſs. Thy Mercy convince! 
and converted Him, renewed and ſanctified his Heat 
and formed CHRIST in Him. Oh amazing Mercy, that He 


is not dying in an zmpenttent and chriſlleſs State! Ee 
thanks Thee for the Means of Grace, and the Hope of 


Glory. He thanks thee for the Fruits of Canaan throvg! Þ, 


the Wilderneſs, and now on the Brink of n., 
| | | tNAanks 
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| L 43 ] 
thanks Thee for the Cordials of thy great and precious 


Promiſes, and that they are now as precious as ever. He 


covenanted with Thee for eternal Life, as the Gift of thy 


free Grace, through JESUS CHRIST his LoR D. Inhis 


Name he claims it. To thine Hand He commits His de- 
parting Spirit. He is Hine, ſave Him; He has fled to thy 


Son's Croſs: He has renounced all Dependence on any 
Worthineſs of his own: He comes to Thee as a Sinner, 


believing in Chriſt for Pardon and Salvation, Let Him 
have bis Lot among the Followers of CHRIST. He knows 
11wvhom He has believed; Herejoices, that He is in the Hands 


of the good Shepherd: He thanks Thee, that, after this 


long Abſence, Thou art calling him Home, to his glorious 
eternal Home: But forſake not, O LorD, the World He 
is leaving, nor thy Church univerſal, from which He is re- 
moving. Having bought it at an ineſtimable Price, ſtill 


guard it, purify it, and unite it more and more, till all Fleſh 
{hall ce thy Salvation. Let his few remaining Moments 
on Earth be ſpent for thy Glory. Whatever his Body 
may ſuffer, let his Soul be riſing “ to the general Aſſembly 
and Church of the Firſt-born, to the innumerable Com- 


* pany of Angels, and to the Spirits of juſt Men made per- 
aff Let Farth be ſlrong in the lat Hour. Let him a- 


ſcend in the Chariot of Love and Praiſe. and for ever“ ing 


me Song of Moſes and che Lamb.” Even ſo, come LORD 
Jesus, come ſurely, and come quickly. Amen. 


A Prayer with one in Sickneſs, who had leu irreſigiouſly, 


and is unprepar d jor Death, See Page 43. 


> merciful Gop, who permitteſt ns to approach 


thy Throne of Grace toexpreſs our Wants. and to im- 


plore thine Aſſiſtance, ear our Prayers, we humbly beſeech 


hee, for this our diſtreſſed Fellow-Creaturs Ohreject Him 

wot, while in Pain and Sorrow, and when with Anguiſh 
| - M 2 _— 

t See a very uſeful little Treatiſe by Dr. Warts, intitled DrarR 


EN, andthe HArrix Ess f SEPARATT SrIAITS; (Price 18. 6d. 
a which He has opened ſuch à Ytew of the heavenly Emplovments, 


es has a Tendency to reconcile us unte Death and to create in us à WL. 


'ngr-ſs 19 depart out ofthis World im be net: Conſequently it well 
delcrves the Notice of every ſincere Chriſtin, 
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Saviour let Him be reconciled to Thee, adopted into thr 


Ss... 


e Mind for Sin and Guilt, He flies to thy Grace in Cur 187 


Though He has trifled away the Day of his Salvation, {,, 
not, it is now too late, Thy Promiſes are large and re 
Pity bis Miſery, and forgive his Iniquities, through th; 
only Redeemer of loſt Souls. If the Suſſerings of hN H. 


dy ſeem ſo grievous, how ſhall his Soul bear thy WIr 


for ever? Oh give him Repentance unto Life! Let th 
Spirit renew his Heart. Sanctify his Affliction, to take away 
his Sins, and to make him Partaker of thy Holineſs. Logg 
ſpare Him a little, to make better Preparation for his rea 
Change, before He goes hence, and be no more ſeen. H. 


dreads to appear before thy Bar in an unvardoned and un. 


holy State. Renew his Days on Earth ; and renew hi; 
Mind, that He may live to GoD and CHRIST, to Holi. 
neſs and Heaven. He has abuſed thy Patience and For. 
bearance, loft his precious Time, and forfeited Life ant 
Hope. He foreſaw this Day, but He took no Warning, 
He is in Dread of his Sins, and of thy Fuſtice and Hol. 
neſs. Oh Eternity I- LoRD, try him once more with! 
Day of Grace. Cut not off his Time, till He is ready for 
Eternity. He condemns Himſelf, but do not Thou con: 
demn him. Sanctify him by thy Spirit, waſh Him in thy 


Son's Blood, and give Him ſuch a Sight of Heaven 9 


Faith and Hope, that He may willingly die, and comet 


Thee. His Sin hath abounded, let thy Grace much mor 


abound. Glorify thy Grace in CHRIST by his Pardon 
Acceptance, and eternal Life. Through the all-ſufficien 


Family, and be made an Heir of Glory, and a joint Hei 
with JESUS CHRIST. Whether He lives or dies. He de. 


fires 15 be thine. To Thee, O Thou Gop and Father d | 


Mercies, He gives up Himſelf; and oh that he could with 


N joy ful Coufidence call Thee his reconciled Go p and Father 
Though He deſerves Nothing but to dwell for ever wit 


condemned Spirits, yet fill Him now with thy Grace and 
Love, and at Death receive Him to thy Glory, that wilt 
Angeis and Saints He may praiſe his Creator, Redceme 
2nd Sanctifier for ever and ever. Amen, 
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A general Prayer for Preparation and Readinefs to die. 


ORD, What is Life but a Vapour, which appear- 
eth for a little Time, and then vaniſheth away ? 


Even at the longeſt how ſhort? And at the ſtrongeſt 


how frail ?=When we even think ourſelves moſt ſecure, 
vet we know not what a Day may bring forth, to turn us 


out of all; nor how ſoon Thou mayeſt come, before we 


are aware, to call us to our laſt Account. 


Quickly ſhall We be as Water ſpilt on the Ground, which 


cannot be gathered up again. Quzc#ly ſhall We be ſnatched: 


away from hence, and our Place here ſhall know us no more 
tor ever. 


Our Bodies ſhall ſoon lie down in the Grave, and our 


Souls beſummoned before the Tribunal of Chriſt, to receive 
our everlaſting Doom, either to Bliſs or Woe; and yet, O 


LokRD, how do the Generality of Mankind hve in this 


World, as tho' they were never to leave 1t !—How unmindful 
are we all of our latter End! How improvident of our Time! 
How careleſs of our Souls, and negligent in our Preparations 
for Eternity! So that Thou mighteſt juſtly cut us off in the 
Maſt of our Sing, But, O God of all Comfort and Mercy, 
remember not our Sins againſt Thee, But Remember thy 
own Love to us, in [JESUS CHRIST, and thy tender Mer- 
cies, which have been ever of old. Oh! remember. how 
ſhort our Time is, and“ ſo teach us to number our Days, 
that we may apply our Hearts unto ſolid Wiſdom.” 


LoRD, what have We to do in this World, but to devote 


Ourſelves wholly to thy Service, and to make ready for the 
World to come? Oh that we may all of us be mindful of this 
one {mag needjul, that we may finiſh our work, before we 
finiſh our Courſe! "3 | 


Oiicics iy Servant, O LoRD, into a powerful, ſerious 
Coriideration of theſe Things, now that thou haſt brought 
Tim into a more intimate Acquaintance with them. Inſtruct 
vm, gd Lord, and aſſiſt Him in this Work of Prepara- 
hof e Shew him how todo it, and help Him with good 
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Succeſs to perform it; that, when the Time of his Diſſol. | Shado 
to reſign Himſelf chearfully, and willingly into thy Hand : _ 
as into the Hands of a mercitul Creator; thus to remain wit 3 
Thee and thy Son JESUS CHRIST for ever, in that bleſle : any 


LOR] 


. A Pre 


tion draweth near, He may have Nothing elſe to do hy 


Place, where Sin and Death ſhall be no more. Amen. 
A Prayer to be uſed with a dying Perſon. See Page 160, 


REAT Gop, THOU liveſt for ever, but WE ar 

ALL dying Creatures: We have no Power over ou 
own Lives to retain our Spirits when demanded by Thee: 
Our Breath is in tine Hand; and Thou doſt whatever pleal. 
eth Thee in Heaven, and amongſt the inhabitants of the 
Earth. Thou haſt brought down this our Brother to the 
Gates of Death, and“ to the Sides of the Pit.” (Iſaiah xiv. 15, 
Thou we know art alſo able to raiſe Him up, and to reſtore 
Him to Life; but as Thou ſeemeth to take away all Hope 
longer Lite on Earth, we refign Him to Thee, our Go b, to 
do with Him what ſeemeth Good in thy Sight: Only cal 
Him not off for ever, ſhew Mercy to his Soul now in the 
Hour of Death, and in the Day of Judgment. 


As thou denieſt all Interceſſion for more Time, and lea. 
veſt us little or no Ground to pray for his Recovery, we beg a 
ſafe Paſſage for Him; ſome Hope and Comfort in his lat 
Hours; and when his Soul launches into Eternity, may itbe 
the Care of ſome kind Angel, and be carried up to Heaven, 


And, ſeeing every Man in his beſt Eſtate is Vanity, and 
that there is no Man living, who ſhall not ſee Death, let u 
all be preparing to go to our long Home, that, when our Tum 
to die cometh, we may not quit this mortal Scene with an 
heavy Heart, confus'd Accounts, and dreadful Fears; but 
may depart in Peace, ſleep in Jeſus, and find Ourſelves late 
in our Redeemer's Love, on the other Side of the Grave. 


Raiſe up ozhers to repair the Breaches Thou haſt made and 
art making in Families, Towns and Churches; and may 
We be © Followers of them, + who thro' Faith and Patience 


Let 


inherit the Promiſes.” 


1 Heb, vi. 2. 
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Let us remember how ſhort our Time is, a Vapour, a 


| Shadow, which quickly palles away; how ſure Death is, 


. 
U = 

#5 

* 
* 72 


and how awful Eternity : By theſe Conſiderations may 
we be haſtened to fulfil our Courſe, Work and Journey, 


chat we may finiſh all well, We earneſtly pray, that Zhzs 
may be the happy Cale of each of us, thro' the Merits of our 
LORD and only Saviour JESUS CHRIST. Amen.: 


* 4 Prayer with one who is ſich, that He may truſt GoD with 


tus Wife and Children. See Page 39. 
LORD Gov, if thou ſeeſt fit to call Me to Thyfelf by 


] humbly. beg Leave to commend them to thy Mercy; tor 
I know, 


ot the tatherleſs, and the Huſband of the Widow ; and 


therefore my Heart is at Eaſe, when J conſider, that I 


leave them in ty Hands, where they are infinitely ſafer, 


and will be infinitely happier than ever they could be in 
And I earneitly beg, - 


mine, or in any other but in Hine. ; 
that they may ever have thy good Providence for their 


Support and Stay in his World, and thy Peace and Love 


zn that, which 1s to come, 


When I am gone, let not, O my good Gop, let not 


thole I leave behind Me be deſtitute of thy Care; 
but, as Thou art their heavenly Father, be graciouſly 
pleaſed to provide for all their Wants, protect them from 
all Wrongs, and Supply them by thy kind Providence 


with whatever outward Helps they ſhall want. 


Enable them, O LORD, evermore to place their Love 


and Delight in Thee, to fix their Truſt and Confidence in 


thy Mercy, and ſubmit to all thy Diſpenſations concerning 


them ; for then I know, that (tho' they ſhould have none to 
counſel them, nor to right them when they may be wrong'd) 
thy Spirit will direct them, and thy Providence will be their 


Defence.—Oh- that thy Will, and Honour may always be 
their Care, ſo that their Welfare may always be thine. - 
Keep them from doing * Thing, which may forfeit thy 


14 fatherly 


| this Sickneſs, let mv dear Wife and Children, and 
all, who under Thee depend on Me, ſeek Refuge in Thee. - 


that tou art the Helper of the friendleſs, the Father 
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Succeſs to perform it; that, when the Time of his Difſol, 
tion draweth near, He may have Nothing elſe to do bu 


Thee and thy Son JEsUs CHRIST for ever, in that bleſle( 
Place, where Sin and Death ſhall be no more. Amen, 


A Prayer to be uſed with a dying Perſon. See Page 160, 


CY REAT Gor, THOU liveſt for ever, but WE ar | 


ALL dying Creatures : We have no Power over ou 


own Lives to retain our Spirits when demanded by Thee: 


Our Breath is in tine Hand; and Thou doſt whatever pleal. | 
| all, w 
| 1 hum 
| I kno 
| of thi 


eth Thee in Heaven, and amongſt the inhabitants of th: 
Earth. Thou haſt brought down ths our Brother to the 
Gates of Death, and © to the Sides of the Pit.” (Iſaiah xiv. 15,) 


Thou we know art alſo able to raiſe Him up, and to reſtore 


Him to Life; but as Thou ſeemeth to take away all Hope 
| leave 


longer Life on Earth, we reſign Him to Thee, our G0 b, to 
do with Him what ſeemeth Good in thy Sight: Only cat 
Him not off for ever, ſhew Mercy to his Soul now in the 
Hour of Death, and in the Day of Judgment. 


As thou denieſt all Interceſſion for more Time, and lea. 


ſafe Paſſage for Him; ſome Hope and Comfort in his [alt 
Hours; and when his Soul launches into Eternity, may it be 


the Care of ſome kind Angel, and be carried up to Heaven. 


And, ſeeing every Man in his beſt Eſtate is Vanity, and 
that there is no Man living, who ſhall not ſee Death, Jet us 


all be preparing to go to our long Home, that, when our Turn 


to die cometh, we may not quit this mortal Scene with an 
heavy Heart, contus'd Accounts, and dreadful Fears; but 
may depart in Peace, ſleep in Jeſus, and find Ourſelves ate 


in our Redeemer's Love, on the other Side of the Grave. 


Raiſe up 04ers to repair the Breaches Thou haſt made and 
art making in Families, Towns and Churches; and may 
We be © Followers of them, +F who thro' Faith and Patience 


Let 


inberit the Promiſes.” 


+ Heb, vi. 12. 
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Leet us remember how ſhort our Time is, a Vapour, a 
| Shadow, which quickly paſſes away; how ſure Death is, 
| and how awful Eternity: By theſe Conſiderations may 
| we be haſtened to fulfil our Courſe, Work and Journey, 
that we may finiſh all well, We earneſtly pray, that zhzs 
may be the happy Cale of each of us, thro' the Merits of our 
LOkb and only Saviour JESUs CHRIST. Amen. 


| 4 Prayer with one who ig fick, that He may truſt GOD with 


his Wife and Children. See Page 39. 


Lon p Gov, if thou ſeeſt fit to call Me to Thyſelf by 


this Sickneſs, let mv dear Wite and Children, and 


all, who under Thee depend on Me, ſeek Refuge in Thee. 
] humbly beg Leave to commend them to thy Mercy; tor 
| I know, that ou art the Helper of the friendleſs, the Father 
| of the fatherleſs, and the Huſband of the Widow; and 
therefore my Heart is at Eaſe, when I conſider, that I 
leave them in ty Hands, where they are infinitely ſafer, 

and will be infinitely happier than ever they could be in 
| ming, or in any other but in hne. And I earneitly beg, 
that they may ever have thy good Providence for their 
Support and Stay in ts World, and thy Peace and Love 
n that, which 1s to Come, 


When J am gone, let not, O my good Gop, let not 
' thole I leave behind Me be deſtitute of thy Care; 
but, as Thou art their heavenly Father, be graciouſly 
| pleaſed to provide for all their Wants, protect them from 
all Wrongs, and Supply them by thy kind Providence 
with whatever outward Helps they ſhall want. 


Enable them, O Lox, evermore to place their Love 

and Delight in Thee, to fix their Truſt and Confidence in 
thy Mercy, and ſubmit to all thy Diſpenſations concerning 
them; for then I know, that (tho' they ſhould have none to 


counſel them, nor to right them when they may be wrong'd) 
thy Spirit will direct them, and thy Providence will be their 


Deftence.—Oh that thy Will, and Honour may always be 
their Care, ſo that their Welfare may always be thine. - 


Keep them from doing any Thing, which may forfeit thy 
| M 4 fatherly 
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fatherly Care and good Providence, and train them up, gra- 
cious LoRD, ſtedfaſtly in thy Fear, that, being preſerv'd 
from all the Evils and Temptations of hes World, they 
may at laſt be brought in ſafety to the unſpeakable Joys of 
that, which is tar better, even the Enjoyment of thy bf 
Self, for the Sake of thy well-beloved Son JESUS CHRIST 
our LORD. Amen. 


A Prayer with one under grievous Pain. See Page 47, 


| 0 GOD our Refuge and Strength, who art a preſent Help 


in the Time of Trouble, we moſt earneſtly beſeech 
Thee graciouſly to look down upon this. our fick Brother, 


and to ſend him Eaſe and Comfort, if it be thy bleſſed 


Will, in this Time of his very great Diſtreſs, 


We acknowledge, O LORD, the Juſtice of thy Dealings 
with Him, and that He has deſerved much greater Pains 
than he now feels. May he never therefore murmur or re- 
pine under any Affliction Thou ſeeſt fit to lay upon Him. 
Give him a meek and quiet Submiſſion to thy Will, that 
rw gd wait with Patience till thou ſhalt think fit to deliver 

im. 


Sufler not the Extremity of his Pain to tranſport Him in- 
to any raſh or unbecoming Expreſſions, or cauſe Him to en- 
tertain an hard Thought of thy Providence; but whatever 
Evil, Pain, or Sorrow He may feel, let Him ſtill /ove Thee, 
ſtill belzeve Thee to be a kind and merciful Father, even 
whilſt thou art ſmiting and corretting Him. 


| And, O blefſed LoR D, that He may be enabled to do 
this ſtrengthen and ſupport Him in thy great Mercy with 


the Conſolations of thy holy Shirit, and lay no more on him 
than thou wilt enable him Zo bear. We know that Thou 
canſt deliver Him: In Thee therefore do we truſt, Sanctify 
this grievous Affliction to Him, this vent Pain, that it may 
produce in Him the Fruits of a ſincere Repentance. 


O Loxp, hear theſe our Petitions for Him: O Lo Rp, 
zip Him for thy Mercy's Sake in CHRIST JESUS our 
moſt gracious Redeemer. Amen 
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A Prayer with one, who ts fich, for a right Uſe of his 
_ Afﬀtlifhons. 


M merciful Go p, help us to conſider, that, in all 
the Diſpenſations of thy Providence, Thou art infi- 
nitely wife and good. May this ½ Servant be ſupported 
and comtorted in his Sickneſs, Preſerve Him from THE 
SIN OF UNBELIEF in thy Promifes, and let him ever 
remember them to his great and endleſs Comfort; for ths 
is the Promiſe that thou haſt promiſed us, even eternal Life 


to all, who believe in thy Son JEsUs CHRIST our LORD. 
Help Him to conſider, that Afidfons are common to all 


Men. May He be re/ign'd to thy Will, and remember the 
Mercies attending him, whilſt he feels the Afflictions: May 
he remember what is the Deſert of his Sin, and compare 
tlat with the Pains which he now ſuffers. May he remem- 


ber, that theſe Strokes of thine Hand are fewer than his 


Tranſgreſſions and lighter than his Sins, that“ a LIVING 
„Man {hould not complain, a Man for the Puniſhment of 
* his Sins,” though greatly afflicted. May he be comforted 
with the Thought, that *theſe Afflictions, which are but for 
„a Moment, work out for all, who love God, a far mor 
* exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory.“ | 


Grant, O Lorp, that He may hope in Thee, as his 
Father, and his God. And, if it ſhould be thy Pleaſure to 
ſpare Him, and reſtore Him to Health, may He find the 
good Effect of this Sickneſs in his future Life, and ſay, when 
he reſlecls on it, © It has been good for me, that I have ] cen 
icted.— Thus may He become more exemplary in Life, 
be prepared for Death, and at Length be received into thy 
Kingdom of Glory through IESVUS CHRIST our LORD. 
Amen, | = 


A Prayer with one who is ſick, for Faith in the Promiſes, 
See Page 104. 2 


RACIOUS Gop, who haſt given us many, and 
exceeding precious Promiſes for the Encouragement 

or our Faith and Hope amidſt the various Occurrences of 
Lite, hear our Prayer for this our ſick Brother: Help Him 
| _— _— 


Got one SOUP CATE —— — 


$299 —_— MM 


rs St eB 
& 


— —— I. 


„ 
50 * 
4 * 


I 
TO BELIEVE, that Thou *doſt not afflict willingly, nor 


* grievethe Children of Men,” and that thou wilt never leave, 
nor forſake thoſe, who truſt in Thee, When He reads, 
that thou haſt ſaꝛd Fear not, for I am with Thee: Be not 
* diſmayed, for I am thy Gop, yea I will help Thee; yea 
* I will uphold Thee with the right Hand of my Righteoul. 
* neſs,” may He rely on thy Word remembering, that Thou 
art able to perform what Thou haſt prom/ed, that Thou art 
faithful, and welt perform all thy Promiſes. May He re. 
member, that though Mex may be unfaithtu!, though they 


may alter their Purpoſes, or by Changes in Life be ren. 


der d incaple of fulfilling their Engagements. Thou art not 
„% Man, that Thou ſhould'ſt lie, nor the Son of Man, that 
* thou ſhould'ſt repent,” but that thy Word ſhall be fulfilled, 
Help thy Servant now to plead thy Promiſes with Thee. May 
they be his Comfort in Life, and Support in Death; and 
may He knowing zn whom He has believed, commit his 
Soul into the Hands of thy Son, our LORD JEsUs CuRisT, 
who will keep that, with which he is intruſted by all his 
faithful Followers, and preſent them faultleſs before the 
Throne of his Father; to whom with the Son and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be endleſs Praiſes. Amen. | 


Short Prayers to be uſed by a fick Perſon, either in one 
BU | Prayer, or ſeparately. 


Submiffion and oh Lenny God, the Father of our LORD 
Confeſſion. JesUs CHRIST; I adore Thee, as the 
wile and gracious Governor of a thy Creatures, and the 
ſovereign Diſpoſer of all Events..——I acknowledge thy 
Hand in the Afflictions, under which I now labour; and 
confeſs, that they are Jar fs, than mane Iniquities have de- 
ſerved.— May I have Wildom and Grace to improve the 
afflicting Stroke of thy Rod, and diſcern HIM, who has 


appointed it; and though hs Calamity is not joyous, but 


eevous ; Tmay it hereafter bring forth in Me the Peaceatle 
ruꝛt of Righteouſneſs. Amen. 


Thankſgiving.) I thank Thee, O Lo, for all the Ac- 
commodations, Refreſhment, Comfort, and Help 1 
ö | | | ay 
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May thy Bleſſing attend all my Friends for their good OH- 


es to Me in my preſent afflictiye Circumſtances, and may- 


eſt Thou direct, and proſper all their Endeavours for my 


Good. Amen. 
Prayer for Improvement of Sickneſs.]. Grant, O Logo, 


that I may ſearch and try my Ways, and again turn unto ' 
Thee, May I improve the Leiſure of ſuch a State, to ex- 


anne my own Heart; and may I be led to form a right 


Judgment of Myſelf /—ItI am not yet atrue Penutent, dilco- 


ver to Me, I beleech Thee, my Danger, and my Miſery, and 


give Me by thy renewing Spirit an unfeigned Repentance 


towards GOD, and a true Faith in CHRIST, that I may 
turn from every Sin, and devote myſelf for ever to thy 
Service.—If I am already in a State of Acceptance with 
Thee, ſtrengthen, I beſeech Thee, all my Graces more and 


more, and ſubdue all the Remainders of Sin in my Heart; 


aud particularly, teach Me Righteouſneſs, by thoſe Things, 
which I now ſuſſer. Amen. 


Prayer for Improvement of ny Advantages.] Graci- 
oully aſſiſt Me O GoD, that 1 may religiouſly improve all 
the Advantages I enjoy : May I carefully read thy Word, 
thankfully receive the Admonitions of the Miniſter who 
viſits Me, heartily join in his Petitions, and devoutly re- 
member my Saviour's Death, eſpecially at the ſacra- 
mental Table, and may all IJ now fuffer, lead Me to refleck 
on the Evil of Sin, and on the Love of CHRIST, mani- 


feſted in thoſe Sufferings, which He endured for my Sake. 
HE went about doing Good: May I, when TI have ſuch an * 


Opportunity, embrace the Oceeſton with Readineſs, and 
Thankfulneſs. - Amen. 


Prayer {or Succeſs and Support.] LORD, if it be thy 
heavenly Will, (for without ty Concurrence vain is the 
Skill of the moſt judicious Phyſician) give Succeſs io he 
Means employed for my Recovery, and reſtore Me to 
Health, Comfort, and uſefulneſs again; nevertheleſs, if 
Thou ſeeſt fit, in thine unerring Wiſdom, to deny my Re- 
queſt, * Thy WW be done.” - © Support Me under the moſt 
* incurable Evils, and _ that I nay not think it /ong 
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* to wait thy Leiſure, who haſt condeſcended ſo long to wait 
*for the Return ofa Sinner.—Let Me fee Love in thy Rod, 
© as well, as Zujizce in all thy Dealings; and, while my o 
* ward Man decays, may the inner Man be renewed Day 
* by Day.” Amen. | | 


For an eaſy and happy Death.] O LORD, if Thou be 
plealed, that / Viſitation {hall be a Sickneſs unto © Death,” 
and that now I muſt die, prepare Me for the important 
Hour; give Me an eaſy and comfortable Paſlage out of 
this Life, and take Me into thy heavenly Preſence, where 
Sin and Sorrow ſhall be no more. This and whatever elſe 


Thou ſeeſt neceſſary, or expedient for Me, I beſeech Thee 


to grant, for the Sake of JESUS CHRIST my LORD; into 
whoſe Hands I deſire daily to commit my Spirit; and to 
whom, with Thyſelf, and the Holy Ghoſt, 1 would aſcribe 


everlaſting Praiſes. Amen. 


N. B. The Petitions in this Prayer are all independent 
one of another, ſo that (were it to be learnt by Heart) the 
ſick Perſon might repeat any one of them ſeparately, and by 
adding his hearty Amen to it make it a ſhort and diſtintt 
Prayer, without wearying Himſelf, (or diſtreſſing exhauſted 
Nature) by attending to the Whole at once. 


A Prayer with one, who is fich, and in great Need of Sleep, 
1 gracious G op, thy Mercies in CHRIST JESUS 


ſurpaſs all our Thoughts; nor are we able to number 

the Bleſſings thou art continually beſtowing upon us. How 
much do we owe to Thee for the quiet Sleep of one Night! 
and how thankiul ought we to be for this gl Blefling, fo 
conſtantly imparted to us. Praiſed be thy Name, that, when 
we would cloſe our Eyes in Sleep, we are not held wakzng ! 
Pardon, good LORD, our ingratitude for thzs,- and our many 
other undeſerv'd and unimprov'd Mercies. Look down 
with tender. Concern on this our afflicted Brother, whoſe 
Caſe we would bear on our Hearts at thy Mercy-Seat. Re- 
new his waſted Spirits with comfortable Sleep. Compoſe 
Him to a ſweet and undiſturbed Reſt, Refreſh Him _— 
| ö 


A 
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ſibly, as to enable Him affectionately to acknowledge thy 


Goodneſs to Him in ½ Reſpett. Oh! may He again en- 


joy the Comfort of Reit and balmy Sleep. 


But, O LorD, if Thou ſee fit to deny or delay the 
Bleſſing, give Him Patience: and grant, that in the Multi- 
tude of his Thoughts within Him ty Comforts may de- 
light his Soul. It He be ſtill toſs'd on a weariſome Bed, oh 
that his Mind may repoſe itſelf in thy Love, and feel ſenſi- 
ble Conſolation from Heaven ; not only quieting, but greatly 
rejoicing his Heart. 


Preſerve, good LORD, the Uſe of his Underftanding. 
Let the Enemy have no Advantage againſt Him, but enable 
him to ſay, I will wait patiently for the LoRD, till he 
* incline his Ear unto Me, and hear my Cry.“ O ſpare 
Him, that He may recover Strength before he go hence 
* and be no more ſeen !” All which we humbly aß in 
the Name, and for the Sake of thy Son JESUS CHRIST, 
our Lord. Amen. 


A Prayer with one, who ts fretſul in his Sickneſs. 
55 See Page 78. Lo 
RACIOUS Gop, who haſt taught us, that we are 
here in a State of Trial, and haſt proved it to us equally 


by the Uſe of the Comforts, which attend our Health, and 


of the Diſtreſſes, which attend us in Time of Sickneſs, give 


us Grace to ſhew our Senſe of this by ſuch Behaviour under 


each of theſe Conditions, as is ſuitable to our Belief in this 
State of Trial. | 


Make us, who enjoy Soundneſs and Strength of Body, 


thankful for theſe Bleſſings, and temperate in the Enjoy- 
ment of them, and make this our fellow Creature, who is 


now afflicted with Sickneſs, reſigned in his Condition and 
patient under his Sufferings. Cauſe him to reflect, that 4%½78 
is now the proper Trial and Expreſſion of his Duty; that it 
is the principal Virtue, which his preſent Circumſtances re- 
quire, and almoſt the only one, which his growing Infirmi- 


ties permit him to practice. | 


And, ſince his Patience, though injoined and accepted 


by Thee, does not extend to Thee ; ſince it cannot be pou 
PEI | 8 
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table to Thee, his GOD; yet, as it cannot but be ſo to Him- 
felf, and Friends, make Him to conſider his tender, gratetul 
Conduct to In, as the proper Method of teſtifying his du- 
tiful Reſignation® to Thee. Let Him ſhew his Contentnient 
by an habitual Readineſs to comply with their Directions, 
and to acknowledge the good Othces done to Him, 


Impreſs on his Mind ſuch a grateful Senſe of the Service 
of thoſe, who endeavour to aſſiſt Him, as may make their 
Services more comfortable to Hm, and leſs uncomfortable 
to Themjeloves. Teach Him to ſuppreſs the firſt Motrons of 
groundleſs Reſentment; to ſuſpett the Infirmities of a pain- 
ful Body, and wearied Spirits, and gratefully to accept, and 
uſe the iriendly Offers of Attendance, and Support. 


Pardon every fau!ty Degree of Iinpatience, which may 
have appeared in H im; and diſpoſe and enable Him to cor- 
rect it for the future. Incline vs likewiſe on ovr Part to 
make Allowance for Infirmities, which we may ſoon feel; 
to be as unwilling to tate, as to give juſt Cauſe of Exception 
that by mutual Benevolence, and Tenderneſs, we may 7c- 
heve, and lighten thoſe Sorrows, which we cannot prevent, 
or remove. —— | 


And accept, we beſeech Thee, our ſincere, and united 
Prayers for thy Aſſiſtance in relieving and removing that 


Sickneſs, which now occaſions them. Hear us, O LORD, 


hear us for the Sake, and through the Merits of IESUsS 
CHRIST, thy Son, and our LORD. Amen. 


A Prayer with one who. is fick, on the fame Day, or on the 
+ Day before He receives the Sacrament, See Page 108. 


{-YTbou Gop of Ordinances we thank Thee for the 
AZZ Covenant of thy Grace, and the appointed Szals of it. 


We 


* See Worthington's Great Duty of SELF-RESIGNATION to the 
divine Will, Sixth. Edition, printed for Rivington in St. Paul's Church- 
Yard, (Price 2s. 6d.) and one of the Books on the Society's Liſt for pro- 
moting Chriſtian Knowledge ;—which well deſerves repeated Peruſals, 
eſpecially by the Sick. 8 | | 
g 55 Before receiving the Sacrament, (eſpecially in the preceding Week) 
it ſhould be frequently confiderrd, that if we have not a due Senſe of the 
Evil of Sin; if we have not fincerely repented of Sin; if we are Strangers 
to a Life of Faith in CHRIST; if we are not renewed by divine Grace, and 
have u Love of Holineſs, nor any Pleaſure in the Practice of it; then weare 
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We now humbly petition Thee in Behalf of this thy ſick 
Servant, Who deſires to devote Hunſc.t to Thee, but fears 
He ſhould approach thy holy Table unworihily. Yet, O 
LoRD, we truit, that thou hait fill'd Him with Reverence 
for this Command of lis dying Saviour, with this Deſire 
of Communion with 7hee, and with this Willingneſs to be 
wholly tine. Examine Him, O LoRD, and prove Him; 
Try Him and know his Thoughts, If he is indulging any 


ſecret Sin? It He allow Himſelt in che Neglect of any holy 
Precept, let thy Word, Providence, and Spirit concur to 


make his way plan before Him. That He may not wrong 
huis Soul by a ſintul Abſence from thy Table. Scatter his 
Doubts. Give Him ſtronger Faith and Love. Oh that the 
Prws of a crucified Saviour may deeply impreſs his Mind, 


and a Seuſe of his dying Love conſtrain him, to give up him- 


ſeit to CHRIST more ſolemnly than He had ever yet done 


Lord, ſhew Him thy Covenant, and help Him to grow 


in Grace, and in the Knowledge of his LoRD and Saviour 
JESUS CHRIST. Hebetrwes: LoRD, help Thou his Un- 
belief, and increaſe his Faith. Kindle his Repentance, 
and ſtrike his Rocky Heart, that it may bleed at the Re- 
membrance of pait Follies; and confirm his Reſolutions, 
that He may have Nothing more to do with Idols. Heab- 
hors Himſelf that He loves his GoD, and Saviour no bet- 


ter. Let any Spark of Repentance which Thou mayeſt kindle, 


become a Flame; let that Flame be ſtrong and ſteady, and 
the Proofs of it appear in his holy Obedience. Oh ſhed 
abroad thy Love in his Heart by the Holy Spirit given unto 
Him! Draw Him, and He ſhall run after Thee. He had 
rather love Thee, than have all the Treaſures on Earth. O 
Thou who art his Go p, let Him not be cold and lifeleſs at 
the Solemnity, where He 1s to commemorate the moſt glo- 


rious Love, that was ever known or heard of ! Be with his 


Spirit, help his Infirmities, accept Him and unite his Heart 
to Thee in Covenant and everlaſting Bonds, through our 
Redeemer JESUS CHRIST our LORD. Amen. 1 


not REAL CHRISTIANS ; ien we can receive 19 Benefit from this Or- 
dinavce : Nor indeed have we any Right to partake of it while we con- 
tinue in ſuch a State, Surely we cannot think. that any ritual Service in 
the Chriſtian Church is defigned to convey Bleſings to us whilſt we obey 


not the Precepis of CHRIST, our Lord and Maſter, 
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A Prayer with one, who is fick, on the ſame Day, or on the 
Day after“ He has received the Sacrament, See Page 113, 


RANT, O Loxrp, we humbly beſeech Thee, that 
WE, who, with this thy ſick Servant, have received 
the holy Sacrament, may not have received“ the Grace of 
*« Gop in vain,” that it may not be zu vazn, that we have 
| been ſo fully taught the Way of the LORD, and have had 
4 every Sort of Encouragement to abound in all the Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs, Goodneſs and Truth, to thy Praiſe and 
Glory. 5 | 15 


Forgive, merciful Father, the many wnſurtable Returns 

we have made to Thee for thy great Goodneſ5 towards us; 

| for the numberleſs Obligations, under which Thou haſt laid 

1 us; and for the repeated Engagements (eſpecially the ſacra- 

| mental Engagements) we have ſo frequently taken upon 
Ourſelves, and again renewed, | | 


= We acknowledge, O LoR PD, with all Thankfulneſs of 
| Heart, thy Mercy and Loving-Kindneſs in having given us 
| . + another Opportunity of approaching thy holy Table; and 
| nin having diſpoſed our Minds to commemorate the infinite 

Love of our crucify'd Saviour; to render hun Thanks and 
* Praiſe for laying down his Lite as a Sacrzfice for the Sins of 
the World; and to preſent unto Thee that Sacrifice, as a full 
enter for all our Sins, by which thou haſt inclined us 
N humbly to hope for all the Benefits of his Sufferings and 


= Death. 


What Thanks, moſt gracious Gop, can we return to thy 
divine Majeſty for impreſſing a Senſe of our Duty on our 
5 | Minds, 


* 
N 


| * After having received the Sacrament, we ſhould frequently reflef in 
| the ſucceeding Weeks, that Nothing could have been inſtituted more 
| wiſe, more gracious, or more uſeful, Nothing could have a greater 
Tendency to promote our Faith and Humility, our Hatred of Sin, our 
4 Gratitude and Love to CnRxISF, our Obedience to his Commands, and 
1 Patience under Sufferings, our Truſt in thi divine Promiſes, our Love to 
| our Fellow-Creatures, our Zeal for doing Good, our Readineſs for 
Death, and Hopes of eternal Life and Happineſs ! Is it not therefore the 
Duty of every ſincere Chriſtian to attend on it, to encourage others to do 
it, and to be continually meditating on it after, as well as before receive 
ang it, 


G 
wall; 
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Ninds, and for that Strength and Power, by which Thou 
hat in ſome Meaſure enabled us to perform it. We will 


pra ſe and magnify thy great and glorious Name, and wholly 


devote Qurſelves to ty Service, as long as we have any 
Being. | | 


have received. Grant, that by meſe we may be ſo ſtrength- 
ened, as to run in the Way of thy Commandments with 
Delight; and no more be weary in the Diſcharge of our 
Duty. . 


Here it may be divided, concluding one Part, and, after @ 
proper Interval, beginning the other; with a ec Words fuila- 


ble to each. |. 


Bleſſed be thy Name for thoſe comfortable Aſſurances 
Thou haſt given us at the ſacramental Tavie of thy Pardon 
for all our Sins. Let this thy compaſſionate Goodnels be a 
perpetual Obligation to Love and Gratitude. Let it put us 
on our Guard, that we may watch over all our Ways, and 
do always that which is well pleaſing in thy Sight. 


Bleſſed be thy Name for that Peace of Mind Thou haſt 
reſtored to us; and for thoſe Reſolutions thou haſt excited 


in us to perſevere in thy Service to the End of our Days: 


May they be firm, vigorous, and conſtant; and never let 
any ſinful Paſſions any more ruffle and diſcompoſe us. 


Bleſſed be thy Name for that Neliſu Thou haſt given 


us of 2 Delights; for that Deſire we have of poſſeſ- 
1C 


ling the eternal Inheritance. May the Enjoyment of ſenſual 
Objects, after the Repreſentation we have ſeen of a crucified 
Saviour, and the Favours we have received from Him, ap- 
pear mean and contemptible ; and may the Pleaſures of the 
World never more prevail on us to tranſgreſs thoſe holy 


Laws, to the faithful Obſervance of which we lie under 
ſuch great and ſolemn Obligations. 


Grant, O LORD, we earneſtly intreat Thee, that we may 
walk worthy of theſe thy din gigſhed Mercies and live as be- 
| —_ - - X comes 


Bleſſed be thy Name for thoſe freſh Supplies of Grace we 
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dience with Heaven; and that we may preſerve in us a Hy- 


1 
comes the redeemed of the LORD. Without Thee, thou 
adorable Saviour of loſt Mankind, we can do Nothing: 
Without Thee, who art the Sun of Righteouſneſs, we ſhall 
walk in Darkneſs: Without Thee, who art the Phyfictan of 
Souls, we ſhail langumiſh and die: Without Thee, who art 
the Joy of all devout Minds, we ſhall conſume away our 
Days in Sadneſs. Remain therefore, O LORD, and abide 
with us for ever. We ſhall then be enabled to do thy Will 
in fis Lite, and thus be qualified to partake of thy Glories 
in the next through all the boundleſs Ages of Eternity, Amen, 


SPIRITUAL COMMUNION recommended,.* 


# wh Church for the Comfort and Advantage of ſuch 
Chriſtians, as through any juſt Impediment are 


re- 
vented from — the LoRD's Supper by the 3 of 


a Minſter, has in the ſecond Rubrick after the Office of the Com- 
munton of the Sich given us this Inſtruction ; © tat rf we truly 
* repent of our Sins ;—havea livel) Faith in GoD's Mercy thro' 
„CHRIST with athanktul Remembrance of his Death, Gc. 
ie eat the Body and drink the Blood of CHRIST profitably, 
and to our Soul's Health, although we do not recerve the Sa- 
* crament with our Mouth.” | 


When this Rubrick was compoſed, it is very probable, 
that it was in a View to the dazly Sacrifice, which under the 
Law of Moſes was offered up for the whole People of Ifrael; 
at which al thoſe pious Perſons, who could not poſſibly be 
preſent, yet offered up their ai Prayers to GOD in Union 
of Spirit; and zn Virtue of that Sacrifice offered zn the Tem- 
ple, and W ¹ e Prayers were doubtleſs accepted of Gop. 


Now, foraſmuch as many ſincere Chriſizans labour under 
this ſad Impediment, eſpecially in Country Places, where 
the Sacrament is but too ſeldom adminiſtered in the Churches, 
ſome ſuch Method as the following, in Order to ſupply 
this Defett, may be uſed, (eſpecially on a Sunday) that we 
may retain in our minds the Memorial of our Redemption; 
—that we may improve our grateſul Afﬀethon towards our 
Redeemer ;—that we may keep up a continua Correſpon- 


Tt 


* $ee the late Biſhop of Sodor and Man, (Dr, Wilſon) on the Lon n's 
Supper. Page 173. 
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it of Putty, Devotion, and Charity, that we may always 
be 2 to receive this holy Sacrament, whenever 
we {ſhall have an Opportunity of doing it at Church as 
a public and tolemn Acknowledgment of our being in Com- 


union with CHRIST, and with every Member of his uni- 


verſal Church; and no ſincere Chriſtian will negle& tat 
on the Pretence of having accuſtomed Himſelf occaſionally 
to ſpiritual Communion. The learned and pious Biſhop 


Taylor, the good Bp. of Sodor and Man (Dr. Wilſon) and 


other eminent Divines, have propoſ-d fome ſuch Manner as 
the following, for the Uje and Comfort of thoſe devout Per- 
ions, who are deprived oi this holy Sacrament in the 


Church. 


The Communton may be received ſpiritually by a ſuitable De- 
claration and Prayer after the jollowing Manner. 


() THOU great Saviour of the World, I will through 
Thy Grace“ do this in Remembrance of Thee.” and in 
Obedience to ty Command, as well as I am able. _—1 
therefore hs Day join in Deſire and Spirit with every Chriſ- 
tian Congregation, which truly celebrates this bleſſed Ordi- 
nance.— With them ] join in giving my devouteſt Thanks to 
thy almighty Father, and my gracious Gop, who did not 
overlook loft Mankind, but ſent Thee his only Son, to re- 
deim them, —With Them I call to Remembrance what Thou 
haſt done and ſuffered for us;—thine Incarnation, —labo- 
rious Lite ;—and bitter Paſſion, thy Death and Reſur- 


rection; the great Deliverance Thou haft by theſe wrought 


out for us ;—and the Ohligations Thou bait laid on us, 


acknowledge and receive Thee, as my heavenly Teacher, Ex- 
ample, and Pattern; as my only Mediator, and Advocate 


with GoD ; and as the ſoverezgn Judge of the whole human 
Race, | 3 


Join with thy Church in pleading the Merits of thy all- 
ſalhicient Sacrifice with thy eternal Father. I rely on that Sa- 


crifice for the Pardon of all my Sins; for the Afiſtance of 


divine Grace; for Detryerance from the Corruption of ny 
221 Nature, and from the Malice and Snares of the Dev! ; 
for the Communion of the Holy Spirit; and for a bleſſed Re- 
ſarreclion; the LORD Gon almighty: for % Sake being re- 


conaled 


* 
5 
— ” 4 — — 1 


I 
eonciled to Me. devote my Spirit, Soul and Body to Thee, 


and to thy Service, beſeeching Thee to give me Grace never 
470 to depart from thy Laws. join with thy Church 


likewiſe in leading the Merits of thy Sacrifice for all Eſtates 


and Conditions of Men, that none may deprive Themſelves 
of that . which Thou haſt purchaſed by thy Death. 
I plead particularly for ad, who are in Pain of Body, An- 
guiſh of Mind; and for a,, who are in their /aſt Sickneſs, 
that they may ot Nothing neceſſary to make their Peace 
with GoD.—lI plead moreover for my Relations, Friends, 


and thoſe, who have deſired my Prayers tor them; humbly 


beſeeching Thee, O GOp, my heavenly Father, the Creator 
of all, to have Mercy on all, and to grant unto all Grace, 
and 2? according to their ſeveral Neceſlities, for the Sake 
of thy Son JESUs CHRIST; whom thou haſt gzven not only 
to die for us, but alſo to be our ee Food and Suſle- 
nance in that Sacrament, which He has ſo graciouſly nſtituted ; 
and which is fo divine and comfortable a Thing to all them, 
who receive it with meek Heart, and due Reverence. Amen. 


An Addition to any other Prayer, [or it may be us'd by it- 

| ſelf for the Preſervation of a Woman during the Time of 
_ Child-Bearing. | „ | | 

E beg, O LORD, that this our Fellow-Creature, dur- 

| ing her preſent Circumſtances, may be the Object of 

thy tender Care. Employ the ſame Power and Goodnels 

which have given her Strength to concezve, to bear up till 


the appointed Hour of Delivery; and give her Strength to 


bring forth. | 
Be not far off from Her, when Trouble 1s near. Make 


her Pains ſupportable, and bring her ſate through this fiery 


Trial, that She may ſee the Fruit of her Womb with Joy, 


forget her Sorrows, and rejoice, that a Child is born into 


the World. 


Prepare Hey and vs for whatever Event thou ſhalt ordain ; 
and however Thou ſhalt deal with Her at preſent, let her 
Soul be fafe in the Day of the LORD JEsUs ; yet with Sub- 
miſhon we beg her Lite, that ſhe may be ſaved in the per- 


ilous Time of Child-Bearing; and, being raiſed up, may 


She concur in educating her Children in Holineſs, Faith- 
fulnels, Sobriety, the ſaving Knowledge of God, ana - 
| _ 12 
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the Faith and Love of JESUS CHRIST, his Son, and our 


Redeemer. Amen. 


APrayer with a Woman, who has been ſafely delivered of a Child, 
which may beus'd by itſelf or be added to any other Prayer. 


\ \ JF give Thee moſt humble and hearty Thanks, O 

Lok p, for thy great Goodneſs to this our . Fellow- 
Creature, Thou haſt mercifully appeared for Her, and pre- 
ſerved Her through the painful Hour of Child Birth, and 
made Her the living Mother of a living Child. Perfect thy 


Mercy in the entire Renewal of her Health, and Strength ; 


and being delivered from her Fears and Dangers, may ſhe 


manifeſt the Gratitude of her Heart by the Piety of her Life 


and Converſation, May both the Roots and Branches be 


long ſpared to one another, and to the World. May the 
Parents be enabled to bring up their Children in the Fear 


of God to their mutual Joy and Rejoicing in the great Day 
of the Loky JESUS CHRIST. Annen. 


A Prayer, which may be uſed by one, who has vn fick after 
a Recovery. See Page 116. | 


las God mercifully reſtored you 0 Ii, Surely you 
cannot doubt the Obligations you lie under du he thankful for 
1t. Shocking indeed, that out of ten Lepers clrans'd only one 
ſhould return to give Glary to God, See Luke. xvu. 17. 
But take Care, that you follow not the Example of the nine; 
for Inſlances of ſuch Ingratitude are te common. Alter Re- 
covery thereſore uſe the following, or ſome ſuch Prayer. 


OST gracious, and merciful Gop, the Fountain of 


Life, I return Thee humble and hearty Thanks for 
having ſpar'd Me, when I deſerved no Mercy. I adore Thee 
as the Author of my Cure, and praiſe Thee for the Sycc?/s thou 
haſt given to thoſe Applications, which were the Means of 
effetting it. May I remember the Chaſtiſements, the In- 
ſtructions, and the Deliverance I have received; and may 


I be enabled to preform the good Reſolutions I made in my 


Sickneſs. | 


As Thou haſt condeſcended to hearken to the Prayer of 
Jo ſinfula Creature, may I call upon Thee as long as I hve. 


Being made whole, may Igo away and fer no more, leſt a 


worſe Thing come unto Me.“ Having known the Bitter- 
neſs 


en of — 


| 262 
neſs of Affliqtion may I pity, and endeavour to relieve thoſe 
who labour under it: And may I never forget my Obiiga- 
tions to Thee, and all the Kindneſs of thoſe about Me, whom 
I humbly recommend to thy contunual Kindneſs, and ever- 


laſting Favour through JESUS 
only Saviour. Amen. | 


Another Prayer, which may be uſed with one, after a N. codery. 
See Page 118. 


0 Merciful Preſerver of Men, w ho healeſt all our Diſ. 
cales, and ſaveſt us from the Power of Death, we bleſs 
thy Name for thy great Goodneſs vouchſafed to _ our 
Fellow Creature in his Recovery from the Diſtemper, with 
which Thou haſt been pleaſed to afilict Him. Give e 

deep and laſting Senſe of this Inſtance of thy ſparing Mercy, 
and enable Him and us fo to improve the Biciing of He alth 


CHRIST, our LORD, and 


whilſt thou continueſt it with us, that we may become every 


Day better fitted to ſuſtain the Infirmities, which thou ſhalt 
be pleaſed to lay on us; and may we both ing and dying 


be accepted by Thee. 
O thou ea Phyſician, who haſt healed his Body, heal 


his Son alſo: Recover it from every ſintul Diſorder; com- 
* fort Him and ſtabliſh Him in every good Word and 
„Work.“ (2 Theſſ. ii. 17.) As thou baſt given Him 


Space to repent, and to make Himſelf more ready for the 
coming of CHRIST, incline his Heart to improve his pro- 
longed Time well, that this Repricve may end in Pardon, 
and eternal Life. 

Gop forbid, that He ſhould now hve, as if He ſhould never 
ſee Death, but may He poſſeſs his Soul with ſuch ſerious 
Thoughts of another World, as ſhall excite Him to ode the 
Lo RD his Go p withall his Heart, with all his Soul, with all his 
Mind, and with all his Strength ;" 


that He may at laſt be found of the LoRb in Peace, and 

may die filled with the 2ve/y Hopes of more durable Enjoy- 

ments than thoſe He ſhall leave at his Departure from this 

tranſitory Scene of Things. —Hear, O Lord, hear theſe 

our humble Petitions, anſwer them, own, and accept us in 

thy Son 2 CHRIST, rough whom we offer up all 
I 


our Worſhip, Amen. | © ; /1 x 7's, 


(Mark x11, 30.) making 
 Gop the End of all his Actions, Wiſhes, and Purſuits; and 
thus giving all Diligence in the great Work of Saly ation, 


» 0 8 KS x 7 » 3 


Theſe PRAYERS are to be conſidered ra- 


Meras ſuggeſting Materials for Prayer than as ſet Forms al- 


ways to be uſed without any Alteration. Variations may ſome- 


times be neceſſary according to the Capacity, Diſpoſition, and 


State of the Perſon, for whoſe Benefit they are propoſed. 


The HELPS FOR CONVERSATION, and EXA MTI. 
NA 1TON arelitewiſe to be conſidered as ſuggeſting Materials, 
and not always to be uſed exactly as they here fiand: For they 
are defigned as Sketches, on which the Minſter who fits the 
Sick, (or any one elſe may enlarge; add /ome 1hings, or omit 
others, according to Circumſiances ; of winch He will judge for 
Himſelf, I have therefore conſidered this Publication chiefly 
as HELPS FOR CONVERSATION; and that by theſe 
HELPS ſome might occaſionally be afjijted in therr religious 
Diſcourſe with the Sick, or Others; und benefited Them- 
ſelves in heir Retirements by a ferrous Meditation on the Sub- 
jecls moſt ſuitable to their preſent State. 


It is not in its own Nature a Work merely to be once read, 
and then laid aſide, but to be frequently referred to, well 
confidered, and waghed with great Care; /o that the Readers 
may become thoroughly Maſters of its Contents : eſpecially of 
thoſe Parts of it, which relate to particular Circumſtances: 
It is indeed principally intended {as I have before ohr 


for the Benefit of the Sick; yet I preſume it may be an AS- 


SISTANT to many others: And I ſhou/d hope, that no Rea- + 
der will be ſo deficient in Candour, as to diſcard the Whole 
becauſe ſome Particulars perhaps may not be executed to fis 
Satisfaction, or be agreeable to his Ideas, 


6X The 


» —— — 


#8 The Bookſellers, concerned in publiſhing the ſecond Ed. 
tation of this Book, having Seen the following Character 
given of it in a Telter from a Gentleman to his Friend, re. 


gueſted the Favour of Hm to permit the Inſertion of # here. 


always lies on my Table; I: has been my Companion in 
Travelling; It is by my Bed-5:de in Sickneſs, 
little in es when I can read Nothing eſe, It is therefore a 
very uſeful Manual to Me and will be ſo I apprehend to 
every Sincere Chrijtzan ; being (as it were) the Anatomy of the 
Jleart, It will furniſh excellent Materials tor addreſſing the 
Conſcience, for directing any one to judge of his own Spi- 
ritual State, and for Converſing with others EXPERT. 
MENTALLY which is the very Life and Soul of 
Chriſtian Converſation.—It moreover requires to be repeat- 
edly read with much Attention, and frequent Reflection, in 
Order to become thoroughly acquainted with the Variety of 
zmportant Matter it contains; and it! ſhould be famitarized 
to the Mind of every Reader, till He is wrought up by it to 
ſome Degree of that Temper, which it was evidently de- 
figned to promote. | 


2 —— 


There is no Book I have fo often read as tes, It 
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for converſing with the Sick, or others. 
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Helps for Self. Examination on ſome of the Petitions in our 5411 v, 
or occaſional Prayers | 
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Concluſion of the TwzrxrTu Section explaining the Principle of 
Fairy in CERIST H; without which PRAYER and Riiiciow 


are vain 


NT E NT 
ER AYERS, 


ſuitable to ſeveral Circumſtances of the Sick, 
| | others. 


AN r1nTRopucToRy Prayer, which may be uſed occaſionally zz- 
FORE any other : 

A concLupins Prayer, which may be uſed occaſionally AT ER 
any other | 


A Conrzss10w of Sin, and Petition for Pa R DON 


A Mok NIN Prayer, which may be uſed by the Sick, or others 

An xvzx NIN Prayer, &c. 

A Prayer, which may be committed to Memory, and uſed by the 
Fs (or others) who are apt to continue Lonc. awake in the 
Night | 

Devout Mzvirartions in the Night for thoſe who may Tazx 
continue LONG awake | | 


The Cuſtom of chuſing Night Texts recommended 
A Prayer for obtaining the ineſtimable Bleſſings revealed in the 


Goſpel | 

A Prayer for the Bleſſing of Gop on the Expzavours of any one 
to aſſiſt the Sick, which may be uſed jus r BERTORE ſuch an in- 
tended Viſit 5 


A Prayer to be uſed sy one, who is ſick, Morning and Evening 


to be uſed sy one, who is ſick, for RESI NATION to 
the Will of Gop : | 3 
to be uſed sy one, who 1s ſick, for a Bleſſng on the x- 


Dic ix ES He is taking 
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189 
181 
183 


184 


Or 


183 


186 


186 
187 
189 
190 


191 
190 


197 


195 
198 
200 


201 
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Or 


199 


191 
196 


197 


OF THE EERXAYERS 


A Prayer for Gop's Acceptance of the Prayers, which may be of- 
fered up wir the Sick, by a Miniſter, or others | 
A Prayer wir one, who is ſick, for the Reſtoration of his Health 
- WITH one, Who is ſick, which may be uſed at the B- 
cINNING of any Sickneſs, and alſo ding its Continuance 
— - uren - one, Who is ſick at any Time | 
————-- WITH one who is very ill 
———— WITH one in Sicknels; eſpecially for Par iE Ne E under it 
———— WITH one, who 1s ſick for Co NSOLAT TON under it 
„ which may be uſed By one, who is ſick, and very PRE“ 
NITENT for his Sins 
Short Prayers, which may be uſed either in ons Praver, or sEPA“E 
RATELY, When avy one is in a State of GREAT WIEAKNESsS 
An Addition to any other Prayer, ſor it may be uſed by itſelf] in 
a lingering Ilinefs, and when the tick Perſon cannot attend to any 
LONGER Prayer 
An Addition to any other Prayer ſor it may be uſed by itſelf] 
For, (or wir) one, who is lick | | 
A $HorrT Prayer, which may be uſed by the ſick Perſon HMS EL, 
or added occaſionally to any or H&R Prayer 
An Addition to any other Prayer [or it may be uſed by itſelf ] for 
one, Whois INFIRM, or AGED 
Foux Collects fiom the Common PrAytr Book, Which may be 
uled either as an ApDITIOoN to any other Prayer, or by Tuzm- 
EVI“ | 
Important ETACULATIONS, sou of which either Tas Srcx, 
or OTHERS May Chooſe for RENNEN Ule, as belt ſuits them 
As81okrrT Prayer for Pardon of Sin 3 
A Prayer, which may be uſed sy a notorious Sinner who has 
+ 2 ED his Repentance, till within a ſhort Time before his 
at | 


Another Prayer to the sau Effect, which may be uſed witu a 


NOTORIOUS SINNER 


A Prayer wir one, who is in a BAD State 


The Prayer of MANASSEH, ſuitable to any notorious Sinner, 
who is TRULY penitent 
A VERSIFICATION of the Prayer of Mawnasszn 
A Prayer wir one, who is in a DOUBTFUL State 
| — Who 1s in a Coop State 
— | who is a MERE ForRMALI1ST 
—— who is very 1GNORANT 
who is a CARELEss Sinner 
— who is a BAcksLIDER 
— ä - who is an awakened Sinner 
— — whois oppreſſed by Doubts and Fears 
— | who is tormented wWIrEH wicked Thoughts 
who is under REL1G10Us Melancholy 
who is under p&JEcTION of Mind 
— who is in a State of Deſpair 
—— - Who is preſumptuous | 
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292 
202 «© 
204 
205 
207 
208 — 
211 


EDONT EE NF 0 
A Prayer for the Recovery of a ſick Child 


w1TH one in Sickneſs, who having lived zazi16c1- 
OUSLY, is PREPARED for Death | 

with one, who had lived IX RELIGOoUS LY, and is un- 
PREPARED for Death | 


A general Prayer for Preparation and Readineſs ro p1z 


A Prayer to be uſed with a dy 1x6 Perſon 

— with one, who is ſick, that he may rR usr God with his 
Wife and Children 

| — with one under grievous Pain 5 

wir one, who is ſick, for a RIH Uſe of his Afflic- 


tions 
— ur one, whois ſick, for Fa rr H in the Promiſes 
Short Prayers to be uſed by a Perſon who ſick, either in o 
Prayer or {eparately 
APrayer with one, who is ſick, and in great Need of Sr Er 
w1TH one, whes fretful in Sickneſs 
with one, whois ſick, on the 8amz Day, or on the Day 
BEEORE He receives the Sacrament 


has received the Sacrament 
SPIRITUAL COMMUNION recommended 
A Form of receiving the Commumion sy1iR1TUALLY 
An Addition to any other Prayer [or it may be uſed by itſelf ] for 


with one, on the samx Day, or on the Day ArrER He 


PACE 
242 


the Preſervation of a Woman during the Time of Cxyiro- 


BeariNG | 
A Prayer with a Woman, who has been lately pELIVERED of a 


Curro, which may be uſed sy irszLF ; or added to any other 
Þray ET h | 

A Prayer, which may be uſed zy one, who has been ſick, Af TER 
Recovery ; 

Another Prayer, which may be uſed wir one, TER Recovery 

VOSTSCRIPT, : 
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ERRATA 


which the Reader is deſired to correct with his Pen, as 


EEA. 


they affect the Senſe. Thoſe leſs material, and Miſtakes 


in the Pointing, are unnoticed. 


After the Word Myfelf, in the Pre face, Page viii. Line 2 from the Bottom, 


add eſpecially. 

Page Line Topœæ Bottom for read 

23 : T| they are He is 

65 B | after Clergy add that 

92 | 20 | T| nay faithfal nay by ſome unfaithful 
102| 1 | B| after Friend add I never thinkof Death but 
11516 [TJ even even for 
137 | 9 | B |} See Page 2 See Page 13 : 

192 | 12 T 1. {am now laid down in Bed, | 1. Meditation on being laid down 

| and | in bed.— Here I will 

208| 3 | O Lond, by O Loxd, bleſſed be 
22812 [El of the : and of the 


[lt ſhould have been inſerted as a Note, Page 57, that Abp. Tillotſon 
has there mentioned his Son; whereas He never had a Son: He meant 


his Son-in-Law, (Mr. Chadwicke. ) 


He had two Daughters; Mary, 


who married Mr. Chadwicke; and Elizabeth, who died before her; 
{o that ſhe was (as He expreſles it) his on ſurviving Child. 
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